
Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee



Suite 300, 777 North Capitol Street, N.E.  Washington , D.C.  20002-4239  202-962-3358  Fax:  202-962-3203

MEETING NOTICE  





Date:
April 28, 2004




Time:
12:00 p.m.  – 2:00 p.m.






COG Board Room, 3rd Floor






MWCOG, 777 N. Capitol St., NE






Washington, D.C. 20002



*Lunch will be provided at 12:00 pm for members and official alternates

AGENDA


12:00
1.
Call to Order; Public Comment Period
12:15
2.
Approval of Minutes, Announcements, Chairman’s Report

12:20
3.
Committee Reports

A. Report of the Technical Advisory Committee
B. Report of the Air Quality Public Advisory Committee

C. Report of the Clean Air Partners

12:30
4.
State Air Agencies’ Reports 
· Status of Fee Penalty Legislation (Sec. 185)

· Status of OTC Rules

12:45
5.
What New for Ozone Season 2004

1:10
6.
FY 2005 MWAQC Work Program and Budget (ACTION ITEM)

1:25
7.
EPA Interstate Air Quality Rule/Mercury




MWAQC Comment
(ACTION ITEM)

1:40
8.
EPA’s 8-Hour Nonattainment Designation

1:55  
 9.
New Business 
2:00
10.
Date for Next Meeting and Adjourn: May 26, 2004
Item:
2.
Approval of Minutes, Announcements, Chairman’s Report

Presenter:
Hon. Thomas Dernoga, MWAQC Chair

Description:


Chair will call for approval of Meeting Summary for March 24, 2004, and for amendments to the agenda.  
Recommended Action:

Approve minutes

 Item: 4.
State Air Agencies’ Reports 
Presenter:
Tad Aburn, Maryland Dept. of the Environment

James E. Sydnor, Virginia Dept. of Environmental Quality


Donald Wambsgans, D.C. Dept. of Health

Description:


The States submitted the Severe Area SIP to EPA on February 24 and 25, before the March 1, 2004, deadline. Several actions remained, such as adoption of a fee penalty for failure to attain (CAAA Section 185) and final action on OTC rules to be implemented by January 2005. The State Air Agency representatives will report on these actions.
Recommended Action:

Briefing
Materials: 

Status Report on Severe Area SIP Requirements
Item: 5.
What’s New for Ozone Season 2004
Presenter:
Joan Rohlfs, Chief Air Quality Planning


Jennifer Desimone, Ozone Action Days Coordinator

Description:


Some changes are being proposed for this year’s ozone season. For one, forecasting will be done on the 8-hour ozone standard, using new regression tools. Secondly, particle pollution will be forecasted on a daily basis and reported on the states’ and COG’s websites. Jennifer Desimone, COG’s new Ozone Action Days Coordinator, will brief MWAQC on the changes proposed for the coming ozone season that begins on May 1.
Recommended Action:

Comment
Materials: 

“2004 Forecast and Ozone Action Day Program”, Powerpoint presentation
EPA Air Quality Index (AQI) brochure

http://www.epa.gov/airnow/aqi.html
Item 6:
FY 2005 MWAQC Work Program and Budget
Presenter: 
Joan Rohlfs, Chief, Air Quality Planning

Description:

The proposed MWAQC work program for FY 2005 has been revised according to changes proposed by the Technical Advisory Committee in March. The proposed FY 2005 Work Program and Budget will include a new focus on coordination of local government voluntary (non-regulatory) control measures and on emissions inventory preparation. in addition the work program includes final tasks required for one-hour ozone planning and preparation for the 8-hour ozone attainment plan. Ms. Rohlfs will brief MWAQC on the proposed FY 2005 work program and budget.
Recommended Action:

Vote on Proposed FY 2005 MWAQC Program and Budget
Materials:

Memorandum to MWAQC,  April 21,  2004

DRAFT Air Quality Planning Work Program and Budget, FY 2005 (Revised 3/31/04)

Item:  7.
EPA Interstate Air Quality Rule/ Mercury
Presenter:
Beth Lowe, COG Environmental Planner
Description:

In December 2003 EPA proposed the Interstate Air Quality Rule, a regulation to address emissions of multiple pollutants and reduce transported pollution. As part of the multipollutant approach they proposed rules to reduce mercury emissions from power plants. These rules were issued as two alternative approaches and have been supplemented by a proposal for cap and trade for mercury emissions.
Ms. Lowe will present an overview of the proposed controls and discuss the Technical Advisory Committee’s proposed comments on the proposed rules.

The extended comment period on the proposed rule ends on April 30.  The Technical Advisory Committee recommends that MWAQC approve a draft comment letter being proposed today.

Recommended Action:

Approve comment letter
Materials:

Presentation on Mercury

Draft Comment Letter to Administrator Leavitt

Item: 8.
EPA’s 8-Hour Ozone Rule and Nonattainment Designation
Presenter:
Beth Lowe, MWCOG/DEP
Description:


On April 15, 2004, EPA issued a new rule designating areas of attainment and nonattainment for the 8-hour ozone standard. The Washington, DC-MD-VA metropolitan region was designated as in Moderate nonattainment for the 8-hour standard. The region’s deadline for meeting the standard is 2010, and the first air quality plan to meet the standard is due to EPA in 2007.  Ms. Lowe will outline EPA’s designation and guidance for the 8-hour ozone standard.
Recommended Action:

Briefing

Materials: 

Presentation on 8-hour Designation and Implementation Guidance

EPA’s materials are posted on the EPA website, http://www.epa.gov/ozonedesignations









