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Growth in Solar PV Arrays in the Region
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What has changed?



Awareness

1. A number of pro-solar awareness campaigns:

• Virginia Sun
• Solarize NoVA – has resulted in 1.358 MW of new solar and $4.2 million in 

contracts with local installers.

2. Local government partners willing to help promote and in some instances 
install solar in a very public way. Further, our local governments are putting in 
place solar supportive policies and working with our SolSmart advisor.

3. A State government over the last several years that has been supportive of 
solar publically and in policy – 194.6 MW installed in 2016 in Virginia.

4. The private sector making significant demands for and investment in 
renewable energy.

5. Leaving the Paris Agreement has stoked new interest.



Pricing

Solarize NoVA
which was at 
$3.70 per watt in 
the Fall of 2014 is 
now down to 
$2.45 per watt for 
a 5 kW system – a 
drop of 33% and 
below the 
national average.



New Tools

Our solar map for 
Northern Virginia has had 
more than 12,000 unique 
visitors over a 13 month 
period.

It helps begin the 
conversation at home 
and with installers and 
what is viable for their 
home or business.

www.novasolarmap.com



Concerns for the Future

• The impact of the Federal Trade Commission case filed by Suniva and Solar 
World on the price of panels in the event tariffs are levied.

• What happens in the General Assembly in Virginia this session with respect to 
net metering. Rumors abound, but nothing concrete has surfaced for the 
moment.


