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Access the Equity Index Map at:
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ALL Alexandria Vision

The goal of our work is to reduce and
eliminate disparities and inequities

experienced by all residents, especially
those in communities of color and other
groups who have been historically and

systemically marginalized. 



Equity Index 
Map

Racial Equity Resources

Research & Data
Equity Guide

Racial Equity Toolkit
Racial Equity Action

Plans



Quantify disparities in
outcomes critical to
individual well-being,
stability, and inclusion.​

Compare outcomes
within and between
neighborhoods over time.

Support data-driven,
equity-driven decision-
making for policies,
programs, and initiatives.​
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Historical policies and
practices (e.g., zoning
ordinance, FHA policies)
gave rise to geographic
clustering of key economic,
social, and health
outcomes. ​

What is the value of a 
mapping approach?

Identifying policy issues
and where those issues
are more pronounced
can inform more
targeted policies,
programs, and initiatives
(which has implications
for both equity and
efficiency).



Getting Started











Data & Methodology

Data sourced from American Community Survey (U.S. Census Bureau), City of
Alexandria cadastral data

Racial Equity Index is a composite of five Indices of Disparity. It gives us a sense of
the magnitude of racial disparity along key socioeconomic outcomes by Census
tract.

Social Opportunity Indicators capture a variety of conditions and opportunities
available to residents in each Census tract.





Median Income Disparity

Employment Disparity

Poverty Disparity

Homeownership Disparity

Educational Attainment Disparity

Racial Equity 
Index

Indices of
Disparity



Capture

differences in
outcomes by
race/ethnicity



Calculating an 
Index of Disparity



Race and Social Equity - City of Alexandria



An additional "Health Outcomes" theme will be
available at the end of June 2023

Social Opportunity
Indicator Themes



Crowdsourcing &
Collaboration

Tool to stimulate community conversations around
City priorities and challenges
Platform for community story-telling
Looking to examples in other jurisdictions and
nonprofit organizations



Planned Improvements for 
the Equity Index Map

New data layers
More guidance/navigation
Alexandria-wide indices
GitHub repository link
Update log page



What questions do you have?



Modeling an analytic process

What information can we glean from the map regarding this issue? What
measures can we use to better inform/understand the issue? Who is affected?
What locations are most affected?

If disparities exist, what might be driving them? 
(Think: root causes)

What else would we want/need to know about? What other data/information should
we bring in? What questions does this raise? Who else should we be talking to?



Thank you!
Please feel free to contact me at emily.finchummason@alexandriava.gov 

with questions or comments.


