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STATE OF MARYLAND  


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  


BETWEEN  


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER  


AND  


MID-ATLANTIC CARPENTERS’ TRAINING CENTERS 
 


 


 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of the 3rd day of October, 


2023, (the “Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER, 


a body politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland (“MCEC”) and 


MID-ATLANTIC CARPENTERS’ TRAINING CENTERS, (“Partner”), referred to herein 


collectively as the "Parties" or “Coalition Partners”, and each as "MCEC", “Agency”, "Partner" 


or a "Party." This agreement is entered into by the Parties specifically in relation to the 


Proposal for the Federal Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar for All 


Discretionary Grant, being submitted by MCEC on behalf of the State of Maryland and 


Coalition Partners. 


 


The Parties mutually agree to the following: 


 


1. Specific Purpose: 
 


a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of 


Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant 


competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to 


the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and 


disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment. 


If awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-


income households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar 


energy, but also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future 


targeted investments in clean energy.  


b. Relationship of the Parties. 


i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of grant 


funds, and upon award will serve as grant administrator providing 


overall grant management, reporting and compliance to meet 


defined deadlines. 


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among 


Coalition Partners, execute and manage
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contractual agreements between sub-recipients (vendors), private 


sector, and government partners. 


iii. Partner will participate and collaborate with Coalition Partners to 


assist MCEC in outreach for subscribers or interested parties to 


give access to MCEC to properties identified and selected for 


installation of residential rooftop solar or residential-serving 


community solar. 


iv. Partner will provide staff, as applicable and if funded by the 


Solar for All grant, to serve as local project manager for projects 


intended to be located on properties within the jurisdiction, 


funded through the Solar For All grant program and be 


responsible for all necessary reporting to MCEC. 


v. Partner may enter into an intergovernmental agreement with 


MCEC to access services and technical assistance from MCEC 


and grant sub-recipients as requested in relation to grant 


deliverables. 


vi. Partner, through MCEC, may enter into a site use and/or 


lease agreement with Coalition Partners for purposes of 


installing and operating solar infrastructure.  


vii. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 


a partnership, joint venture, Partner, or any other 


relationship other than that of grantor/grantee between 


the Parties or any beneficiaries of either Party. 


c. Prohibited Uses. Partner shall not use any of the grant funds to carry 


on propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; to 


influence the outcome of any specific public election; to carry on, 


directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award grants to 


individuals for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 


 
d. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule. 


i. Partner agrees that the grant funds will be expended to 


support the purposes of the EPA Solar For All grant. 


Grant Purposes Funding awards and terms for distribution of 


funds will be determined pending notice of the grant award. 


ii. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for 


providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated 


project budget.  


iii. Partner shall provide MCEC with immediate written notification 


(i) of any inability to expend the grant funds for the grant 
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purposes; and (ii) prior to any expenditure of grant funds 


deviating from the grant purposes. Any expenditures deviating 


from the grant purposes shall require prior written approval by 


MCEC. 


2. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 


and Compliance Officer, and Partner designates Robert Eaton, Training Director to serve as 


Project Administrators for this Agreement. Contact between MCEC and Partner regarding 


matters relative to this Agreement may be coordinated through the Project Administrators. 


The Project Administrator may be changed with written notice to the other Party.  


3. Non-Assignment. MCEC and Partner may not, during the term of this 


Agreement or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part 


of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


4. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC 


and the Partner mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 


which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


5. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 


regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 


agrees to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related 


U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 


6. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Partner may not include MCEC in any 


publications, press releases. or other public communications to factually describe its support 


of the Project without prior written consent of MCEC. The Parties agree that MCEC will be 


recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all publications or 


public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates 


otherwise. 


7. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and Partner shall maintain records of 


receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and shall provide such records to 


MCEC who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the 


records of Partner insofar as they relate to activities supported by the grant funds or carried 


out pursuant to this Agreement. MCEC and Partner shall retain all records relating to the 


subject of this Agreement for 3 years after the termination of this Agreement. 


8. Withholding and Repayment. MCEC reserves the right to discontinue, modify, 


or withhold any payments or to require a total or partial refund of any grant funds if, in 


MCEC sole discretion, such action is necessary: 
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i. Partner has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms 


and conditions of this Agreement; 


ii. Failed to comply with the requirements of any law or regulation 


applicable to this grant; 


iii. By action or omission, Partner or any of its representatives have 


committed fraud with respect to the grant purposes; 


iv. Any report or communication to MCEC is found to be inaccurate 


or misleading in any material respect; 


v. Partner covenants that it will make its best efforts in good faith 


continuously, diligently and effectively to perform the work and projects 


described in this Agreement within and throughout the term of this 


Agreement. It is the intention of the parties and the expectation and 


policy of MCEC that all the grant funds will be expended for the work 


and projects described in this Agreement. 


 
10.  Termination. MCEC may terminate this Agreement at any time if Partner fails 


to adhere to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and does not cure such failure within a 


period of ten (10) days after receipt of written notice. Any Grant Funds unexpended as of the 


date of termination shall be returned to MCEC. 


 
11.  Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and Partner shall comply with 


the State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 


01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 


Agreement. 


 
12.  Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 


understanding of MCEC and Partner. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding 


the subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the 


time of execution. 


 
13.    Political Contributions. Partner shall not use any funds to make contributions: 


i. to any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; 


ii. to any political party, organization, or action committee; or 


iii. in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 


 


 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOA as of the date set forth 


above. 
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WITNESS: MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER: 


By:   By:   


Name:   Name: I. Katherine Magruder 


 
Title:  Executive Director 


 
Date:   


 


 


 


WITNESS: [PARTY REPRESENTATIVE]: 


 By:   
By:   


Name: G a i l  M c F a d d e n  Name: Robert T. Eaton  


           Title:   Training Director__________ 


           Date: 0 9 / 2 6 / 2 0 2 3  


 


Mary Sirois 


October 3, 2023












111. MCGB may be a sub-awardee and as such may administer certain
Financial Assistance, 1 Project-Deployment Technical Assistance, 2 


and Program Administration Activities3 in accordance with the
MSF A Program.


1v. MCGB agrees to provide staff, as applicable and if funded by the 
Solar for All grant, to develop project management processes and 
documentation for the Grant. MCGB and MCEC anticipate a 
division of services among Coalition Partners under the MSFA 
Grant as described in a separate funding agreement. 


v. MCGB will be responsible for all necessary reporting to MCEC.


v1. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating a 
partnership, joint venture, agency, or any other relationship 
other than the grantor/grantee between the Parties or any 
beneficiaries of either Party. 


c. Prohibited Uses. MCGB shall not use any of the grant funds to carry on
propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; to influence the outcome of any 
specific public election; to carry on, directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award 
grants to individuals for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 


d. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule.


1. The Parties agree that grant funds will be used to administer the
Access Solar program as described in the MSFA Grant (the "Grant
Purposes") and that funding awards and terms for distribution of
funds will be determined pending notice of the grant award.


11. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for


1 Financial Assistance is defined as subgrants, rebates, subsidies, other incentive payments, debt (including loans, 
partially forgivable loans, forgivable loans, soft loans, subordinate debt), and other financial products consistent with 
the defmition of Federal financial assistance in 2 CFR § 200. l and Participant support costs in 2 CFR § I 500.1. 


2 Project-Deployment Technical Assistance is defined by Section l 34(a)(l ) of the Clean Air Act which provides that 
funds for this competition be used for "technical assistance." Technical assistance is defined as "project-deployment 
technical assistance" and is services and tools provided by grantees to communities and energy stakeholders to 
overcome non-financial barriers to solar deployment. 


3 Consistent with 2 CFR § 200.403, expenditures such as program administration costs are allowable under federal 
awards provided that they arc neccssa1y and reasonable for the performance of the award. 
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providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated project 
budget. 


111. MCGB shall provide MCEC with immediate written notification of
any inability to expend the grant funds for the grant purposes prior
to any expenditure of grant funds deviating from the grant purposes.
Any expenditure deviating from the grant purposes shall require
advance written approval by MCEC.


2. Term of Agreement. Performance under this agreement commences on such
date grants funds are awarded by the EPA (the "Commencement Date") and continues until 
the Parties have completed the work and projects described in this Agreement, but in any 
case, no later than five years following the Commencement Date. 


3. Project Administrator. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management and
Compliance Officer, and Partner designates Stephen Morel, Chief Executive Officer and Jean 
Moyer, Senior Director of Finance and Administration to serve as Project Administrator for this 
Agreement. All contact between MCEC and MCGB regarding all matters relative to this 
Agreement shall be coordinated through the Administrative Officer. The Project Administrator 
may be changed with written notice to the other Party. 


4. Non-Assignment. MCEC and MCGB may not, during the term of this Agreement
or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part of its rights or 
obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties, which consent may 
not be unreasonably withheld. 


5. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC and
MCGB mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement which is 
amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


6. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and
regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC agrees 
to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related U.S. and 
State of Maryland laws. 


7. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Each Party may not advertise or describe the
support of the other Party in any publications, press releases, or other public communications 
without prior written consent of that Party. The Parties agree that MCEC will be recognized as a 
sponsor of the MSFA Grant in all publications or public communications made in connection 
with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates otherwise. 


8. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and MCGB shall maintain records of
receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and shall provide such records to 
MCEC who may with reasonable notice, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or 


Agreement by and Between 
Maryland Clean Energy Center and 
Montgomery County Green Bank 


Pagc3 











IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOU as of the date set forth 
above. 


WITNESS: 


By: 


Name: __________ _ 


WITNESS: 


By: JL,(_c-� 
..., 


Name: L kl C<4 Ch,haodo e,
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MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER: 


By:----------


Name: I. Katherine Magruder 


Title: Executive Director 


Date: __________ _ 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY 


GREEN BANK CORPORATION: 


By: /� 
/��/," ✓11;!,,./


Name: Stephen Morel 


Title: Chief Executive Officer 


Date: October 10, 2023 
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Mary Sirois 


October 11, 2023
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October 11, 2023


Mary Sirois
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STATE OF MARYLAND  


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  


BETWEEN  


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER  


AND  


SOLAR AND ENERGY LOAN FUND 
 


 


 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of the ____ day of ________, 


__________, (the “Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER, a body politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland 


(“MCEC”) and the SOLAR AND ENERGY LOAN FUND, (“Partner Name”), referred to 


herein collectively as the "Parties" or “Coalition Partners”, and each as "MCEC", “Agency”, 


"Partner" or a "Party." This agreement is entered into by the Parties specifically in relation to 


the Proposal for the Federal Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar for All 


Discretionary Grant, being submitted by MCEC on behalf of the State of Maryland and 


Coalition Partners. 


 


The Parties mutually agree to the following: 


 


1. Specific Purpose: 
 


a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of 


Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant 


competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to 


the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and 


disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment. 


If awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-


income households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar 


energy, but also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future 


targeted investments in clean energy.  


b. Relationship of the Parties. 


i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of grant 


funds, and upon award will serve as grant administrator providing 


overall grant management, reporting and compliance to meet 


defined deadlines. 


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among 


Coalition Partners, execute and manage
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contractual agreements between sub-recipients (vendors), private 


sector, and government partners. 


iii. Partner will participate and collaborate with Coalition Partners to 


assist MCEC in outreach for subscribers or interested parties to 


give access to MCEC to properties identified and selected for 


installation of residential rooftop solar or residential-serving 


community solar. 


iv. Partner will provide staff, as applicable and if funded by the 


Solar for All grant, to serve as local project manager for projects 


intended to be located on properties within the jurisdiction, 


funded through the Solar For All grant program and be 


responsible for all necessary reporting to MCEC. 


v. Partner may enter into an intergovernmental agreement with 


MCEC to access services and technical assistance from MCEC 


and grant sub-recipients as requested in relation to grant 


deliverables. 


vi. Partner, through MCEC, may enter into a site use and/or 


lease agreement with Coalition Partners for purposes of 


installing and operating solar infrastructure.  


vii. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 


a partnership, joint venture, Partner, or any other 


relationship other than that of grantor/grantee between 


the Parties or any beneficiaries of either Party. 


c. Prohibited Uses. Partner shall not use any of the grant funds to carry 


on propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; to 


influence the outcome of any specific public election; to carry on, 


directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award grants to 


individuals for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 


 
d. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule. 


i. Partner agrees that the grant funds will be expended to 


support the purposes of the EPA Solar For All grant. 


Grant Purposes Funding awards and terms for distribution of 


funds will be determined pending notice of the grant award. 


ii. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for 


providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated 


project budget.  


iii. Partner shall provide MCEC with immediate written notification 


(i) of any inability to expend the grant funds for the grant 
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purposes; and (ii) prior to any expenditure of grant funds 


deviating from the grant purposes. Any expenditures deviating 


from the grant purposes shall require prior written approval by 


MCEC. 


2. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 


and Compliance Officer, and Partner designates M. Duanne Andrade, Executive Director, to 


serve as Project Administrators for this Agreement.  Contact between MCEC and Partner 


regarding matters relative to this Agreement may be coordinated through the Project 


Administrators. The Project Administrator may be changed with written notice to the other 


Party.  


3. Non-Assignment. MCEC and Partner may not, during the term of this 


Agreement or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part 


of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


4. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC 


and the Partner mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 


which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


5. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 


regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 


agrees to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related 


U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 


6. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Partner may not include MCEC in any 


publications, press releases. or other public communications to factually describe its support 


of the Project without prior written consent of MCEC. The Parties agree that MCEC will be 


recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all publications or 


public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates 


otherwise. 


7. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and Partner shall maintain records of 


receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and shall provide such records to 


MCEC who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the 


records of Partner insofar as they relate to activities supported by the grant funds or carried 


out pursuant to this Agreement. MCEC and Partner shall retain all records relating to the 


subject of this Agreement for 3 years after the termination of this Agreement. 


8. Withholding and Repayment. MCEC reserves the right to discontinue, modify, 


or withhold any payments or to require a total or partial refund of any grant funds if, in 
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MCEC sole discretion, such action is necessary: 


i. Partner has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms 


and conditions of this Agreement; 


ii. Failed to comply with the requirements of any law or regulation 


applicable to this grant; 


iii. By action or omission, Partner or any of its representatives have 


committed fraud with respect to the grant purposes; 


iv. Any report or communication to MCEC is found to be inaccurate 


or misleading in any material respect; 


v. Partner covenants that it will make its best efforts in good faith 


continuously, diligently and effectively to perform the work and projects 


described in this Agreement within and throughout the term of this 


Agreement. It is the intention of the parties and the expectation and 


policy of MCEC that all the grant funds will be expended for the work 


and projects described in this Agreement. 


 
10.  Termination. MCEC may terminate this Agreement at any time if Partner fails 


to adhere to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and does not cure such failure within a 


period of ten (10) days after receipt of written notice. Any Grant Funds unexpended as of the 


date of termination shall be returned to MCEC. 


 
11.  Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and Partner shall comply with 


the State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 


01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 


Agreement. 


 
12.  Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 


understanding of MCEC and Partner. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding 


the subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the 


time of execution. 


 
13.    Political Contributions. Partner shall not use any funds to make contributions: 


i. to any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; 


ii. to any political party, organization, or action committee; or 


iii. in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 


 


 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOA as of the date set forth 


above. 
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WITNESS: MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER: 


By:   By:   


Name:   Name: I. Katherine Magruder 


 
Title:  Executive Director 


 
Date:   


 


 


 


WITNESS: SOLAR AND ENERGY LOAN FUND: 


 By:   By:   


Name: S u m m e r  B a r n e s  Name: M. Duanne Andrade 


 
Title: Executive Director 


 
Date:   


 


09 / 20 / 2023
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Attachment A: Summary Program Cover Page 


Program Title: Maryland Solar for All Program (MSFAP) 


Brief Program Summary: The Maryland Solar for All Program (MSFAP) assembles a coalition 


of government, industry, utility, academic and non-profit organizations aligned with intention to 


achieve the outcomes desired with the use of these federal funds. Efforts related to the initiative 


proposed will focus on mobilizing capital, facilitating workforce preparedness, and building 


capacity with and for low income, underserved, and disadvantaged communities to access the 


benefits of solar energy. Investments will focus on improving single and multi-family residential 


properties, as well as development of community solar and community serving solar 


installations, all intended to reduce the energy burden and provide ownership opportunities for 


over 10,000 qualified eligible households in the state. 


Applicant name: Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) 


Award Option Type:  Award Option #1, This program option was chosen because Maryland 


Clean Energy Center (MCEC) serves as an instrumentality of the State of Maryland and 


functions as the State Green Bank.  


Applicant Eligibility:  State, Applicant is applying, on behalf of the State of Maryland; as a 


statutorily created instrumentality designed to provide capital, leverage private capital and 


provide other forms of financial assistance for the rapid deployment of low and zero emissions 


products, technologies, and services. Eligibility to be an applicant was also confirmed with 


GGRF/EPA in July of 2023 prior to submission.   


Program Location:  State of Maryland.  The 


Maryland Solar for All Program (MSFAP) will serve 


the entire State of Maryland geographically 


including rural, suburban and urban 


communities. 
Disadvantaged Communities 


on the Eastern Shore of 


Maryland using CJEST 
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Program Scope of Work: MSFAP will offer financial assistance in the form of Grants, Direct 


Lending, Credit Enhancements, Subordination Agreements and Equity Investments braided with 


State Tax Credits, rebates and Utility Incentives. $7 million of direct investment of state funds 


provided by the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) and the Maryland Clean Energy Center 


(MCEC) is included in the MSAFP funding strategy.  


EPA Funding Requested: Maryland Solar for All is requesting $100,000,000 Small Programs 


tier, Award Option #1 to serve state geographies. The NOI originally submitted by MCEC, on 


behalf of the State, requested the maximum amount of $400M. Since EPA released new 


eligibility guidance on August 31, 2023, the state now only qualifies under the Small Program 


parameters and is consequently requesting $100M in SFA grant funding. MSFAP is requesting 


the ability to use funds over a five-year timeframe. 


Impact Targets:  


16,104 Household Projects to Benefit 


$6,210 Award Funding Requested Per Household 


57.5 MW Solar Capacity Deployed Over Time 


$158,400 Award Funding Requested per MW 


37.8 MW Hours of Storage Capacity Deployed 


Over Time 


$23,623 Award Funding Requested per MWh 


Storage Capacity 


157,305 Short Tons of CO2 Emissions Avoided Over 


Time 


$636 Award Funding Requested per Tons of CO2 


Avoided 


$14,148,324 Absolute Annual Household Savings Over 


Time 


$7.07 Award Funding Requested per Dollars of 


Household Savings 
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Program Period: July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2029 


Contact Information: Amy R Gillespie, Grant Administrator and Compliance Officer, 


agillespie@mdcleanenergy.org, 301.314.6091 


Coalition Partners:  


Maryland Energy Administration (MEA), State Agency, Director Energy Programs, Eric 


Coffman, eric.coffman@maryland.gov  410-537-4000, 1800 Washington Blvd., Suite 755, 


Baltimore, MD 21230 


Maryland Department of Housing & Community Development (DHCD), State Agency, Deputy 


Director, Housing and Building Energy Programs, Nicola Tran, Nicola.tran@maryland.gov, 301-


429-7794, 7800 Harkins Rd., Lanham, MD, 20706 


Maryland Department of Labor (MD DOL), State Agency, Director, Mary Keller, 


mary.keller@maryland.gov, 410-767-2017, 100 Community Place, Crownsville, MD 21032 


Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), State Agency, Director, Allison Tjaden, 


allison.tjaden@maryland.gov, 410-537-3228, 1800 Washington Blvd., Baltimore, MD 21230 


IBEW Local 24/JATC, Labor Union, Apprenticeship Director, Neil Wilford, 


nwilford@jatc24.org, 410-247-3313, 2699 West Patapsco Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21230 


Carpenter’s Mid-Atlantic Training Center, Labor Union, Apprenticeship Director, Bob Eaton,  


BEaton@mactc.net, 301-736-1696, 8510 Pennsylvania Avenue, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 


Montgomery County Green Bank, CDFI, Director, Stephen Morel, smorel@mcgreenbank.org, 


240-453-9000, 155 Gibbs St., Unit 512, Rockville, MD 20850 


Climate Access Fund, CDFI, Founder & CEO, Lynn Heller, lynn@climateaccessfund.org, 410-


371-6276, 9 Beechdale Rd., Baltimore, MD 21210 


Solar and Energy Loan Fund (SELF), CDFI, Executive Director, M. Duanne Andrade, 


duannea@solarenergyloanfund.org, 772-449-3681, 2400 Rhode Island Avenue, Fort Pierce, FL 


34950 


University of Maryland Environmental Finance Center (UM EFC), Higher Education, Program 


Director, Brandy Espinola, bespinola@umd.edu, 510-545-6483, 3835 Campus Drive, College 


Park, MD 20742 


Center for Climate Strategies (CCS), Higher Education, Director, Tom Peterson, 


tpeterson@climatestrategies.us, 202-540-9121, 850 M Street NW, Suite 840, Washington, DC 


20036 


Coalition for Community Solar Access (CCSA), Industry Association, Charlie Coggeshall, 


charlie@communitysolaraccess.org, 415-595-6119, 1380 Monroe Street, NW, 4721, Washington 


DC 20010 



mailto:agillespie@mdcleanenergy.org

mailto:eric.coffman@maryland.gov

mailto:Nicola.tran@maryland.gov

mailto:mary.keller@maryland.gov

mailto:allison.tjaden@maryland.gov

mailto:nwilford@jatc24.org

mailto:BEaton@mactc.net

mailto:smorel@mcgreenbank.org

mailto:lynn@climateaccessfund.org

mailto:duannea@solarenergyloanfund.org

mailto:bespinola@umd.edu

mailto:tpeterson@climatestrategies.us

mailto:charlie@communitysolaraccess.org
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Community Development Network of Maryland (CDNM), NPO, Director, Claudia Wilson 


Randall, claudia@communitydevelopmentmd.org, 443-756-7819, P.O. Box 22426, Baltimore, 


MD 21203 


Baltimore City, Local Government, Energy Program Manager, Jason Mathias, 


Jason.mathias@baltimorecity.gov, (410) 396-3835 100 North Holliday Street, Baltimore, MD 


21202 


Frederick County, Municipal Government, Grants Manager, Kristin Mielcarek, 


kmielcarek@frederickcountymd.gov, 240-549-2271, 12 E. Church Street., Frederick, MD 21701 


Howard County, Municipal Government, Energy Manager, Leah Miller, 


lemiller@howardcountymd.gov, 410-991-3221, 9801 Broken Land Pkwy, Columbia, MD 21046 


Prince George’s County, Municipal Government, Assistant Director, Erica Bannerman, 


esbannerman@co.pg.md.us, 240-412-4352, 1801 McCormick Drive, Suite 500, Largo, MD 


20774 


Groundswell, NPO, VP of Energy Programs, David Wright, David.wright@groundswell.org, 


240-772-1331, 80 M Street SE, 1st Floor, Washington, DC 20003 


• Named Contractors:  Not Applicable 


• Additional Named Subrecipients:  Not Applicable 


 



mailto:claudia@communitydevelopmentmd.org

mailto:Jason.mathias@baltimorecity.gov

mailto:kmielcarek@frederickcountymd.gov

mailto:lemiller@howardcountymd.gov

mailto:esbannerman@co.pg.md.us

mailto:David.wright@groundswell.org
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STATE OF MARYLAND  
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  


BETWEEN  
MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER 


AND  
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of the last date of signature 
below (the “Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 
CENTER, a body politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland 
(“MCEC”) and the UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, (“Partner Name”), referred to herein 
collectively as the "Parties" or “Coalition Partners”, and each as "MCEC", “Agency”, "Partner" 
or a "Party." This agreement is entered into by the Parties specifically in relation to the 
Proposal for the Federal Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar for All 
Discretionary Grant, being submitted by MCEC on behalf of the State of Maryland and 
Coalition Partners. 


The Parties mutually agree to the following: 


1. Specific Purpose:


a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of
Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant
competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to
the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and
disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment.
If awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-
income households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar
energy, but also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future
targeted investments in clean energy.


b. Relationship of the Parties.
i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of grant


funds, and upon award will serve as grant administrator providing
overall grant management, reporting and compliance to meet
defined deadlines.


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among
Coalition Partners, execute and manage
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separate contractual agreements between sub-recipients (vendors), 
private sector, and government partners, if funded. 


iii. Partner will participate and collaborate with Coalition Partners to 
assist MCEC in outreach for subscribers or interested parties to 
give access to MCEC to properties identified and selected for 
installation of residential rooftop solar or residential-serving 
community solar. 


iv. Partner will provide staff, as applicable and if funded by the 
Solar for All grant, to serve as local project manager for projects 
intended to be located on properties within the jurisdiction, 
funded through the Solar For All grant program and be 
responsible for all necessary reporting to MCEC. 


v. Partner may enter into an intergovernmental agreement with 
MCEC to access services and technical assistance from MCEC 
and grant sub-recipients as requested in relation to grant 
deliverables. 


vi. Partner, through MCEC, may enter into a separate site use 
and/or lease agreement with Coalition Partners for purposes 
of installing and operating solar infrastructure.  


vii. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 
a partnership, joint venture, Partner, or any other 
relationship other than that of grantor/grantee between 
the Parties or any beneficiaries of either Party. 


c. RESERVED. 
 


d. RESERVED. 
 


2. Term of Agreement. Performance under this Agreement commences upon 
the last date of signature below and continues until the Parties have completed the work 
and projects described in this Agreement, but in any case, no longer than three (3) years 
from date of execution. 


3. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 
and Compliance Officer, and Partner designates Cory M. Whitman to serve as Administrators 
for this Agreement.  Contact between MCEC and Partner regarding administrative matters 
relative to this Agreement may be coordinated through the Administrators. The Administrator 
may be changed with written notice to the other Party.  


4. Non-Assignment. MCEC and Partner may not, during the term of this 
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Agreement or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part 
of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


5. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC 
and the Partner mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 
which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


6. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 
regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 
agrees to administer and disburse the grant funds under a separate agreement in compliance 
with all applicable related U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 


7. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Partner may not include MCEC in any 
publicity, press releases or other public communications to factually describe its support of 
the Project without prior written consent of MCEC. Nothing in this Agreement shall  prevent 
the Partner from disclosing the existence of the Agreement, the general nature of the work or 
the name of MCEC as a party to this Agreement. The Parties agree that MCEC will be 
recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all publications or 
public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates 
otherwise. 


8. Recordkeeping and Reporting. The Parties agree that it is anticipated that 
under the terms of a separate grant funding agreement to be negotiated and executed by the 
Parties, MCEC and Partner shall maintain records of receipts and expenditures related to use 
of the grant funds and shall provide such records to MCEC who may, at any time and at its 
own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the records of Partner insofar as they relate to 
activities supported by the grant funds or carried out pursuant to this Agreement. MCEC and 
Partner shall retain all records relating to the subject of this Agreement for 3 years after the 
termination of this Agreement. 


9. Withholding and Repayment. The Parties agree that it is anticipated that under 
the terms of a separate grant funding agreement to be negotiated and executed by the Parties, 
MCEC may reserve the right to discontinue, modify, or withhold any payments or to require a 
total or partial refund of any grant funds if, in MCEC sole discretion, such action is necessary 
and: 


i. Partner has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms 
and conditions of this Agreement; 


ii. Partner has failed to comply with the requirements of any law or 
regulation applicable to the grant; 


iii. By action or omission, Partner or any of its representatives have 
committed fraud with respect to the grant purposes; 
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iv. Any report or communication to MCEC is found to be inaccurate 
or misleading in any material respect; 


v. Partner represents that it will make reasonable efforts in good 
faith continuously, diligently and effectively to perform the 
work and projects described in this Agreement within and 
throughout the term of this Agreement. It is the intention of the 
parties and the expectation and policy of MCEC that all the grant 
funds will be expended for the work and projects described in  
the separate grant funding agreement 


 
10.  Termination. MCEC and Partner may terminate this Agreement for 


convenience at any time or for cause if any Party fails to adhere to the terms and conditions of 
this Agreement and does not cure such failure within a period of thirty (30) days after receipt 
of written notice from the other party.  
 


11.  Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and Partner shall comply with 
the State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 
01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 
Agreement. 
 


12.  Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 
understanding of MCEC and Partner. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding 
the subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the 
time of execution. 
 


13.   RESERVED.  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOA as of the date set forth 
above. 


WITNESS: MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 
CENTER: 


By:  By:  


Name:  Name: I. Katherine Magruder 


Title:  Executive Director 


Date:  


WITNESS: UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND: 


 By: By:  


Name:  Name: Cory M. Whitman 


Title: Contract Manager, ORA 


Date: 10/9/2023 


 


Mary Sirois


October 11, 2023
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STATE OF MARYLAND  


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  


BETWEEN  


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER  


AND CLIMATE ACCESS FUND CORPORATION 


 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of the 5th day of October, 2023, 
(the “Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER, a body 
politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland (“MCEC”) and 
CLIMATE ACCESS FUND CORPORATION, a nonprofit green bank, (“CAF””), referred to 
herein collectively as the "Parties" or “Coalition Partners”, and each as "MCEC or “CAF” 
respectively, or a “Party. This agreement is entered into by the Parties specifically in relation to 
the grant application, being submitted by MCEC on behalf of the State of Maryland and Coalition 
Partners as specified therein, for the Federal Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar 
for All Discretionary Grant. 
 
The Parties mutually agree to the following: 
 


1. Specific Purpose: 
 


a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of 
Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant 
competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to 
the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and 
disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment. If 
awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-income 
households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar energy, but 
also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future targeted 
investments in clean energy.  


b. Relationship of the Parties. 
i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of EPA Solar 


for All grant funds, and upon award will serve as grant 
administrator providing overall grant management, reporting and 
compliance to meet defined deadlines. 


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among Coalition 
Partners, and will execute and manage contractual agreements 
between sub-recipients, private sector, and government partners. 


iii. CAF may be a sub-recipient and as such may administer certain 
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activities in accordance with US EPA Solar for All grant 
requirements. CAF will be responsible for all necessary reporting 
to MCEC as required by the terms of the Solar for All grant. 


iv. CAF may, but is not obligated to, enter into an Agreement with 
MCEC or other Coalition Partners to access services and technical 
assistance from MCEC and/or other Coalition Partners in relation 
to grant deliverables. 


v. CAF, through MCEC, may, but is not obligated to, enter 
into a site use and/or lease agreement with Coalition 
Partners for purposes of developing, installing, operating, 
and/or financing solar infrastructure.  


vi. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 
a partnership, joint venture, or any other relationship 
other than that of grantor/grantee between the Parties or 
any beneficiaries of either Party, and the grantor/grantee 
relationship will be defined in a forthcoming Subgrant 
Agreement. 


c. Prohibited Uses. CAF shall not use any of the grant funds to carry on 
propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation to influence 
the outcome of any specific public election; to carry on, directly or 
indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award grants to individuals 
for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 


d. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule. 
i. The Parties agree that the forthcoming grant funds will be 


expended to support the purposes of the EPA Solar For All 
grant. Grant Purposes, Funding awards, and terms for 
distribution of funds will be determined upon notice of the 
grant award and that funding awards and terms for distribution 
of funds will be determined pending notice of the grant award. 


ii. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for 
providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated 
project budget.  


iii. CAF shall provide MCEC with immediate written notification (i) 
of any inability to expend the grant funds for the grant purposes; 
and (ii) prior to any expenditure of grant funds deviating from the 
grant purposes. Any expenditures deviating from the grant 
purposes shall require prior written approval by MCEC. 
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2. Term of Agreement. Performance under this agreement commences on such 
date grants funds are awarded by the EPA (the “Commencement Date”) and continues until 
the Parties have completed the work and projects described in this Agreement, but in any 
case, no later than [five] years following the Commencement Date. 


3. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 
and Compliance Officer, and CAF designates Janelle Gendrano, Deputy Director, to serve as 
Project Administrators for this Agreement.  Contact between MCEC and CAF regarding 
matters relative to this Agreement and the forthcoming Subgrant Agreement may be 
coordinated through the Project Administrators. The Project Administrator may be changed 
with written notice to the other Party.  


4. Non-Assignment. MCEC and CAF may not, during the term of this Agreement 
or any renewal or extension of this Agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part of its rights 
or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


5. Amendment of Agreement. This Agreement may be amended only as MCEC 
and the CAF mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 
which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


6. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 
regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 
agrees to administer and disburse future grant funds in compliance with all applicable related 
U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 


7. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Regarding publications, press releases, and 
visual aids of public presentations, CAF will commit to the following: 


a)  CAF will receive written consent from MCEC prior to inclusion in the 
aforementioned communication materials. 


b)  CAF will recognize MCEC as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant 
funds in the aforementioned public communications made in connection with 
the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates otherwise. 


8. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and CAF shall maintain records of 
receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds, and shall provide such records to 
MCEC who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the 
records of CAF insofar as and solely to the extent that they relate to activities supported by the 
grant funds or carried out pursuant to this Agreement. MCEC and CAF shall retain all records 
relating to the subject of this Agreement for 3 years after the termination of this Agreement. 
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9. Withholding and Repayment. MCEC reserves the right to discontinue, modify, 
or withhold any payments or to require a total or partial refund of any grant funds if, in MCEC’s 
reasonable discretion, such action is necessary in connection with the following: 


i. CAF has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms and 
conditions of this Agreement in any material respect; 


ii. CAF failed to comply with the material requirements of any law or 
regulation applicable to this grant; 


iii. By action or omission, CAF or any of its representatives have 
committed fraud with respect to the grant purposes; or 


iv. Any report or communication by CAF to MCEC is found to be 
inaccurate or misleading in any material respect. 


10.  Termination. MCEC may terminate this Agreement at any time if CAF 
materially fails to adhere to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and does not cure such 
failure within a period of thirty (30) days after receipt of written notice.  


11.  Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and CAF shall comply with the 
State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 
01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 
Agreement. 


12.  Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 
understanding of MCEC and CAF. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding the 
subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the time 
of execution.  


13.   Political Contributions. CAF shall not use any future grant funds to make 
contributions: 


i. to any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; 
ii. to any political party, organization, or action committee; or 
iii. in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOA as of the date set forth 
above. 


 
WITNESS: MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER: 


By:   By:   


Name:   Name: I. Katherine Magruder 


 
Title:  Executive Director 


 
Date:   


 


 


 
WITNESS: CLIMATE ACCESS FUND 


CORPORATION: 


 By:   By:   


Name:   Name:  Lynn Heller 


 
Title:  CEO 


 
Date: October 5, 2023 


 
 


 
 


 


Mary Sirois 


October 5, 2023 



Janelle Gendrano

Janelle Gendrano












 
July 26, 2023 


 


The Honorable Michael S. Regan 


Administrator 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 


Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 


1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 


Washington, DC 20460 


 


Dear Administrator Regan, 


 


I write in support of Maryland Clean Energy Center’s (MCEC) letter of intent for the 


Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Solar for All grant program. Investing in solar energy and 


expanding access to solar technologies will also expand access to the benefits of clean energy, 


such as reduced energy-related greenhouse gas emissions, increased household savings, energy 


resilience, reduced grid demand, improved air quality, wealth building, and quality jobs. 


 


The mission of MCEC is to advance clean energy and energy efficiency products, services, and 


technologies by implementing financing solutions that catalyze the growth of business, create 


jobs, and make clean energy products and services affordable and accessible for Maryland 


consumers. MCEC will lead a coordinated effort amongst several Maryland agencies, including 


the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA), Maryland Department of Housing and Community 


Development (DHCD) and Maryland Department of Environment (MDE). Partnering with our 


state agencies will bring the right mix of vision and skills ensuring alignment with state energy 


and climate policy and programs. Collectively, this team will mobilize the state’s collective 


resources to expand solar energy generation and storage technologies into low-income, 


underserved, and disadvantaged communities.  


 


My Administration has made combating climate change and encouraging clean energy a high 


priority, calling for 100% of Maryland’s electricity to be produced by clean sources by 2035. 


Additionally, Maryland’s Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022 calls for the state to reduce 


greenhouse gas emissions 60% by 2031 and achieve net zero emissions by 2045, while 


maximizing positive impact for Marylanders experiencing low to moderate income. 


 







Maryland is a leader in the advancement of clean energy technologies. Your full consideration of 


this proposal is greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your time and attention to this 


matter.  


 


Sincerely,  


 
Wes Moore 


Governor of Maryland 
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Chapter 38 


(Senate Bill 528) 


 


AN ACT concerning 


 


Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022 


 


FOR the purpose of requiring the State to reduce statewide greenhouse gas emissions 


through the use of various measures, including the alteration of statewide 


greenhouse gas emissions goals, the establishment of a net–zero statewide 


greenhouse gas emissions goal, the development of certain energy efficiency and 


electrification emissions reduction requirements for certain buildings, requiring 


electric companies to increase their annual incremental gross energy savings 


through certain programs and services, the establishment of certain zero–emission 


vehicle requirements for the State vehicle fleet and local school buses, and the 


establishment of a certain personal property tax exemptions exemption; requiring 


the Governor to include a certain amount in the annual budget bill in certain fiscal 


years for the Maryland Healthy Soils Program; establishing the Climate Catalytic 


Capital Fund; requiring interest earnings of the Climate Catalytic Capital Fund to 


be credited to the Climate Catalytic Capital Fund; requiring the Department of the 


Environment, in coordination with the Public Service Commission and the Maryland 


Energy Administration, to coordinate with certain utility providers to apply for and 


access certain federal funds; altering the duties of the Commission on Environmental 


Justice and Sustainable Communities; requiring landfill operators and the 


Department of the Environment to take certain actions regarding methane 


emissions; requiring the Department of the Environment to regulate methane 


emissions from landfills; requiring the Department of the Environment to establish 


Building Emissions Energy Performance Standards for certain buildings; requiring 


the Commission on Climate Change to establish the Just Transition Employment 


and Retraining Working Group to advise the Commission on Climate Change on 


certain matters and conduct a certain study, the Energy Industry Revitalization 


Working Group, the Energy Resilience and Efficiency Working Group, and the Solar 


Photovoltaic Systems Recovery, Reuse, and Recycling Working Group; requiring the 


Community Development Administration to develop and implement a program to 


provide grants for energy conservation projects and projects to install renewable 


energy systems in certain buildings; establishing the Maryland Climate Justice 


Corps Program establishing labor standards for contractors and subcontractors 


participating in certain projects undertaken by investor–owned electric companies or 


gas and electric companies; altering the scope of the Chesapeake Conservation Corps 


Program and the membership of the Advisory Board of the Corps Program; requiring 


the Maryland Department of Labor to update the Maryland Building Performance 


Standards adopt a certain construction code on or before a certain date and within a 


certain period of time for each subsequent version of the code update the Maryland 


Building Performance Standards adopt a certain construction code on or before a 


certain date and within a certain period of time for each subsequent version of the 


code; altering the duties of the Maryland Green Building Council; altering certain 
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percentages and purposes for certain targeted electricity reductions in certain years; 


establishing an electric school bus pilot program; requiring the Public Service 


Commission to implement and administer the pilot program; authorizing  


investor–owned electric companies to apply to the Public Service Commission to 


implement an electric school bus pilot program with a participating school system if 


the pilot program meets certain standards; authorizing investor–owned electric 


companies to recover certain costs under the pilot program, subject to the approval of 


the Public Service Commission; establishing certain State policy goals with regard to 


the State’s electric distribution system; requiring the Public Service Commission and 


the Maryland Energy Administration to provide assistance and support to electric 


companies for applying for and obtaining access to certain federal funds to meet the 


State’s policy goals for the electric distribution system; requiring the Maryland 


Energy Administration to identify certain funding sources; requiring certain electric 


companies to report to the Public Service Commission and the Maryland Energy 


Administration on certain funding information; establishing the Climate Transition 


and Clean Energy Hub in the Maryland Energy Administration; establishing the 


Net–Zero School Grant Fund; requiring interest earnings of the Net–Zero School 


Grant Fund to be credited to the Net–Zero School Grant Fund; establishing the 


Building Energy Transition Implementation Task Force to study certain matters and 


develop a plan for funding the retrofit of certain buildings; requiring the Public 


Service Commission and the Building Codes Administration to study and make 


recommendations on the electrification of buildings in the State; requiring the 


Maryland Green Building Council to examine and report on specified items relating 


to the procurement of concrete by the State; and generally relating to climate change 


impacts and measures to combat climate change impacts.  


 


BY renumbering 


 Article – Environment 


 Section 2–1204.2 


 to be Section 2–1204.3 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2013 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY renumbering 


 Article – Economic Development 


Section 10–854 and the part “Part V. Short Title” 


to be Section 10–858 and the part “Part VI. Short Title” 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2018 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments, 


 Article – Agriculture 


 Section 2–1901(b) 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2016 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 
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BY adding to 


 Article – Agriculture 


 Section 2–1901(e) 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2016 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement)  


 


BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments, 


 Article – Economic Development 


Section 10–801(a), (d), and (f) 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2018 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


(As enacted by Chapters 13 and 24 of the Acts of the General Assembly of the 2021 


Special Session)  


 


BY adding to 


 Article – Economic Development 


Section 10–854 and 10–855 to be under the new part “Part V. Climate Catalytic 


Capital Fund” 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2018 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 


 Article – Education 


 Section 5–303(k) 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2018 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 


 Article – Education 


 Section 5–312 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2018 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 


 Article – Environment 


Section 1–701(f) 1–701(a), (f), and (h), 2–1201(4), 2–1204.1, 2–1205, 2–1206, 2–1210,  


2–1303(a), 2–1304, and 2–1305 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2013 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY adding to 


 Article – Environment 


Section 1–205, 1–702,; 1–901 through 1–911 to be under the new subtitle “Subtitle 


9. Maryland Climate Justice Corps”; 2–407, 2–408 2–407 through 2–409,  


2–1204.2, 2–1303.1, 2–1303.2, 2–1303.3, 2–1303.4, and 2–1505; and 2–1601 
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through 2–1603 to be under the new subtitle “Subtitle 16. Building Emissions 


Energy Performance Standards” 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2013 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments, 


 Article – Environment 


 Section 1–701(a) and 2–1501 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2013 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY adding to 


 Article – Natural Resources 


Section 8–1927 through 8–1938 to be under the new part “Part III. Maryland Climate 


Justice Corps” 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2012 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY adding to 


 Article – Housing and Community Development 


 Section 4–211(d) 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2019 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement)  


 


BY adding to 


 Article – Labor and Employment 


 Section 3–416 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2016 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 


 Article – Natural Resources 


 Section 8–1913, 8–1914, 8–1915(a)(2), 8–1920, and 8–1921 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2012 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments, 


 Article – Natural Resources 


 Section 8–1915(a)(1) 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2012 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY adding to 


 Article – Natural Resources 


 Section 8–1923.1 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 
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 (2012 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement)  


 


BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments, 


 Article – Public Safety 


Section 12–501 and 12–505(a)(1) 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2018 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 


 Article – Public Safety 


Section 12–503 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2018 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 


 Article – Public Utilities 


Section 7–211(g) 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2020 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


BY adding to 


 Article – Public Utilities 


Section 7–217; and 7–801 through 7–804 to be under the new subtitle “Subtitle 8. 


Electric Distribution System Planning” 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2020 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement)  


 


BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 


 Article – State Finance and Procurement 


Section 3–602.1, 4–809(f), and 6–226(a)(2)(ii)144. and 145. 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2021 Replacement Volume) 


 


BY adding to 


 Article – State Finance and Procurement 


Section 3–602.4, 4–810, 6–226(a)(2)(ii)146. and 147., and 14–418 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2021 Replacement Volume) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments, 


 Article – State Finance and Procurement 


Section 6–226(a)(2)(i) 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2021 Replacement Volume) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 
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 Article – State Finance and Procurement 


 Section 6–226(a)(2)(ii)144. and 145. 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2021 Replacement Volume)  


 


BY adding to 


 Article – State Government 


Section 9–2010 and 9–2011 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2021 Replacement Volume) 


 


BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 


 Article – Tax – Property 


Section 7–237 


 Annotated Code of Maryland 


 (2019 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement) 


 


 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND, 


That Section(s) 2–1204.2 of Article – Environment of the Annotated Code of Maryland be 


renumbered to be Section(s) 2–1204.3. 


 


 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Section(s) 10–854 and the 


part “Part V. Short Title” of Article – Economic Development of the Annotated Code of 


Maryland be renumbered to be Section(s) 10–858 and the part “Part VI. Short Title”. 


 


 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Laws of Maryland read 


as follows: 


 


Article – Agriculture 


 


2–1901. 


 


 (b) There is a Maryland Healthy Soils Program. 


 


 (E) IN EACH OF FISCAL YEARS 2024 THROUGH 2028, THE GOVERNOR SHALL 


INCLUDE IN THE ANNUAL BUDGET BILL AN APPROPRIATION OF AT LEAST $500,000 


FOR THE PROGRAM.  
 


Article – Environment 


 


2–1204.1. 


 


 The State shall reduce statewide greenhouse gas emissions by [40%] 60% from 2006 


levels by 2030. 


 


2–1204.2. 
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 THE STATE SHALL ACHIEVE NET–ZERO STATEWIDE GREENHOUSE GAS 


EMISSIONS BY 2045. 
 


 SECTION 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Laws of Maryland read 


as follows: 


 


Article – Economic Development 


 


10–801. 


 


 (a) In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated. 


 


 (d) “Board” means the Board of Directors of the Center. 


 


 (f) “Center” means the Maryland Clean Energy Center. 


 


PART V. CLIMATE CATALYTIC CAPITAL FUND.  
 


10–854.  
 


 (A) IN THIS PART THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS 


INDICATED.  
 


 (B) “FUND” MEANS THE CLIMATE CATALYTIC CAPITAL FUND. 
 


 (C) “LOW– TO MODERATE–INCOME HOUSEHOLD” MEANS A HOUSEHOLD 


LOCATED IN A CENSUS TRACT WITH AN AVERAGE MEDIAN INCOME AT OR BELOW 80% 


OF THE AVERAGE MEDIAN INCOME FOR THE STATE.  
 


 (C) (D) “QUALIFIED PROJECT” MEANS A PROJECT RELATED TO THE 


PURPOSES SPECIFIED IN § 10–855(B) OF THIS SUBTITLE.  
 


10–855. 
 


 (A) THERE IS A CLIMATE CATALYTIC CAPITAL FUND. 
 


 (B) THE PURPOSE OF THE FUND IS TO PROMOTE ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 


GEOGRAPHICAL IMPACT REMEDIES AND TO LEVERAGE INCREASED PRIVATE 


CAPITAL INVESTMENT IN TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT AND DEPLOYMENT, 


INCLUDING PROJECT PLANNING, TO: 
 


  (1) REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AND ENABLE THE 


ADOPTION OF MEASURES TO COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS; 
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  (2) FACILITATE THE ELECTRIFICATION OF THE TRANSPORTATION 


SECTOR AND THE USE OF SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVE FUELS IN AVIATION; 
 


  (3) ENABLE IMPROVEMENTS IN ENERGY MANAGEMENT AND 


EFFICIENCY TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM THE BUILDING 


SECTOR; 
 


  (4) EXPAND THE DEPLOYMENT OF CLEAN ENERGY GENERATION AND 


ENERGY STORAGE CAPACITY;  
 


  (5) TARGET THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ENERGY AND 


WEATHERIZATION MEASURES FOR LOW– TO MODERATE–INCOME HOUSEHOLDS; 
 


  (6) OPTIMIZE THE ECONOMIC, HEALTH, SOCIAL, AND 


ENVIRONMENTAL VALUE OF COMMUNITY–SCALE INFRASTRUCTURE FOR 


RESILIENCE AND ENERGY EQUITY;  
 


  (7) ALLOW FOR THE DEPLOYMENT OF CUTTING–EDGE, ADVANCED 


CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGY; AND 
 


  (8) PROVIDE FOR THE CREATION OF A MARYLAND GREEN BOND 


PROGRAM.  
 


 (C) (1) THE CENTER SHALL ADMINISTER THE FUND. 
 


  (2) THE CENTER SHALL ESTABLISH A FUND OVERSIGHT 


COMMITTEE, APPOINTED BY THE BOARD, TO MANAGE THE FUND.  
 


 (D) THE FUND CONSISTS OF: 
 


  (1) MONEY APPROPRIATED IN THE STATE BUDGET TO THE FUND; 
 


  (2) MONEY MADE AVAILABLE TO THE FUND THROUGH PRIVATE 


CONTRIBUTIONS AND FEDERAL GRANTS OR PROGRAMS; 
 


  (3) PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE, DISPOSITION, LEASE, OR RENTAL OF 


COLLATERAL RELATED TO FINANCING MADE FROM THE FUND;  
 


  (4) REPAYMENT OF FINANCING MADE FROM THE FUND; 
 


  (5) RETURNS FROM OR RECOVERY OF ANY FINANCING MADE FROM 


THE FUND; 
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  (6) PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF ANY FINANCING MADE, OR ASSETS 


ACQUIRED WITH PROCEEDS, FROM THE FUND; 
 


  (7) INTEREST EARNINGS ON MONEY IN THE FUND; AND 
 


  (8) ANY OTHER MONEY FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE ACCEPTED FOR 


THE BENEFIT OF THE FUND.  
 


 (E) (1) THE FUND MAY BE USED ONLY TO: 
 


   (I) EVALUATE AND COORDINATE FINANCING FOR QUALIFIED 


PROJECTS AND CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES RELATED TO THE PURPOSES 


SPECIFIED UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION; 
 


   (II) PROVIDE FINANCING FOR QUALIFIED PROJECTS;  
 


   (III) FACILITATE EFFICIENT TAX EQUITY MARKETS FOR 


QUALIFIED PROJECTS;  
 


   (IV) SECURE PRIVATE INVESTMENT CAPITAL FOR FINANCING OF 


QUALIFIED PROJECTS;  
 


   (V) MAKE GRANTS TO OTHER GREEN BANKS IN THE STATE FOR 


THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING QUALIFIED PROJECTS; AND 
 


   (VI) SUBJECT TO PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS SUBSECTION, 


ADMINISTER THE FUND AND ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTER IN CARRYING OUT THIS 


PART.  
 


  (2) NOT MORE THAN 5% OF THE FUND BALANCE MAY BE USED FOR 


ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES.  
 


  (3) THE FUND MAY NOT BE USED FOR A PROJECT TO INSTALL NEW 


EQUIPMENT THAT USES FOSSIL FUELS OR IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY OF EXISTING 


EQUIPMENT THAT USES FOSSIL FUELS.  
 


 (F) (1) EXPENDITURES FROM THE FUND MAY BE MADE ONLY WITH THE 


APPROVAL OF THE FUND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE. 
 


  (2) (I) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBPARAGRAPH (II) OF THIS 


PARAGRAPH, IN EACH FISCAL YEAR AT LEAST 40% OF THE FUND BALANCE SHALL 


BE USED FOR QUALIFIED PROJECTS IN LOW– TO MODERATE–INCOME COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITIES WITH LOW– TO MODERATE–INCOME HOUSEHOLDS.  
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   (II) IN ANY FISCAL YEAR THAT THERE ARE NOT SUFFICIENT 


APPLICATIONS FOR QUALIFIED PROJECTS IN LOW– TO MODERATE–INCOME 


COMMUNITIES COMMUNITIES WITH LOW– TO MODERATE–INCOME HOUSEHOLDS, 


THE FUND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MAY AUTHORIZE FUNDING THAT WOULD 


OTHERWISE BE RESERVED UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (I) OF THIS PARAGRAPH TO BE 


USED FOR OTHER QUALIFIED PROJECTS.  
 


 (G) (1) THE FUND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO INDEPENDENT AUDIT. 
 


  (2) ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1 EACH YEAR, THE CENTER SHALL 


REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON THE USE OF THE FUND AND 


OUTCOMES OF INVESTMENTS MADE FROM THE FUND. 
 


 (H) FOR FISCAL YEARS 2024, 2025, AND 2026, THE GOVERNOR SHALL 


INCLUDE IN THE ANNUAL BUDGET BILL AN APPROPRIATION OF $5,000,000 TO THE 


FUND.  
 


10–856. RESERVED. 
 


10–857. RESERVED. 
 


Article – Education 


 


5–303. 


 


 (k) (1) A county is eligible for an adjustment to the local cost–share for school 


construction projects under paragraph (2) of this subsection if: 


 


   (i) A county’s median household income is in the bottom quartile in 


the State; and 


 


   (ii) The State and local cost–share formula for the county is 50% State 


and 50% local. 


 


  (2) (i) The local cost–share of a school construction project in a county 


that is eligible under paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be reduced to equal the local 


cost–share of the adjacent county that is less than 50% but closest to 50%. 


 


   (ii) The State cost–share of a school construction project in the eligible 


county shall be increased by a percentage that is equal to the reduction under subparagraph 


(i) of this paragraph. 
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  (3) A COUNTY SHALL RECEIVE A 5 PERCENTAGE POINT INCREASE IN 


THE STATE SHARE OF A SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT IF THE PROPOSED 


PROJECT IS TO BUILD A NET–ZERO SCHOOL. 
 


Article – Education 


 


5–312. 


 


 (a) In this section, “high performance building” has the meaning stated in §  


3–602.1 of the State Finance and Procurement Article. 


 


 (b) This section applies to the construction of new schools that have not initiated 


a Request For Proposal for the selection of an architectural and engineering consultant on 


or before July 1, 2009. 


 


 (c) (1) [Except] SUBJECT TO PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS SUBSECTION, AND 


EXCEPT as provided in subsection (d) of this section, a new school that receives State public 


school construction funds shall be constructed to be a high performance building. 


 


  (2) (I) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBPARAGRAPH (II) OF THIS 


PARAGRAPH, THE NET–ZERO ENERGY REQUIREMENTS THAT APPLY FOR A BUILDING 


TO MEET THE DEFINITION OF A “HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILDING” UNDER § 3–602.1 


OF THE STATE FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT ARTICLE DO NOT APPLY TO PUBLIC 


SCHOOL BUILDINGS.  
 


   (II) SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDING FROM THE 


NET–ZERO SCHOOL GRANT FUND ESTABLISHED UNDER § 9–2010 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, AT LEAST ONE OF THE SCHOOLS CONSTRUCTED IN EACH 


LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM FROM JULY 1, 2023, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2033, INCLUSIVE, 


SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED TO MEET NET–ZERO ENERGY REQUIREMENTS IN 


ACCORDANCE WITH § 3–602.4 OF THE STATE FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT 


ARTICLE. 
 


  (3) (I) FOR EACH SCHOOL CONSTRUCTED BY A LOCAL SCHOOL 


SYSTEM FROM JULY 1, 2024, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2033, INCLUSIVE, THE LOCAL 


SCHOOL SYSTEM SHALL CONSIDER WHETHER THE SCHOOL SHOULD BE 


CONSTRUCTED WITH SOLAR PANELS ON THE ROOF OF THE SCHOOL. 
 


   (II) IF, AFTER CONSIDERING INSTALLING SOLAR PANELS 


UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (I) OF THIS PARAGRAPH, A LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM DECIDES 


NOT TO CONSTRUCT SOLAR PANELS ON THE ROOF OF THE SCHOOL, THE LOCAL 


SCHOOL SYSTEM SHALL PROVIDE TO THE INTERAGENCY COMMISSION 


INFORMATION REGARDING WHY THE SCHOOL SYSTEM CHOSE NOT TO CONSTRUCT 


SOLAR PANELS ON THE ROOF OF THE SCHOOL. 
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 (d) (1) The Interagency Commission shall establish a process to allow a school 


system to obtain a waiver from complying with subsection (c) of this section. 


 


  (2) The waiver process shall: 


 


   (i) Include a review by the Interagency Commission to determine if 


the construction of a high performance building is not practicable; and 


 


   (ii) Require the approval of a waiver by the Interagency Commission. 


 


  (3) THE INTERAGENCY COMMISSION SHALL WAIVE THE 


REQUIREMENTS OF SUBSECTION (C)(2)(II) OF THIS SUBSECTION IF THE 


INTERAGENCY COMMISSION DETERMINES THAT: 
 


   (I) THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NET–ZERO ENERGY SCHOOL 


BUILDING IS NOT PRACTICABLE BECAUSE OF SPATIAL LIMITATIONS AT THE 


BUILDING SITE; OR 


 


   (II) WHEN TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE AVAILABILITY OF 


STATE COST SHARE FUNDS AND GRANTS FROM THE NET–ZERO SCHOOL GRANT 


FUND ESTABLISHED UNDER § 9–2010 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE 


COST TO THE LOCAL JURISDICTION OF CONSTRUCTING A NET–ZERO ENERGY 


SCHOOL BUILDING WOULD EXCEED THE COST OF CONSTRUCTING A TRADITIONAL, 


HIGH PERFORMANCE SCHOOL BUILDING.  
 


 (e) For fiscal years 2010 through 2014 only, the State shall pay 50% of the local 


share of the extra costs, identified and approved by the Interagency Commission, that are 


incurred in constructing a new school to meet the high performance building requirements 


of this section. 


 


 (f) (1) The Interagency Commission shall adopt regulations to implement the 


requirements of this section. 


 


  (2) IN IMPLEMENTING NET–ZERO ENERGY REQUIREMENTS FOR 


SCHOOL BUILDINGS, THE INTERAGENCY COMMISSION SHALL CONSULT WITH THE 


CLIMATE TRANSITION AND CLEAN ENERGY HUB ESTABLISHED UNDER § 9–2011 OF 


THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE.  
 


Article – Environment 


 


1–205. 
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 IN ORDER TO MEET THE POLICY GOALS OF THE STATE FOR THE ELECTRIC 


DISTRIBUTION GRID SYSTEM, THE DEPARTMENT, IN COORDINATION WITH THE 


PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION AND THE MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION, 


SHALL COORDINATE WITH UTILITY PROVIDERS IN THE STATE TO APPLY FOR AND 


ACCESS FEDERAL FUNDS, INCLUDING FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE UNDER §§ 40101, 


40103, AND 40107 OF THE FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT.  
 


1–701. 


 


 (a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated. 


 


  (2) “Business organization” means a corporation, business trust, 


partnership, or any other for–profit entity. 


 


  (3) “Commission” means the Commission on Environmental Justice and 


Sustainable Communities. 


 


  (4) “Community listening session” means a public convening to gather 


information and input from community members. 


 


  (5) “Environmental justice” means equal protection from environmental 


and public health hazards for all people regardless of race, income, culture, and social 


status. 


 


  (6) “Environmental organization” means a nonprofit entity engaged in 


advocacy or, action, EDUCATION, OR JOB TRAINING related to conservation, stewardship 


of natural resources, or pollution reduction, OR CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS. 
 


  (7) “OVERBURDENED COMMUNITY” MEANS ANY CENSUS TRACT FOR 


WHICH THREE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH INDICATORS 


ARE ABOVE THE 75TH PERCENTILE STATEWIDE: 
 


   (I) PARTICULATE MATTER (PM) 2.5;  
 


   (II) OZONE;  
 


   (III) NATIONAL AIR TOXICS ASSESSMENT (NATA) DIESEL PM;  
 


   (IV) NATA CANCER RISK;  
 


   (V) NATA RESPIRATORY HAZARD INDEX;  
 


   (VI) TRAFFIC PROXIMITY;  
 


   (VII) LEAD PAINT INDICATOR;  
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   (VIII) NATIONAL PRIORITIES LIST SUPERFUND SITE PROXIMITY;  
 


   (IX) RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN FACILITY PROXIMITY;  
 


   (X) HAZARDOUS WASTE PROXIMITY;  
 


   (XI) WASTEWATER DISCHARGE INDICATOR;  
 


   (XII) PROXIMITY TO A CONCENTRATED ANIMAL FEEDING 


OPERATION (CAFO);  
 


   (XIII) PERCENT OF THE POPULATION LACKING BROADBAND 


COVERAGE;  
 


   (XIV) ASTHMA EMERGENCY ROOM DISCHARGES;  
 


   (XV) MYOCARDIAL INFARCTION DISCHARGES;  
 


   (XVI) LOW–BIRTH–WEIGHT INFANTS;  
 


   (XVII) PROXIMITY TO EMITTING POWER PLANTS;  
 


   (XVIII) PROXIMITY TO A TOXIC RELEASE INVENTORY (TRI) 


FACILITY;  
 


   (XIX) PROXIMITY TO A BROWNFIELDS SITE;  
 


   (XX) PROXIMITY TO MINING OPERATIONS; AND 


 


   (XXI) PROXIMITY TO A HAZARDOUS WASTE LANDFILL. 
 


  (8) “UNDERSERVED COMMUNITY” MEANS ANY CENSUS TRACT IN 


WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE MOST RECENT U.S. CENSUS BUREAU SURVEY: 
 


   (I) AT LEAST 25% OF THE RESIDENTS QUALIFY AS  


LOW–INCOME;  
 


   (II) AT LEAST 50% OF THE RESIDENTS IDENTIFY AS NONWHITE; 


OR 


 


   (III) AT LEAST 15% OF THE RESIDENTS HAVE LIMITED ENGLISH 


PROFICIENCY. 
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 (f) (1) The Department shall provide staff for the Commission. 


 


  (2) THE STAFFING RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 


INCLUDE CONDUCTING: 
 


   (I) CONDUCTING RESEARCH AND GATHERING DATA AT THE 


DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION; 
 


   (II) ARRANGING AND STAFFING COMMISSION MEETINGS; 
 


   (III) SERVING AS AN INFORMED RESOURCE FOR THE CHAIR AND 


MEMBERS; AND 


 


   (IV) MANAGING, IMPLEMENTING, AND CARRYING OUT THE 


COMMISSION’S WORK TO ACHIEVE ITS MISSION AND OVERALL PURPOSE.  
 


 (h) The Commission shall: 


 


  (1) Advise State government agencies on environmental justice and related 


community issues; 


 


  (2) Use data sets and mapping tools to review and analyze the impact of 


current State and local laws, permits, actions, and policies on the issue of environmental 


justice and sustainable communities, including cumulative impacts, effects, and exposure; 


 


  (3) Assess the adequacy of State and local government laws to address the 


issue of environmental justice and sustainable communities, including assessing 


compliance with Title VI of the federal Civil Rights Act of 1964; 


 


  (4) Coordinate with the Children’s Environmental Health and Protection 


Advisory Council, the Maryland Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities, and the 


Commission on Climate Change on recommendations related to environmental justice and 


sustainable communities; [and] 
 


  (5) IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 1–702 OF THIS SUBTITLE, COORDINATE 


WITH THE DEPARTMENT ON: 
 


   (I) THE ADOPTION OF A METHODOLOGY FOR IDENTIFYING 


COMMUNITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS; 
 


   (II) THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIFIC STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS 


ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE GEOGRAPHICAL IMPACT CONCERNS, REDUCE EMISSIONS 


OF GREENHOUSE GASES AND CO–POLLUTANTS, AND BUILD CLIMATE EQUITY AND 


RESILIENCE WITHIN DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED COMMUNITIES; AND 


 







Ch. 38 2022 LAWS OF MARYLAND  


 


– 16 – 


   (III) THE ESTABLISHMENT OF GOALS FOR THE PERCENTAGE OF 


STATE FUNDING FOR GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION REDUCTION MEASURES THAT 


SHOULD BE USED FOR THE BENEFIT OF DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED 


COMMUNITIES; AND 
 


  (6) Recommend options to the Governor and the General Assembly for 


addressing issues, concerns, or problems related to environmental justice that surface after 


reviewing State laws and policies, including prioritizing areas of the State that need 


immediate attention. 


 


1–702. 
 


 (A) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2023, THE DEPARTMENT, IN 


CONSULTATION WITH THE COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND 


SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES, SHALL: 
 


  (1) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION, ADOPT A 


METHODOLOGY FOR IDENTIFYING COMMUNITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED 


BY CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS;  
 


  (2) DEVELOP SPECIFIC STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS ENVIRONMENTAL 


JUSTICE GEOGRAPHICAL IMPACT CONCERNS, REDUCE EMISSIONS OF GREENHOUSE 


GASES AND CO–POLLUTANTS, AND BUILD CLIMATE EQUITY AND RESILIENCE WITHIN 


COMMUNITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS;  
 


  (3) SET APPROPRIATE GOALS FOR THE PERCENTAGE OF STATE 


FUNDING FOR GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION REDUCTION MEASURES THAT SHOULD 


BE USED FOR THE BENEFIT OF DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED COMMUNITIES; 


AND 
 


  (4) REPORT TO THE MARYLAND COMMISSION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 


AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON THE POLICIES AND PROGRAMS DEVELOPED UNDER THIS 


SUBSECTION. 
 


 (B) IN EVALUATING METHODOLOGIES UNDER SUBSECTION (A)(1) OF THIS 


SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL USE MARYLAND EJSCREEN OR OTHER 


APPROPRIATE MAPPING TOOLS TO CONSIDER GEOGRAPHIC, DEMOGRAPHIC, 


PUBLIC HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARD, AND SOCIOECONOMIC CRITERIA, 


INCLUDING:, AT A MINIMUM, INCLUDE: 
 


  (1) UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES;  
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  (2) OVERBURDENED COMMUNITIES; AND  


 


  (1) AREAS BURDENED BY CUMULATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION 


AND OTHER HAZARDS THAT CAN LEAD TO NEGATIVE PUBLIC HEALTH EFFECTS; 
 


  (2) AREAS WITH HIGH CONCENTRATIONS OF: 
 


   (I) PEOPLE PERSONS EXPERIENCING POVERTY, HIGH 


UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, HIGH RENT BURDENS, LOW LEVELS OF HOME OWNERSHIP, 


OR LOW LEVELS OF EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT; OR 


 


   (II) POPULATIONS THAT HAVE HISTORICALLY EXPERIENCED 


DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF RACE OR ETHNICITY OR SUBGROUPS THAT HAVE 


EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER AND MORE ADVERSE HEALTH AND 


ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS BASED ON RACE, GENDER, ETHNICITY, COLOR, 


CULTURE, NATIONAL ORIGIN, OR INCOME; AND 


 


  (3) AREAS THAT ARE VULNERABLE TO THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE 


CHANGE IMPACTS, SUCH AS FLOODING, STORM SURGES, AND URBAN HEAT ISLAND 


EFFECTS, DUE TO LOW LEVELS OF TREE COVERAGE, HIGH LEVELS OF IMPERVIOUS 


SURFACES, OR OTHER FACTORS.  
 


 (C) IN CARRYING OUT ITS RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER THIS SECTION, THE 


DEPARTMENT SHALL SOLICIT: 
 


  (1) SOLICIT INPUT FROM ALL SEGMENTS OF THE POPULATION THAT 


WILL BE IMPACTED BY THE POLICIES DEVELOPED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS 


SECTION, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS LIVING IN AREAS THAT MAY BE IDENTIFIED AS 


DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED COMMUNITIES UNDER THE PROPOSED CRITERIA;  
 


  (2) ENSURE THAT EQUITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 


GEOGRAPHICAL IMPACT REMEDIES ARE KEY PRINCIPLES; AND 


 


  (3) INCORPORATE ENVIRONMENTAL AND CLIMATE JUSTICE 


GEOGRAPHICAL IMPACT CONSIDERATIONS INTO ALL RECOMMENDATIONS, 


POLICIES, PROGRAMS, AND FUNDING PRIORITIES. 
 


SUBTITLE 9. MARYLAND CLIMATE JUSTICE CORPS. 
 


1–901. 
 


 (A) IN THIS SUBTITLE THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS 


INDICATED. 
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 (B) “CLEAN ENERGY PROJECT” MEANS A PROJECT TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO 


CLEAN, RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES IN A COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY 


AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE.  
 


 (C) “CLIMATE MITIGATION PROJECT” MEANS A PROJECT TO REDUCE 


EMISSIONS OF GREENHOUSE GASES AND CO–POLLUTANTS AND MITIGATE THE 


HEALTH IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN A COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY 


AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE.  
 


 (D) “COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE” 


MEANS A COMMUNITY IDENTIFIED USING THE METHODOLOGY RECOMMENDED BY 


THE COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES 


UNDER § 1–702 OF THIS TITLE. 
 


 (E) “COORDINATING ENTITY” MEANS THE CHESAPEAKE BAY TRUST 


ESTABLISHED UNDER § 8–1902 OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES ARTICLE. 
 


 (E) (F) “CORPS BOARD” MEANS THE ADVISORY BOARD OF THE CORPS 


PROGRAM. 
 


 (F) (G) “CORPS PROGRAM” MEANS THE MARYLAND CLIMATE JUSTICE 


CORPS PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER § 1–902 OF THIS SUBTITLE. 
 


 (G) (H) “QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION” MEANS: 
 


  (1) A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION OR NONBUSINESS ENTITY; 
 


  (2) AN EDUCATIONAL, ADVOCACY, OR JOB TRAINING ORGANIZATION; 
 


  (3) A COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION; 
 


  (4) A SERVICE, YOUTH, OR CIVIC GROUP; 
 


  (5) A PUBLIC OR PRIVATE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION; 
 


  (6) A COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY; OR 


 


  (7) A UNIT OF STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 
 


1–902. 
 


 (A) THERE IS A MARYLAND CLIMATE JUSTICE CORPS PROGRAM 


ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE CORPS BOARD 
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DEPARTMENT AND MANAGED BY THE COORDINATING ENTITY IN ACCORDANCE 


WITH THIS SUBTITLE. 
 


 (B) THE COORDINATING ENTITY SHALL MANAGE THE PRIMARY ACTIVITIES, 


MANAGE THE BUDGET, AND PROMOTE THE PURPOSE OF THE CORPS PROGRAM. 
 


 (B) (C) THE PURPOSE OF THE CORPS PROGRAM IS TO: 
 


  (1) PROMOTE CLIMATE JUSTICE AND ASSIST THE STATE IN 


ACHIEVING ITS GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTION TARGETS; 
 


  (2) PROVIDE YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO 


ENGAGE IN MEANINGFUL SERVICE TO THEIR COMMUNITIES AND THE STATE; 
 


  (3) MOBILIZE, EDUCATE, AND TRAIN YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS TO 


DEPLOY CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGY AND MITIGATE AND PREVENT THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN COMMUNITIES 


DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE;  
 


  (4) ENSURE UNDERSERVED AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 


POPULATIONS ARE GIVEN ASSISTANCE NEEDED TO PREPARE FOR AND ADAPT TO 


THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE; AND 


 


  (5) PROVIDE A GREEN CAREER LADDER AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 


ALL YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS, ESPECIALLY THOSE MOST AT RISK, TO BE EXPOSED 


TO AND TRAINED IN THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, 


GOVERNMENTAL AND REGULATORY ADMINISTRATION, AND RENEWABLE ENERGY 


GENERATION SECTORS. 
 


1–903. 
 


 (A) (1) THE PURPOSE OF THE CORPS BOARD IS TO ADVISE THE 


DEPARTMENT COORDINATING ENTITY AND THE DEPARTMENT IN THE 


DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CORPS PROGRAM. 
 


  (2) THE CORPS BOARD CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS: 
 


   (I) TWO MEMBERS OF THE SENATE OF MARYLAND, APPOINTED 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE; 
 


   (II) TWO MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, APPOINTED 


BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE; 
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   (III) ONE PRESIDENT FROM A HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGE 


OR UNIVERSITY IN THE STATE, OR THE PRESIDENT’S DESIGNEE, APPOINTED BY THE 


COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES; 
 


   (IV) TWO MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 


MARYLAND CORPS BOARD APPOINTED BY THE BOARD CHAIR;  
 


   (V) THREE MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR WITH THE 


ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE INDIVIDUAL 


FROM THE NONPROFIT SECTOR WITH A BACKGROUND IN EDUCATION AND STUDENT 


SERVICE AND ONE WITH A BACKGROUND IN WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT; AND 


 


   (VI) THREE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION ON 


ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES, APPOINTED BY THE 


CHAIR OF THE COMMISSION. 
 


  (3) IF A REGULATED LOBBYIST IS APPOINTED TO SERVE AS A MEMBER 


OF THE CORPS BOARD, THE LOBBYIST IS NOT SUBJECT TO: 
 


   (I) § 5–504(D) OF THE GENERAL PROVISIONS ARTICLE; OR 


 


   (II) § 5–704(F)(3) OF THE GENERAL PROVISIONS ARTICLE AS A 


RESULT OF THAT SERVICE. 
 


 (B) A MEMBER OF THE CORPS BOARD SHALL RESIDE IN THE STATE. 
 


 (C) IN MAKING APPOINTMENTS TO THE CORPS BOARD, THE GOVERNOR 


SHALL CONSIDER: 
 


  (1) RACIAL, ETHNIC, CULTURAL, AND GENDER DIVERSITY; AND 


 


  (2) ALL GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS OF THE STATE. 
 


 (D) A MEMBER OF THE CORPS BOARD: 
 


  (1) MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION AS A MEMBER OF THE CORPS 


BOARD; BUT 


 


  (2) IS ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES UNDER THE 


STANDARD STATE TRAVEL REGULATIONS, AS PROVIDED IN THE STATE BUDGET. 
 


 (E) (1) THE TERM OF A MEMBER IS 4 YEARS. 
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  (2) THE TERMS OF THE MEMBERS ARE STAGGERED AS REQUIRED BY 


THE TERMS PROVIDED FOR MEMBERS ON JULY 1, 2022. 
 


  (3) AT THE END OF A TERM, A MEMBER CONTINUES TO SERVE UNTIL 


A SUCCESSOR IS APPOINTED AND QUALIFIES. 
 


  (4) A MEMBER WHO IS APPOINTED AFTER A TERM HAS BEGUN SERVES 


ONLY FOR THE REST OF THE TERM AND UNTIL A SUCCESSOR IS APPOINTED AND 


QUALIFIES. 
 


 (F) THE APPOINTING AUTHORITY MAY REMOVE A MEMBER FOR 


INCOMPETENCE, MISCONDUCT, OR FAILURE TO PERFORM THE DUTIES OF THE 


POSITION. 
 


 (G) (1) THE CORPS BOARD SHALL DETERMINE THE TIMES AND PLACES 


OF ITS MEETINGS. 
 


  (2) THE CORPS BOARD MAY ACT WITH AN AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF 


SEVEN MEMBERS. 
 


  (3) THE CORPS BOARD SHALL MAKE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE ON ITS 


WEBSITE LIVE VIDEO STREAMING OF EACH PORTION OF A MEETING THAT IS HELD 


IN OPEN SESSION. 
 


1–904. 
 


 (A) FROM AMONG ITS MEMBERS, THE CORPS BOARD SHALL ELECT A CHAIR 


AND A VICE CHAIR. 
 


 (B) THE DEPARTMENT COORDINATING ENTITY SHALL PROVIDE STAFF 


SUPPORT FOR THE CORPS BOARD. 
 


1–905. 
 


 (A) (1) THE DEPARTMENT COORDINATING ENTITY, IN CONSULTATION 


WITH THE CORPS BOARD, SHALL MAKE GRANTS TO QUALIFIED ORGANIZATIONS TO 


SUPPORT A MARYLAND CLIMATE JUSTICE CORPS PROGRAM THAT INVOLVES 


YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS THROUGHOUT THE STATE TO CARRY OUT THIS 


SUBTITLE. 
 


  (2) THE CORPS PROGRAM SHALL ENGAGE AND DEVELOP CORPS 


MEMBERS IN CLIMATE JUSTICE PROJECTS AND CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS IN 


COMMUNITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE. 
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  (3) ELIGIBLE CORPS PROGRAM EXPENSES INCLUDE PERSONNEL 


COSTS, STIPENDS, SUPPLIES, AND OTHER MATERIALS FOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 


BY CORPS MEMBERS. 
 


 (B) THE DEPARTMENT COORDINATING ENTITY, IN CONSULTATION WITH 


THE CORPS BOARD, SHALL DEVELOP GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATING APPLICATIONS 


FROM QUALIFIED ORGANIZATIONS. 
 


 (C) THE GUIDELINES DEVELOPED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (B) 


OF THIS SECTION SHALL: 
 


  (1) CONSIDER THE CAPABILITY OF THE QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION 


TO CARRY OUT CORPS PROGRAMS OR PROJECTS; 
 


  (2) ENCOURAGE AND CONSIDER MULTIYEAR, MULTIPARTNER 


PROPOSALS, LOCAL MATCH, COST–SHARING AGREEMENTS, AND IN–KIND MATCH AS 


FACTORS IN EVALUATING CORPS PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATIONS; AND 


 


  (3) REQUIRE GRANT APPLICATIONS TO DESCRIBE HOW THE 


QUALIFYING ORGANIZATION INTENDS TO: 
 


   (I) ASSESS THE SKILLS OF CORPS PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS; 
 


   (II) PROVIDE LIFE SKILLS AND WORK SKILLS TRAINING; 
 


   (III) PROVIDE TRAINING AND EDUCATION, IN ADDITION TO THE 


TRAINING PROVIDED AS A PART OF THE MAIN CORPS PROGRAM; 
 


   (IV) DEVELOP, WHERE RELEVANT, AGREEMENTS FOR 


ACADEMIC STUDY WITH: 
 


    1. LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCIES; 
 


    2. COMMUNITY COLLEGES; 
 


    3. 4–YEAR COLLEGES; 
 


    4. AREA CHARTER HIGH SCHOOLS AND  


VOCATIONAL–TECHNICAL SCHOOLS; AND 


 


    5. COMMUNITY–BASED ORGANIZATIONS; AND 


 


   (V) PROVIDE CAREER AND EDUCATIONAL GUIDANCE. 
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 (D) A GRANT AGREEMENT REGARDING FUNDS FROM THE DEPARTMENT 


COORDINATING ENTITY SHALL: 
 


  (1) SPECIFY THE ALLOWED USE OF THE FUNDS PROVIDED UNDER 


THE GRANT, INCLUDING ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES AND PERFORMANCE 


REQUIREMENTS; 
 


  (2) TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED FOR EFFICIENT MULTIYEAR 


FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE FUNDS; AND 


 


  (3) INCLUDE PROVISIONS FOR VERIFICATION THAT CORPS 


PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS ARE BEING IMPLEMENTED AS PLANNED. 
 


1–906. 
 


 (A) FOR THE CORPS PROGRAM, THE DEPARTMENT COORDINATING ENTITY 


AND QUALIFIED ORGANIZATIONS SHALL PRINCIPALLY RECRUIT INDIVIDUALS FOR A 


MINIMUM 6–MONTH COMMITMENT WHO, AT THE TIME OF ENROLLMENT, ARE AT 


LEAST 18 YEARS OLD AND NOT MORE THAN 25 YEARS OLD. 
 


 (B) QUALIFIED ORGANIZATIONS MAY NOT UNDERTAKE A PROJECT IF THE 


PROJECT WOULD REPLACE REGULAR WORKERS OR DUPLICATE OR REPLACE AN 


EXISTING SERVICE IN THE SAME LOCALITY. 
 


 (C) A CORPS MEMBER MAY RECEIVE A STIPEND. 
 


 (D) STIPENDS FOR CORPS MEMBERS SHALL INCLUDE MONETARY 


PAYMENTS OF AT LEAST $15 PER HOUR AND HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFITS. 
 


1–907. 
 


 (A) THE DEPARTMENT COORDINATING ENTITY SHALL PROVIDE 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO QUALIFIED ORGANIZATIONS THAT REQUEST 


ASSISTANCE. 
 


 (B) THE DEPARTMENT COORDINATING ENTITY SHALL CONVENE CORPS 


MEMBERS ON A REGULAR BASIS IN ORDER TO: 
 


  (1) PROMOTE TEAM BUILDING AMONG THE PARTICIPANTS; 
 


  (2) DEVELOP AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE OVERALL CORPS 


PROGRAM PURPOSE; 
 


  (3) SHARE INFORMATION ABOUT BEST PRACTICES; 
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  (4) RECOGNIZE EXCELLENCE; AND 


 


  (5) PROVIDE TRAINING AND OTHER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES. 
 


 (C) IN PROVIDING TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, THE 


DEPARTMENT COORDINATING ENTITY MAY CONTRACT WITH AN ORGANIZATION 


WITH A PROVEN TRACK RECORD OF DEVELOPING AND SUSTAINING CORPS 


PROGRAMS, WORKING WITH THE MARYLAND CONSERVATION CORPS MODEL, AND 


ENGAGING YOUNG PEOPLE. 
 


1–908. 
 


 (A) THE CORPS PROGRAM’S PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES SHALL MEET AN 


IDENTIFIABLE PUBLIC NEED WITHIN A COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY 


AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE, WITH SPECIFIC EMPHASIS ON PROJECTS THAT 


RESULT IN LONG–TERM REDUCTIONS TO GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AND 


IMPROVEMENTS TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT.  
 


 (B) CLIMATE MITIGATION PROJECTS MAY INCLUDE:  
 


  (1) PROJECTS TO EXPAND URBAN TREE CANOPY, IMPLEMENT GREEN 


ROOFTOPS, AND TAKE OTHER ACTIONS TO REDUCE URBAN HEAT ISLAND EFFECTS; 


AND 


 


  (2) PROJECTS TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO CLEAN, RELIABLE 


TRANSPORTATION, INCLUDING THROUGH THE EXPANSION OF BIKE TRAILS AND 


PEDESTRIAN WALKWAYS.  
 


 (C) CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS MAY INCLUDE:  
 


  (1) PROJECTS TO INSTALL RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS AT  


LOW–INCOME HOUSEHOLDS AND SCHOOLS, LIBRARIES, AND OTHER PUBLIC 


BUILDINGS;  
 


  (2) PROJECTS TO UNDERTAKE HOLISTIC RETROFITS OF  


LOW–INCOME HOUSEHOLDS, INCLUDING WEATHERIZATION AND HEAT PUMP 


INSTALLATION; AND 


 


  (3) PROJECTS TO PROVIDE EXPERIENCE IN THE ENERGY 


EFFICIENCY, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, GOVERNMENTAL AND REGULATORY 


ADMINISTRATION, AND RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION SECTORS. 
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1–909. 
 


 (A) THE DEPARTMENT AND THE CORPS BOARD COORDINATING ENTITY 


SHALL SEEK FEDERAL FUNDS AND GRANTS AND DONATIONS FROM PRIVATE 


SOURCES TO BE MADE TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF LONG–TERM 


FUNDING OF THE CORPS PROGRAM. 
 


 (B) (1) IN FISCAL YEAR 2024 AND EACH FISCAL YEAR THEREAFTER, THE 


GOVERNOR SHALL INCLUDE IN THE ANNUAL BUDGET BILL AN APPROPRIATION OF 


$1,500,000 TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE CORPS PROGRAM.  
 


  (2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL TRANSFER THE FUNDS RECEIVED 


UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION TO THE COORDINATING ENTITY FOR 


THE OPERATION OF THE CORPS PROGRAM. 
 


1–910. 
 


 (A) IN DEVELOPING ITS PROGRAMS AND SEEKING FEDERAL AND STATE 


GRANTS, THE DEPARTMENT AND THE CORPS BOARD COORDINATING ENTITY 


SHALL: 
 


  (1) COORDINATE ALL EFFORTS WITH THE MARYLAND CORPS 


PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER § 24–1102 OF THE EDUCATION ARTICLE; 
 


  (2) COORDINATE ALL EFFORTS WITH THE MARYLAND 


CONSERVATION CORPS, TO ENGAGE YOUNG ADULTS IN CONSERVATION SERVICE 


PROJECTS;  
 


  (3) SEEK ASSISTANCE AND ADVICE FROM RELEVANT PUBLIC AND 


PRIVATE SOURCES; AND 


 


  (4) EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INITIATING A COLLEGE–LEVEL 


CAMPAIGN TO ENGAGE WITH COMMUNITY COLLEGES, HISTORICALLY BLACK 


COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, AND OTHER INSTITUTES OF HIGHER LEARNING IN 


THE STATE. 
 


 (B) IN DEVELOPING CLEAN ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE AND EDUCATIONAL 


PROGRAMS, THE DEPARTMENT COORDINATING ENTITY AND THE CORPS BOARD 


SHALL SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM AND COOPERATE WITH THE MARYLAND CLEAN 


ENERGY CENTER UNDER TITLE 10, SUBTITLE 8 OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


ARTICLE. 
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 (C) IN DEVELOPING ITS CORPS MEMBER PROGRAMS, THE DEPARTMENT 


COORDINATING ENTITY AND THE CORPS BOARD SHALL SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM 


AND COOPERATE WITH: 
 


  (1) THE MARYLAND SERVICE CORPS AND THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 


ON SERVICE AND VOLUNTEERISM UNDER TITLE 9.5, SUBTITLE 2 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE; 
 


  (2) THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND OTHER APPROPRIATE 


UNITS OF STATE GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTOR ENTITIES TO DEVELOP 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN PRIVATE SECTOR ACTIVITIES, 


SUCH AS INTERNSHIP AND EXTERNSHIP PROGRAMS; AND 


 


  (3) COMMUNITY COLLEGES, 4–YEAR COLLEGES, AND UNIVERSITIES 


IN THE STATE, TO DEVELOP OPPORTUNITIES FOR COURSE CREDIT ARRANGEMENTS 


THROUGH WHICH CORPS MEMBERS MAY EARN COURSE CREDITS FOR 


PARTICIPATION IN THE CORPS PROGRAM AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO OR IN ADDITION 


TO PAYMENT OF A STIPEND. 
 


1–911. 
 


 (A) ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1 EACH YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT, IN 


CONSULTATION WITH THE COORDINATING ENTITY AND THE CORPS BOARD, SHALL 


REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
 


 (B) THE REPORT SHALL INCLUDE A COMPLETE OPERATING AND FINANCIAL 


STATEMENT COVERING THE OPERATIONS OF THE CORPS BOARD COORDINATING 


ENTITY AND A SUMMARY OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CORPS BOARD DURING THE 


PRECEDING FISCAL YEAR.  
 


2–407. 
 


 (A) THIS SUBJECT TO § 2–409 OF THIS SUBTITLE, THIS SECTION APPLIES 


ONLY TO A MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILL THAT IS REQUIRED TO MONITOR AND 


REPORT METHANE EMISSIONS TO THE DEPARTMENT.  
 


 (B) IF METHANE EMISSIONS DATA ACQUIRED FROM AIRCRAFT 


OBSERVATIONS, WHERE AVAILABLE, EXCEEDS THE GROUND–LEVEL EMISSIONS 


DATA REPORTED BY A MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILL BY MORE THAN 25%, THE 


DEPARTMENT SHALL REQUIRE THE LANDFILL OPERATOR TO: 
 


  (1) INVESTIGATE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE DATA;  
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  (2) REASSESS THE METHODOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT USED TO OBTAIN 


THE GROUND–LEVEL DATA; AND 


 


  (3) (I) TAKE ANY STEPS NECESSARY TO IMPROVE THE ACCURACY 


OF GROUND–LEVEL EMISSIONS DATA; OR  


 


   (II) EXPLAIN TO THE DEPARTMENT THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS FOR 


BELIEVING THAT THE GROUND–LEVEL EMISSIONS DATA IS ACCURATE.  
 


 (C) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PUBLICLY DISCLOSE ON THE DEPARTMENT’S 


WEBSITE: 
 


  (1) ALL METHANE EMISSIONS DATA OBTAINED THROUGH AIRPLANE 


OBSERVATIONS; AND 


 


  (2) ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN METHANE EMISSIONS DATA 


OBTAINED THROUGH AIRCRAFT OBSERVATIONS AND GROUND–LEVEL METHANE 


EMISSIONS DATA REPORTED BY MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILLS.  
 


2–408. 
 


 (A) ON SUBJECT TO § 2–409 OF THIS SUBTITLE, ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 


2024, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING SURFACE 


METHANE EMISSIONS STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILLS.  
 


 (B) THE REGULATIONS SHALL BE AT LEAST AS STRINGENT AS THE 


CALIFORNIA LANDFILL METHANE REGULATION ADOPTED ON JUNE 17, 2010.  
 


2–409. 
 


 (A) THE DEPARTMENT MAY EXEMPT A MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILL 


FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF § 2–407 OF THIS SUBTITLE AND ANY REGULATIONS 


ADOPTED UNDER § 2–408 OF THIS SUBTITLE BASED ON: 
 


  (1) ACTUAL SITE EMISSION DATA OR MODELS; 
 


  (2) ACTIVITIES SUCH AS VOLUNTARY IMPLEMENTATION OF 


LANDFILL GAS MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS BELOW MANDATORY GAS MANAGEMENT 


THRESHOLDS ESTABLISHED UNDER TITLE V OF THE FEDERAL CLEAN AIR ACT; 
 


  (3) IMPLEMENTATION OF ORGANICS COMPOSTING SYSTEMS; 
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  (4) IMPLEMENTATION OF ENCLOSED ORGANICS ANAEROBIC 


DIGESTION WITH GAS CAPTURE THAT OTHERWISE REDUCES GREENHOUSE GASES; 
 


  (5) REQUESTS FROM MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILL 


OPERATORS TO ACCOMMODATE THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW RENEWABLE ENERGY 


FACILITIES ON CLOSED MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILLS; OR 


 


  (6) OTHER SCIENCE–BASED, EVIDENTIARY EXEMPTION REQUESTS. 
 


 (B) IF THE COST OF MONITORING OR MEASURING METHANE EMISSIONS 


FROM A MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILL IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE 


REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED UNDER § 2–407 OR § 2–408 OF THIS SUBTITLE 


EXCEEDS THE COSTS OF MEASURING OR MONITORING METHANE EMISSIONS IN 


ACCORDANCE WITH FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS, THE STATE SHALL REIMBURSE THE 


LANDFILL OPERATOR FOR 50% OF THE COST DIFFERENCE.  
 


2–1201. 


 


 The General Assembly finds that: 


 


  (4) The State has the ingenuity to reduce the threat of global warming and 


make greenhouse gas reductions a part of the State’s future by achieving a 25% reduction 


in greenhouse gas emissions from 2006 levels by 2020 and by preparing a plan to meet a 


longer–term goal of [reducing greenhouse gas emissions by up to 90% from 2006 levels by 


2050] ACHIEVING NET–ZERO STATEWIDE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS BY 2045 in a 


manner that promotes new “green” jobs, and protects existing jobs and the State’s economic 


well–being; 


 


2–1204.1. 


 


 The State shall reduce statewide greenhouse gas emissions by [40%] 60% from 2006 


levels by [2030] 2031.  


 


2–1205. 


 


 (a) The State shall develop plans, adopt regulations, and implement programs 


that reduce statewide greenhouse gas emissions in accordance with this subtitle. 


 


 (b) On or before [December 31, 2018] JUNE 30, 2023, the Department shall: 


 


  (1) Submit a proposed plan that reduces statewide greenhouse gas 


emissions by [40%] 60% from 2006 levels by 2030 2031 to the Governor and General 


Assembly; 


 


  (2) Make the proposed plan available to the public; and 
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  (3) Convene a series of public workshops to provide interested parties with 


an opportunity to comment on the proposed plan. 


 


 (c) (1) The Department shall, on or before December 31, 2012, adopt a final 


plan that reduces statewide greenhouse gas emissions by 25% from 2006 levels by 2020. 


 


  (2) The Department shall, on or before December 31, [2019] 2023, adopt a 


final plan that [reduces]:  
 


   (I) REDUCES statewide greenhouse gas emissions by [40%] 60% 


from 2006 levels by 2030 2031; AND 


 


   (II) SETS THE STATE ON A PATH TOWARD ACHIEVING NET–ZERO 


STATEWIDE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS BY 2045. 


 


  (3) [The plans shall be developed in recognition of the finding by the 


Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that developed countries will need to reduce 


greenhouse gas emissions by between 80% and 95% from 1990 levels by 2050] THE 


DEPARTMENT SHALL: 
 


   (I) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2030, ADOPT A FINAL PLAN 


THAT ACHIEVES NET–ZERO STATEWIDE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS BY 2045; AND 
 


   (II) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2035, REVIEW AND, AS 


NECESSARY, REVISE THE FINAL PLAN TO ACHIEVE NET–ZERO STATEWIDE GAS 


EMISSIONS BY 2045. 


 


 (d) The final plans required under subsection (c) of this section shall include: 


 


  (1) Adopted regulations that implement all plan measures for which State 


agencies have existing statutory authority; and 


 


  (2) A summary of any new legislative authority needed to fully implement 


the plans and a timeline for seeking legislative authority. 


 


 (E) A FINAL PLAN DEVELOPED UNDER THIS SECTION: 
 


  (1) MAY NOT INCLUDE HIGHWAY WIDENING OR ADDITIONAL ROAD 


CONSTRUCTION AS A GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION REDUCTION MEASURE; 
 


  (2) MAY INCLUDE THE USE OF CARBON CAPTURE, ELECTRIC 


DISTRIBUTION AND TRANSMISSION INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS, AND 


STORAGE TECHNOLOGY AS A GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION REDUCTION MEASURE 
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ONLY IF THE TECHNOLOGY HAS BEEN SCIENTIFICALLY PROVEN TO ACHIEVE 


VERIFIABLE CARBON REDUCTIONS;  
 


  (3) SHALL USE THE GLOBAL WARMING POTENTIAL FOR METHANE 


OVER A 20–YEAR TIME HORIZON, AS ACCEPTED IN THE MOST RECENT ASSESSMENT 


OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE, IN ESTIMATING THE 


STATE’S GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS;  
 


  (4) SHALL INCLUDE POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS TO ENSURE THE 


CONTINUED OPERATION OF MARYLAND’S EXISTING ZERO CARBON EMISSION 


ELECTRIC GENERATORS THROUGH CURRENT OPERATING LICENSES;  
 


  (4) (5) SHALL INCLUDE SPECIFIC ESTIMATES OF THE 


GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS THAT COULD BE ACHIEVED THROUGH 


THE EXPANSION OF MASS TRANSIT OPTIONS; AND 


 


  (5) (6) SHALL INCLUDE SPECIFIC ESTIMATES OF THE REDUCTIONS 


EXPECTED FROM EACH GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTION MEASURE 


INCLUDED IN THE PLAN. 
 


 [(e)] (F) In developing and adopting a final plan to reduce statewide greenhouse 


gas emissions, the Department shall consult with State and local agencies as appropriate. 


 


 [(f)] (G) (1) Unless required by federal law or regulations or existing State 


law, regulations adopted by State agencies to implement a final plan may not: 


 


   (i) Require greenhouse gas emissions reductions from the State’s 


manufacturing sector; or 


 


   (ii) Cause a significant increase in costs to the State’s manufacturing 


sector. 


 


  (2) Paragraph (1) of this subsection may not be construed to exempt 


greenhouse gas emissions sources in the State’s manufacturing sector from the obligation 


to comply with: 


 


   (i) Greenhouse gas emissions monitoring, recordkeeping, and 


reporting requirements for which the Department had existing authority under § 2–301(a) 


of this title on or before October 1, 2009; or 


 


   (ii) Greenhouse gas emissions reductions required of the 


manufacturing sector as a result of the State’s implementation of the Regional Greenhouse 


Gas Initiative. 
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 [(g)] (H) A regulation adopted by a State agency for the purpose of reducing 


greenhouse gas emissions in accordance with this section may not be construed to result in 


a significant increase in costs to the State’s manufacturing sector unless the source would 


not incur the cost increase but for the new regulation. 


 


2–1206. 


 


 In developing and implementing the plans required by § 2–1205 of this subtitle, the 


Department shall: 


 


  (1) Analyze the feasibility of measures to comply with the greenhouse gas 


emissions reductions required by this subtitle; 


 


  (2) Consider the impact on rural communities of any transportation related 


measures proposed in the plans; 


 


  (3) Provide that a greenhouse gas emissions source that voluntarily 


reduces its greenhouse gas emissions before the implementation of this subtitle shall 


receive appropriate credit for its early voluntary actions; 


 


  (4) Provide for the use of offset credits generated by alternative compliance 


mechanisms executed within the State, including carbon sequestration projects, to achieve 


compliance with greenhouse gas emissions reductions required by this subtitle; 


 


  (5) Ensure that the plans do not decrease the likelihood of reliable and 


affordable electrical service and statewide fuel supplies; 


 


  (6) Consider whether the measures would result in an increase in 


electricity costs to consumers in the State; 


 


  (7) Consider the impact of the plans on the ability of the State to: 


 


   (i) Attract, expand, and retain commercial aviation services; and 


 


   (ii) Conserve, protect, and retain agriculture; [and] 
 


  (8) Ensure that the greenhouse gas emissions reduction measures 


implemented in accordance with the plans: 


 


   (i) Are implemented in an efficient and cost–effective manner; 


 


   (ii) Do not disproportionately impact rural or low–income, low– to 


moderate–income, or minority communities or any other particular class of electricity 


ratepayers; 


 


   (iii) Minimize leakage; 
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   (iv) Are quantifiable, verifiable, and enforceable; 


 


   (v) Directly cause no loss of existing jobs in the manufacturing 


sector; 


 


   (vi) Produce a net economic benefit to the State’s economy and a net 


increase in jobs in the State, AS COMPARED WITH A NO–ACTION SCENARIO; and 


 


   (vii) Encourage new employment opportunities in the State related to 


energy conservation, alternative energy supply, and greenhouse gas emissions reduction 


technologies, PARTICULARLY IN AREAS OF THE STATE EXPERIENCING LOW RATES OF 


EMPLOYMENT OR HIGH CONCENTRATIONS OF POVERTY A COMBINATION OF URBAN 


HEAT, AND CLIMATE CHANGE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IMPACTS;  
 


  (9) INCORPORATE TOP–DOWN METHANE EMISSIONS DATA ACQUIRED 


THROUGH AIRCRAFT OBSERVATIONS; AND 
 


  (10) USE THE BEST AVAILABLE SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION, AS 


INCLUDED IN THE MOST RECENT ASSESSMENTS AND REPORTS OF THE 


INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE. 


 


2–1210. 


 


 On review of the study required under § 2–1207 of this subtitle, and the reports 


required under § 2–1211 of this subtitle, the General Assembly: 


 


  (1) May act to maintain, revise, or eliminate the [40%] greenhouse gas 


emissions [reduction] REDUCTIONS required under [§ 2–1204.1] §§ 2–1204.1 AND  


2–1204.2 of this subtitle; and 


 


  (2) Shall consider whether to continue the special manufacturing 


provisions in § 2–1205(f)(1) of this subtitle. 


 


2–1303. 


 


 (a) The Commission shall establish: 


 


  (1) A Scientific and Technical Working Group; 


 


  (2) A Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Working Group; 


 


  (3) An Adaptation and Response Working Group; [and] 


 


  (4) An Education, Communication, and Outreach Working Group; AND 
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  (5) SUBJECT TO § 2–1303.1 OF THIS SUBTITLE, A JUST TRANSITION 


EMPLOYMENT AND RETRAINING WORKING GROUP; 
 


  (6) SUBJECT TO § 2–1303.2 OF THIS SUBTITLE, AN ENERGY INDUSTRY 


REVITALIZATION WORKING GROUP;  
 


  (7) SUBJECT TO § 2–1303.3 OF THIS SUBTITLE, AN ENERGY 


RESILIENCE AND EFFICIENCY WORKING GROUP; AND 


 


  (8) SUBJECT TO § 2–1303.4 OF THIS SUBTITLE, A SOLAR 


PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS RECOVERY, REUSE, AND RECYCLING WORKING GROUP. 


 


2–1303.1. 
 


 (A) IN THIS SECTION, “WORKING GROUP” MEANS THE JUST TRANSITION 


EMPLOYMENT AND RETRAINING WORKING GROUP OF THE COMMISSION. 
 


 (B) THE COMMISSION SHALL ESTABLISH A JUST TRANSITION 


EMPLOYMENT AND RETRAINING WORKING GROUP. 
 


 (C) THE WORKING GROUP SHALL INCLUDE: 
 


  (1) TWO MEMBERS OF THE SENATE OF MARYLAND, APPOINTED BY 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE; 
 


  (2) TWO MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, APPOINTED BY 


THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE; 
 


  (3) THE SECRETARY, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE; 
 


  (4) THE SECRETARY OF LABOR, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE; 
 


  (5) THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION, OR THE SECRETARY’S 


DESIGNEE; 


 


  (6) ONE ELECTRICAL WORKER, SELECTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 


BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS; 
 


  (6) (7) ONE CONSTRUCTION LABORER, SELECTED BY THE 


BALTIMORE WASHINGTON LABORERS’ DISTRICT COUNCIL; 
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  (7) (8) TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BUILDING AND 


CONSTRUCTION TRADE INDUSTRY, SELECTED BY THE BALTIMORE–DC METRO 


BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL; 
 


  (8) (9) FOUR LABOR REPRESENTATIVES, THREE SELECTED BY THE 


MARYLAND STATE AFL–CIO AND ONE SELECTED BY THE MID–ATLANTIC PIPE 


TRADES ASSOCIATION; 
 


  (9) (10) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY 


INDUSTRY, SELECTED BY THE SECRETARY; 
 


  (10) (11) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MARYLAND CHAPTER OF 


THE SIERRA CLUB, SELECTED BY THE MARYLAND CHAPTER OF THE SIERRA CLUB; 


TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, SELECTED BY THE 


GOVERNOR; 
 


  (11) (12) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SOLAR ENERGY INDUSTRY, 


SELECTED BY THE MARYLAND–DC–DELAWARE–VIRGINIA SOLAR ENERGY 


INDUSTRIES CHESAPEAKE SOLAR AND STORAGE ASSOCIATION;  
 


  (12) (13) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE WIND ENERGY INDUSTRY, 


SELECTED BY THE AMERICAN WIND ENERGY CLEAN POWER ASSOCIATION;  
 


  (13) (14) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GEOTHERMAL ENERGY 


INDUSTRY SELECTED BY THE MARYLAND GEOTHERMAL ASSOCIATION;  
 


  (13) (14) (15) TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF REGISTERED 


APPRENTICESHIP SPONSORS, ONE SELECTED BY THE MARYLAND CHAPTERS OF THE 


ASSOCIATED BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS AND ONE SELECTED BY THE 


BALTIMORE–DC METRO BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL; 
 


  (14) (15) (16) ONE COMMUNITY COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVE, 


SELECTED BY THE MARYLAND ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES;  
 


  (15) (16) (17) ONE REPRESENTATIVE WHO IS A VETERAN, 


SELECTED BY THE MARYLAND MILITARY COALITION; 
 


  (16) (17) (18) ONE REPRESENTATIVE WHO IS A FORMERLY 


INCARCERATED INDIVIDUAL, SELECTED BY THE LEGAL ACTION CENTER NATIONAL 


H.I.R.E. NETWORKS; 
 


  (17) (18) (19) TWO AT–LARGE REPRESENTATIVES WHO ARE WOMEN 


IN AFFECTED INDUSTRIES, SELECTED BY THE GOVERNOR; AND  
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  (18) (19) (20) TWO REPRESENTATIVES SELECTED BY THE 


MARYLAND STATE CHAPTER OF THE NAACP;  
 


  (20) (21) ONE HEATING OIL OR PROPANE DISTRIBUTOR IN THE 


STATE, SELECTED BY THE SECRETARY; 
 


  (21) (22) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC 


UTILITIES, SELECTED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION; AND 


 


  (22) (23) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF INVESTOR–OWNED UTILITIES, 


SELECTED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION. 
 


 (D) THE SECRETARY SHALL DESIGNATE THE CHAIR OF THE WORKING 


GROUP. 
 


 (E) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE STAFF FOR THE WORKING GROUP. 
 


 (F) A MEMBER OF THE WORKING GROUP: 
 


  (1) MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION AS A MEMBER OF THE 


WORKING GROUP; BUT 
 


  (2) IS ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES UNDER THE 


STANDARD STATE TRAVEL REGULATIONS, AS PROVIDED IN THE STATE BUDGET. 
 


 (G) THE WORKING GROUP SHALL: 
 


  (1) ADVISE THE COMMISSION ON ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 


WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING RELATED TO ENERGY EFFICIENCY 


MEASURES, RENEWABLE ENERGY, AND OTHER CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES, 


WITH SPECIFIC FOCUS ON TRAINING AND WORKFORCE OPPORTUNITIES FOR: 
 


   (I) SEGMENTS OF THE POPULATION THAT MAY BE 


UNDERREPRESENTED IN THE CLEAN ENERGY WORKFORCE, SUCH AS VETERANS, 


WOMEN, AND FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS; AND 
 


   (II) DISLOCATED WORKERS AFFECTED BY THE DOWNSIZING OF 


FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRIES;  
 


  (2) IDENTIFY:  
 


   (I) ENERGY–INTENSIVE INDUSTRIES AND RELATED TRADES; 
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   (II) SITES OF ELECTRIC GENERATING FACILITIES THAT MAY BE 


CLOSED AS A RESULT OF A TRANSITION TO RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES;  
 


   (III) SECTOR–SPECIFIC IMPACTS OF THE STATE’S GREENHOUSE 


GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTION PLAN ON THE STATE’S CURRENT WORKFORCE;  
 


   (IV) AVENUES TO MAXIMIZE THE SKILLS AND EXPERTISE OF 


MARYLAND WORKERS IN THE NEW ENERGY ECONOMY;  
 


   (V) CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES RELATED TO 


MINIMIZING ADVERSE EMPLOYMENT AND FINANCIAL IMPACTS ON DISPLACED 


WORKERS AND THEIR COMMUNITIES THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES 


CONDITIONED ON THE FAIR DISTRIBUTION OF COSTS AND BENEFITS; AND  


 


   (VI) RESOURCES NECESSARY TO PROTECT WORKERS FROM 


ECONOMIC INSECURITY, INCLUDING OPTIONS FOR MAINTAINING OR 


SUPPLEMENTING RETIREMENT AND HEALTH CARE BENEFITS FOR DISLOCATED 


WORKERS AFFECTED BY THE DOWNSIZING OF FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRIES; 
 


  (3) ADVISE THE COMMISSION ON THE POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF 


CARBON LEAKAGE RISKS ON MARYLAND INDUSTRIES AND LOCAL HOST 


COMMUNITIES, INCLUDING THE IMPACT OF ANY POTENTIAL GREENHOUSE GAS 


EMISSIONS REDUCTION MEASURES ON THE COMPETITIVENESS OF MARYLAND 


BUSINESSES AND INDUSTRY; AND 


 


  (4) CONDUCT A STUDY OF: 
 


   (I) THE NUMBER OF JOBS CREATED TO COUNTER CLIMATE 


CHANGE IMPACTS, INCLUDING IN THE ENERGY SECTOR, BUILDING SECTOR, 


TRANSPORTATION SECTOR, AND WORKING LANDS SECTOR; 
 


   (II) THE PROJECTED INVENTORY OF JOBS NEEDED AND SKILLS 


AND TRAINING REQUIRED TO MEET FUTURE DEMAND FOR JOBS TO COUNTER 


CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS;  
 


   (III) WORKFORCE DISRUPTION DUE TO COMMUNITY CHANGES 


CAUSED BY THE TRANSITION TO A LOW–CARBON ECONOMY; AND  
 


   (IV) STRATEGIES FOR TARGETING WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 


AND JOB CREATION IN FENCELINE COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE HISTORICALLY BORNE 


THE BRUNT OF HOSTING CARBON POLLUTERS.  
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 (H) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2023, THE WORKING GROUP SHALL 


REPORT TO THE COMMISSION AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 


REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (G)(4) OF THIS SECTION. 
 


2–1303.2. 
 


 (A) IN THIS SECTION, “WORKING GROUP” MEANS THE ENERGY INDUSTRY 


REVITALIZATION WORKING GROUP OF THE COMMISSION. 
 


 (B) THE COMMISSION SHALL ESTABLISH AN ENERGY INDUSTRY 


REVITALIZATION WORKING GROUP. 
 


 (C) THE WORKING GROUP SHALL INCLUDE: 
 


  (1) ONE MEMBER OF THE SENATE OF MARYLAND, APPOINTED BY THE 


PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE; 
 


  (2) ONE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, APPOINTED BY THE 


SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE; 
 


  (3) THE SECRETARY, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE; 
 


  (4) THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE, OR THE SECRETARY’S 


DESIGNEE; 
 


  (5) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 


INDEPENDENT BUSINESS, SELECTED BY THE STATE DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL 


FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT BUSINESS; 
 


  (6) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MARYLAND CHAMBER OF 


COMMERCE, SELECTED BY THE PRESIDENT AND CEO OF THE MARYLAND CHAMBER 


OF COMMERCE; 
 


  (7) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MARYLAND SMALL BUSINESS 


DEVELOPMENT CENTER, SELECTED BY THE REGIONAL DIRECTORS OF THE 


MARYLAND SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER; AND 


 


  (8) SIX REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ENERGY INDUSTRY, INCLUDING: 
 


   (I) TWO REPRESENTATIVES SELECTED BY THE SECRETARY; 
 


   (II) TWO REPRESENTATIVES SELECTED BY THE PUBLIC 


SERVICE COMMISSION; AND 
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   (III) TWO REPRESENTATIVES SELECTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF 


THE MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION. 
 


 (D) THE SECRETARY SHALL DESIGNATE THE CHAIR OF THE WORKING 


GROUP. 
 


 (E) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE STAFF FOR THE WORKING GROUP. 
 


 (F) A MEMBER OF THE WORKING GROUP: 
 


  (1) MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION AS A MEMBER OF THE 


WORKING GROUP; BUT 


 


  (2) IS ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES UNDER THE 


STANDARD STATE TRAVEL REGULATIONS, AS PROVIDED IN THE STATE BUDGET. 
 


 (G) THE WORKING GROUP SHALL: 
 


  (1) ADVISE THE COMMISSION ON ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 


RELATED TO SMALL BUSINESS REVITALIZATION AND THE TRANSITION TO 


RENEWABLE ENERGY’S EFFECTS ON SMALL BUSINESSES; 
 


  (2) CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE IMPACTS OF TRANSITIONING TO 


RENEWABLE ENERGY; AND 


 


  (3) INCLUDE IN THE STUDY: 
 


   (I) THE NUMBER OF SMALL BUSINESSES IMPACTED BY THE 


TRANSITION TO RENEWABLE ENERGY; 
 


   (II) THE PROJECTED COST OF TRANSITIONING EXISTING SMALL 


BUSINESSES TO RENEWABLE ENERGY; 
 


   (III) THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE TRANSITION TO 


RENEWABLE ENERGY AND NEW ENERGY SOURCES, INCLUDING SUPPLY CHAIN 


IMPACTS; 
 


   (IV) AN ANALYSIS THAT IDENTIFIES ENERGY GENERATING 


FACILITIES THAT MAY CLOSE AS A RESULT OF A TRANSITION TO RENEWABLE 


ENERGY, INCLUDING ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES RELATED TO REPURPOSING THE 


SITES; AND 
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   (V) AN ANALYSIS THAT IDENTIFIES OR ESTIMATES, TO THE 


EXTENT PRACTICABLE: 
 


    1. THE TIMING AND LOCATION OF FACILITY CLOSURES 


AND LAYOFFS IN NONRENEWABLE ENERGY INDUSTRIES;  
 


    2. THE IMPACT OF FACILITY CLOSURES AND LAYOFFS ON 


AFFECTED WORKERS, BUSINESSES, AND COMMUNITIES; AND 


 


    3. HOW THE COMMISSION CAN MOST EFFECTIVELY 


RESPOND TO THE IMPACT OF FACILITY CLOSURES AND LAYOFFS, INCLUDING THE 


POTENTIAL TO: 
 


    A. COMPENSATE BUSINESSES THAT CLOSED DUE TO THE 


EFFECTS OF THE TRANSITION TO RENEWABLE ENERGY; AND 


 


    B. INCENTIVIZE BUSINESSES TO TRANSITION TO 


RENEWABLE ENERGY THROUGH SUBSIDIES.  
 


 (H) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2023, THE WORKING GROUP SHALL 


REPORT TO THE COMMISSION AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 


REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (G) OF THIS SECTION. 
 


2–1303.3. 
 


 (A) IN THIS SECTION, “WORKING GROUP” MEANS THE ENERGY RESILIENCE 


AND EFFICIENCY WORKING GROUP OF THE COMMISSION. 
 


 (B) THE COMMISSION SHALL ESTABLISH AN ENERGY RESILIENCE AND 


EFFICIENCY WORKING GROUP. 
 


 (C) THE WORKING GROUP SHALL INCLUDE: 
 


  (1) ONE MEMBER OF THE SENATE OF MARYLAND, APPOINTED BY THE 


PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE; 
 


  (2) ONE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, APPOINTED BY THE 


SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE; 
 


  (3) THE SECRETARY, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE; 
 


  (4) THE DIRECTOR OF THE MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION; 
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  (5) THREE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INDUSTRY, 


SELECTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION; 
 


  (6) THREE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ENERGY TRANSMISSION 


INFRASTRUCTURE INDUSTRY, SELECTED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION; 


AND 


 


  (7) THREE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ENERGY STORAGE AND BACKUP 


INDUSTRY, SELECTED BY THE SECRETARY. 
 


 (D) THE SECRETARY SHALL DESIGNATE THE CHAIR OF THE WORKING 


GROUP. 
 


 (E) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE STAFF FOR THE WORKING GROUP. 
 


 (F) A MEMBER OF THE WORKING GROUP: 
 


  (1) MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION AS A MEMBER OF THE 


WORKING GROUP; BUT 


 


  (2) IS ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES UNDER THE 


STANDARD STATE TRAVEL REGULATIONS, AS PROVIDED IN THE STATE BUDGET. 
 


 (G) THE WORKING GROUP SHALL: 
 


  (1) ADVISE THE COMMISSION ON ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 


RELATED TO ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS, TRANSMISSION 


EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS, AND BATTERY BACKUP VIABILITY; AND 


 


  (2) CONDUCT A STUDY OF: 
 


   (I) METHODS FOR THE STATE TO ENCOURAGE ELECTRICITY 


STORAGE TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH; 
 


   (II) METHODS OF INCREASING THE SECURITY OF THE 


ELECTRICITY GRID BY SUPPORTING DISTRIBUTED RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS 


AND ENERGY STORAGE WITH THE POTENTIAL TO SUPPLY ELECTRIC ENERGY TO 


CRITICAL FACILITIES DURING A WIDESPREAD POWER OUTAGE;  
 


   (III) POTENTIAL ELECTRIC GRID DISTRIBUTION 


TRANSFORMATION PROJECTS; 
 


   (IV) THE POTENTIAL TO DEVELOP CLEAN ENERGY RESOURCES 


ON PREVIOUSLY DEVELOPED PROJECT SITES; AND 
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   (V) THE LIFESPAN AND VIABILITY OF ENERGY FACILITIES IN 


THE STATE THAT DO NOT EMIT GREENHOUSE GAS, INCLUDING: 
 


    1. SOLAR ENERGY GENERATING FACILITIES; 
 


    2. NUCLEAR ENERGY GENERATING FACILITIES; 
 


    3. WIND ENERGY GENERATING FACILITIES; 
 


    4. GEOTHERMAL ENERGY GENERATING FACILITIES; 
 


    5. HYDROELECTRIC ENERGY GENERATING FACILITIES; 


AND 


 


    6. BIOFUEL ENERGY GENERATING FACILITIES. 
 


 (H) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2023, THE WORKING GROUP SHALL 


REPORT TO THE COMMISSION AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 


REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (G)(2) OF THIS SECTION. 
 


2–1303.4. 
 


 (A) IN THIS SECTION, “WORKING GROUP” MEANS THE SOLAR 


PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS RECOVERY, REUSE, AND RECYCLING WORKING GROUP 


OF THE COMMISSION. 
 


 (B) THE COMMISSION SHALL ESTABLISH A SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS 


RECOVERY, REUSE, AND RECYCLING WORKING GROUP. 
 


 (C) THE WORKING GROUP SHALL INCLUDE: 
 


  (1) ONE MEMBER OF THE SENATE OF MARYLAND, APPOINTED BY THE 


PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE; 
 


  (2) ONE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, APPOINTED BY THE 


SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE; 
 


  (3) THE SECRETARY, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE; 
 


  (4) THE DIRECTOR OF THE MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION, 


OR THE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE; 
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  (5) THE SECRETARY OF NATURAL RESOURCES, OR THE SECRETARY’S 


DESIGNEE; 
 


  (6) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION, 


SELECTED BY THE CHAIR OF THE COMMISSION; 
 


  (7) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CHESAPEAKE CLIMATE ACTION 


NETWORK, SELECTED BY THE CHESAPEAKE CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK; 
 


  (8) THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS, APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 


   (I) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC 


COMPANY WITH CUSTOMERS IN THE STATE; 
 


   (II) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UTILITY–SCALE SOLAR 


INDUSTRY; 
 


   (III) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COMMUNITY SOLAR ENERGY 


INDUSTRY; 
 


   (IV) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DISTRIBUTED GENERATION 


SOLAR INDUSTRY; 
 


   (V) ONE REPRESENTATIVE WITH EXPERTISE IN SOLAR 


PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS RECOVERY, REUSE, AND RECYCLING; AND 


 


   (VI) ONE INDIVIDUAL WITH EXPERTISE IN DECOMMISSIONING 


ENERGY–RELATED PROJECTS; AND 


 


  (9) ANY OTHER INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMISSION. 
 


 (D) THE SECRETARY SHALL DESIGNATE THE CHAIR OF THE WORKING 


GROUP. 
 


 (E) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE STAFF FOR THE WORKING GROUP. 
 


 (F) A MEMBER OF THE WORKING GROUP: 
 


  (1) MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION AS A MEMBER OF THE 


WORKING GROUP; BUT 


 


  (2) IS ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES UNDER THE 


STANDARD STATE TRAVEL REGULATIONS, AS PROVIDED IN THE STATE BUDGET. 
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 (G) THE WORKING GROUP SHALL: 
 


  (1) REVIEW SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS CURRENTLY USED IN 


THE STATE, INCLUDING:  
 


   (I) EXAMINING THE EXPECTED ECONOMICALLY PRODUCTIVE 


LIFE CYCLE OF THE SYSTEMS; 
 


   (II) REVIEWING THE MATERIALS THAT ARE USED, HAVE BEEN 


USED, OR MAY BE USED IN SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS SOLD IN THE STATE, 


INCLUDING IDENTIFYING MATERIALS THAT CAN BE RECYCLED OR THAT EXHIBIT ANY 


CHARACTERISTICS OF HAZARDOUS WASTE UNDER STATE OR FEDERAL LAW; AND 


 


   (III) IDENTIFYING THE NUMBER OF SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC 


SYSTEMS IN USE AND ESTIMATING THE POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON THE STATE’S 


LANDFILL CAPACITY OF DISPOSING THE SYSTEMS IN THE STATE’S LANDFILLS;  
 


  (2) REVIEW OTHER PROGRAMS ON SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS 


RECYCLING, DISPOSAL, AND DECOMMISSIONING; 
 


  (3) IDENTIFY ONGOING AND RECENT STUDIES RELATED TO SOLAR 


PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS RECYCLING, LIFE–CYCLE ANALYSIS, AND END–OF–LIFE 


PROGRAMS;  
 


  (4) REVIEW INDUSTRY–APPROVED BEST PRACTICES FOR MANAGING 


END–OF–LIFE SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS AND THEIR COMPONENTS, 


INCLUDING THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE SYSTEMS AND COMPONENTS MAY BE: 
 


   (I) IF NOT DAMAGED OR IN NEED OF REPAIR, REUSED FOR A 


SIMILAR PURPOSE; 
 


   (II) IF NOT SUBSTANTIALLY DAMAGED, REFURBISHED AND 


REUSED FOR A SIMILAR PURPOSE; 
 


   (III) RECYCLED AND THE COMPONENTS RECOVERED FOR REUSE; 
 


   (IV) FOR COMPONENTS THAT DO NOT EXHIBIT ANY 


CHARACTERISTICS OF HAZARDOUS WASTE UNDER STATE OR FEDERAL LAW, SAFELY 


DISPOSED OF IN A CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION OR MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE 


LANDFILL; AND 


 


   (V) FOR COMPONENTS THAT EXHIBIT ANY CHARACTERISTICS 


OF HAZARDOUS WASTE UNDER STATE OR FEDERAL LAW, SAFELY DISPOSED OF IN 


ACCORDANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS; 
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  (5) PERFORM AN ECONOMIC ANALYSIS TO DETERMINE THE 


POTENTIAL IMPACT OF SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS RECOVERY, REUSE, AND 


RECYCLING ON RATEPAYERS, INCLUDING A COMPARISON TO THE ECONOMIC IMPACT 


ON RATEPAYERS OF DECOMMISSIONING, STORING WASTE, AND OTHER COSTS 


ASSOCIATED WITH THE END OF LIFE OF OTHER FORMS OF ENERGY GENERATION; 
 


  (6) PERFORM AN IMPACT ASSESSMENT TO EXAMINE THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF VARIOUS SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS’  


END–OF–LIFE SCENARIOS, INCLUDING THE SCENARIOS SPECIFIED UNDER ITEM (4) 


OF THIS SUBSECTION, COMPARED TO THE LIFE–CYCLE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF 


NONSOLAR ENERGY GENERATION SOURCES IN THE STATE, INCLUDING THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF DECOMMISSIONING, DISPOSAL, AND LONG–TERM 


WASTE STORAGE; 
 


  (7) PERFORM AN IMPACT ASSESSMENT TO EXAMINE THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF GENERATING ENERGY FROM SOLAR 


PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS, INCLUDING A COMPARISON TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND 


ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF NONSOLAR ENERGY GENERATION SOURCES IN THE STATE; 
 


  (8) EXAMINE AND RECOMMEND INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDED TO 


DEVELOP A PRACTICAL, EFFECTIVE, AND COST–EFFICIENT METHOD FOR 


COLLECTING AND TRANSPORTING END–OF–LIFE SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC MODULES 


FOR REUSE, REFURBISHMENT, RECYCLING, OR DISPOSAL;  
 


  (9) ANALYZE WHETHER FINANCING MECHANISMS, INCLUDING 


ADVANCE RECOVERY FEES, RECYCLING AND DISPOSAL FEES, AND PRODUCT 


STEWARDSHIP PROGRAMS, ARE NECESSARY TO ENSURE PROPER END–OF–LIFE 


MANAGEMENT OF SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS; AND 


 


  (10) RECOMMEND FINANCING MECHANISMS ANALYZED UNDER ITEM 


(9) OF THIS SUBSECTION THAT BEST SUPPORT A CIRCULAR ECONOMY APPROACH. 
 


 (H) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2023, THE WORKING GROUP SHALL 


REPORT ITS FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE COMMISSION AND, IN 


ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL 


ASSEMBLY.  
 


2–1304. 


 


 (A) On or before November 15 of each year, the Commission shall report to the 


Governor and General Assembly, in accordance with § 2–1257 of the State Government 


Article, on the status of the State’s efforts to mitigate the causes of, prepare for, and adapt 
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to the consequences of climate change, including future plans and recommendations for 


legislation, if any, to be considered by the General Assembly. 


 


 (B) THE REPORT DUE ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 15, 2023, AND EACH 


SUBSEQUENT REPORT SHALL INCLUDE AN ANALYSIS, PREPARED BY THE 


DEPARTMENT, OF: 
 


  (1) THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF STATE MONEY SPENT ON MEASURES TO 


REDUCE GREENHOUSE GASES AND, TO THE EXTENT PRACTICABLE,  


CO–POLLUTANTS, DURING THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING FISCAL YEAR; AND 


 


  (2) THE PERCENTAGE OF THAT FUNDING THAT BENEFITED 


DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED COMMUNITIES IDENTIFIED ACCORDING TO THE 


METHODOLOGY ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER § 1–702 OF THIS ARTICLE.  
 


2–1305. 


 


 (a) (1) Each State agency shall review its planning, regulatory, and fiscal 


programs to identify and recommend actions to more fully integrate the consideration of 


Maryland’s greenhouse gas reduction goal and the impacts of climate change. 


 


  (2) The review shall include the consideration of: 


 


   (i) Sea level rise; 


 


   (ii) Storm surges and flooding; 


 


   (iii) Increased precipitation and temperature; and 


 


   (iv) Extreme weather events. 


 


 (b) Each State agency shall identify and recommend specific policy, planning, 


regulatory, and fiscal changes to existing programs that do not currently support the State’s 


greenhouse gas reduction efforts or address climate change. 


 


 (c) (1) The following State agencies shall report annually on the status of 


programs that support the State’s greenhouse gas reduction efforts or address climate 


change, in accordance with § 2–1257 of the State Government Article, to the Commission 


and the Governor: 


 


   (i) The Department; 


 


   (ii) The Department of Agriculture; 


 


   (iii) The Department of General Services; 
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   (iv) The Department of Housing and Community Development; 


 


   (v) The Department of Natural Resources; 


 


   (vi) The Department of Planning; 


 


   (vii) The Department of Transportation; 


 


   (viii) The Maryland Energy Administration; 


 


   (ix) The Maryland Insurance Administration; 


 


   (x) The Public Service Commission; and 


 


   (xi) The University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science. 


 


  (2) The report required in paragraph (1) of this subsection shall include: 


 


   (i) Program descriptions and objectives; 


 


   (ii) Implementation milestones, whether or not they have been met; 


 


   (iii) Enhancement opportunities; 


 


   (iv) Funding; 


 


   (v) Challenges; 


 


   (vi) Estimated greenhouse gas emissions reductions, by program, for 


the prior calendar year; and 


 


   (vii) Any other information that the agency considers relevant. 


 


 (D) EACH STATE AGENCY, WHEN CONDUCTING LONG–TERM PLANNING, 


DEVELOPING POLICY, AND DRAFTING REGULATIONS, SHALL TAKE INTO 


CONSIDERATION THE CONSIDERATION: 
 


  (1) THE LIKELY CLIMATE IMPACT OF THE AGENCY’S DECISIONS 


RELATIVE TO MARYLAND’S GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTION GOALS; AND 


 


  (2) THE LIKELY IMPACT OF THE AGENCY’S DECISIONS ON 


DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED COMMUNITIES IDENTIFIED ACCORDING TO THE 


METHODOLOGY ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER § 1–702 OF THIS ARTICLE.  
 


2–1501. 
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 (a) In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated. 


 


 (b) “Fund” means the Zero–Emission Vehicle School Bus Transition Fund. 


 


 (c) “Program” means the Zero–Emission Vehicle School Bus Transition Grant 


Program. 


 


 (d) “Zero–emission vehicle” has the meaning stated in § 23–206.4 of the 


Transportation Article. 


 


2–1505. 
 


 (A) IN THIS SECTION, “INCREMENTAL COSTS” MEANS: 
 


  (1) IN THE CASE OF A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF SCHOOL 


BUSES, THE COST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PURCHASING AND OPERATING SCHOOL 


BUSES THAT ARE ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES AND SCHOOL BUSES THAT ARE  


DIESEL–POWERED VEHICLES; AND 


 


  (2) IN THE CASE OF A CONTRACT FOR THE USE OF SCHOOL BUSES, 


THE COST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CONTRACTING FOR THE USE OF SCHOOL BUSES 


THAT ARE ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES AND SCHOOL BUSES THAT ARE  


DIESEL–POWERED VEHICLES.  
 


 (B) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS SECTION, BEGINNING 


IN FISCAL YEAR 2024 2025, A COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION MAY NOT ENTER INTO 


A NEW CONTRACT FOR THE FOR: 
 


  (1) THE PURCHASE OR USE OF ANY SCHOOL BUS THAT IS NOT A  


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLE; OR 


 


  (2) THE USE OF ANY SCHOOL BUS THAT IS NOT A ZERO–EMISSION 


VEHICLE, UNLESS THE SCHOOL BUS HAS AN IN–SERVICE DATE OF JULY 1, 2024, OR 


BEFORE. 
 


 (C) THE REQUIREMENTS OF SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION DO NOT 


APPLY IF: 
 


  (1) THE DEPARTMENT DETERMINES THAT NO AVAILABLE  


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLE MEETS THE PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 


COUNTY BOARD’S USE; OR 
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  (2) THE COUNTY BOARD IS UNABLE TO OBTAIN FEDERAL, STATE, OR 


PRIVATE FUNDING SUFFICIENT TO COVER THE INCREMENTAL COSTS ASSOCIATED 


WITH CONTRACTING FOR THE PURCHASE OR USE OF SCHOOL BUSES THAT ARE 


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES.  
 


 (D) A COUNTY BOARD MAY ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH AN ELECTRIC 


COMPANY TO OBTAIN MONETARY INCENTIVES IN EXCHANGE FOR ALLOWING THE 


ELECTRIC COMPANY TO USE THE STORAGE BATTERIES OF ZERO–EMISSION BUSES 


OWNED OR OPERATED BY THE COUNTY BOARD TO ACCESS THE STORED 


ELECTRICITY THROUGH VEHICLE–TO–GRID TECHNOLOGY.  
 


 (E) THE DEPARTMENT, IN CONSULTATION WITH OTHER APPROPRIATE 


STATE AGENCIES, SHALL WORK WITH THE COUNTY BOARDS AND PRIVATE SCHOOL 


BUS CONTRACTORS TO DEVELOP ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE SUFFICIENT 


TO SUPPORT SCHOOL BUSES THAT ARE ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES. 
 


 (F) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PRIORITIZE THE USE OF AVAILABLE 


FEDERAL FUNDING TO CARRY OUT THIS SECTION.  
 


SUBTITLE 16. BUILDING EMISSIONS ENERGY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. 
 


2–1601. 
 


 (A) IN THIS SUBTITLE THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS 


INDICATED. 
 


 (B) (1) “AGRICULTURAL BUILDING” MEANS A STRUCTURE THAT IS USED 


PRIMARILY TO CULTIVATE, MANUFACTURE, PROCESS, OR PRODUCE AGRICULTURAL 


CROPS, RAW MATERIALS, PRODUCTS, OR COMMODITIES. 
 


  (2) “AGRICULTURAL BUILDING” INCLUDES A GREENHOUSE.  
 


 (B) (C) “BUILDING” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN THE INTERNATIONAL 


BUILDING CODE.  
 


 (D) “COMMERCIAL BUILDING” MEANS A BUILDING THAT IS SUBJECT TO THE 


COMMERCIAL PROVISIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION 


CODE.  
 


 (C) (E) (1) “COVERED BUILDING” MEANS A BUILDING THAT: 


 


   (I) 1. IS A COMMERCIAL OR MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL 


BUILDING IN THE STATE THAT HAS; OR 
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    2. IS OWNED BY THE STATE; AND 


 


   (II) HAS A GROSS FLOOR AREA OF 25,000 35,000 SQUARE FEET 


OR MORE, EXCLUDING THE PARKING GARAGE AREA.  
 


  (2) “COVERED BUILDING” DOES NOT INCLUDE:  
 


   (I) A BUILDING DESIGNATED AS A HISTORIC PROPERTY UNDER 


FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL LAW; OR 


 


   (II) A PUBLIC OR NONPUBLIC ELEMENTARY OR SECONDARY 


SCHOOL BUILDING; OR 


 


   (III) A MANUFACTURING BUILDING; OR 


 


   (IV) AN AGRICULTURAL BUILDING.  
 


 (D) (F) “DIRECT GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS” MEANS GREENHOUSE 


GAS EMISSIONS PRODUCED ON–SITE BY A COVERED BUILDING COVERED BUILDINGS.  
 


 (G) “DISTRICT ENERGY” MEANS THERMAL ENERGY GENERATED AT ONE OR 


MORE CENTRAL FACILITIES THAT PRODUCE HOT WATER, STEAM, OR CHILLED WATER 


THAT THEN FLOWS THROUGH A NETWORK OF INSULATED UNDERGROUND PIPES TO 


PROVIDE HOT WATER, SPACE HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING, OR CHILLED WATER TO 


NEARBY BUILDINGS. 
 


Article – Housing and Community Development 


 


4–211. 


 


 (D) (1) (I) IN THIS SUBSECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE 


MEANINGS INDICATED.  
 


   (II) “COVERED BUILDING” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN §  


2–1601 OF THE ENVIRONMENT ARTICLE. 
 


   (III) “ENERGY CONSERVATION PROJECT” MEANS A PROJECT 


THAT QUALIFIES UNDER § 4–218 OF THIS SUBTITLE. 
 


  (2) FOR THE PURPOSE OF REDUCING DIRECT GREENHOUSE GAS 


EMISSIONS FROM MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 


THE STANDARDS ADOPTED UNDER § 2–1602 OF THE ENVIRONMENT ARTICLE, THE 


ADMINISTRATION SHALL DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A PROGRAM TO PROVIDE 
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GRANTS FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION PROJECTS AND PROJECTS TO INSTALL 


RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATING SYSTEMS IN COVERED BUILDINGS THAT HOUSE 


PRIMARILY LOW– TO MODERATE–INCOME HOUSEHOLDS. 
 


  (3) GRANTS PROVIDED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION MAY NOT BE USED 


FOR A PROJECT TO INSTALL NEW EQUIPMENT THAT USES FOSSIL FUELS OR 


IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY OF EXISTING EQUIPMENT THAT USES FOSSIL FUELS.  
 


  (4) IN EACH OF FISCAL YEARS 2024 THROUGH 2026, THE GOVERNOR 


SHALL INCLUDE IN THE ANNUAL BUDGET BILL AN APPROPRIATION OF $5,000,000 


TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING GRANTS UNDER THIS 


SUBSECTION. 
 


  (5) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2023, AND EACH DECEMBER 1 


THEREAFTER, THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND, IN 


ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL 


ASSEMBLY ON THE PROJECTS FUNDED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION.  
 


Article – Labor and Employment 


 


3–416. 
 


 (A) THIS SECTION APPLIES: 
 


  (1) TO A PROJECT UNDERTAKEN BY AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC 


COMPANY OR GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY THAT: 
 


   (I) INVOLVES THE CONSTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION, 


INSTALLATION, DEMOLITION, RESTORATION, OR ALTERATION OF ANY ELECTRIC 


INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE COMPANY, AND ANY RELATED TRAFFIC CONTROL 


ACTIVITIES; AND 


 


   (II) IS FUNDED BY FEDERAL FUNDS TO MEET THE STATE’S 


POLICY GOALS FOR THE ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM UNDER TITLE 7, 


SUBTITLE 8 OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ARTICLE, INCLUDING FUNDS MADE 


AVAILABLE UNDER § 40101, § 40103, OR § 40107 OF THE FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE 


INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT; AND 


 


  (2) ONLY TO THE PORTION OF THE PROJECT SUPPORTED BY THE 


FEDERAL FUNDS. 
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 (B) AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY OR GAS AND ELECTRIC 


COMPANY SHALL REQUIRE A CONTRACTOR OR SUBCONTRACTOR ON A PROJECT 


DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION TO: 
 


  (1) PAY THE AREA PREVAILING WAGE FOR EACH TRADE EMPLOYED, 


INCLUDING WAGES AND FRINGE BENEFITS; 
 


  (2) OFFER HEALTH CARE AND RETIREMENT BENEFITS TO THE 


EMPLOYEES WORKING ON THE PROJECT; 
 


  (3) PARTICIPATE IN AN APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM REGISTERED 


WITH THE STATE FOR EACH TRADE EMPLOYED ON THE PROJECT; 
 


  (4) ESTABLISH AND EXECUTE A PLAN FOR OUTREACH, RECRUITMENT, 


AND RETENTION OF STATE RESIDENTS TO PERFORM WORK ON THE PROJECT, WITH 


AN ASPIRATIONAL GOAL OF 25% OF TOTAL WORK HOURS PERFORMED BY MARYLAND 


RESIDENTS, INCLUDING RESIDENTS WHO ARE:  
 


   (I) RETURNING CITIZENS;  
 


   (II) WOMEN;  
 


   (III) MINORITY INDIVIDUALS; OR  


 


   (IV) VETERANS;  
 


  (5) HAVE BEEN IN COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL AND STATE WAGE AND 


HOUR LAWS FOR THE PREVIOUS 3 YEARS; 
 


  (6) BE SUBJECT TO ALL STATE REPORTING AND COMPLIANCE 


REQUIREMENTS; AND 


 


  (7) MAINTAIN ALL APPROPRIATE LICENSES IN GOOD STANDING. 
 


Article – Natural Resources 


 


8–1913. 


 


 (a) In this part the following words have the meanings indicated. 


 


 (B) “CLEAN ENERGY PROJECT” MEANS A PROJECT TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO 


CLEAN, RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES IN A COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY 


AFFECTED BY CLIMATE IMPACTS. 
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 (C) “CLIMATE MITIGATION PROJECT” MEANS A PROJECT TO REDUCE 


EMISSIONS OF GREENHOUSE GASES AND CO–POLLUTANTS AND MITIGATE THE 


HEALTH IMPACTS OF CLIMATE IMPACTS IN A COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY 


AFFECTED BY CLIMATE IMPACTS.  
 


 (D) “COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CLIMATE IMPACTS” 


MEANS A COMMUNITY IDENTIFIED USING THE METHODOLOGY RECOMMENDED BY 


THE COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES 


UNDER § 1–702 OF THE ENVIRONMENT ARTICLE. 
 


 [(b)] (E) “Corps Board” means the Advisory Board of the Corps Program. 


 


 [(c)] (F) “Corps Program” means the Chesapeake Conservation Corps Program 


established under § 8–1914 of this part. 


 


 [(d)] (G) “Energy conservation project” means a project to promote energy 


conservation or efficiency, including a project to: 


 


  (1) Improve energy efficiency of households and public structures through 


energy audits, weatherization, and other on–site energy conservation measures; 


 


  (2) Implement clean energy projects in communities to enhance the use of 


renewable energy, reduce carbon emissions, and mitigate climate [change] IMPACTS; 


 


  (3) Implement community greening and urban tree canopy projects that 


create energy savings; and 


 


  (4) Assist schools in becoming “green schools” and reducing energy costs. 


 


 [(e)] (H) “Environmental project” means a project that results in long–term 


preservation, protection, and conservation of the environment, in areas including 


environmental restoration, agricultural and forestry, infrastructure, energy conservation, 


and educational improvements. 


 


 [(f)] (I) “Qualified organization” means: 


 


  (1) A nonprofit organization; 


 


  (2) A school; 


 


  (3) A community association; 


 


  (4) A service, youth, or civic group; 


 


  (5) An institution of higher education; 
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  (6) A county or municipality; or 


 


  (7) A unit of State government. 


 


 [(g)] (J) “Trust” means the Chesapeake Bay Trust. 


 


8–1914. 


 


 (a) There is a Chesapeake Conservation Corps Program administered by the Trust, 


in consultation with the Corps Board. 


 


 (b) The purpose of the Corps Program is to: 


 


  (1) Promote, preserve, protect, and sustain the environment; 


 


  (2) Provide young adults with opportunities to become better citizens, 


students, and workers through meaningful service to their communities and the State; 


 


  (3) Mobilize, educate, and train youth and young adults to work with 


communities and schools to promote energy conservation and mitigate and prevent threats 


to the environment; 


 


  (4) MOBILIZE, EDUCATE, AND TRAIN YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS TO 


DEPLOY CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGY AND MITIGATE AND PREVENT THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH IMPACTS OF CLIMATE IMPACTS IN COMMUNITIES 


DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CLIMATE IMPACTS;  
 


  (5) ENSURE UNDERSERVED AND GEOGRAPHICAL CLIMATE 


DISPARITIES POPULATIONS ARE GIVEN ASSISTANCE NEEDED TO PREPARE FOR AND 


ADAPT TO CLIMATE IMPACTS;  
 


  [(4)] (6) [Provide opportunities for youth and young adults, especially 


disadvantaged youth, to be trained for careers that will be part of the emerging field of “green 


collar” jobs] PROVIDE A GREEN CAREER LADDER AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL 


YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS, ESPECIALLY THOSE MOST AT RISK, TO BE EXPOSED TO 


AND TRAINED IN THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, 


GOVERNMENTAL AND REGULATORY ADMINISTRATION, AND RENEWABLE ENERGY 


GENERATION SECTORS; 


 


  [(5)] (7) Educate and train communities and individuals for the  


long–term action needed to continue to promote, preserve, protect, and sustain the 


environment after a Corps project has been completed; 
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  [(6)] (8) Act as a coordinator and facilitator of efforts to foster  


public–private partnerships in developing “green collar” job opportunities and in enhancing 


and expanding the workforce available for environmental protection and clean energy 


industries; and 


 


  [(7)] (9) Channel available public and private resources to the protection, 


conservation, and preservation of the environment of the State. 


 


8–1915. 


 


 (a) (1) The purpose of the Corps Board is to advise the Trust in the development 


and implementation of the Corps Program. 


 


  (2) The Corps Board consists of the following [11] members: 


 


   (i) One member of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the 


President of the Senate; 


 


   (ii) One member of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker 


of the House; 


 


   (iii) One member appointed by the Chancellor of the University 


System of Maryland with the advice and consent of the Senate, to serve as a liaison between 


the Corps Board, the Chancellor, and the Board of Regents; 


 


   (iv) ONE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF MORGAN 


STATE UNIVERSITY, TO SERVE AS A LIAISON BETWEEN THE CORPS BOARD, THE 


PRESIDENT, AND THE BOARD OF REGENTS;  
 


   (V) Three members of the Board of Trustees of the Chesapeake Bay 


Trust, appointed by the Chair of the Board; and 


 


   [(v)] (VI) Five members appointed by the Governor with the advice 


and consent of the Senate, including at least one individual from the nonprofit sector with 


a background in education and student service and one with a background in workforce 


development. 


 


8–1920. 


 


 (a) The Corps Program’s projects and activities shall meet an identifiable public 


need[, with]: 
 


  (1) WITH specific emphasis on projects that result in long–term 


preservation, protection, and conservation of the environment, in areas including 
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environmental restoration, agricultural and forestry, infrastructure, and educational 


improvements; OR 


 


  (2) WITHIN A COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY 


CLIMATE IMPACTS, WITH SPECIFIC EMPHASIS ON CLIMATE MITIGATION AND CLEAN 


ENERGY PROJECTS THAT RESULT IN LONG–TERM REDUCTIONS TO GREENHOUSE GAS 


EMISSIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT. 


 


 (b) Environmental restoration projects may include: 


 


  (1) Specific nutrient reduction activities, such as planting of bay grasses 


and oysters and installing natural shorelines on public spaces; and 


 


  (2) Working with communities to improve their environmental impacts and 


activities and to encourage appropriate environmental stewardship. 


 


 (c) Agricultural and forestry projects may include working with Corps Program 


volunteers from rural areas of the State in partnership with the agricultural community in 


projects to prevent or reduce nutrient runoff. 


 


 (d) Infrastructure projects may include: 


 


  (1) Improving the energy efficiency of housing for elderly and low–income 


households; 


 


  (2) Implementing clean energy projects in communities to enhance the use 


of renewable energy, including free and low–cost energy audits; and 


 


  (3) Building or assisting in building infrastructure to promote 


environmental education including outdoor classrooms, nature trails, and schoolyard 


habitats and watershed restoration, stream restoration, rain gardens, and other low–impact 


development projects. 


 


 (e) Educational projects may include: 


 


  (1) Developing interactive environmental education and energy 


conservation education for elementary and secondary school students and the public; 


 


  (2) Developing curriculum targeted at training high school students and 


apprentices to obtain skills necessary to create and implement clean energy projects in their 


communities and to compete for jobs in the emerging clean energy sector; and 


 


  (3) Assisting schools to become “green schools” and reduce energy costs 


through hands–on projects with their students. 
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 (f) Energy conservation projects may include the projects defined in § 8–1913(d) 


of this part. 


 


 (G) CLIMATE MITIGATION PROJECTS MAY INCLUDE:  
 


  (1) PROJECTS TO EXPAND URBAN TREE CANOPY, IMPLEMENT GREEN 


ROOFTOPS, AND TAKE OTHER ACTIONS TO REDUCE URBAN HEAT ISLAND EFFECTS; 


AND 


 


  (2) PROJECTS TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO CLEAN, RELIABLE 


TRANSPORTATION, INCLUDING THROUGH THE EXPANSION OF BIKE TRAILS AND 


PEDESTRIAN WALKWAYS.  
 


 (H) CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS MAY INCLUDE:  
 


  (1) PROJECTS TO INSTALL RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS AT  


LOW–INCOME HOUSEHOLDS AND SCHOOLS, LIBRARIES, AND OTHER PUBLIC 


BUILDINGS;  
 


  (2) PROJECTS TO UNDERTAKE HOLISTIC RETROFITS OF  


LOW–INCOME HOUSEHOLDS, INCLUDING WEATHERIZATION AND HEAT PUMP 


INSTALLATION; AND 


 


  (3) PROJECTS TO PROVIDE EXPERIENCE IN THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY, 


ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, GOVERNMENTAL AND REGULATORY 


ADMINISTRATION, AND RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION SECTORS. 
 


8–1921. 


 


 (a) [The] EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS SECTION, THE 


Corps Program shall be funded each fiscal year with: 


 


  (1) The amount specified in § 3–302(d) of this article; and 


 


  (2) Up to $250,000 in additional funds that may be allocated by the Trust 


through its annual budget process. 


 


 (b) The Trust and the Corps Board shall seek federal funds and grants and 


donations from private sources to be made to the Trust for the purpose of long–term funding 


of the Corps Program. 


 


 (C) FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 AND EACH FISCAL YEAR THEREAFTER, THE 


GOVERNOR SHALL INCLUDE IN THE ANNUAL BUDGET BILL AN APPROPRIATION OF 
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$1,500,000 TO THE TRUST FOR THE CORPS PROGRAM TO IMPLEMENT CLIMATE 


MITIGATION AND CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS UNDER § 8–1920 OF THIS SUBTITLE. 
 


8–1923.1. 
 


 (A) THIS SECTION APPLIES TO PROGRAMS DEVELOPED TO IMPLEMENT 


CLIMATE MITIGATION AND CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS UNDER § 8–1920 OF THIS 


SUBTITLE. 
 


 (B) (1) THE TRUST AND QUALIFIED ORGANIZATIONS SHALL PRINCIPALLY 


RECRUIT INDIVIDUALS FOR A MINIMUM 6–MONTH COMMITMENT, WHO, AT THE TIME 


OF ENROLLMENT, ARE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OLD AND UNDER THE AGE OF 26 YEARS. 
 


  (2) QUALIFIED ORGANIZATIONS MAY NOT UNDERTAKE A PROJECT IF 


THE PROJECT WOULD REPLACE REGULAR WORKERS OR DUPLICATE OR REPLACE AN 


EXISTING SERVICE IN THE SAME LOCALITY. 
 


  (3) A CORPS MEMBER MAY RECEIVE A STIPEND. 
 


  (4) STIPENDS FOR CORP MEMBERS SHALL INCLUDE MONETARY 


PAYMENTS OF AT LEAST $15 PER HOUR. 
 


 (C) IN DEVELOPING ITS PROGRAMS AND SEEKING FEDERAL AND STATE 


GRANTS, THE TRUST AND THE CORPS BOARD SHALL: 
 


  (1) COORDINATE EFFORTS WITH THE MARYLAND CORPS PROGRAM 


ESTABLISHED UNDER § 24–1102 OF THE EDUCATION ARTICLE; 
 


  (2) COORDINATE EFFORTS WITH THE MARYLAND CONSERVATION 


CORPS TO ENGAGE YOUNG ADULTS IN CONSERVATION SERVICE PROJECTS;  
 


  (3) SEEK ASSISTANCE AND ADVICE FROM RELEVANT PUBLIC AND 


PRIVATE SOURCES; AND 


 


  (4) EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INITIATING A COLLEGE–LEVEL 


CAMPAIGN TO ENGAGE WITH COMMUNITY COLLEGES, HISTORICALLY BLACK 


COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


IN THE STATE. 
 


 (D) IN DEVELOPING CLEAN ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE AND EDUCATIONAL 


PROGRAMS, THE TRUST AND THE CORPS BOARD SHALL SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM AND 


COOPERATE WITH THE MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER UNDER TITLE 10, 


SUBTITLE 8 OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ARTICLE. 
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 (E) IN DEVELOPING ITS CORPS MEMBER PROGRAMS, THE CORPS BOARD 


SHALL SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM AND COOPERATE WITH: 
 


  (1) THE MARYLAND SERVICE CORPS AND THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 


ON SERVICE AND VOLUNTEERISM UNDER TITLE 9.5, SUBTITLE 2 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE; 
 


  (2) THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND OTHER APPROPRIATE 


UNITS OF STATE GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTOR ENTITIES TO DEVELOP 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN PRIVATE–SECTOR ACTIVITIES, 


SUCH AS INTERNSHIP AND EXTERNSHIP PROGRAMS; AND 


 


  (3) COMMUNITY COLLEGES, 4–YEAR COLLEGES, AND UNIVERSITIES IN 


THE STATE TO DEVELOP OPPORTUNITIES FOR COURSE CREDIT ARRANGEMENTS 


THROUGH WHICH CORPS MEMBERS MAY EARN COURSE CREDITS FOR PARTICIPATION 


IN THE CORPS PROGRAM AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO OR IN ADDITION TO PAYMENT OF A 


STIPEND.  
 


Article – Natural Resources 


 


8–1925. RESERVED. 
 


8–1926. RESERVED. 
 


PART III. MARYLAND CLIMATE JUSTICE CORPS. 
 


8–1927. 
 


 (A) IN THIS PART THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS 


INDICATED. 
 


 (B) “CLEAN ENERGY PROJECT” MEANS A PROJECT TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO 


CLEAN, RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES IN A COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY 


AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE.  
 


 (C) “CLIMATE MITIGATION PROJECT” MEANS A PROJECT TO REDUCE 


EMISSIONS OF GREENHOUSE GASES AND CO–POLLUTANTS AND MITIGATE THE 


HEALTH IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN A COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY 


AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE.  
 


 (D) “COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE” 


MEANS A COMMUNITY IDENTIFIED USING THE METHODOLOGY RECOMMENDED BY 
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THE COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES 


UNDER § 1–702 OF THE ENVIRONMENT ARTICLE. 
 


 (E) “CORPS BOARD” MEANS THE ADVISORY BOARD OF THE CORPS 


PROGRAM. 
 


 (F) “CORPS PROGRAM” MEANS THE MARYLAND CLIMATE JUSTICE CORPS 


PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER § 8–1928 OF THIS PART. 
 


 (G) “QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION” MEANS: 
 


  (1) A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION; 
 


  (2) A SCHOOL; 
 


  (3) A COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION; 
 


  (4) A SERVICE, YOUTH, OR CIVIC GROUP; 
 


  (5) AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION; 
 


  (6) A COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY; OR 


 


  (7) A UNIT OF STATE GOVERNMENT. 
 


 (H) “TRUST” MEANS THE CHESAPEAKE BAY TRUST. 
 


8–1928. 
 


 (A) THERE IS A MARYLAND CLIMATE JUSTICE CORPS PROGRAM 


ADMINISTERED BY THE TRUST, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE CORPS BOARD. 
 


 (B) THE PURPOSE OF THE CORPS PROGRAM IS TO: 
 


  (1) PROMOTE CLIMATE JUSTICE AND ASSIST THE STATE IN 


ACHIEVING ITS GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTION TARGETS; 
 


  (2) PROVIDE YOUNG ADULTS WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO BECOME 


BETTER CITIZENS, STUDENTS, AND WORKERS THROUGH MEANINGFUL SERVICE TO 


THEIR COMMUNITIES AND THE STATE; 
 


  (3) MOBILIZE, EDUCATE, AND TRAIN YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS TO 


DEPLOY CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGY AND MITIGATE AND PREVENT THE 
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN COMMUNITIES 


DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE; AND 


 


  (4) PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS, 


ESPECIALLY DISADVANTAGED YOUTH, TO BE TRAINED FOR CAREERS THAT WILL BE 


PART OF THE EMERGING FIELD OF “GREEN–COLLAR” JOBS. 
 


8–1929. 
 


 (A) (1) THE PURPOSE OF THE CORPS BOARD IS TO ADVISE THE TRUST IN 


THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CORPS PROGRAM. 
 


  (2) THE CORPS BOARD CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING 11 MEMBERS: 
 


   (I) ONE MEMBER OF THE SENATE OF MARYLAND, APPOINTED 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE; 
 


   (II) ONE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, APPOINTED 


BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE; 
 


   (III) ONE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF MORGAN 


STATE UNIVERSITY, TO SERVE AS A LIAISON BETWEEN THE CORPS BOARD, THE 


PRESIDENT, AND THE BOARD OF REGENTS; 
 


   (IV) THREE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 


CHESAPEAKE BAY TRUST, APPOINTED BY THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD; AND 


 


   (V) FIVE MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR WITH THE 


ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE INDIVIDUAL 


FROM THE NONPROFIT SECTOR WITH A BACKGROUND IN EDUCATION AND STUDENT 


SERVICE AND ONE WITH A BACKGROUND IN WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT. 
 


  (3) IF A REGULATED LOBBYIST IS APPOINTED TO SERVE AS A MEMBER 


OF THE CORPS BOARD, THE LOBBYIST IS NOT SUBJECT TO: 
 


   (I) § 5–504(D) OF THE GENERAL PROVISIONS ARTICLE; OR 


 


   (II) § 5–704(F)(3) OF THE GENERAL PROVISIONS ARTICLE AS A 


RESULT OF THAT SERVICE. 
 


 (B) A MEMBER OF THE CORPS BOARD SHALL RESIDE IN THE STATE. 
 


 (C) IN MAKING APPOINTMENTS TO THE CORPS BOARD, THE GOVERNOR 


SHALL CONSIDER: 
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  (1) DIVERSITY; AND 


 


  (2) ALL GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS OF THE STATE. 
 


 (D) A MEMBER OF THE CORPS BOARD: 
 


  (1) MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION AS A MEMBER OF THE CORPS 


BOARD; BUT 


 


  (2) IS ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES UNDER THE 


STANDARD STATE TRAVEL REGULATIONS, AS PROVIDED IN THE STATE BUDGET. 
 


 (E) (1) THE TERM OF A MEMBER IS 4 YEARS. 
 


  (2) THE TERMS OF THE MEMBERS ARE STAGGERED AS REQUIRED BY 


THE TERMS PROVIDED FOR MEMBERS ON JULY 1, 2022. 
 


  (3) AT THE END OF A TERM, A MEMBER CONTINUES TO SERVE UNTIL 


A SUCCESSOR IS APPOINTED AND QUALIFIES. 
 


  (4) A MEMBER WHO IS APPOINTED AFTER A TERM HAS BEGUN SERVES 


ONLY FOR THE REST OF THE TERM AND UNTIL A SUCCESSOR IS APPOINTED AND 


QUALIFIES. 
 


 (F) THE APPOINTING AUTHORITY MAY REMOVE A MEMBER FOR 


INCOMPETENCE, MISCONDUCT, OR FAILURE TO PERFORM THE DUTIES OF THE 


POSITION. 
 


 (G) (1) THE CORPS BOARD SHALL DETERMINE THE TIMES AND PLACES 


OF ITS MEETINGS. 
 


  (2) THE CORPS BOARD MAY ACT WITH AN AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF SIX 


MEMBERS. 
 


8–1930. 
 


 (A) FROM AMONG ITS MEMBERS, THE CORPS BOARD SHALL ELECT A CHAIR 


AND A VICE CHAIR. 
 


 (B) THE TRUST SHALL PROVIDE STAFF SUPPORT FOR THE CORPS BOARD. 
 


8–1931. 
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 (A) (1) THE TRUST, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE CORPS BOARD, SHALL 


MAKE GRANTS TO QUALIFIED ORGANIZATIONS FOR THE CREATION OR EXPANSION 


OF FULL– AND PART–TIME MARYLAND CLIMATE JUSTICE CORPS PROGRAMS, THAT 


INVOLVE STUDENTS AND YOUNG ADULTS THROUGHOUT THE STATE, TO CARRY OUT 


THIS PART. 
 


  (2) CORPS PROGRAMS SHALL ENGAGE AND DEVELOP STIPEND 


VOLUNTEERS IN CLIMATE JUSTICE PROJECTS AND CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS IN 


COMMUNITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE. 
 


  (3) ELIGIBLE CORPS PROGRAM EXPENSES INCLUDE PERSONNEL 


COSTS, STIPENDS, SUPPLIES, AND OTHER MATERIALS FOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 


BY CORPS PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS. 
 


 (B) THE TRUST, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE CORPS BOARD, SHALL 


DEVELOP GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATING APPLICATIONS FROM QUALIFIED 


ORGANIZATIONS. 
 


 (C) THE GUIDELINES DEVELOPED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (B) 


OF THIS SECTION SHALL: 
 


  (1) CONSIDER THE CAPABILITY OF THE QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION 


TO CARRY OUT CORPS PROGRAMS OR PROJECTS; 
 


  (2) ENCOURAGE AND CONSIDER MULTIYEAR, MULTIPARTNER 


PROPOSALS, LOCAL MATCH, COST–SHARING AGREEMENTS, AND IN–KIND MATCH AS 


FACTORS IN EVALUATING CORPS PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATIONS; AND 


 


  (3) REQUIRE GRANT APPLICATIONS TO DESCRIBE HOW THE 


QUALIFYING ORGANIZATION INTENDS TO: 
 


   (I) ASSESS THE SKILLS OF CORPS PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS; 
 


   (II) PROVIDE LIFE SKILLS AND WORK SKILLS TRAINING; 
 


   (III) PROVIDE TRAINING AND EDUCATION, IN ADDITION TO THE 


TRAINING PROVIDED AS A PART OF THE MAIN CORPS PROGRAM; 
 


   (IV) DEVELOP, WHERE RELEVANT, AGREEMENTS FOR 


ACADEMIC STUDY WITH: 
 


    1. LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCIES; 
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    2. COMMUNITY COLLEGES; 
 


    3. 4–YEAR COLLEGES; 
 


    4. AREA CHARTER HIGH SCHOOLS AND  


VOCATIONAL–TECHNICAL SCHOOLS; AND 


 


    5. COMMUNITY–BASED ORGANIZATIONS;  
 


   (V) PROVIDE CAREER AND EDUCATIONAL GUIDANCE;  
 


   (VI) RECRUIT PARTICIPANTS WITHOUT HIGH SCHOOL 


DIPLOMAS; AND 


 


   (VII) RECRUIT RETIRED AND SEMIRETIRED SENIORS AND OTHER 


QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS WITH RELEVANT EXPERIENCE TO TRAIN CORPS PROGRAM 


VOLUNTEERS AND PARTICIPATE IN CORPS PROJECTS BY VOLUNTEERING THEIR 


EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS. 
 


 (D) A GRANT AGREEMENT REGARDING FUNDS FROM THE TRUST SHALL: 
 


  (1) SPECIFY THE ALLOWED USE OF THE FUNDS PROVIDED UNDER 


THE GRANT, INCLUDING ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES AND PERFORMANCE 


REQUIREMENTS; 
 


  (2) TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED FOR EFFICIENT MULTIYEAR 


FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE FUNDS; AND 


 


  (3) INCLUDE PROVISIONS FOR VERIFICATION THAT CORPS 


PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS ARE BEING IMPLEMENTED AS PLANNED. 
 


8–1932. 
 


 (A) FOR STIPEND VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS, THE TRUST AND QUALIFIED 


ORGANIZATIONS SHALL PRINCIPALLY RECRUIT INDIVIDUALS FOR A MINIMUM  


6–MONTH COMMITMENT WHO, AT THE TIME OF ENROLLMENT, ARE AT LEAST 18 


YEARS OLD AND NOT MORE THAN 25 YEARS OLD. 
 


 (B) QUALIFIED ORGANIZATIONS MAY NOT UNDERTAKE A PROJECT IF THE 


PROJECT WOULD REPLACE REGULAR WORKERS OR DUPLICATE OR REPLACE AN 


EXISTING SERVICE IN THE SAME LOCALITY. 
 


 (C) A STIPEND VOLUNTEER: 
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  (1) MAY NOT RECEIVE A SALARY AS A STIPEND VOLUNTEER; BUT 


 


  (2) MAY RECEIVE A STIPEND, AS DETERMINED BY THE TRUST, BASED 


ON THE NEEDS OF THE STIPEND VOLUNTEER AND THE LIMITS OF BUDGETARY 


APPROPRIATIONS. 
 


 (D) (1) A STIPEND VOLUNTEER MAY NOT PARTICIPATE IN ANY PARTISAN 


POLITICAL ACTIVITY WHILE ENGAGED IN THE PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES AS A 


STIPEND VOLUNTEER. 
 


  (2) THIS PART IS EFFECTIVE ONLY TO THE EXTENT THAT IT DOES NOT 


CONFLICT WITH ANY FEDERAL OR STATE LAWS OR REGULATIONS RELATING TO 


PARTICIPATION IN PARTISAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 
 


  (3) A STIPEND VOLUNTEER MAY NOT PARTICIPATE IN ANY 


REGULATORY OR STATUTORY ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES WHILE ENGAGED IN THE 


PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES AS A MEMBER OF THE CORPS PROGRAM. 
 


8–1933. 
 


 (A) THE TRUST SHALL PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO QUALIFIED 


ORGANIZATIONS THAT REQUEST ASSISTANCE. 
 


 (B) THE TRUST SHALL CONVENE MARYLAND CLIMATE JUSTICE CORPS 


PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS ON A REGULAR BASIS IN ORDER TO: 
 


  (1) PROMOTE TEAM BUILDING AMONG THE PARTICIPANTS; 
 


  (2) DEVELOP AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE OVERALL CORPS 


PROGRAM PURPOSE; 
 


  (3) SHARE INFORMATION ABOUT BEST PRACTICES; 
 


  (4) RECOGNIZE EXCELLENCE; AND 


 


  (5) PROVIDE TRAINING AND OTHER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES. 
 


 (C) IN PROVIDING TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, THE TRUST MAY 


CONTRACT WITH AN ORGANIZATION WITH A PROVEN TRACK RECORD OF 


DEVELOPING AND SUSTAINING CORPS PROGRAMS, WORKING WITH THE 


CONSERVATION CORPS MODEL, AND ENGAGING YOUNG PEOPLE FROM 


DISADVANTAGED BACKGROUNDS. 
 


8–1934. 
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 (A) THE CORPS PROGRAM’S PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES SHALL MEET AN 


IDENTIFIABLE PUBLIC NEED WITHIN A COMMUNITY DISPROPORTIONATELY 


AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE, WITH SPECIFIC EMPHASIS ON PROJECTS THAT 


RESULT IN LONG–TERM REDUCTIONS TO GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AND 


IMPROVEMENTS TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT.  
 


 (B) CLIMATE MITIGATION PROJECTS MAY INCLUDE:  
 


  (1) PROJECTS TO EXPAND URBAN TREE CANOPY, IMPLEMENT GREEN 


ROOFTOPS, AND TAKE OTHER ACTIONS TO REDUCE URBAN HEAT ISLAND EFFECTS; 


AND 


 


  (2) PROJECTS TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO CLEAN, RELIABLE 


TRANSPORTATION, INCLUDING THROUGH THE EXPANSION OF BIKE TRAILS AND 


PEDESTRIAN WALKWAYS.  
 


 (C) CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS MAY INCLUDE:  
 


  (1) PROJECTS TO INSTALL RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS AT  


LOW–INCOME HOUSEHOLDS AND SCHOOLS, LIBRARIES, AND OTHER PUBLIC 


BUILDINGS; AND 


 


  (2) PROJECTS TO UNDERTAKE HOLISTIC RETROFITS OF  


LOW–INCOME HOUSEHOLDS, INCLUDING WEATHERIZATION AND HEAT PUMP 


INSTALLATION. 
 


8–1935. 
 


 THE TRUST AND THE CORPS BOARD SHALL SEEK FEDERAL FUNDS AND 


GRANTS AND DONATIONS FROM PRIVATE SOURCES TO BE MADE TO THE TRUST FOR 


THE PURPOSE OF LONG–TERM FUNDING OF THE CORPS PROGRAM. 
 


8–1936. 
 


 COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES MAY: 
 


  (1) CONTRACT WITH THE TRUST TO CARRY OUT CORPS PROGRAM 


WORK; 
 


  (2) ASSIGN TO THE TRUST RESOURCES TO ASSIST IN ITS CORPS 


PROGRAM WORK, DEVELOPMENT, AND ACTIVITIES; AND 
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  (3) ASSIGN FACULTY AND STAFF TO THE TRUST FOR THE PURPOSE 


OF CARRYING OUT OR ASSISTING WITH CORPS PROGRAMS. 
 


8–1937. 
 


 (A) IN DEVELOPING ITS PROGRAMS AND SEEKING FEDERAL AND STATE 


GRANTS, THE TRUST AND THE CORPS BOARD SHALL: 
 


  (1) COORDINATE ALL EFFORTS WITH THE MARYLAND 


CONSERVATION CORPS ESTABLISHED IN TITLE 5, SUBTITLE 2 OF THIS ARTICLE TO 


ENGAGE YOUNG ADULTS IN CONSERVATION SERVICE PROJECTS; 
 


  (2) COORDINATE ALL EFFORTS WITH THE CIVIC JUSTICE CORPS, AN 


ADJUNCT PROGRAM OF THE MARYLAND CONSERVATION CORPS, TO ENGAGE YOUTH 


IN CONSERVATION SERVICE PROJECTS; AND 


 


  (3) SEEK ASSISTANCE AND ADVICE FROM RELEVANT PUBLIC AND 


PRIVATE SOURCES. 
 


 (B) IN DEVELOPING CLEAN ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE AND EDUCATIONAL 


PROGRAMS, THE TRUST AND THE CORPS BOARD SHALL SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM 


AND COOPERATE WITH THE MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER UNDER TITLE 10, 


SUBTITLE 8 OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ARTICLE. 
 


 (C) IN DEVELOPING ITS VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS, THE TRUST AND THE 


CORPS BOARD SHALL SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM AND COOPERATE WITH: 
 


  (1) THE MARYLAND SERVICE CORPS AND THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 


ON SERVICE AND VOLUNTEERISM UNDER TITLE 9.5, SUBTITLE 2 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE; 
 


  (2) THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND OTHER APPROPRIATE 


UNITS OF STATE GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTOR ENTITIES TO DEVELOP 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN PRIVATE SECTOR ACTIVITIES, 


SUCH AS INTERNSHIP AND EXTERNSHIP PROGRAMS; AND 


 


  (3) MORGAN STATE UNIVERSITY AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS OF 


HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE STATE, TO DEVELOP OPPORTUNITIES FOR COURSE 


CREDIT ARRANGEMENTS THROUGH WHICH STUDENTS MAY EARN COURSE CREDITS 


FOR PARTICIPATION IN CORPS PROGRAMS AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO OR IN ADDITION 


TO PAYMENT OF A STIPEND. 
 


8–1938. 
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 (A) ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1 EACH YEAR, THE TRUST, IN CONSULTATION 


WITH THE CORPS BOARD SHALL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND, IN ACCORDANCE 


WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
 


 (B) THE REPORT SHALL INCLUDE A COMPLETE OPERATING AND FINANCIAL 


STATEMENT COVERING THE OPERATIONS OF THE CORPS BOARD AND A SUMMARY 


OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CORPS BOARD DURING THE PRECEDING FISCAL YEAR. 
 


Article – Public Safety 


 


12–501. 


 


 (a) In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated. 


 


 (b) “Building” has the meaning stated in the International Building Code. 


 


 (c) “Department” means the Maryland Department of Labor. 


 


 (d) (1) “International Building Code” means the first printing of the most 


recent edition of the International Building Code issued by the International Code Council. 


 


  (2) “International Building Code” does not include interim amendments or 


subsequent printings of the most recent edition of the International Building Code. 


 


 (e) (1) “International Energy Conservation Code” means the first printing of 


the most recent edition of the International Energy Conservation Code issued by the 


International Code Council. 


 


  (2) “International Energy Conservation Code” does not include interim 


amendments or subsequent printings of the most recent edition of the International Energy 


Conservation Code. 


 


 (f) (1) “International Green Construction Code” means the first printing of the 


most recent edition of the International Green Construction Code issued by the 


International Code Council. 


 


  (2) “International Green Construction Code” does not include interim 


amendments or subsequent printings of the most recent edition of the International Green 


Construction Code. 


 


 (g) “Local jurisdiction” means the county or municipal corporation that is 


responsible for implementation and enforcement of the Standards under this subtitle. 


 


 (h) “Standards” means the Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
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 (i) “Structure” has the meaning stated in the International Building Code. 


 


12–503. 


 


 (a) (1) The Department shall adopt by regulation, as the Maryland Building 


Performance Standards, the International Building Code, including the International 


Energy Conservation Code, with the modifications incorporated by the Department under 


subsection (b) of this section. 


 


  (2) The Department shall adopt each subsequent version of the Standards 


within 18 months after it is issued. 


 


 (b) (1) Before adopting each version of the Standards, the Department shall: 


 


   (i) review the International Building Code to determine whether 


modifications should be incorporated in the Standards; 


 


   (ii) consider changes to the International Building Code to enhance 


energy conservation and efficiency; 


 


   (iii) subject to the provisions of paragraph (2)(ii) of this subsection, 


adopt modifications to the Standards that allow any innovative approach, design, 


equipment, or method of construction that can be demonstrated to offer performance that 


is at least the equivalent to the requirements of: 


 


    1. the International Energy Conservation Code; 


 


    2. Chapter 13, “Energy Efficiency”, of the International 


Building Code; or 


 


    3. Chapter 11, “Energy Efficiency”, of the International 


Residential Code; 


 


   (iv) accept written comments; 


 


   (v) consider any comments received; and 


 


   (vi) hold a public hearing on each proposed modification. 


 


  (2) (i) Except as provided in subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph and § 


12–510 of this subtitle, the Department may not adopt, as part of the Standards, a 


modification of a building code requirement that is more stringent than the requirement in 


the International Building Code. 


 


   (ii) The Department may adopt energy conservation requirements 


that are more stringent than the requirements in the International Energy Conservation 
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Code, but may not adopt energy conservation requirements that are less stringent than the 


requirements in the International Energy Conservation Code. 


 


  (3) ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2023, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 


ADOPT, AS PART OF THE STANDARDS, A REQUIREMENT THAT NEW BUILDINGS BE 


PROVIDED WITH SUFFICIENT ELECTRICAL CAPACITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE, 


INCLUDING CIRCUITS, RACEWAYS, RECEPTACLES, AND JUNCTION BOXES, TO 


SUPPORT THE REPLACEMENT OF INSTALLED FOSSIL–FUEL APPLIANCES AND 


EQUIPMENT WITHOUT REQUIRING DESTRUCTIVE MODIFICATIONS TO THE BUILDING 


INTERIOR OR EXTERIOR TO COMPLETE THE NECESSARY ELECTRICAL WORK FOR THE 


INSTALLATION.  
 


  (3) (I) ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2023, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 


ADOPT, AS PART OF THE STANDARDS: 
 


    1. SUBJECT TO SUBPARAGRAPH (II) OF THIS 


PARAGRAPH, A REQUIREMENT THAT NEW BUILDINGS MEET ALL WATER AND SPACE 


HEATING DEMAND WITHOUT THE USE OF FOSSIL FUELS; AND 


 


    2. ELECTRIC–READY STANDARDS TO ENSURE THAT NEW 


BUILDINGS ARE READY FOR: 
 


    A. THE INSTALLATION OF SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS; 
 


    B. THE INSTALLATION OF ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING 


EQUIPMENT; AND  


 


    C. BUILDING–GRID INTERACTION.  
 


   (II) 1. A LOCAL JURISDICTION MAY GRANT A VARIANCE 


FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF SUBPARAGRAPH (I)1 OF THIS PARAGRAPH FOR A 


BUILDING ONLY IF THE LOCAL JURISDICTION DETERMINES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 


A COST–EFFECTIVENESS TEST DEVELOPED BY THE DEPARTMENT, THAT THE 


INCREMENTAL COST OF CONSTRUCTING THE BUILDING TO COMPLY WITH THE 


REQUIREMENTS WOULD BE GREATER THAN THE SOCIAL COST OF THE GREENHOUSE 


GASES THAT WOULD BE REDUCED BY COMPLYING WITH THE REQUIREMENTS.  
 


    2. THE COST–EFFECTIVENESS TEST DEVELOPED BY THE 


DEPARTMENT UNDER THIS SUBPARAGRAPH SHALL: 
 


    A. FOR THE PURPOSE OF CALCULATING THE SOCIAL 


COST OF GREENHOUSE GASES, USE EITHER THE RATE ADOPTED BY THE 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT OR THE RATE ADOPTED BY THE UNITED 


STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, WHICHEVER IS GREATER; AND 
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    B. ACCOUNT FOR PROJECTED UTILITY COST RATES AND 


EMISSIONS RATES BASED ON THE MOST RECENT FINAL GREENHOUSE GAS 


EMISSIONS REDUCTION PLAN ADOPTED UNDER § 2–1205 OF THE ENVIRONMENT 


ARTICLE.  
 


    3. A BUILDING THAT RECEIVES A VARIANCE IN 


ACCORDANCE WITH THE COST–EFFECTIVENESS TEST DEVELOPED UNDER THIS 


SUBPARAGRAPH SHALL STILL BE REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH ELECTRIC–READY 


STANDARDS ADOPTED UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (I)2 OF THIS PARAGRAPH.  
 


 (c) The Standards apply to each building or structure in the State for which a 


building permit application is received by a local jurisdiction on or after August 1, 1995. 


 


 (d) In addition to the Standards, the Department [may] SHALL:  
 


  (1) ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2023, adopt by regulation the 2018 


International Green Construction Code; AND 


 


  (2) ADOPT EACH SUBSEQUENT VERSION OF THE CODE WITHIN 18 


MONTHS AFTER IT IS ISSUED. 


 


12–505. 


 


 (a) (1) (i) Each local jurisdiction shall implement and enforce the most 


current version of the Standards and any local amendments to the Standards. 


 


   (ii) Any modification of the Standards adopted by the State after 


December 31, 2009, shall be implemented and enforced by a local jurisdiction no later than 


12 months after the modifications are adopted by the State. 


 


Article – Public Utilities 


 


7–211. 


 


 (g) (1) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, on or before 


December 31, 2008, by regulation or order, the Commission shall: 


 


   (i) to the extent that the Commission determines that cost–effective 


energy efficiency and conservation programs and services are available, for each affected 


class, require each electric company to procure or provide for its electricity customers  


cost–effective energy efficiency and conservation programs and services with projected and 


verifiable electricity savings that are designed to achieve a targeted reduction of at least 


5% by the end of 2011 and 10% by the end of 2015 of per capita electricity consumed in the 


electric company’s service territory during 2007; and 
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   (ii) require each electric company to implement a cost–effective 


demand response program in the electric company’s service territory that is designed to 


achieve a targeted reduction of at least 5% by the end of 2011, 10% by the end of 2013, and 


15% by the end of 2015, in per capita peak demand of electricity consumed in the electric 


company’s service territory during 2007. 


 


  (2) (i) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, for the 


duration of the [2018–2020 and] 2021–2023 AND 2024–2026 program cycles, by regulation 


or order, the Commission shall, to the extent that the Commission determines that  


cost–effective energy efficiency and conservation programs and services are available, for 


each affected class, require each electric company to procure or provide for its electricity 


customers cost–effective energy efficiency and conservation programs and services with 


projected and verifiable electricity savings that are designed on a trajectory to achieve a 


targeted annual incremental gross energy savings of at least [2.0% per year, calculated as 


a percentage of the electric company’s 2016 weather–normalized gross retail sales and 


electricity losses] THE FOLLOWING ANNUAL PERCENTAGES, CALCULATED AS A 


PERCENTAGE OF THE ELECTRIC COMPANY’S 2016 WEATHER–NORMALIZED GROSS 


RETAIL SALES AND ELECTRICITY LOSSES: 
 


    1. 2.25% 2.0% PER YEAR IN 2022 THROUGH 2024 AND 


2025; 
 


    2. 2.5% 2.25% PER YEAR IN 2025 AND 2026; AND 


 


    3. 2.75% 2.5% PER YEAR IN 2027 AND THEREAFTER. 


 


   (ii) The savings trajectory shall use the approved 2016 plans 


submitted under subsection (h)(2) of this section as a baseline for an incremental increase 


of a rate of.20% per year until the minimum [2.0% per year] savings rate SPECIFIED IN 


SUBPARAGRAPH (I) OF THIS PARAGRAPH is achieved. 


 


   (iii) The gross retail sales against which the savings are measured 


shall: 


 


    1. reflect sales associated with customer classes served by 


utility–administered programs only; and 


 


    2. be updated by the Commission for each plan submitted 


under subsection (h)(2) of this section. 


 


   (iv) The targeted annual incremental gross energy savings shall be 


achieved based on the 3–year average of an electric company’s plan submitted under 


subsection (h)(2) of this section. 
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   (V) FOR 2025 AND THEREAFTER, THE CORE OBJECTIVE OF THE 


TARGETED REDUCTIONS UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL INCLUDE DEVELOPMENT AND 


IMPLEMENTATION OF A PORTFOLIO OF MUTUALLY REINFORCING GOALS, INCLUDING 


GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTION, ENERGY SAVINGS, NET CUSTOMER 


BENEFITS, AND REACHING UNDERSERVED CUSTOMERS. 
 


7–217. 
 


 (A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS 


INDICATED. 
 


  (2) “ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS” MEANS A SCHOOL BUS THAT IS 


POWERED EXCLUSIVELY BY AN ELECTRIC MOTOR THAT DRAWS ITS CURRENT FROM 


RECHARGEABLE STORAGE BATTERIES THAT ARE RECHARGED WITH ELECTRICITY 


FROM AN ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION. 
 


  (3) “ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM” MEANS A PILOT 


PROGRAM CONDUCTED BY AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY UNDER THIS 


SECTION. 
 


  (4) “INCREMENTAL ADMINISTRATIVE AND OPERATING COSTS” MEANS 


THE AMOUNT BY WHICH THE COST OF ADMINISTERING AND OPERATING AN ELECTRIC 


SCHOOL BUS PROGRAM EXCEEDS THE COST OF ADMINISTERING AND OPERATING A 


DIESEL SCHOOL BUS PROGRAM. 
 


  (5) “INCREMENTAL COSTS OF PURCHASING AND DEPLOYING 


ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUSES” MEANS THE AMOUNT BY WHICH THE COSTS OF 


PURCHASING AND DEPLOYING ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUSES EXCEED THE COSTS OF 


PURCHASING AND DEPLOYING DIESEL SCHOOL BUSES. 
 


  (6) “INTERCONNECTION EQUIPMENT” MEANS A GROUP OF 


COMPONENTS OR AN INTEGRATED SYSTEM THAT CONNECTS AN ELECTRIC VEHICLE 


CHARGING STATION WITH THE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM OF AN INVESTOR–OWNED 


ELECTRIC COMPANY.  
 


  (7) “INTERCONNECTION FACILITIES” MEANS FACILITIES REQUIRED 


BY AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY TO ACCOMMODATE THE 


INTERCONNECTION OF AN ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION. 
 


  (8) “PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEM” MEANS A SCHOOL SYSTEM 


LOCATED WITHIN AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY’S SERVICE TERRITORY 


THAT: 
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   (I) PARTICIPATES IN AN ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT 


PROGRAM UNDER AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN ITS SCHOOL BOARD AND AN  


INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY; AND  


 


   (II) OWNS ITS SCHOOL BUSES OR CONTRACTS WITH ANOTHER 


ENTITY FOR SCHOOL BUS SERVICES.  
 


  (9) “PROGRAM COSTS” MEANS: 
 


   (I) ANY COSTS TO DEPLOY APPROPRIATE ELECTRIC SCHOOL 


BUS CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE THAT ARE INCURRED BY AN INVESTOR–OWNED 


ELECTRIC COMPANY IN IMPLEMENTING AN ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM; 


AND 


 


   (II) REBATES PAID TO A PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEM.  
 


  (10) “REBATE” MEANS AN INCENTIVE PROVIDED BY AN  


INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY TO A PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEM THAT 


IS EQUAL TO: 
 


   (I) THE DEMONSTRABLE INCREMENTAL COSTS OF PURCHASING 


AND DEPLOYING ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUSES TO PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEMS; 


AND 


 


   (II) THE INCREMENTAL ADMINISTRATIVE AND OPERATING 


COSTS INCURRED BY A PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEM IN IMPLEMENTING ITS 


ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM. 
 


 (B) (1) THERE IS AN ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM. 
 


  (2) THE ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM SHALL BE 


IMPLEMENTED AND ADMINISTERED BY THE COMMISSION AND SHALL OPERATE AS 


PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION. 
 


 (C) AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY MAY APPLY TO THE 


COMMISSION TO IMPLEMENT AN ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM IF THE 


PILOT PROGRAM IS STRUCTURED TO: 
 


  (1) COMMENCE ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 2024; 
 


  (2) PROVIDE FOR THE DEPLOYMENT OF NOT FEWER THAN 25 


ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUSES; 
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  (3) PROVIDE FOR ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS REBATES TO PARTICIPATING 


SCHOOL SYSTEMS; 
 


  (4) LIMIT TOTAL REBATES TO $50,000,000; 
 


  (5) ALLOW THE INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY TO USE THE 


STORAGE BATTERIES OF THE ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUSES TO ACCESS THE STORED 


ELECTRICITY THROUGH VEHICLE–TO–GRID TECHNOLOGY: 
 


   (I) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN ITEM (6) OF THIS SUBSECTION, 


WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION TO THE SCHOOL SYSTEM FOR THE 


ELECTRICITY; AND 


 


   (II) AT TIMES WHEN THE PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEM 


DETERMINES THAT THE SCHOOL BUSES ARE NOT NEEDED TO TRANSPORT 


STUDENTS; 
 


  (6) ENSURE THAT IF THE INVESTOR–OWNED UTILITY USES 


ELECTRICITY THAT A PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEM PROVIDES TO CHARGE AN 


ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS BATTERY, THE INVESTOR–OWNED UTILITY REPLACES THAT 


ELECTRICITY AT NO COST TO THE PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEM; 
 


  (7) PROVIDE FOR THE SELECTION OF SCHOOL SYSTEMS THAT APPLY 


TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PILOT PROGRAM ON THE BASIS OF APPROPRIATE FACTORS 


DETERMINED BY THE INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY WITH THE APPROVAL 


OF THE COMMISSION, INCLUDING THE LOCATIONAL BENEFITS THAT THE STORAGE 


BATTERIES OF SCHOOL BUSES MAY BRING TO THE INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC 


COMPANY;  
 


  (8) CONSIDER, IN DETERMINING THE APPROPRIATE FACTORS UNDER 


ITEM (7) OF THIS SUBSECTION, THE HEALTH AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS ON  


LOW–INCOME AND MINORITY COMMUNITIES; 
 


  (9) PROVIDE AND INSTALL THE INTERCONNECTION EQUIPMENT AND 


INTERCONNECTION FACILITIES FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS AND 


TRAIN SCHOOL PERSONNEL IN THE PROPER USE OF THE EQUIPMENT AND 


FACILITIES; 
 


  (10) EQUIP ENSURE EACH ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS IS EQUIPPED WITH 


LAP AND SHOULDER BELTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE 


NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD; AND 
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  (11) PROVIDE ENSURE THE SCHOOL BOARD IS PROVIDED WITH 


ADEQUATE TRAINING AND EXPERTISE TO OPERATE ABLY ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUSES, 


ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS, AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE. 
 


 (D) A PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEM SHALL: 
 


  (1) WHEN DEPLOYING ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUSES, CONSIDER CRITERIA 


THAT BENEFIT STUDENTS WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE AND  


REDUCED PRICE MEALS; AND 


 


  (2) BEFORE THE DELIVERY OF ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUSES, DEVELOP A 


PLAN FOR TRAINING AND RETAINING ANY SCHOOL SYSTEM EMPLOYEE AFFECTED BY 


THE ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM.  
 


 (E) (1) SUBJECT TO THE COMMISSION’S APPROVAL, AN  


INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY MAY RECOVER ALL REASONABLE AND 


PRUDENT PROGRAM COSTS INCURRED UNDER AN ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT 


PROGRAM THROUGH A RATE APPLICATION TO BE MECHANISM THAT IS REVIEWED 


AND APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION. 
 


  (2) A RATE APPLICATION UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHALL INCLUDE 


CONFORMING CHANGES TO THE PARTICIPATING INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC 


COMPANY’S APPLICABLE RATE SCHEDULES. 
 


  (3) SUBJECT TO THE COMMISSION’S APPROVAL, THE ELECTRIC 


SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM SHALL BECOME A REGULAR RATE SCHEDULE OF THE 


PARTICIPATING INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY. 
 


 (F) SUBJECT TO THE COMMISSION’S APPROVAL, AN INVESTOR–OWNED 


ELECTRIC COMPANY MAY ESTABLISH A PILOT TARIFF OR RATE TO PROVIDE SERVICE 


TO AN ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS. 
 


 (G) AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY THAT APPLIES TO 


IMPLEMENT AN ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM SHALL PROVIDE TO THE 


COMMISSION ANY INFORMATION, DATA, AND ANALYSIS THAT THE COMMISSION 


REQUIRES. 
 


 (H) THE COMMISSION SHALL APPROVE, DENY, OR APPROVE WITH 


MODIFICATIONS AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY’S APPLICATION TO 


IMPLEMENT AN ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM. 
 


 (I) (1) AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY THAT ESTABLISHES AN 


ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED BY THIS SECTION SHALL, IN 


CONSULTATION WITH EACH PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEM, BY FEBRUARY 1, 2025, 
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AND EACH YEAR THEREAFTER FOR THE DURATION OF THE PILOT PROGRAM, REPORT 


ON THE STATUS OF THE PILOT PROGRAM TO THE GOVERNOR, THE COMMISSION, 


AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE 


HOUSE ECONOMIC MATTERS COMMITTEE AND THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE.  
 


  (2) THE REPORT REQUIRED UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS 


SUBSECTION SHALL INCLUDE: 
 


   (I) AN EVALUATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH 


BENEFITS OF THE PILOT PROGRAM; AND  


 


   (II) THE FINANCIAL COSTS AND BENEFITS OF IMPLEMENTING 


THE PILOT PROGRAM TO THE PARTICIPATING SCHOOL SYSTEM AND THE  


INVESTOR–OWNED UTILITY, INCLUDING: 
 


    1. THE DEPLOYMENT, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE 


OF THE ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUSES; AND  


 


    2. THE USE OF VEHICLE–TO–GRID TECHNOLOGY.  
 


 (J) THE INITIAL DURATION OF AN ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM 


SHALL BE AT LEAST 3 YEARS AND MAY NOT EXCEED 5 YEARS. 
 


 (K) ON THE REQUEST OF AN INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY, THE 


COMMISSION MAY AUTHORIZE AN EXPANSION OF THE SCOPE, DEPLOYMENT, 


PROGRAM COSTS, AND DURATION OF THE ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS PILOT PROGRAM. 
 


SUBTITLE 8. ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM PLANNING. 
 


7–801. 
 


 IT IS THE GOAL OF THE STATE THAT THE ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 


SUPPORT, IN A COST–EFFECTIVE MANNER, THE STATE’S POLICY GOALS WITH 


REGARD TO: 
 


  (1) GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION; 
 


  (2) RENEWABLE ENERGY; 
 


  (3) DECREASING DEPENDENCE ON ELECTRICITY IMPORTED FROM 


OTHER STATES; AND 


 


  (4) ACHIEVING ENERGY DISTRIBUTION RESILIENCY, EFFICIENCY, 


AND RELIABILITY. 
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7–802. 
 


 ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2024, AND EACH DECEMBER 1 THEREAFTER, 


THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE 


STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WITH INFORMATION 


REGARDING THE CURRENT STATUS OF ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 


EVOLUTION, INCLUDING INFORMATION ON ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 


PLANNING PROCESSES AND IMPLEMENTATION THAT PROMOTE, AS SPECIFIC GOALS, 


THE FOLLOWING: 
 


  (1) MEASURES TO DECREASE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS INCIDENT 


TO ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION, INCLUDING HIGH LEVELS OF DISTRIBUTED ENERGY 


RESOURCES AND ELECTRIC VEHICLES; 
 


  (2) GIVING PRIORITY TO VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES IN THE 


DEVELOPMENT OF DISTRIBUTED ENERGY RESOURCES AND ELECTRIC VEHICLE 


INFRASTRUCTURE; 
 


  (3) ENERGY EFFICIENCY; 
 


  (4) MEETING ANTICIPATED INCREASES IN LOAD; 
 


  (5) INCORPORATION OF ENERGY STORAGE TECHNOLOGY AS 


APPROPRIATE AND PRUDENT TO:  
 


   (I) SUPPORT EFFICIENCY AND RELIABILITY OF THE ELECTRIC 


DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM; AND  


 


   (II) PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CAPACITY TO ACCOMMODATE 


INCREASED DISTRIBUTED RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY GENERATION IN CONNECTION 


WITH ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM MODERNIZATION; 
 


  (6) EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT OF LOAD VARIABILITY;  
 


  (7) ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM RESILIENCY AND RELIABILITY; 
 


  (8) BIDIRECTIONAL POWER FLOWS; 
 


  (9) DEMAND RESPONSE AND OTHER NONWIRE AND NONCAPITAL 


ALTERNATIVES; 
 


  (10) INCREASED USE OF DISTRIBUTED ENERGY RESOURCES, 


INCLUDING ELECTRIC VEHICLES;  
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  (11) TRANSPARENT STAKEHOLDER PARTICIPATION IN ONGOING 


ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM PLANNING PROCESSES; AND 


 


  (12) ANY OTHER ISSUES THE COMMISSION CONSIDERS APPROPRIATE.  
 


7–803. 
 


 (A) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY STRONGLY ENCOURAGES THE ELECTRIC 


COMPANIES OF THE STATE TO PURSUE DILIGENTLY FEDERAL FUNDS TO MEET THE 


STATE’S POLICY GOALS FOR THE ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM, INCLUDING 


FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE UNDER §§ 40101, 40103, AND 40107 OF THE FEDERAL 


INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT. 
 


 (B) THE COMMISSION AND THE MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION 


SHALL PROVIDE ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO ELECTRIC COMPANIES FOR APPLYING 


FOR AND OBTAINING ACCESS TO FEDERAL AND OTHER AVAILABLE FUNDS TO MEET 


THE STATE’S POLICY GOALS FOR THE ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM. 
 


 (C) THE MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION SHALL IDENTIFY FUNDING 


SOURCES THAT MAY BE AVAILABLE TO ELECTRIC COMPANIES TO IMPLEMENT THE 


STATE’S POLICY GOALS UNDER § 7–802 OF THIS SUBTITLE, INCLUDING FUNDING 


FOR: 
 


  (1) INCREASING THE EFFICIENCY OF ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION 


SYSTEMS, INCLUDING THROUGH INSTALLATION AND INTEGRATION OF ENERGY 


STORAGE DEVICES AND OPERATIONAL CHANGES AND UPGRADES; 
 


  (2) GRID–HARDENING ACTIVITIES TO REDUCE THE OCCURRENCE OF 


OR CONSEQUENCES OF EVENTS THAT DISRUPT OPERATIONS OF THE ELECTRIC 


DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR NATURAL DISASTERS; 
 


  (3) OTHER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM–RELATED UPGRADE ACTIVITIES 


AVAILABLE FOR FUNDING UNDER § 40101, § 40103, OR § 40107 OF THE FEDERAL 


INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT; AND 


 


  (4) OTHER SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES THAT THE COMMISSION IDENTIFIES. 
 


 (D) AS NEEDED TO PROMOTE THE STATE’S POLICY GOALS UNDER § 7–802 OF 


THIS SUBTITLE, THE COMMISSION: 
 


  (1) SHALL REQUIRE EACH ELECTRIC COMPANY TO REPORT TO THE 


COMMISSION AND THE MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION ON: 
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   (I) THE FUNDING FOR WHICH THE ELECTRIC COMPANY HAS 


APPLIED; 
 


   (II) THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH THE FUNDING IS INTENDED TO 


BE USED; 
 


   (III) THE STATUS OF THE FUNDING APPLICATIONS; AND 


 


   (IV) CONDITIONS THAT MUST BE MET TO OBTAIN THE FUNDING; 


AND 


 


  (2) MAY ADOPT REGULATIONS OR ISSUE ORDERS THAT REQUIRE 


ELECTRIC COMPANIES TO APPLY FOR FEDERAL AND OTHER AVAILABLE FUNDS IN A 


TIMELY MANNER. 
 


7–804. 
 


 ON OR BEFORE JULY 1, 2025, THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS 


OR ISSUE ORDERS TO IMPLEMENT SPECIFIC POLICIES FOR ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION 


SYSTEM PLANNING AND IMPROVEMENTS IN ORDER TO PROMOTE THE STATE’S 


POLICY GOALS UNDER § 7–802 OF THIS SUBTITLE.  
 


Article – State Finance and Procurement 


 


3–602.1. 


 


 (a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated. 


 


  (2) “High performance building” means a building that: 


 


   (i) 1. A. [meets or exceeds the current] ACHIEVES AT 


LEAST A SILVER RATING ACCORDING TO THE MOST RECENT version of the U.S. Green 


Building Council’s LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green 


Building Rating System [Silver rating]; OR 


 


    B. 2. IS A SCHOOL OR PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING THAT 


ACHIEVES AT LEAST A CERTIFIED RATING ACCORDING TO THE MOST RECENT 


VERSION OF THE U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL’S LEED GREEN BUILDING 


RATING SYSTEM AND, BASED ON THE BUILDING’S LOCATION, ACHIEVES 5 POINTS 


OR FEWER IN THE COMBINED CREDITS FOR ACCESS TO QUALITY TRANSIT AND 


SURROUNDING DENSITY AND DIVERSE USES;  
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   [(ii)] 2. Achieves at least a comparable numeric rating according 


to a nationally recognized, accepted, and appropriate numeric sustainable development 


rating system, guideline, or standard approved by the Secretaries of Budget and 


Management and General Services; or 


 


   [(iii)] 3. Complies with a nationally recognized and accepted green 


building code, guideline, or standard reviewed and recommended by the Maryland Green 


Building Council and approved by the Secretaries of Budget and Management and General 


Services; AND 


 


   (II) 1. MEETS OR EXCEEDS THE CURRENT REQUIREMENTS 


FOR CERTIFICATION UNDER THE U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL’S LEED 


(LEADERSHIP IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN) ZERO ENERGY 


PROGRAM; OR 


 


    2. ACHIEVES A NET–ZERO ENERGY BALANCE IN 


ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARDS OR GUIDELINES RECOMMENDED BY THE 


MARYLAND GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF 


BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT AND THE SECRETARY OF GENERAL SERVICES. 


 


  (3) “Major renovation” means the renovation of a building where: 


 


   (i) the building shell is to be reused for the new construction; 


 


   (ii) the heating, ventilating, and air conditioning (HVAC), electrical, 


and plumbing systems are to be replaced; and 


 


   (iii) the scope of the renovation is 7,500 square feet or greater. 


 


 (b) It is the intent of the General Assembly that, to the extent practicable: 


 


  (1) the State shall employ green building technologies when constructing 


or renovating a State building not subject to this section; and 


 


  (2) high performance buildings shall meet the criteria and standards 


established under the “High Performance Green Building Program” adopted by the 


Maryland Green Building Council. 


 


 (c) (1) This subsection applies to: 


 


   (i) capital projects [that are funded solely] FOR WHICH AT LEAST 


25% OF THE PROJECT COSTS ARE FUNDED with State funds; and 


 


   (ii) community college capital projects that receive State funds. 
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  (2) Except as provided in subsections (d) and (e) of this section, if a capital 


project includes the construction or major renovation of a building that is 7,500 square feet 


or greater, the building shall be constructed or renovated to be a high performance building. 


 


 (d) The following types of unoccupied buildings are not required to be constructed 


or renovated to be high performance buildings: 


 


  (1) warehouse and storage facilities; 


 


  (2) garages; 


 


  (3) maintenance facilities; 


 


  (4) transmitter buildings; 


 


  (5) pumping stations; and 


 


  (6) other similar types of buildings, as determined by the Department. 


 


 (e) (1) The Department of Budget and Management and the Department of 


General Services shall jointly establish a process to allow a unit of State government or a 


community college to obtain a waiver from complying with subsection (c) of this section. 


 


  (2) The waiver process shall: 


 


   (i) include a review by the Maryland Green Building Council 


established under § 4–809 of this article, to determine if the use of a high performance 


building in a proposed capital project is not practicable; and 


 


   (ii) require the approval of a waiver by the Secretaries of Budget and 


Management, General Services, and Transportation. 


 


3–602.4. 
 


 (A) (1) THIS SECTION APPLIES ONLY TO: 
 


   (I) A CAPITAL PROJECT THAT IS FUNDED SOLELY WITH STATE 


FUNDS; AND 


 


   (II) SUBJECT TO § 5–312 OF THE EDUCATION ARTICLE, AT 


LEAST ONE PUBLIC SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT IN EACH LOCAL SCHOOL 


SYSTEM FROM JULY 1, 2023, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2033, INCLUSIVE. 
 


  (2) THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO UNOCCUPIED BUILDINGS 


THAT ARE NOT REQUIRED TO BE CONSTRUCTED TO BE HIGH PERFORMANCE 


BUILDINGS UNDER § 3–602.1 OF THIS SUBTITLE.  
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 (B) IN ADDITION TO MEETING THE HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILDING 


REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED UNDER § 3–602.1 OF THIS SUBTITLE, IF A PROJECT 


DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (A)(1) OF THIS SECTION INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION 


OF A BUILDING THAT IS 7,500 SQUARE FEET OR GREATER, THE BUILDING SHALL BE 


CONSTRUCTED TO: 
 


  (1) MEET OR EXCEED THE CURRENT REQUIREMENTS FOR 


CERTIFICATION UNDER THE U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL’S LEED 


(LEADERSHIP IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN) ZERO ENERGY 


PROGRAM; OR 


 


  (2) ACHIEVE A NET–ZERO ENERGY BALANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH 


STANDARDS OR GUIDELINES RECOMMENDED BY THE MARYLAND GREEN BUILDING 


COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT AND 


THE SECRETARY OF GENERAL SERVICES. 
 


 (C) (1) THE DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT AND THE 


DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES SHALL JOINTLY ESTABLISH A PROCESS TO 


ALLOW A UNIT OF STATE GOVERNMENT TO OBTAIN A WAIVER FROM COMPLYING 


WITH SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION. 
 


  (2) THE WAIVER PROCESS SHALL: 
 


   (I) INCLUDE A REVIEW BY THE MARYLAND GREEN BUILDING 


COUNCIL ESTABLISHED UNDER § 4–809 OF THIS ARTICLE, TO DETERMINE IF THE 


USE OF A NET–ZERO ENERGY BUILDING IN A PROPOSED CAPITAL PROJECT IS NOT 


PRACTICABLE; AND 


 


   (II) REQUIRE THE APPROVAL OF A WAIVER BY THE SECRETARY 


OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT, THE SECRETARY OF GENERAL SERVICES, AND THE 


SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION.  
 


4–809. 


 


 (f) The Maryland Green Building Council shall: 


 


  (1) evaluate current high performance building technologies; 


 


  (2) provide recommendations concerning the most cost–effective green 


building technologies that the State might consider requiring in the construction of State 


facilities, including consideration of the additional cost associated with the various 


technologies; 
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  (3) provide recommendations concerning how to expand green building in 


the State; 


 


  (4) develop a list of building types for which green building technologies 


should not be applied, taking into consideration the operational aspects of facilities 


evaluated, and the utility of a waiver process where appropriate; 


 


  (5) establish a process for receiving public input; [and] 
 


  [(6) develop guidelines for new public school buildings to achieve the 


equivalent of the current version of the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED (Leadership 


in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System Silver rating or a 


comparable rating system or building code as authorized in § 3–602.1 of this article without 


requiring an independent certification that the buildings have achieved the required 


standards.]  


 


  (6) ENSURE THAT STATE BUILDINGS, PUBLIC SCHOOLS, AND 


COMMUNITY COLLEGES THAT ARE REQUIRED TO MEET THE HIGH PERFORMANCE 


BUILDING REQUIREMENTS UNDER § 3–602.1 OF THIS ARTICLE OR § 5–312 OF THE 


EDUCATION ARTICLE MEET THOSE REQUIREMENTS; AND 


 


  (7) DEVELOP GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATING THE ENERGY BALANCE 


AND ACHIEVING A NET–ZERO ENERGY BALANCE IN BUILDINGS SUBJECT TO §  


3–602.1 § 3–602.4 OF THIS ARTICLE. 
 


4–810. 
 


 (A) IN THIS SECTION, “LOW–CARBON RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE” 


MEANS: 
 


  (1) SOLAR ENERGY, INCLUDING ENERGY FROM PHOTOVOLTAIC 


TECHNOLOGIES AND SOLAR WATER HEATING SYSTEMS;  
 


  (2) WIND;  
 


  (3) GEOTHERMAL, INCLUDING ENERGY GENERATED THROUGH 


GEOTHERMAL EXCHANGE FROM OR THERMAL ENERGY AVOIDED BY, GROUNDWATER 


OR A SHALLOW GROUND SOURCE;  
 


  (4) OCEAN, INCLUDING ENERGY FROM WAVES, TIDES, CURRENTS, 


AND THERMAL DIFFERENCES; AND 


 


  (5) HYDROELECTRIC POWER OTHER THAN PUMP STORAGE 


GENERATION.  
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 (B) ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2030, EACH PRIMARY PROCUREMENT UNIT 


SHALL ENSURE THAT AT LEAST 75% OF THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY PROCURED BY 


THE UNIT FOR USE IN STATE FACILITIES IS DERIVED FROM NO– OR LOW–CARBON 


RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES.  
 


6–226. 


 


 (a) (2) (i) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, and unless 


inconsistent with a federal law, grant agreement, or other federal requirement or with the 


terms of a gift or settlement agreement, net interest on all State money allocated by the 


State Treasurer under this section to special funds or accounts, and otherwise entitled to 


receive interest earnings, as accounted for by the Comptroller, shall accrue to the General 


Fund of the State. 


 


   (ii) The provisions of subparagraph (i) of this paragraph do not apply 


to the following funds: 


 


    144. the Health Equity Resource Community Reserve Fund; 


[and] 
 


    145. the Access to Counsel in Evictions Special Fund; AND  
 


    146. THE NET–ZERO SCHOOL GRANT FUND; AND 


 


    147. THE CLIMATE CATALYTIC CAPITAL FUND. 


 


14–418. 
 


 (A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS 


INDICATED. 
 


  (2) “HYBRID VEHICLE” MEANS AN AUTOMOBILE THAT CAN DRAW 


PROPULSION ENERGY FROM BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING SOURCES OF STORED 


ENERGY: 
 


   (I) GASOLINE OR DIESEL FUEL; AND 
 


   (II) A RECHARGEABLE ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM. 
 


  (3) “LIGHT–DUTY VEHICLE” MEANS A VEHICLE WITH A GROSS 


WEIGHT OF 8,500 POUNDS OR LESS.  
 


  (4) “PASSENGER CAR” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN § 11–144.2 OF 


THE TRANSPORTATION ARTICLE.  
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  (5) “ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLE” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN §  


23–206.4 OF THE TRANSPORTATION ARTICLE.  
 


 (B) IT IS THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT 100% OF: 
 


  (1) PASSENGER CARS IN THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET BE  


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES BY 2030 2031; AND  


 


  (2) OTHER LIGHT–DUTY VEHICLES IN THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET BE  


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES BY 2036.  
 


 (C) THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO THE PURCHASE OF VEHICLES: 
 


  (1) THAT HAVE SPECIAL PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS NECESSARY 


FOR THE PROTECTION AND WELFARE OF THE PUBLIC; OR 
 


  (2) BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION OR THE MARYLAND 


TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION THAT WILL BE USED TO PROVIDE PARATRANSIT 


SERVICE. 
 


 (D) SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDING, THE THE SUBJECT TO THE 


AVAILABILITY OF FUNDING, THE THE STATE SHALL ENSURE THAT: 
 


  (1) (I) IN FISCAL YEAR YEARS 2023 THROUGH 2025, INCLUSIVE, AT 


LEAST 25% OF PASSENGER CARS PURCHASED FOR THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET ARE 


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES; 
 


   (II) IN FISCAL YEARS 2024 2026 AND 2025 2027, AT LEAST 40% 


50% OF PASSENGER CARS PURCHASED FOR THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET ARE  


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES; 
 


   (III) BEGINNING IN FISCAL YEAR 2026 2028, AT LEAST 75% 100% 


OF PASSENGER CARS PURCHASED FOR THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET ARE  


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES; AND  
 


   (IV) BEGINNING IN FISCAL YEAR 2027, 100% OF PASSENGER 


CARS PURCHASED FOR THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET ARE ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES; 


AND 


 


   (V) BEGINNING IN FISCAL YEAR 2024, ANY PASSENGER CAR 


PURCHASED FOR THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET THAT IS NOT A ZERO–EMISSION 


VEHICLE IS A HYBRID VEHICLE; AND 
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  (2) (I) IN FISCAL YEARS 2028 THROUGH 2030, INCLUSIVE, AT 


LEAST 25% OF ALL OTHER LIGHT–DUTY VEHICLES PURCHASED FOR THE STATE 


VEHICLE FLEET ARE ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES; 
 


   (II) IN FISCAL YEARS 2031 AND 2032, AT LEAST 50% OF ALL 


OTHER LIGHT–DUTY VEHICLES PURCHASED FOR THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET ARE 


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES; AND 
 


   (III) BEGINNING IN FISCAL YEAR 2033, 100% OF ALL OTHER 


LIGHT–DUTY VEHICLES PURCHASED FOR THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET ARE  


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES. 
 


 (E) THE DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES SHALL ENSURE THE 


DEVELOPMENT OF CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPPORT THE OPERATION OF 


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES IN THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET.  
 


 (F) (1) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1 EACH YEAR, THE CHIEF 


PROCUREMENT OFFICER SHALL SUBMIT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IN 


ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, AN ANNUAL 


REPORT THAT INCLUDES, FOR THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING FISCAL YEAR: 
 


   (I) THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PASSENGER CARS AND OTHER 


LIGHT–DUTY VEHICLES PURCHASED BY EACH UNIT; 
 


   (II) THE NUMBER OF ZERO–EMISSION PASSENGER CARS AND 


OTHER LIGHT–DUTY VEHICLES PURCHASED BY EACH UNIT; 
 


   (III) THE CURRENT PERCENTAGE OF PASSENGER CARS AND 


OTHER LIGHT–DUTY VEHICLES IN THE STATE VEHICLE FLEET THAT ARE  


ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES;  
 


   (IV) ANY OPERATIONAL SAVINGS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 


PURCHASE AND OPERATION OF ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES; AND 
 


   (V) AN EVALUATION OF THE CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE 


THAT EXISTS TO SUPPORT THE OPERATION OF ZERO–EMISSION VEHICLES IN THE 


STATE VEHICLE FLEET. 
 


  (2) EACH UNIT SHALL COOPERATE WITH THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT 


OFFICER IN THE COLLECTION AND REPORTING OF THE INFORMATION REQUIRED 


UNDER THIS SUBSECTION. 
 


Article – State Government 
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9–2010. 
 


 (A) IN THIS SECTION, “FUND” MEANS THE NET–ZERO SCHOOL GRANT 


FUND. 
 


 (B) THERE IS A NET–ZERO SCHOOL GRANT FUND. 
 


 (C) THE PURPOSE OF THE FUND IS TO ASSIST LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEMS TO 


COVER THE COST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEETING THE BASIC HIGH PERFORMANCE 


BUILDING REQUIREMENTS AND THE NET–ZERO ENERGY REQUIREMENTS UNDER §  


3–602.1 OF THE STATE FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT ARTICLE. 
 


 (D) THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL ADMINISTER THE FUND. 
 


 (E) (1) THE FUND IS A SPECIAL, NONLAPSING FUND THAT IS NOT 


SUBJECT TO § 7–302 OF THE STATE FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT ARTICLE. 
 


  (2) THE STATE TREASURER SHALL HOLD THE FUND SEPARATELY, 


AND THE COMPTROLLER SHALL ACCOUNT FOR THE FUND. 
 


 (F) THE FUND CONSISTS OF: 
 


  (1) ANY FEDERAL MONEY ALLOCATED TO THE STATE FOR THE 


PURPOSE OF CONSTRUCTING NET–ZERO ENERGY SCHOOL BUILDINGS; 
 


  (2) MONEY ALLOCATED TO THE FUND IN THE STATE BUDGET; AND 


 


  (3) ANY OTHER MONEY FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE ACCEPTED FOR 


THE BENEFIT OF THE FUND. 
 


 (G) (1) THE FUND MAY BE USED ONLY FOR PROVIDING LOCAL SCHOOL 


SYSTEMS WITH GRANTS OF UP TO $3,000,000 TO COVER THE COST DIFFERENCE 


BETWEEN MEETING THE HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILDING REQUIREMENTS 


ESTABLISHED UNDER § 3–602.1 OF THE STATE FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT 


ARTICLE AND THE NET–ZERO ENERGY REQUIREMENTS UNDER § 3–602.1 § 3–602.4 


OF THE STATE FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT ARTICLE. 
 


  (2) THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL DEVELOP GUIDELINES AND 


REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEMS TO RECEIVE  


GRANTS UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION. 
 


 (H) (1) THE STATE TREASURER SHALL INVEST THE MONEY OF THE FUND 


IN THE SAME MANNER AS OTHER STATE MONEY MAY BE INVESTED. 
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  (2) ANY INTEREST EARNINGS OF THE FUND SHALL BE CREDITED TO 


THE FUND. 
 


 (I) EXPENDITURES FROM THE FUND MAY BE MADE ONLY IN ACCORDANCE 


WITH THE STATE BUDGET. 
 


 (J) MONEY EXPENDED FROM THE FUND IS SUPPLEMENTAL TO AND IS NOT 


INTENDED TO TAKE THE PLACE OF FUNDING THAT OTHERWISE WOULD BE 


APPROPRIATED TO ASSIST LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEMS WITH SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 


COSTS.  
 


 (K) FOR EACH FISCAL YEAR FROM FISCAL YEAR 2024 THROUGH 2032, 


INCLUSIVE, THE GOVERNOR SHALL INCLUDE IN THE ANNUAL BUDGET BILL AN 


APPROPRIATION OF $12,000,000 TO THE FUND. 
 


9–2011. 9–2010. 
 


 (A) IN THIS SECTION, “HUB” MEANS THE CLIMATE TRANSITION AND CLEAN 


ENERGY HUB. 
 


 (B) THERE IS A CLIMATE TRANSITION AND CLEAN ENERGY HUB IN THE 


ADMINISTRATION. 
 


 (C) THE PURPOSE OF THE HUB IS TO SERVE AS A CLEARINGHOUSE FOR 


INFORMATION ON ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY AND ARCHITECTURAL SOLUTIONS TO 


REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM THE BUILDING SECTOR.  
 


 (D) (1) THE HUB SHALL PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO PUBLIC 


AND PRIVATE ENTITIES TO ACHIEVE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS 


AND COMPLY WITH STATE AND LOCAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND ELECTRIFICATION 


REQUIREMENTS, INCLUDING: 
 


  (1) NET–ZERO ENERGY REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL 


BUILDINGS ESTABLISHED UNDER § 5–312 OF THE EDUCATION ARTICLE; 
 


  (2) (I) BUILDING EMISSIONS STANDARDS FOR COVERED 


COMMERCIAL AND MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS ESTABLISHED UNDER 


TITLE 2, SUBTITLE 16 OF THE ENVIRONMENT ARTICLE; 
 


  (3) (II) THE MARYLAND BUILDING PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 


AND LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDARDS ESTABLISHED UNDER TITLE 12, 


SUBTITLE 5 OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY ARTICLE; AND 
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  (4) (III) HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILDING REQUIREMENTS FOR  


STATE–FUNDED BUILDINGS ESTABLISHED UNDER § 3–602.1 OF THE STATE 


FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT ARTICLE.  
 


  (2) THE HUB SHALL ALSO PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR 


INCREASING BUILDING PERFORMANCE AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY FOR OTHER 


EXISTING AND NEW RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES.  
 


Article – Tax – Property 


 


7–237. 


 


 (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, personal property is 


exempt from property tax if the property is machinery or equipment used to generate: 


 


  (1) electricity or steam for sale; or 


 


  (2) hot or chilled water for sale that is used to heat or cool a building. 


 


 (b) Subject to § 7–514 of this title, AND EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION 


SUBSECTIONS SUBSECTION (C) AND (D) OF THIS SECTION, personal property that is 


machinery or equipment described in subsection (a) of this section is subject to county or 


municipal corporation property tax on: 


 


  (1) 75% of its value for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2000; and 


 


  (2) 50% of its value for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2001 and each 


subsequent taxable year. 


 


 (C) (1) (I) IN THIS SUBSECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE 


MEANINGS INDICATED. 
 


   (II) “BROWNFIELD” MEANS: 
 


    1. A FORMER INDUSTRIAL OR COMMERCIAL SITE 


IDENTIFIED BY FEDERAL OR STATE LAWS OR REGULATIONS AS CONTAMINATED OR 


POLLUTED; OR 


 


    2. A CLOSED MUNICIPAL OR RUBBLE LANDFILL 


REGULATED UNDER A REFUSE DISPOSAL PERMIT BY THE MARYLAND DEPARTMENT 


OF THE ENVIRONMENT. 
 


   (III) “COMMUNITY SOLAR ENERGY GENERATING SYSTEM” HAS 


THE MEANING STATED IN § 7–306.2 OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ARTICLE. 
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   (IV) “ELECTRIC COMPANY” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN §  


1–101 OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ARTICLE. 
 


  (2) FOR ANY TAXABLE YEAR BEGINNING AFTER JUNE 30, 2022, 


PERSONAL PERSONAL PERSONAL PROPERTY IS EXEMPT FROM COUNTY OR 


MUNICIPAL CORPORATION PROPERTY TAX IF THE PROPERTY IS MACHINERY OR 


EQUIPMENT THAT: 
 


  (1) (I) AS DEFINED IN REGULATION OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE 


COMMISSION, IS PART OF A COMMUNITY SOLAR ENERGY GENERATING SYSTEM 


THAT: 
 


    1. HAS A GENERATING CAPACITY THAT DOES NOT 


EXCEED 2 MEGAWATTS AS MEASURED BY THE ALTERNATING CURRENT RATING OF 


THE SYSTEM’S INVERTER; AND 


 


    2. PROVIDES AT LEAST 50% OF THE ENERGY IT 


PRODUCES TO LOW– OR MODERATE–INCOME CUSTOMERS AT A COST THAT IS AT 


LEAST 20% LESS THAN THE AMOUNT CHARGED BY THE ELECTRIC COMPANY THAT 


SERVES THE AREA WHERE THE COMMUNITY SOLAR ENERGY GENERATING SYSTEM IS 


LOCATED; AND 


 


   (II) IS INSTALLED ON ROOFTOPS, PARKING LOTS, ROADWAYS, 


OR BROWNFIELDS SITES; AND A ROOFTOP, PARKING FACILITY CANOPY, OR 


BROWNFIELD. 
 


  (2) IS PART OF A COMMUNITY SOLAR ENERGY GENERATING SYSTEM, 


AS DEFINED IN § 7–306.2 OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ARTICLE, THAT SERVES MORE 


THAN 51% OF KILOWATT–HOUR OUTPUT TO LOW– OR MODERATE–INCOME 


CUSTOMERS, AS DEFINED IN REGULATIONS OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION.  
 


  (3) PERSONAL PROPERTY THAT RECEIVES AN EXEMPTION UNDER 


THIS SUBSECTION IS EXEMPT FROM COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 


PROPERTY TAX FOR EACH TAXABLE YEAR IN WHICH THE PROPERTY CONTINUES TO 


MEET THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE EXEMPTION UNDER PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS 


SUBSECTION. 
 


  (4) THE SUPERVISOR OF A COUNTY OR A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 


MAY NOT ACCEPT AN APPLICATION FROM A PROPERTY OWNER FOR THE EXEMPTION 


UNDER THIS SUBSECTION AFTER DECEMBER 31, 2024. 
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  (5) ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1 EACH YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 


REPORT TO THE SENATE BUDGET AND TAXATION COMMITTEE AND THE HOUSE 


WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, ON THE NUMBER AND LOCATION OF PROJECTS THAT, IN 


THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING TAXABLE YEAR, HAVE RECEIVED THE EXEMPTION 


UNDER THIS SUBSECTION. 
 


 (D) IN ADDITION TO THE EXEMPTION PROVIDED UNDER SUBSECTION (C) OF 


THIS SECTION, THE GOVERNING BODY OF A COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 


MAY EXEMPT, BY LAW, ANY OTHER MACHINERY OR EQUIPMENT THAT IS PART OF A 


SOLAR ENERGY GENERATING SYSTEM, WIND ENERGY SYSTEM, OR GEOTHERMAL 


ENERGY SYSTEM FROM THE COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION PROPERTY TAX.  
 


 SECTION 5. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Laws of Maryland read 


as follows: 


 


Article – Environment 


 


2–1602. 
 


 (A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP BUILDING EMISSIONS ENERGY 


PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR COVERED BUILDINGS THAT ACHIEVE: 
 


  (1) FOR COVERED BUILDINGS OWNED BY THE STATE: 
 


   (I) (1)  A 50% 20% REDUCTION IN NET DIRECT GREENHOUSE 


GAS EMISSIONS ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2030, AS COMPARED WITH 2025 LEVELS 


FOR AVERAGE BUILDINGS OF SIMILAR CONSTRUCTION; AND 


 


   (II) (2) NET–ZERO DIRECT GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ON 


OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2035; AND 2040. 
 


  (2) FOR COVERED BUILDINGS NOT OWNED BY THE STATE: 
 


   (I) A 20% REDUCTION IN NET GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ON 


OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2030;  
 


   (II) A 40% REDUCTION OF AT LEAST 30% IN NET DIRECT 


GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2035, AS COMPARED WITH 


2025 LEVELS FOR AVERAGE BUILDINGS OF SIMILAR CONSTRUCTION; AND  


 


   (III) (II) NET–ZERO DIRECT GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ON 


OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2040.  
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 (B) TO FACILITATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUILDING EMISSIONS ENERGY 


PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UNDER THIS SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 


REQUIRE THE OWNERS OF COVERED BUILDINGS AND SCHOOLS TO MEASURE AND 


REPORT DIRECT EMISSIONS USE THE ENERGY STAR PORTFOLIO MANAGER OR 


ANOTHER BENCHMARKING TOOL DESIGNATED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO COLLECT 


AND REPORT BENCHMARKING DATA TO THE DEPARTMENT ANNUALLY BEGINNING 


IN 2025.  
 


 (C) (1) THE ON OR BEFORE JUNE 1, 2023, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 


ADOPT REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT THIS SECTION. 
 


  (2) REGULATIONS ADOPTED UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL: 
 


   (I) SUBJECT TO ITEMS (II) AND (III) OF THIS PARAGRAPH, 


INCLUDE ENERGY USE INTENSITY TARGETS BY BUILDING TYPE; 
 


   (II) AS NECESSARY, INCLUDE SPECIAL PROVISIONS OR 


EXCEPTIONS TO ACCOUNT FOR: 
 


    1. BUILDING AGE;  
 


    2. REGIONAL DIFFERENCES;  
 


    3. THE UNIQUE NEEDS OF PARTICULAR BUILDING OR 


OCCUPANCY TYPES, INCLUDING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES AND LABORATORIES, 


LABORATORIES, ASSISTED LIVING AND NURSING FACILITIES, MILITARY BUILDINGS, 


CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE, AND BUILDINGS USED IN LIFE SCIENCES AS DEFINED 


IN § 3–201 OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ARTICLE; AND  


 


    4. THE USE OF DISTRICT ENERGY SYSTEMS AND 


BIOFUELS BY COVERED BUILDINGS; 
 


   (III) ACCOUNT FOR CONSIDER THE NEEDS OF THE OWNERS OF 


COVERED BUILDINGS WHO: 
 


    1. ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DESIGN, 


MODIFICATION, FIXTURES, OR EQUIPMENT OF COMMERCIAL TENANTS; 
 


    2. DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO OR CONTROL OVER 


BUILDING ENERGY SYSTEMS THAT ARE USED OR CONTROLLED BY COMMERCIAL 


TENANTS; OR 
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    3. OWN BUILDINGS OCCUPIED BY COMMERCIAL 


TENANTS WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL MAINTENANCE OF AND REPAIRS TO THE 


BUILDINGS;  
 


   (I) (IV) PROVIDE MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY TO THE OWNERS OF 


COVERED BUILDINGS TO COMPLY WITH BUILDING EMISSIONS ENERGY 


PERFORMANCE STANDARDS;  
 


   (II) (V) SUBJECT TO PARAGRAPH (3) OF THIS SUBSECTION, 


INCLUDE AN ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE PATHWAY ALLOWING THE OWNER OF A 


COVERED BUILDING TO PAY A FEE FOR BUILDING EMISSIONS THAT EXCEED THE 


BUILDING EMISSIONS STANDARDS GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ATTRIBUTABLE TO 


THE BUILDING’S FAILURE TO MEET ENERGY USE INTENSITY DIRECT GREENHOUSE 


GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTION TARGETS SET BY THE DEPARTMENT; AND 


 


   (III) (VI) TO THE EXTENT AUTHORIZED BY LAW, INCLUDE 


FINANCIAL INCENTIVES RECOMMENDED BY THE BUILDING ENERGY TRANSITION 


IMPLEMENTATION TASK FORCE.  
 


  (3) THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT SET AN ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE 


FEE THAT IS LESS THAN THE SOCIAL COST OF GREENHOUSE GASES ADOPTED BY THE 


DEPARTMENT OR THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY.  
 


 (D) ELECTRIC COMPANIES AND GAS COMPANIES SHALL PROVIDE ENERGY 


DATA, INCLUDING WHOLE–BUILDING AND AGGREGATE DATA, TO THE OWNERS OF 


COVERED BUILDINGS FOR BENCHMARKING PURPOSES. 
 


 (E) IN CALCULATING THE STATEWIDE STANDARDS DEVELOPED BY THE 


DEPARTMENT UNDER THIS SECTION, AN OWNER OF A COVERED BUILDING MAY NOT 


CONSIDER GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS OR ENERGY USE BY A COMMERCIAL TENANT 


OF THE COVERED BUILDING THAT: 


 


  (1) IS A FOOD SERVICE FACILITY AS DEFINED IN COMAR 10.15.03.02; 


AND 


 


  (2) ENGAGES IN COMMERCIAL COOKING AND WATER HEATING. 
 


 (E) (1) A COUNTY MAY DEVELOP AND ADOPT LOCAL BUILDING ENERGY 


PERFORMANCE STANDARDS THAT ARE AT LEAST AS STRINGENT AS THE STANDARDS 


DEVELOPED BY THE DEPARTMENT, IF THE COUNTY’S STANDARDS ARE APPROVED 


BY THE DEPARTMENT. 
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  (2) COVERED BUILDINGS LOCATED IN A COUNTY THAT ADOPTS 


LOCAL BUILDING ENERGY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS 


SUBSECTION SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE STATEWIDE STANDARDS DEVELOPED BY 


THE DEPARTMENT.  
 


 SECTION 6. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Laws of Maryland read 


as follows: 


 


Article – Environment 


 


2–1602. 
 


 (A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP BUILDING EMISSIONS ENERGY 


PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR COVERED BUILDINGS THAT ACHIEVE: 
 


  (1) FOR COVERED BUILDINGS OWNED BY THE STATE: 
 


   (I) A 50% A 20% REDUCTION IN NET DIRECT GREENHOUSE GAS 


EMISSIONS ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2030, AS COMPARED WITH 2025 LEVELS FOR 


AVERAGE BUILDINGS OF SIMILAR CONSTRUCTION; AND 


 


   (II) NET–ZERO DIRECT GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ON OR 


BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2035; AND 


 


  (2) FOR COVERED BUILDINGS NOT OWNED BY THE STATE: 
 


   (I) A 20% REDUCTION IN NET GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ON 


OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2030; AND 


 


   (II) A 40%, A REDUCTION OF AT LEAST 30% IN NET DIRECT 


GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2035, AS COMPARED WITH 


2025 LEVELS FOR AVERAGE BUILDINGS OF SIMILAR CONSTRUCTION. 
 


 (B) TO FACILITATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUILDING EMISSIONS ENERGY 


PERFORMANCE STANDARDS UNDER THIS SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 


REQUIRE THE OWNERS OF COVERED BUILDINGS AND SCHOOLS TO MEASURE AND 


REPORT DIRECT EMISSIONS DATA TO THE DEPARTMENT ANNUALLY BEGINNING IN 


2025.  
 


 (C) (1) THE ON OR BEFORE JUNE 1, 2023, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 


ADOPT REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT THIS SECTION. 
 


  (2) REGULATIONS ADOPTED UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL: 
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   (I) SUBJECT TO ITEMS (II) AND (III) OF THIS PARAGRAPH, 


INCLUDE ENERGY USE INTENSITY TARGETS BY BUILDING TYPE; 
 


   (II) AS NECESSARY, INCLUDE SPECIAL PROVISIONS OR 


EXCEPTIONS TO ACCOUNT FOR: 
 


    1. BUILDING AGE;  
 


    2. REGIONAL DIFFERENCES;  
 


    3. THE UNIQUE NEEDS OF PARTICULAR BUILDING OR 


OCCUPANCY TYPES, INCLUDING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES AND LABORATORIES, 


LABORATORIES, ASSISTED LIVING AND NURSING FACILITIES, MILITARY BUILDINGS, 


CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE, AND BUILDINGS USED IN LIFE SCIENCES AS DEFINED 


IN § 3–201 OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ARTICLE; AND  


 


    4. THE USE OF DISTRICT ENERGY SYSTEMS AND 


BIOFUELS BY COVERED BUILDINGS; 
 


   (III) ACCOUNT FOR CONSIDER THE NEEDS OF THE OWNERS OF 


COVERED BUILDINGS WHO: 
 


    1. ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DESIGN, 


MODIFICATION, FIXTURES, OR EQUIPMENT OF COMMERCIAL TENANTS; 
 


    2. DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO OR CONTROL OVER 


BUILDING ENERGY SYSTEMS THAT ARE USED OR CONTROLLED BY COMMERCIAL 


TENANTS; OR 


 


    3. OWN BUILDINGS OCCUPIED BY COMMERCIAL 


TENANTS WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL MAINTENANCE OF AND REPAIRS TO THE 


BUILDINGS;  
 


   (I) (IV) PROVIDE MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY TO THE OWNERS OF 


COVERED BUILDINGS TO COMPLY WITH BUILDING EMISSIONS ENERGY 


PERFORMANCE STANDARDS;  
 


   (II) (V) SUBJECT TO PARAGRAPH (3) OF THIS SUBSECTION, 


INCLUDE AN ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE PATHWAY ALLOWING THE OWNER OF A 


COVERED BUILDING TO PAY A FEE FOR BUILDING EMISSIONS THAT EXCEED THE 


BUILDING EMISSIONS STANDARDS GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ATTRIBUTABLE TO 


THE BUILDING’S FAILURE TO MEET ENERGY USE INTENSITY DIRECT GREENHOUSE 


GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTION TARGETS; AND 
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   (III) (VI) TO THE EXTENT AUTHORIZED BY LAW, INCLUDE 


FINANCIAL INCENTIVES RECOMMENDED BY THE BUILDING ENERGY TRANSITION 


IMPLEMENTATION TASK FORCE.  
 


  (3) THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT SET AN ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE 


FEE THAT IS LESS THAN THE SOCIAL COST OF GREENHOUSE GASES ADOPTED BY THE 


DEPARTMENT OR THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY.  
 


 (D) ELECTRIC COMPANIES AND GAS COMPANIES SHALL PROVIDE ENERGY 


DATA, INCLUDING WHOLE–BUILDING AND AGGREGATE DATA, TO THE OWNERS OF 


COVERED BUILDINGS FOR BENCHMARKING PURPOSES.  
 


 (E) IN CALCULATING THE STATEWIDE STANDARDS DEVELOPED BY THE 


DEPARTMENT UNDER THIS SECTION, AN OWNER OF A COVERED BUILDING MAY NOT 


CONSIDER GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS OR ENERGY USE BY A COMMERCIAL TENANT 


OF THE COVERED BUILDING THAT: 


 


  (1) IS A FOOD SERVICE FACILITY AS DEFINED IN COMAR 10.15.03.02; 


AND 


 


  (2) ENGAGES IN COMMERCIAL COOKING AND WATER HEATING. 
 


 (E) (1) A COUNTY MAY DEVELOP AND ADOPT LOCAL BUILDING ENERGY 


PERFORMANCE STANDARDS THAT ARE AT LEAST AS STRINGENT AS THE STANDARDS 


DEVELOPED BY THE DEPARTMENT, IF THE COUNTY’S STANDARDS ARE APPROVED 


BY THE DEPARTMENT. 
 


  (2) COVERED BUILDINGS LOCATED IN A COUNTY THAT ADOPTS 


LOCAL BUILDING ENERGY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS 


SUBSECTION SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE STATEWIDE STANDARDS DEVELOPED BY 


THE DEPARTMENT.  
 


 SECTION 7. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Laws of Maryland read 


as follows: 


 


Article – Environment 


 


2–1603. 
 


 (A) THERE IS A BUILDING ENERGY TRANSITION IMPLEMENTATION TASK 


FORCE. 
 


 (B) THE TASK FORCE CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS: 
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  (1) THE SECRETARY, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE; 
 


  (2) THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, 


OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE; 
 


  (3) THE SECRETARY OF GENERAL SERVICES, OR THE SECRETARY’S 


DESIGNEE; 
 


  (4) THE DIRECTOR OF THE MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION, 


OR THE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE;  
 


  (5) THE CHAIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION, OR THE 


CHAIR’S DESIGNEE;  
 


  (6) THE PEOPLE’S COUNSEL, OR THE PEOPLE’S COUNSEL’S 


DESIGNEE;  
 


  (7) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER, OR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE;  
 


  (8) THE CHAIR OF THE MARYLAND GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL, OR 


THE CHAIR’S DESIGNEE;  
 


  (9) ONE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, APPOINTED BY THE 


SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE; 
 


  (10) ONE MEMBER OF THE SENATE, APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT 


OF THE SENATE; AND 
 


  (11) THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS, APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR: 
 


   (I) ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM A NONPROFIT OR 


PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION THAT ADVOCATES FOR ENERGY–EFFICIENT 


BUILDINGS OR A LOW–CARBON–BUILT ENVIRONMENT;  
 


   (II) ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM A BUSINESS THAT PROVIDES 


ENERGY EFFICIENCY OR RENEWABLE ENERGY SERVICES TO LARGE BUILDINGS OR 


AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN MARYLAND;  
 


   (III) ONE REPRESENTATIVE WHO IS AN ARCHITECT WITH 


EXPERIENCE PLANNING MODIFICATIONS TO EXISTING BUILDINGS TO ACHIEVE 


GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS; 
 







Ch. 38 2022 LAWS OF MARYLAND  


 


– 98 – 


   (IV) ONE REPRESENTATIVE WHO IS A MECHANICAL, 


ELECTRICAL, OR PLUMBING ENGINEER OR COMMISSIONING AGENT WITH 


EXPERIENCE IN MODIFYING OR REPLACING SYSTEMS IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE 


GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS; 
 


   (V) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE APARTMENT AND OFFICE 


BUILDING ASSOCIATION MULTIFAMILY HOUSING INDUSTRY;  
 


   (VI) ONE REPRESENTATIVE WHO IS AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING 


DEVELOPER; 
 


   (VII) ONE REPRESENTATIVE WHO IS A FACILITIES OR PROPERTY 


MANAGER FOR AN APARTMENT BUILDING; 
 


   (VIII) ONE REPRESENTATIVE WHO IS A FACILITIES OR PROPERTY 


MANAGER FOR A COMMERCIAL BUILDING; 
 


   (IX) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION; AND 


 


   (X) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF A PRIVATE EQUITY FIRM; AND 


 


   (XI) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DISTRICT ENERGY 


INDUSTRY; 
 


   (XII) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF A STATEWIDE COMMERCIAL OR 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ASSOCIATION; AND 


 


   (XIII) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF ORGANIZED LABOR WHO 


REPRESENTS THE BUILDING TRADES; AND 


 


   (XIV) ONE REPRESENTATIVE WHO IS A TENANT OF AN APARTMENT 


BUILDING OR AN ADVOCATE FOR THE RIGHTS OF TENANTS OF APARTMENT 


BUILDINGS; AND 


 


  (12) THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS, SELECTED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE 


COMMISSION: 
 


   (I) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF A MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY; 


AND 


 


   (II) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF AN INVESTOR–OWNED UTILITY. 
 


 (C) THE SECRETARY SHALL DESIGNATE THE CHAIR OF THE TASK FORCE. 
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 (D) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE STAFF FOR THE TASK FORCE. 
 


 (E) A MEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE: 
 


  (1) MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION AS A MEMBER OF THE TASK 


FORCE; BUT 
 


  (2) IS ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES UNDER THE 


STANDARD STATE TRAVEL REGULATIONS, AS PROVIDED IN THE STATE BUDGET. 
 


 (F) (1) THE TASK FORCE SHALL: 
 


   (I) STUDY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE 


DEVELOPMENT OF COMPLEMENTARY PROGRAMS, POLICIES, AND INCENTIVES 


AIMED AT REDUCING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM THE BUILDING SECTOR IN 


ACCORDANCE WITH THIS SUBTITLE; AND 


 


   (II) MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON TARGETING INCENTIVES TO 


ELECTRIFICATION PROJECTS THAT WOULD NOT OTHERWISE RESULT IN STRONG 


RETURNS ON INVESTMENT FOR BUILDING OWNERS; AND 


 


   (III) DEVELOP A PLAN FOR FUNDING THE RETROFIT OF 


COVERED BUILDINGS TO COMPLY WITH BUILDING EMISSIONS STANDARDS.  
 


  (2) THE PLAN DEVELOPED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION MAY INCLUDE 


RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO: 
 


   (I) THE CREATION OF COMMERCIAL TAX CREDITS OR DIRECT 


SUBSIDY PAYMENTS FOR BUILDING DECARBONIZATION PROJECTS;  
 


   (II) THE CREATION OF FINANCIAL INCENTIVES THROUGH 


EMPOWER EMPOWER MARYLAND AND OTHER STATE PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT ALL 


ASPECTS OF THE TRANSITION TO ELECTRIFIED BUILDINGS; 
 


   (III) THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LOW–INCOME HOUSEHOLD 


HOLISTIC RETROFIT TARGETS AND HEAT PUMP SALES TARGETS; AND  
 


   (IV) THE USE OF OPTIONS SUCH AS ON–BILL, LOW–INTEREST 


FINANCING TO SPREAD OUT THE UP–FRONT COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 


ELECTRIFICATION RETROFIT UPGRADES. 
 


 (G) ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2023, THE TASK FORCE SHALL REPORT 


ITS PLAN TO THE GOVERNOR AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2–1257 OF THE STATE 


GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.  
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 SECTION 8. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That: 


 


 (a) A Position Identification Number (PIN) shall be created in the Maryland 


Energy Administration for the Coordinator of the Climate Transition and Clean Energy 


Hub.  


 


 (b) It is the intent of the General Assembly that, with the exception of the new 


Coordinator position and associated salary, the Maryland Energy Administration shall 


handle the responsibilities of the Climate Transition and Clean Energy Hub with existing 


resources.  


 


 SECTION 9. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:  


 


 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, it is the intent of the General Assembly 


that the Public Service Commission continue with the submission of plans and making the 


determinations required under Sections 2 and 3 of Chapters 14 and 780 of the Acts of the 


General Assembly of 2017.  


 


 (b) The determination of the advisability of maintaining the methodology and 


magnitude of the savings trajectory established in § 7–211(g)(2) of the Public Utilities 


Article shall: 


 


  (1) take into account the changes made in § 7–211(g)(2) of the Public 


Utilities Article, as enacted by Section 4 of this Act; and 


 


  (2) require that the core objective of the alteration to percentages for 2025 


and later years under § 7–211 of the Public Utilities Article, as enacted by Section 4 of this 


Act, change from electricity reduction to a portfolio of mutually reinforcing goals, including 


greenhouse gas emissions reduction, energy savings, net customer benefits, and reaching 


underserved customers. 


 


 SECTION 10. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That: 


 


 (a) In alignment with the Commission on Climate Change’s recommendation to 


transition to an all–electric building code in the State: 


 


  (1) the General Assembly supports moving toward broader electrification 


of both existing buildings and new construction as a component of decarbonization; and 


 


  (2) it is the intent of the General Assembly that the State move toward 


broader electrification of both existing buildings and new construction on completion of the 


study required under subsection (b) of this section. 


 


 (b) (1) The Building Codes Administration shall: 
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   (i) develop recommendations for an all–electric building code and 


building energy performance standards for the State, including appropriate exemptions for 


particular industries, including life sciences, as defined in § 3–201 of the Economic 


Development Article, local conditions, and sectors deemed critical infrastructure vital to the 


interest of national security as identified by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s 


Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency;  


 


   (ii) develop recommendations for the fastest and most cost–efficient 


methods for decarbonizing buildings and other sectors in the State; 


 


   (iii) assess the availability of technology and equipment that will be 


needed to construct all–electric buildings in the State;  


 


   (iv) assess the impact of building electrification on workforce 


shortages;  


 


   (v) develop recommendations regarding efficient cost–effectiveness 


measures for the electrification of new and existing buildings; and 


 


   (vi) on or before January 1, 2023, report to the Public Service 


Commission on the projected annual and peak summer and winter gas and electric loading 


impacts of electrification, categorized by building type and size, in sufficient detail for gas 


and electric public service companies to develop the plans required under subsection 


(c)(1)(i) of this section; and 


 


   (vii) consider recommendations for the inclusion of renewable,  


low–carbon biofuels, including biodiesel, during the State’s transition to an all–electric 


building code including an analysis of the impact on electric and gas rates, market 


availability, and environmental impact. 


 


  (2) The Building Codes Administration may work with consultants and 


experts to complete the study required under paragraph (1) of this subsection. 


 


  (3) (i) On or before January 1, 2023, the Building Codes Administration 


shall make an interim report of its findings to the Legislative Policy Committee in 


accordance with § 2–1257 of the State Government Article. 


 


   (ii) On or before September December 1, 2023, the Building Codes 


Administration shall make a final report of its findings and recommendations to the 


Legislative Policy Committee in accordance with § 2–1257 of the State Government Article.  


 


 (c) (1) The Public Service Commission shall: 


 


   (i) require gas and electric public service companies in the State to 


develop infrastructure plans to determine the investments necessary to accommodate the 
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additional load of building electrification and the decommissioning of stranded gas 


facilities; and 


 


   (ii) determine whether the electric grid throughout the State is 


capable of accommodating the additional load of building electrification considering the 


infrastructure plans prepared under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph. 


 


  (2) (i) The Public Service Commission may work with consultants and 


experts to complete the study required under paragraph (1) of this subsection.  


 


   (ii) Gas and electric public service companies shall provide 


information to the Commission and its consultants and experts, as necessary, to complete 


the study required under paragraph (1) of this subsection.  


 


  (3) (i) On or before January 1, 2023, the Public Service Commission 


shall make an interim report of its findings to the Legislative Policy Committee in 


accordance with § 2–1257 of the State Government Article. 


 


   (ii) On or before September December 1, 2023, the Public Service 


Commission shall make a final report of its findings and recommendations to the 


Legislative Policy Committee in accordance with § 2–1257 of the State Government Article. 


 


 (c) (1) The Public Service Commission shall complete a general system 


planning study, for gas and electric companies with total gross annual revenues equal to or 


greater than 3% of the total gross annual revenues of all public service companies in the 


State, assessing the capacity of each company’s gas and electric distribution systems to 


successfully serve customers under a managed transition to a highly electrified building 


sector. 


 


  (2) The study required under paragraph (1) of this subsection shall: 


 


   (i) use a projection of average growth in system peak demand 


between 2021 and 2031 to assess the overall impact on each gas and electric distribution 


system; 


 


   (ii) compare future electric distribution system peak and energy 


demand load growth to historic rates; 


 


   (iii) consider the impacts of energy efficiency and conservation and 


electric load flexibility; 


 


   (iv) consider the capacity of the existing distribution systems and 


projected electric distribution system improvements and expansions to serve existing electric 


loads and projected electric load growth; and 
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   (v) assess the effects of shifts in seasonal system gas and electric 


loads. 


 


  (3) (i) The Public Service Commission may work with consultants and 


experts to complete the study required under paragraph (1) of this subsection. 


 


   (ii) Gas and electric public service companies shall provide 


information to the Commission and its consultants and experts, as necessary, to complete 


the study required under paragraph (1) of this subsection. 


 


   (iii) The Commission may coordinate the preparation of the study 


under this subsection with that required for the annual report under § 7–802 of the Public 


Utilities Article, as enacted by Section 4 of this Act, and the interim reports required under 


Section 14 of this Act. 


 


  (4) On or before June September 30, 2023, the Public Service Commission 


shall report its findings to the Legislative Policy Committee, in accordance with § 2–1257 of 


the State Government Article.  


 


 SECTION 11. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, on or before October 1, 2023, 


the Department of the Environment, in conjunction with the Department of General 


Services and the Department of Natural Resources, shall report to the General Assembly, 


in accordance with § 2–1257 of the State Government Article, on State properties that are 


suitable for use as organics recycling facilities in a manner that is consistent with 


Programmatic Recommendation 9 in the Final Report of the Yard Waste, Food Residuals, 


and Other Organic Materials Diversion and Infrastructure Study Group issued in July 


2019, as required by Chapters 383 and 384 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2017.  


 


 SECTION 12. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, with respect to the electric 


school bus pilot program under § 7–217 of the Public Utilities Article, as enacted by Section 


4 of this Act: 


 


  (1) the General Assembly encourages program applicants to seek any federal 


funds that may be available to the applicants, including funds available under the federal 


Infrastructure and Investment Jobs Act; and 


 


  (2) where feasible, the General Assembly encourages pilot program 


applicants to produce or procure electricity generated by renewable resources to power 


electric school bus charging infrastructure. 


 


 SECTION 13. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That: 


 


 (a) The Maryland Green Building Council shall examine: 


 


  (1) the use of environmental product declarations to measure the climate 


impact of concrete procured by the State; 
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  (2) the use of performance incentives to encourage adoption of low–carbon 


materials and methods by concrete manufacturers that provide concrete for State–funded 


projects; 


 


  (3) the establishment of an expedited product evaluation, testing, and 


approval protocol for low–carbon concrete products; 


 


  (4) the implementation of performance–based specification standards for 


concrete, including requirements that a structural material achieve specified  


performance–based outcomes from the use of structural material, including outcomes related 


to strength, durability, permeability or other attributes related to the function of building 


material for applied uses; and 


 


  (5) the use of methods of compliance, including maximum cement content 


specifications and specifications based on maximum potential for global warming. 


 


 (b) In examining the items under subsection (a) of this section, the Maryland Green 


Building Council shall consult with: 


 


  (1) any relevant associations that set industry standards for the 


procurement of low–carbon concrete; and  


 


  (2) affected contractors and subcontractors to consider both environmental 


and health and safety impacts. 


 


 (c) On or before December 1, 2022, the Maryland Green Building Council shall 


report its findings and recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2–1257 


of the State Government Article, the General Assembly. 


 


 SECTION 14. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, on or before December 31, 


2022, and December 31, 2023, the Public Service Commission shall provide interim reports 


on the status of matters required to be reported under § 7–802 of the Public Utilities Article, 


as enacted by Section 4 of this Act, to the House Economic Matters Committee and the Senate 


Finance Committee, in accordance with § 2–1257 of the State Government Article.  


 


 SECTION 10. 12. 15. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That § 7–237(c) of the Tax 


– Property Article, as enacted under Section 4 of this Act, shall be applicable to all taxable 


years beginning after June 30, 2022. 


 


 SECTION 16. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Section 3 of this Act shall 


take effect June 1, 2022. It shall remain effective for a period of 4 8 years and 1 month and, 


at the end of June 30, 2026 2030, Section 3 of this Act, with no further action required by 


the General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect. 
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 SECTION 11. 13. 17. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Section 5 of this Act 


shall take effect June 1, 2022. It shall remain effective for a period of 7 years and 7 months 


and, at the end of December 31, 2029, Section 5 of this Act shall be abrogated and of no 


further force and effect.  


 


 SECTION 12. 14. 18. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Section 6 of this Act 


shall take effect upon the taking effect of the termination provision specified in Section 11 


13 17 of this Act.  


 


 SECTION 13. 15. 19. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Section 7 of this Act 


shall take effect June 1, 2022. It shall remain effective for a period of 2 years and 1 month 


and, at the end of June 30, 2024, Section 7 of this Act, with no further action required by 


the General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.  


 


 SECTION 14. 16. 20. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, except as provided 


in Sections 10 12 16 through 13 15 19 of this Act, this Act shall take effect June 1, 2022.  


 


Enacted under Article II, § 17(b) of the Maryland Constitution, April 9, 2022. 
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ATTACHMENT F  


 


USDA Forestry Service Grant/Cooperative Agreement with Maryland Department of Natural Resources 


to Manage State Wood Energy Team  


Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) successfully completed the deliverables and managed the outcomes per 


the agreement as sub-recipient to Maryland. Department of Natural Resources using staff specifically hired to 


support this work, with $212,000 in Fiscal Year 2022 - 2023 and an additional grant of $240,000 awarded to 


extend the work in Fiscal Year 2024. 


Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) met all reporting requirements for this grant, per the agreement in a 


timely manner.  


 


U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) Maryland Energy Innovation Accelerator (MEIA) 


Grant  


Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) has successfully completed certain deliverables and managed the 


outcomes, per performance period to date, associated with this award Direct award of $750,000 in grant funds 


covering a three-year period from Fiscal Year 2022-2024, to support subsidiary entity Maryland Energy 


Innovation Accelerator (MEIA) with climate tech commercialization. 


Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) has met all reporting requirements for this grant, necessary to date per 


the agreement in a timely manner, and will submit a final report prior to the deadline when the grant period ends 


in September 2024.   


 


DOE Mid-Atlantic PACE Alliance  


Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) participated as part of a cooperative three state alliance to successfully 


accomplish the required deliverables and outcomes per this grant agreement. 


Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) provided all accounting and reporting requirements for this grant to 


Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals & Energy as grant manager, per the agreement in a timely manner. 


Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) has entered into grant and loan agreements using millions of dollars in 


various sources of state funds, successfully accomplishing the expected deliverables and providing timely 


deliverable accountability and reporting. 


 







USDA Forestry Service Grant/Cooperative Agreement with Maryland Department of Natural 


Resources to Manage State Wood Energy Team     


 


In FY 2023, the USDA Wood Innovations Project addressed several goals created in FY 2022 and began 


new projects. The following synopsis details the progress made on each project. 


 


Continuous work has been completed for Frostburg State University (FSU), which has shown interest in 


converting its 113 fossil fuel boilers to wood energy. An in-person visit by Wilson Engineering Services 


(WES) was conducted late in FY 2022, and since then, in FY 2023, WES has completed both a draft and 


final report showcasing three different scenarios for wood energy applications. This includes a pilot 


thermal system that serves only a handful of buildings, a thermal system for the whole campus, and a 


combined heat and power (CHP) system for the whole campus. While maintaining communications has 


been difficult in the fall of 2022, communication has been re-established and FSU stated they have 


serious interest in converting their whole campus to CHP. We will continue to assist FSU throughout the 


investment and transition process.  


 


Additionally, Allegany County has continued interest in expanding the wood energy sector, this time for 


generating electricity. AES’s Warrior Run power plant, located in Cumberland, is set to convert to wood 


energy. AES, the national company, is committed to being fossil fuel-free by 2025 and is looking to 


wood energy as its solution. The power plant had a PPA to generate 205MW with the state but had to 


break out of it and reduce its expected output to approximately 80MW to make this transition possible. 


The plant has begun test burns with 25% wood, and 75% coal. More updates will be provided as AES 


releases details. 


 


Finally, in Allegany County, the biochar company Nexus is interested in locating their new Cumberland 


facility in the same industrial park as Warrior Run. This project will require 20-50 tons of wood (can be 


low quality with bark) which will greatly help incentivize needed forest management practices in the 


area. Nexus has already made significant progress in selecting a site, speaking with the relevant 


departments, finding buyers for the biochar, and developing a supply chain. MCEC has provided help by 


identifying potential locations, finding applicable tax incentives, and possibly helping with MD PACE 


funding. 


Ensuring that thermal wood energy credits without any stipulation (such as requiring a mixture of 


primarily manure) qualify as a tier 1 renewable energy credit has been a top priority. In FY 2023, 


Eastern Shore Forests Products, which dries sawdust to create pellets using wood energy from rejected 


wood chips, had their combined heat and power wood energy system approved for TRECs despite the 


boiler running strictly on wood. While that was being approved, the wood energy coordinator 


participated on the Mitigation Working Group for the Maryland Commission on Climate Change 


assigned by the General Assembly to analyze the impacts of incentivizing wood energy in the state and 


develop recommendations based on the findings. The report, completed by a third party, determined that 


using wood energy would benefit MD’s forest health, energy independence, and economy. The two 


recommendations that stemmed from this report were to continue supporting TRECs for wood-only 


thermal energy systems and for the Department of Commerce to provide incentives for facilities to 


transition from fossil fuels to wood. 







In FY 2022, the Maryland Clean Energy Center applied for two Rural Maryland Council (RMC) 


Maryland Agricultural Education and Rural Development Assistance Fund (MAERDAF) projects. The 


first project, in which MCEC partnered with the Alliance for Green Heat and was awarded $25,000 with 


a 100% match, is to host two educational wood energy site visits in New England for attendees such as 


policymakers, environmental groups, and facility owners. One site visit occurred at the end of March 


and had a total of eight attendees visiting 11 different facilities. Following the event, attendees 


responded that it was extremely educational and that they were glad they attended. The next site visit 


will be to 11 different facilities across Vermont and New Hampshire which can host approximately 11 


attendees.  


The second MAERDAF project is to publish a Maryland Fuelwood Supply Chain Analysis. This project 


is in partnership with the Western Maryland Resource Conservation and Development Council and was 


awarded $30,000 with 100% match. This analysis will provide a current standing on fuelwood volume, 


forest management levels, and future forest health projections based on various wood energy usage 


levels. It also includes detailed information, such as tree size, age, species, and location. A Request for 


Proposals was published in fall 2022, and Renewable Resource Solutions, LLC (RRS) was selected as 


the contractor, bidding $3,000 under the maximum cost. RRS has been staying on schedule, presenting 


to the State Wood Energy Team (SWE Team) during quarterly meetings, and is on track to have the full 


publication completed by December 2023. From there, the wood energy coordinator and organizations 


that comprise the SWE Team will publish and publicize the analysis.  


 


FY 2023 GOALS 


MCEC and the Department of Natural Resources were awarded another USDA Wood Innovations Grant 


to cover a wood energy coordinator until FY 2025. The current coordinator will be unable to renew the 


existing contract which will end September 14, 2023, meaning that finding a replacement is the first 


priority to address in FY 2024. 


 


The MAERDAF grants will require ongoing attention. While the educational site visit will occur in 


November and has the agenda already drafted and confirmed with facilities, attendees need to sign up, 


which will require constant outreach, printed materials will need to be developed, and transportation and 


hotel logistics will need to be planned out closer to the tour date.  


 


The Maryland Fuelwood Supply Chain Analysis will require supervising RRS, such as providing them 


with needed resources and making sure they stay on schedule, as well as scheduling and hosting SWE 


Team meetings to provide RRS with real-time feedback. FSU will require assistance from MCEC, DNR, 


Wilson Engineering, and the U.S. Forest Service to: 


1. Educate and increase support from FSU employees that impact the approval of the wood 


energy system 


2. Design and install a wood energy system 


3. Identify funding opportunities 







4. Develop a reliable wood supply 


Allegany College of Maryland (ACM) has shown interest in wood energy, both in terms of using it and 


creating courses focused on it. In FY 2024, more follow-up and involvement in ACM is needed. 


Finally, there will need to be constant monitoring of proposed bills and how they can positively or 


negatively impact wood energy. 







GRANT AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 


MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND 


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER 
FOR 


FUNDING THE STATE WOOD ENERGY TEAM AND COORDINATOR 


THIS GRANT AGREEMENT, effective on this day____of _________, 2021, 
(“Agreement” or “Grant Agreement”) is made by and between the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources, (DEPARTMENT), and, Maryland Clean Energy Center, (GRANTEE), an 
instrumentality of the State of Maryland. 


WHEREAS, Grantee is a corporate instrumentality of the State created by the General 
Assembly of Maryland with a mission to advance clean energy and energy efficiency products, 
services, and innovative technologies as an economic development mission; which includes: 


 Promoting Economic Development & Jobs in the Clean Energy Industry Sector
 Promoting the Deployment of Clean Energy Technology
 Serving as an Incubator for the Development of Clean Energy Industry
 Providing Outreach & Technical Support to Further the Clean Energy Industry; and


            WHEREAS, the USDA Forest Service Region 9 State and Private Forestry awarded 
Maryland DNR the Landscape-Scale Restoration grant, Developing Priority Projects with the 
Maryland Wood Energy Team, domestic grant 21-DG-11094200-099, naming Grantee as a 
funding partner bringing critical expertise to the application and grant partnership; and  


WHEREAS, the GRANTEE, with its staff and contractors, are well qualified due to their 
experience with energy project development and financing, the ability to leverage its expertise 
and resources with those of the DEPARTMENT, and the capability to act as a bridge between 
public, private and academic partners in the marketplace to support this initiative and achieve the 
desired outcomes of the grant award; and 


WHEREAS, DNR Forest Service’s Forest Action Plan calls for stimulating installation of 
appropriately scaled, clean, and efficient wood energy projects in Maryland, addressing growing 
forest health concerns with affordable, equitable solutions, addressing the recent loss of a major 
market for small-diameter, low-value wood, reducing management costs to benefit public and 
private forests managed for forest health, and better utilization of forest residues to mitigate 
hazardous fuels; and 


WHEREAS, the DNR Forest Service has determined that, because GRANTEE is 
uniquely positioned due to its role as a center for coordinating clean energy alternatives to 
advance woody biomass projects to best meet sustainable forest management, forest health, air 
quality, and other conservation needs, a grant award to the GRANTEE to administer the Program 
presents a conservation service opportunity within the meaning of Section 11-203(a)(1)(xviii) of 
the State Finance and Procurement Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland; and 


12th  October
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NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants contained 


herein, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, 
the DEPARTMENT and the GRANTEE agree as follows: 


 
1.   PURPOSE OF AGREEMENT 


 
The purpose of this Agreement is to provide the GRANTEE with funds which will 


enable the GRANTEE to execute the SCOPE OF WORK as more fully described in Appendix . 
 
2. GRANT; GRANTEE’S CONTRIBUTION 
 
 2.1. In consideration of the various obligations to be undertaken by GRANTEE 
pursuant to this Agreement, the DEPARTMENT agrees to provide GRANTEE with funds in the 
amount of two hundred twelve thousand one hundred dollars ($ 212,100.00) (the “Grant”).  
GRANTEE agrees to use the Grant only for the activities set forth and described in Appendix A 
of this Agreement (the “Project”). 
 


2.2 Performance under this Grant Agreement shall commence on the Effective Date 
and, unless otherwise terminated in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, shall continue 
until the Grant has been utilized consistent with the requirements of this Agreement but no later 
than three (3) years from the Effective Date. 


 
2.3  Effective Date - It is understood and agreed by the parties hereto that this 


Agreement and any modification thereof shall become effective or enforceable upon execution 
by both parties. 


 
2.4 Termination for Convenience - The performance of work under this Grant 


Agreement may be terminated by the DEPARTMENT in accordance with this clause in whole, 
or from time to time in part, whenever the DEPARTMENT  shall determine that such 
termination is in the best interest of the DEPARTMENT .  The DEPARTMENT will pay all 
reasonable costs associated with this Agreement that the GRANTEE has incurred up to the date 
of termination and all reasonable costs associated with termination of the Agreement within the 
limits of grant funding.   


 
2.5 Termination for Default - If the GRANTEE fails to fulfill its obligation under this 


Agreement properly and on time, or otherwise violates any provision of the Agreement, the 
DEPARTMENT may terminate the Agreement by written notice to the GRANTEE.  The notice 
shall specify the acts or omissions relied upon as cause for termination.  All finished or 
unfinished work provided by the GRANTEE shall, at the Department’s option, become the 
Department’s property.  The Department shall pay the GRANTEE fair and equitable 
compensation for satisfactory performance prior to receipt of notice of termination, less the 
amount of damages caused by GRANTEE’s breach.  If the damages are more than the 
compensation payable to the GRANTEE, the GRANTEE will remain liable after termination and 
the Department can affirmatively collect damages.  


 
2.6 Multi-Year Restriction - If the General Assembly fails to appropriate funds or if 


funds are not otherwise made available for continued performance for any fiscal period of this 
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Agreement succeeding the first fiscal period, this Agreement shall be canceled automatically as 
of the beginning of the fiscal year for which funds were not appropriated or otherwise made 
available.  The GRANTEE may not recover anticipatory profits or costs incurred after 
termination.  
 


2.7.  The parties may agree in writing to an earlier termination date. 
 
 
3.  GENERAL PROVISIONS AND CONDITIONS 
 


3.1. The terms of this Grant Agreement and its execution are subject to all applicable 
Maryland laws and regulations and approval of other agencies of the State of Maryland as 
required under State laws and regulations, including approval of the Board of Public Works 
where appropriate. 
 


3.2. The DEPARTMENT shall not be liable in any action or tort, contract or otherwise 
for any action caused by the Grantee. 
 


3.3. As a condition of the DEPARTMENT’S obligation to perform under this agreement, 
the GRANTEE hereby represents and warrants that:  
 


(a) It is qualified to do business in the State of Maryland and that it will take such 
action as, from time to time, may be necessary to remain so qualified; 
 


(b) It is not in arrears with respect to the payment of any monies due and owing 
the State of Maryland, or any department or unit thereof, including, but not limited to, the 
payment of taxes and employee benefits, and that it shall not become so in arrears during the 
term of this Grant Agreement; 


 
(c) It shall comply with all federal, State and local laws, regulations and 


ordinances applicable to its activities and obligations under this Grant Agreement; and 
 
(d) It shall procure, at its expense, all licenses, permits, insurance, and 


governmental approval, if any, necessary to the performance of its obligations under this Grant 
Agreement. 
 


3.4. The person executing this Grant Agreement on behalf of the GRANTEE certifies, to 
the best of that person's knowledge and belief, that: 
 


(a) Neither the GRANTEE, nor any of its officers or directors, nor any employee 
of the GRANTEE involved in obtaining contracts with or grants from the State or any 
subdivision of the State, has engaged in collusion with respect to the GRANTEE’S application 
for the Grant or this Grant Agreement or has been convicted of bribery, or conspiracy to bribe 
under the laws of any State or of the United States; 
 


(b) The GRANTEE has not employed or retained any person, partnership, 
corporation, or other entity, other than a bona fide employee or agent working for the 
GRANTEE, to solicit or secure the Grant or this Grant Agreement, and the GRANTEE has not 
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paid or agreed to pay any such entity any fee or other consideration contingent on the making of 
the Grant or this Agreement; 


 
(c) The GRANTEE, if incorporated, is registered or qualified in accordance with 


the Corporations and Associations Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, is in good 
standing, has filed all required annual reports and filing fees with the Maryland Department of 
Assessments and Taxation and all required tax returns and reports with the Maryland 
Comptroller of the Treasury, the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation, and the 
Maryland Department of Labor, and has paid or arranged for the payment of all taxes due to the 
State; 
 


(d) No money has been paid to or promised to be paid to any legislative agent, 
attorney, or lobbyist for any services rendered in securing the passage of legislation establishing 
or appropriating funds for the Grant; and 
 


(e) Neither the GRANTEE, nor any of its officers, nor any person substantially 
involved in the contracting or fundraising activities of the GRANTEE, is currently suspended or 
debarred from contracting with the State or any other public entity or subject to debarment under 
Regulation 21.08 of the Code of Maryland Regulations.  


 
3.5. Indemnification and Claims: 


 
(a) The GRANTEE shall indemnify the State against liability for any suits, 


actions, or claims of any character arising from or relating to the performance of the GRANTEE 
or its subcontractors under this Grant Agreement. 
 


(b) The State of Maryland has no obligation to provide legal counsel or defense to 
the GRANTEE or its subcontractors in the event that a suit, claim or action of any character is 
brought by any person not party to this Grant Agreement against the GRANTEE or its 
subcontractors as a result of or relating to the GRANTEE’S obligations under this Grant 
Agreement. 
 


(c) The State has no obligation for the payment of any judgments or the 
settlement of any claims against the GRANTEE or its subcontractors as a result of or relating to 
the GRANTEE’S obligations under this Grant Agreement. 
 


(d) The GRANTEE shall immediately notify the DEPARTMENT Project Officer 
of any claim or suit made or filed against the GRANTEE or subcontractors regarding any matter 
resulting from or relating to the GRANTEE’S obligations under the Grant Agreement, and will 
cooperate, assist, and consult with the State in the defense or investigation of any claim, suit, or 
action made or filed against the State as a result of or relating to the GRANTEE’S performance 
under this Grant Agreement. 
 


3.6. The persons performing the services as set forth in the Appendix shall be employees 
of the GRANTEE.  The GRANTEE is responsible for complying with all federal and State laws 
as to tax and Social Security payments to be withheld from wages paid to said employees. 


 
3.7. The DEPARTMENT shall furnish the GRANTEE with such technical assistance and 
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consultation by the DEPARTMENT staff as is reasonably necessary to assure satisfactory 
performance in providing the services required by this Grant Agreement. 
 


3.8.  The DEPARTMENT shall designate Anne Hairston-Strang,Acting Director/State 
Forester, DNR Forest Service, 580 Taylor Ave., E-1, Annapolis, MD 21401, 410-260-8501, 
Anne.Hairston-Strang@maryland.gov or his/her designee, to serve as Project Officer for this 
Agreement.  The GRANTEE shall designate I. Katherine Magruder, Executive Director, 
Maryland Clean Energy Center, 5000 College Avenue Suite 31010, College Park, MD 20740, 
301-314-6061, ikm@mdcleanenergy.org or his/her designee, to serve as Project Officer for this 
Agreement.  All contact between the DEPARTMENT and the GRANTEE regarding all matters 
relative to this Grant Agreement shall be coordinated through the DEPARTMENT’S and 
GRANTEE’S designated Project Officers. 


 
3.9. The use of funds under this Grant Agreement by the GRANTEE to hire consultants 


shall require the prior approval of any such arrangement and the proposed work plan of the 
consultant(s) involved by the DEPARTMENT, through its Project Officer. (Approval is not 
required if the Appendix indicates the consultant's use.) 
 


3.10. This Grant Agreement may be amended as the DEPARTMENT and the GRANTEE 
mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of the Grant Agreement which is 
thereby amended, the Grant Agreement shall remain in full force and effect after such 
amendment.  Adjustments of funds between categories which do not affect the total authorized 
funding and are consistent with the objectives of this Grant Agreement do not require an 
amendment to the Grant Agreement. They must, however, be approved in writing by the Project 
Officer. 


 
3.11. The GRANTEE shall operate under this Grant Agreement so that no person, 


otherwise qualified, is denied employment or other benefits on the grounds of race, color, sex, 
creed, national origin, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or physical or mental disability 
which would not reasonably preclude the required performance. Except in subcontracts for 
standard commercial supplies or raw materials, the GRANTEE shall include a clause similar to 
this clause in all subcontracts. The GRANTEE and each subcontractor shall post in conspicuous 
places, available to employees and applicants for employment notices setting forth the provisions 
of this non-discrimination clause. 


 
3.12. The GRANTEE understands that it will comply fully with provisions of the 


Americans with Disabilities Act.  The GRANTEE agrees that it will not directly, or indirectly 
through contractual or other arrangements, utilize criteria or methods of administration that have 
the effect of subjecting qualified individuals with disabilities to discrimination on the basis of 
disability; or that have the purpose or effect of defeating or substantially impairing 
accomplishment of the objectives of the Department of Human Resources program with respect 
to individuals with a disability. 
 


3.13. Non-hiring of Employees: No employee of the State of Maryland or any unit 
thereof, whose duties as such employee include matters relating to or affecting the subject matter 
of this Grant Agreement, shall, while so employed, become or be an employee of the party or 
parties hereby contracting with the State of Maryland or any unit thereof. 
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 3.14. Political Contribution Disclosure: The GRANTEE shall comply with Title 14 of the 
Election Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, which requires that every person that enters 
an agreement with the State, a county, or an incorporated municipality, or their agencies, 
involving cumulative consideration of $200,000 or more, shall file with the State Administrative 
Board of Election Laws a statement disclosing contributions in excess of $500 made during the 
reporting period to a candidate for elective office in any primary or general election.  The 
statement shall be filed with the State Board of Election Laws:  (1) when a contract with the 
State, a county, an incorporated municipality, or their agencies is awarded, and shall cover the 
preceding two calendar years; and (2) if the contribution is made after the award of a contract, 
then twice a year, throughout the contract term, on or before:  (a) May 31, for the 6-month period 
ending April 30; and (b)November 30 for the 6-month period ending October 31. 
 
 3.15. Unless otherwise provided in the Appendix, the GRANTEE may not, during the 
term of this Grant Agreement or any renewals or extensions of this Grant Agreement, assign or 
subcontract all or any part of this Grant Agreement without the prior written consent of the 
Project Officer. 
 
 3.16. Commercial Non-Discrimination:  As a condition of entering into this Grant 
Agreement, upon the Maryland Human Relations Commission’s request, and only after the filing 
of a complaint against the GRANTEE under Title 19 of the State Finance and Procurement 
Article, as amended from time to time, the GRANTEE agrees to: provide to the State, within 60 
days after the request, a truthful and complete list of the names of all subcontractors, vendors, 
and suppliers that the GRANTEE has used in the past four (4) years of any of its Grant 
Agreements that were undertaken within the State of Maryland including the total dollar amount 
paid by the GRANTEE on each subcontract or supply contract.  The GRANTEE further agrees 
to cooperate in any investigation conducted by the State pursuant to the State’s Commercial 
Nondiscrimination Policy as set forth under Title 19 of the State Finance and Procurement 
Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, to provide any documents relevant to any 
investigation that is requested by the State.  The GRANTEE understands and agrees that 
violation of this clause shall be considered a material breach of this agreement and may result in 
grant termination, disqualification by the State from participating in State Grant Agreements, and 
other sanctions. 
 


3.17. All parties hereby expressly acknowledge the possibility of substantial changes in 
State and federal regulations applicable to this Grant Agreement and expressly agree to 
renegotiate this Agreement as necessary to comply with such changes; provided that any increase 
in the scope of work or cost of performance will be compensated for by a budget increase or, in 
the alternative, by modifying the scope of work to reduce the cost of performance. 
 


3.18. The GRANTEE shall retain all books, records, and other documents relevant to this 
Grant Agreement for a period of no less than three (3) years after the date of final payment, a 
resolution of audit findings, or disposition of non-expendable property, whichever is later, and 
upon receipt of reasonable written notice thereof, full access thereto and the right to examine any 
of said materials shall be afforded federal and/or State auditors who shall have substantiated in 
writing a need therefore in the performance of their official duties, and such other persons as are 
authorized by the DEPARTMENT.  The GRANTEE will provide to the DEPARTMENT a copy 
of that part of any audit performed by State or independent auditors which relates to the 
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performance of this Grant Agreement and the administration of funds provided by the 
DEPARTMENT pursuant to this Grant Agreement. Any additional audit information requested 
by the DEPARTMENT may be secured at its own expense using Department of Human 
Resources auditors or other State-approved auditors. 
 


3.19. (a) GRANTEE shall obtain written approval of the DEPARTMENT for any 
purchase of assets with funds paid under this Grant, excluding ordinary office supplies, except 
that such is not required with regard to purchase of assets described in the Appendix attached 
hereto.   
 


(b) Title to all property furnished by the DEPARTMENT shall remain in the 
DEPARTMENT.  Title to all property acquired by the GRANTEE at a cost of over FIFTY 
DOLLARS ($50.00) including purchase by lease-purchase agreement for the cost of which the 
GRANTEE is to be reimbursed under this grant, shall immediately vest in the DEPARTMENT 
upon (i) issuance for use of such property in the performance of this grant, or (ii) reimbursement 
of the cost thereof by the DEPARTMENT, whichever occurs first.   


 
(c) The GRANTEE shall maintain and administer in accordance with sound 


business practice a program for the maintenance, repair, protection, and preservation of the 
DEPARTMENT'S property so as to assure its full availability and usefulness for the performance 
of this grant.  


  
(d) The DEPARTMENT'S property shall, unless otherwise provided herein, or 


approved in writing by the DEPARTMENT, be used only for the performance of this grant.  
  


(e) In the event that the GRANTEE is indemnified, reimbursed, or otherwise 
compensated for any loss or destruction of or damage to the DEPARTMENT'S property, it shall 
use the proceeds to repair, renovate, or replace the DEPARTMENT'S property involved, or shall 
credit such proceeds against the cost of the work covered by the grant, or shall otherwise 
reimburse the DEPARTMENT as directed by the DEPARTMENT.  


  
 
(f) Upon termination of the grant, the DEPARTMENT may require the 


GRANTEE to deliver to the DEPARTMENT any property specifically produced or acquired for 
the performance of this grant.  


  
(g) As an alternative to the provisions of (a) - (g), the GRANTEE may elect to 


furnish property for use in the performance of this grant out of its own funds, for which the 
DEPARTMENT will reimburse it to the extent of its allocated share of the annual depreciation 
expense of such property allowed by IRS depreciation schedules. 
 
3.21. Legal. 
 


A.     Severability - If any of these provisions shall contravene, or be invalid under, the 
laws of the particular state, county or jurisdiction where used, such contravention or invalidity 
shall not invalidate the whole agreement, but the Agreement shall be construed as if not 
containing the particular provision or provisions held to be invalid in the particular state, county, 
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or jurisdiction, and the rights and obligations of the parties shall be construed and enforced 
accordingly. 
 
 B.     Law Applicable - Unless otherwise authorized by the Board of Public Works, this 
Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Maryland, and the parties hereby expressly 
agree that the courts of the State of Maryland shall have exclusive jurisdiction to decide any 
question arising hereunder. 
 This Grant Agreement, together with the Appendices attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference, represents the complete, total and final understanding of 
the parties, and no other understandings or representations, oral or written, regarding the 
subject matter of this Grant Agreement, shall be deemed to exist or to bind the parties 
hereto at the time of execution.  
 
   


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Grant Agreement. 
 
Attest:       For the GRANTEE: 
 


                                                                                
 
Witness 
       Katherine Magruder 
       Title: Executive Director 
       Date: 9/15/21     
  
 
Attest:       For the DEPARTMENT: 
 
 
__________________________________  __________________________________________ 


Signature 
 


___________________________________ 
       Name 
 


___________________________________ 
Title 


 
__________________________________________ 
Date 


  


Scharrence Richardson


Acting Associate Director of Procurement


10/12/2021
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THIS GRANT AGREEMENT APPROVED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY  
 
 
______________________________  ________________________ 
Rachel Eisenhauer    Date 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
 
This document may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an 
original, and all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 
Signatures, including notary signatures, provided by electronic means including, by way of 
example and not of limitation, facsimile, Adobe, PDF, and sent by electronic mail, or via an 
electronic signature program, shall be deemed to be original signatures. 
 
 
 
 
  


10/6/2021
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Appendix A. 
 


Agreement between the Maryland Department of Natural Resources and the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center on the  


Management of  
DOMESTIC GRANT 21-DG-11094200-099  Between The MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES, And The USDA, FOREST SERVICE REGION 9, STATE AND 


PRIVATE FORESTRY  
FY 2022 and 23  


SCOPE OF WORK 
 
Specifically, the MCEC will implement GRANT 21-DG-11094200-099 as follows: 
 


1. MCEC will develop a job description, advertise the position and interview 
qualified candidates to select and hire a Wood Energy Project 
Developer/Coordinator to the staff of the MD Clean Energy Center.  


 
2. MCEC Wood Energy Project Developer/Coordinator will update related 


marketing and outreach materials highlighting the applicability of wood fuel 
in mid to large scale commercial and industrial applications. 


 
3. MCEC Wood Energy Project Developer/Coordinator will rank the 3,600 


facilities pre-identified by the MEA as having high potential for adoption of 
wood energy technology solutions; will work to  gain audiences with facility 
managers; and aggressively pursue those facilities for conversion to wood 
energy. 
 


4. MCEC Wood Energy Project Developer/Coordinator will execute strategies 
to educate stakeholders involved in climate policy and renewable energy 
policy; and compile and communicate relevant policy and economic 
development incentives, such as tax incentives, the various Rural 
Development grants and loans, State grants and loans, and low-cost 
financing. 
 


5. In addition to the Wood Energy Project Developer/ Coordinator, MCEC will 
contract with ACDS, LLC or other highly qualified contractor to assist the 
Wood Energy Team with technical support, economic impact analyses, and 
generating 4+ topic reports identified by the Team. 
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6. MCEC will expend the grant funds over a during the grant term as follows: 


 
a. Contractual Services Management           $19,800.00 
b. Coordinator Salaries & Fringe                $160,100.00 
c. Outreach & Printed Collateral            $4,200.00 
d. Mileage & Travel                                        $4,000.00 
e. Reports                                                      $24,000.00 


          Total                                                             $212,100.00 
 


7. MCEC shall submit an invoice to the Department in the amount of $112,100 
within 20 days of the approval of this agreement and $100,000 July 1, 2022.  


 
8. MCEC will submit a report to the Department within three months following 


the completion of each quarter for each year of the program. The report shall 
provide: 


a. Activities for the period and Progress toward the grant deliverables 
b. An itemized accounting of how funds were used to support the 


initiative 
c. Pictures and/or supporting materials to further describe the activity, 


and copies of any printed materials produced using grant funding 
d. Other information as required. 


 
9.   MCEC will submit a final report within two months of the end of the grant 


period. The report shall provide; 
 
 


10. The Department will implement DOMESTIC GRANT 21-DG-11094200-099  Between 
The MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, And The USDA, FOREST SERVICE 
REGION 9, STATE AND PRIVATE FORESTRY as follows: 


a. Provide a total of $112,100.00 in FY22 and $100,000 in FY23 
b. Continue to provide to the MCEC technical assistance, program input 


and sharing of information of mutual interest 
c. Collaborate with the MCEC on the day to day management support 


needed to carry out the tasks necessary to accomplish the goals of the 
grant. 
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EDA Maryland Energy Innovation Accelerator Grant  


 


The Maryland Energy Innovation Accelerator (MEIA) is the venture development offered by 


MCEC, focused on commercializing advanced energy and climate technologies developed at 


Maryland-based businesses, universities, and laboratories. 


MEIA supports solar, wind, batteries, energy efficiency, grid modernization, carbon capture 


utilization and storage (CCUS), and any other technology that reduces greenhouse gas emissions 


or provides negative emissions benefits in the electric, oil and gas, commercial, or industrial 


sectors.  


 


MEIA provides climate tech ventures access to domain experts, experienced executives, co-


founders, investors, strategic partners, professional services, and project management support to 


execute commercialization milestones. 


FY 2023 Innovation Advancement Goals: 


• Accelerate the commercialization of clean tech discoveries in Maryland to marketable 


products and services 


•  Promote business and job creation in the clean tech sector for Maryland 


Key Innovation Advancement Objectives: 


• Identify promising technologies developed in Maryland 


• Identify and onboard technologies from universities and labs into high-quality startups 


• Facilitate Maryland Climate Tech ventures with important market actors 


• Recruit and onboard Energy Executives in Residence (EEIR) to take roles as co-founders 


or advisors 


• Connect Maryland Climate Tech ventures with needed capital 


• Provide technical assistance with the development of commercialization plans 


• Generate sponsorship and tech-to-market income to offset costs to operate MEIA above 


the State of Maryland contribution 


Innovation Impact Metrics Graphic:  







 


In September 2022, MCEC was awarded a threeyear grant totaling $750,000 from the U.S. 


Economic Development Administration (EDA) to support the Maryland Energy Innovation 


Accelerator. The award is part of EDA’s 2021 Build to Scale Venture Challenge, which seeks to 


leverage regional competitive strengths to accelerate innovation and job creation through high-


growth technology entrepreneurship and fostering inclusive access to proven entrepreneurship 


support models.  


 


MEIA launched its first cohort in January 2020. In its first 30 months, it worked with (and 


continues to work with) 44 Startups that generated significant incremental economic 


development impact to the State of Maryland after enrolling in a MEIA program.  MEIA 


provides three programs that represent a three-tiered approach that moves technology from 


concept to demonstration: 


1. Pre-Accelerator - A two-month customerdiscovery program for the earliest technologies 


from universities and labs; 


2. Launchpad - A six-month commercialization planning program for high-potential 


technologies in universities or labs 


3. Accelerator - A six+ month program for established companies looking to fill senior 


roles, demonstrate technology, and obtain third-party capital investment. 


The program also received local foundation support through a $10,000 award from the Butz 


Foundation  







 


To form or augment Startup Teams, MEIA recruits and engages experienced, industry-specific 


business executives and entrepreneurs (“energy executives”) who want to become founders or 


executives of the Startup to perform its commercialization activities. 


This energy executive model creates higher quality leadership teams that, when combined with 


great technology, produce the investible Maryland-based companies that form the foundation of 


an emerging economic cluster In FY 2023, there was a leadership change in MEIA as former 


MEIA Director Brian Toll became senior advisor, replaced by current Director Wade. MEIA now 


has an Associate Director, Mike Ducker, and Teams Coordinator, Emily Sheppard to support 


operational programming. In addition, MEIA is supported by the MCEC communication team 


with additional operation and admin support from MCEC staff.  


 


In June 2023, MEIA hosted a Pitch Competition Finale. The virtual event culminated months of 


work by teams participating in MEIA’s accelerator programs. Four Startup Teams pitched their 


innovative clean energy product or service to a panel of climate focused investors who judged 


the competition. College Park based Alchemity was named the Grand Prize winner and awarded 


a $1,000 Grand Prize sponsored by the Maryland Department of Commerce.  


Multiple organizations provide financial and in-kind support to MEIA and its participating 


Startups. 







 


MEIA Key Funders & Supporters  


Maryland Clean Energy Center, The Butz Foundation, Maryland Energy Innovation Institute, 


Johns Hopkins Ralph O’Connor Sustainable Energy Institute, U.S Economic Development 


Administration (EDA), Banner Witcoff, Nemphos Braue, Whiteford Law, Points North. 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE PRE-AWARD NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR GRANTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS  
(REF: 79 FR78390)


MULTI-YEAR AWARD. PLEASE SEE THE MULTI-YEAR SPECIFIC AWARD CONDITION.


OTHER(S):


This Award Document (Form CD-450) signed by the Grants Officer constitutes an obligation of Federal funding. By 
signing this Form CD-450, the Recipient agrees to comply with the Award provisions checked below and attached. 
Upon acceptance by the Recipient, the Form CD-450 must be signed by an authorized representative of the 
Recipient and returned to the Grants Officer. If not signed and returned without modification by the Recipient 
within 30 days of receipt, the Grants Officer may unilaterally withdraw this Award offer and de-obligate the funds.


11.024 Build to Scale


EDA Specific Award Conditions (including Scope of Work)


This award is being made under competitive Funding Opportunity Number EDA-HDQ-OIE-2021-B2S posted at Grants.gov on
02/23/2021.


10/01/2021-09/30/2024


Eric Smith


5000 COLLEGE AVE STE 31010


COLLEGE PARK MD 20740-3809


ED21HDQ0240086


09/20/2021


EDA's Regional Innovation Strategies (RIS) Program is authorized by Section 27 of
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980; 15 U.S.C. 3722, as
amended by the Revitalize American Manufacturing and Innovation Act of 2014.


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER


$865,488.00


Brian Toll


The Maryland Energy Innovation Accelerator (MEIA) is a venture development program that focuses on commercializing advanced
energy and climate technologies in Maryland.


$750,000.00


10/13/2021


$1,615,488.00







 


DOE Mid- Atlantic PACE Alliance  


 


The Mid-Atlantic PACE Alliance (MAPA) is a partnership between stakeholders in Virginia, Maryland, and the 


District of Columbia to accelerate the implementation of Commercial PACE programs and projects in the 


region. 


The Mid-Atlantic PACE Alliance is a collaboration between the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and 


Energy (DMME), the District of Columbia Department of Energy and Environment (DOEE), the Maryland 


Clean Energy Center (MCEC), and other industry and non-for-profit partners. 


 


 


 


 


 



https://www.pacealliance.org/

https://www.pacealliance.org/blog





















COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
Department of Mines, Minerals and Ener6ry


I I 00 Bank Street / 81h Floor 
Washington Building 


Richmond, Virginia 23219-3402 
(804) 692-3200 FAX (804) 692-3237 


www.dmme.virginia.gov 


CONTRACT MODIFICATION AGREEMENT 


Date: June �' 2020


Contract No.: Cl 7-6048


Modification No.: 2


Issued By:


Contractor:


COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,


Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy
Divisionrof Energy
1100 Bank Street, 8th floor
Washington Building
Richmond. VA 23219-3402


Maryland Clean Energy Center
5000 College Ave., suite #31010
College Park, MD 20740 


DIVISIONS 


ENERGY 


GAS AND OIL 


MINED LAND RECLAMATION 


MINERAL MINING 


MINERAL RESOURCES 


MINES 


ADMINISTRATION 


Commodity: This Supplemental Agreement is entered into pursuant to the provisions of the basic contract.


Description of Modification: End date of contract period of performance is changed from June 30, 2020 to
December 31, 2020. All other terms and conditions remain unchanged. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties execute this modification.


Maryla��lr.: Energy Center


By:��


Print Name: I. Katherine Magruder
Title: Executive Director


Virginia Dept. of Mines, Minerals and Energy


By:
---------------


John Warrren, Director


Date:
-------------


EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 


TDD (800) 828-1120 --- Virginia Relay Center 


7/6/2020
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I. Program Strategy Narrative:  


Overall Coalition Program Plan/Scope of Work: 


The Maryland Solar for All Program (MSFAP) has been developed by the Maryland Clean Energy 


Center (MCEC) along with an assembled coalition of stakeholders, including: green banks, state 


agencies, local governments, academic centers, non-profit workforce training program operators, 


labor unions, utilities multi-family housing developers, affordable housing advocates, solar 


industry organizations and installers, and representatives of community development 


organizations serving as the voice of underserved households and communities across the state.  


Throughout the process of developing this funding proposal MCEC held open meetings and 


solicited input from these stakeholder audiences, which is reflected in the approach ultimately 


adopted by the MSFAP. Participants in the process will continue to be involved in the governance 


strategy and workgroups are planned to be active in a further phase of planning and the 


implementation phase following an award of funding. This program deliberately aligns with the 


EPA/GGRF Solar for All goals and objectives and intends to impact over 10,000 household units 


with a minimum of 20% energy savings from day one of implementation. 


In addition to grant funds awarded, a total of $7M in state funding through the Maryland Energy 


Administration and the Maryland Clean Energy Center C3 Fund, will be directly invested to help 


achieve MSFAP deliverables. A significant amount of direct investment by Coalition Partners will 


also be a valued contribution to the program. 


The MSFAP will support projects, activities and technologies that reduce emissions of greenhouse 


gases and other air pollutants that harm communities and contribute to climate change, by 


providing: 


• Direct and leveraged investment in single and multi-family residential rooftop solar, community 


solar and community solar with storage projects to enhance affordability  


• Technical and procurement support for project planning and development, to expedite deployment 


and facilitate market transformation 


• Coordinated outreach, education and engagement with consumers and in communities to facilitate 


access to cost savings associated with solar as an energy supply source  


• Enabling accessibility to workforce training and development opportunities in the solar sector, 


especially within underserved and disadvantaged communities 


The MSFAP will deploy and enable deployment of residential-serving solar, storage, and enabling 


upgrades through: 


• Use of financing tools, including grants, credit enhancements and low-cost capital loans 


• Direct outreach to contractors, project developers and property owners as well as assistance 


with project development and engineering 


• Facilitating partnerships between state agencies, local governments, project developers and 


working directly with capital providers investing in and with disadvantaged communities in 


Maryland 
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• Providing procurement and technical assistance, access to tools designed to enable successful 


project development and implementation, and assistance with utilities to enable successful 


interconnection 


 


The MSFAP will invest in projects that directly benefit American communities through: 


• Focusing the use of funds and financing to enable low-income and disadvantaged 


communities to deploy and benefit directly from distributed solar; and prioritizing the initial 


investment to serve low-income residential properties which have already been weatherized 


through prior state investment or are solar ready. 


• Targeting investment in projects that will deliver meaningful benefits, including a minimum 


20% household savings, employment opportunities, enabling ownership ability for 


communities and households in Maryland, and implementation of projects to provide 


resiliency for communities. 


• Prioritizing the use of SFA funds for solar installations, workforce training programs, outreach 


and education in rural, urban, and suburban communities throughout the state; particularly in 


the most disadvantaged and low-income households in the communities the program is 


designed to serve. 


The MSFAP will mobilize financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of gas- 


and air pollution-reducing projects through: 


• Targeted investment in single-family, multi-family, community solar and community solar with 


storage projects; with greater share of support for the lowest income consumer audiences using 


a tiered percentage of grant combined with subsidized loan strategy.  


• Using financing tools and deploying low-cost capital intended to crowd in additional private 


capital to support the delivery of program objectives, including; revolving loans, loan 


guarantees, bridge loans rate subsidies, and equity investments where appropriate  


• Leveraging the advantageous policy landscape in Maryland to enable access to cost-saving 


solar energy for household where ownership is not feasible through enabling investments in 


community solar, and by braiding state funding program resources to maximize investment 


particularly in the multi-family housing market. 


• Coordinating community outreach and workforce development partnerships between public 


and private partners in an effort to provide access to jobs and clean energy. 


In regard to the target audiences to be served through the MSFAP the definitions identified in the 


NOFO for low-income households and properties providing affordable housing will be followed. 


MSFAP will recognize disadvantaged communities as those identified through CJEST or as 


defined by the Maryland Department of the Environment. Underserved populations to be assisted 


through the MSFAP are identified as those who are dependent on public assistance in some manner 


for housing, including: veterans, senior citizens, special needs individuals, the homeless or those 


re-entering society. 


The MSFAP will engage communities through targeted outreach and education initiatives with and 


for community stakeholders and consumers using a projected budget of $4.885M in grant funds. 
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Workforce training will also be a key component of the MSFAP to be implemented through 


partnerships with labor organizations, workforce development boards, and non-profit 


organizations with a projected budget of approximately $9.2M. SFA funding requested to support 


planning & technical assistance and program administration is anticipated at $6,738,450 and 


$5,844,000. 


1. Impact Assessment:  


  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 5-year Total 


Number of Projects 


                    


773  


                       


776  


                   


777  


             


776  


                    


776                  3,878  


Single-family 750 751 751 751 


                     


751                 3,754  


Multi-family 11 12 12 12 12                     59  


Community 2 3 4 3 3                     15  


Strategic Financing (Multi-


family & Community) 10 10 10 10 10                     50  


Number of Households 


Added 


                 


3,076  


                     


3,239  


                 


3,314  


           


3,239  


                  


3,239               16,104  


Single-family 750 751 751 751 751                3,754  


Multi-family 955 1042 1042 1042 1042                5,122  


Community 150 225 300 225 225                1,125  


Strategic Financing (Multi-


family & Community) 


                 


1,221  


                    


1,221  


                


1,221  


          


1,221  


                 


1,221                 6,103  


Solar Capacity Installed 


(MW) 2.3 14.4 34 1.7 5 57.5 


Single-family 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 18.8 


Multi-family 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 10.2 


Community 1.0 1.5 2.0 1.5 1.5 7.5 


Strategic Financing (Multi-


family & Community) 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.2 21.0 


Clean Energy Generated 


(MWh) 


               


14,458  


                   


29,736  


              


45,565  


         


60,639  


                


75,614             226,013  


Single-family 


                 


4,875  


                    


9,714  


              


14,505  


        


19,246  


               


23,939               72,279  


Multi-family 


                 


2,795  


                    


5,809  


                


8,793  


        


11,746  


               


14,669               43,811  


Community 


                 


1,300  


                    


3,237  


                


5,805  


          


7,696  


                 


9,568               27,606  


Strategic Financing (Multi-


family & Community) 


                 


5,488  


                  


10,976  


              


16,463  


        


21,951  


               


27,439               82,317  


Storage Capacity Installed 


(MWh) 


                   


7.57  


                       


7.57  


                   


7.57  


             


7.57  


                    


7.57                    37.8  


GHG Emissions Avoided 


(tCO2) 


               


10,063  


                   


20,696  


              


31,713  


         


42,205  


                


52,628             157,305  


SO2 avoided (short tons) 


                      


1.6  


                         


3.2  


                     


4.8  


               


6.3  


                      


7.8                       24  
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NOx avoided (short tons) 


                      


0.8  


                         


1.7  


                     


2.6  


               


3.5  


                      


4.3                       13  


Amount of HH Savings 


(Total $1000) $910 $1,864 $2,837 $3,792 $4,746 $14,148 


Single-family $383 $767 $1,151 $1,534 $1,918 $5,754 


Multi-family $268 $560 $853 $1,145 $1,437 $4,263 


Community $39 $98 $176 $234 $293 $839 


Strategic Financing (Multi-


family & Community) $220 $439 $659 $878 $1,098 $3,293 


       


  Western Capital Central Southern 


Eastern 


Shore Total 


Number of Projects 


                     


330  


                        


868  


                 


2,004  


              


201  


                     


476                 3,878  


Single-family 


                     


326  


                        


833  


                 


1,931  


              


198  


                     


467                 3,754  


Multi-family 


                         


2  


                          


24  


                      


28  


                   


2  


                          


3                       59  


Community 


                         


2  


                             


5  


                        


7  


                   


0  


                          


1                       15  


Strategic Financing (Multi-


family & Community) 


                        


-    


                             


6  


                      


38  


                   


1  


                          


5                       50  


Number of Households 


Added 


                     


575  


                     


4,215  


                 


9,516  


              


438  


                  


1,359               16,104  


Single-family 


                     


326  


                        


833  


                 


1,931  


              


198  


                     


467                 3,754  


Multi-family 


                     


205  


                     


2,079  


                 


2,405  


              


138  


                     


295                 5,122  


Community 


                       


45  


                        


457  


                    


528  


                 


30  


                       


65                 1,125  


Strategic Financing (Multi-


family & Community) 


                        


-    


                        


846  


                 


4,652  


                 


72  


                     


533                 6,103  


Solar Capacity Installed 


(MW) 


                      


2.3  


                       


11.4  


                   


18.0  


               


1.5  


                      


3.4                    36.5  


Single-family 


                      


1.6  


                         


4.2  


                     


9.7  


               


1.0  


                      


2.3                    18.8  


Multi-family 


                      


0.4  


                         


4.2  


                     


4.8  


               


0.3  


                      


0.6                    10.2  


Community 


                      


0.3  


                         


3.0  


                     


3.5  


               


0.2  


                      


0.4                      7.5  


Strategic Financing (Multi-


family & Community) 


                        


-    


                         


3.0  


                   


16.0  


               


0.3  


                      


1.7                    21.0  


Clean Energy Generated 


(MWh in Year 5) 


                 


3,045  


                   


19,104  


              


44,649  


           


2,278  


                  


6,539               75,614  


Single-family 


                 


2,076  


                     


5,315  


              


12,312  


           


1,260  


                  


2,975               23,939  


Multi-family 


                     


587  


                     


5,955  


                 


6,887  


              


395  


                     


845               14,669  
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Community 


                     


383  


                     


3,884  


                 


4,492  


              


258  


                     


551                 9,568  


Strategic Financing (Multi-


family & Community) - 3,950 20,957 364 2,167 27,439 


Storage Capacity Installed 


(MWh) 


                      


0.1  


                         


8.2  


                   


28.4  


               


0.1  


                      


1.0                    37.8  


GHG Emissions Avoided 


(tCO2/year in Year 5) 


               


10,072  


                   


48,978  


              


77,481  


           


6,317  


                


14,457             157,305  


Amount of HH Savings 


(Total $1000) (First 5 years) $703 $3,805 $7,864 $479 $1,297 $14,148 


Single-family $499 $1,277 $2,959 $303 $715 $5,754 


Multi-family $170 $1,731 $2,002 $115 $246 $4,263 


Community $34 $340 $394 $23 $48 $839 


Strategic Financing (Multi-


family & Community) - $456 $2,510 $39 $288 $3,293 


 


PROGRAM DELIVERABLES (OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES): 


Climate and Air Pollution Benefits Outputs:  


Total Households Added: 16,104 Western MDi #330 (326 single family, 2 multi-family, 2 


community solar); Capital Area MD #868 (833 single family, 24 multi-family, 5 community solar, 


strategic financing 6); Central MD #2,004 (1,931 single family, 28 multi-family, 7 community 


solar, strategic financing 38); Southern MD #201 (198 single family, 2 multi-family, 0 community 


solar, strategic financing 1); Eastern Shore MD #476 (467 single family, 3 multi-family, 1 


community solar, strategic financing 5) 


Solar capacity installed by geography and type of project (MW): Western MD: 2.3 MW (1.6 


MW single family, 0.4 MW multi-family, 0.3MW community); Capital Area MD: 11.4MW (4.2 


MW single family, 4.2 MW multi-family, 3.0 MW community, 3.0 MW strategic financing); 


Central MD: 34MW (9.7MW single family, 4.8MW multi-family, 3.5MW community, 16MW 


strategic financing); Southern MD:  1.5MW (1MW single family, 0.3MW multi-family, 0.2MW 


community, 0.3MW strategic financing); Eastern Shore MD: 5MW (2.3MW single family, 0.6MW 


multi-family, 0.4MW community, 1.7MW strategic financing) 


Storage capacity installed by geography (MWh): Western MD: 0.1 MWh multi-family and 


community projects; Capital Area MD: 8.2 MWh multi-family and community projects; Central 


MD: 28.4 MWh multi-family and community projects; Southern MD: 0.1 MWh multi-family and 


community projects; Eastern Shore MD: 1.0 MWh multi-family and community projects 


Climate and Air Pollution Benefits Outcomes: 


Clean Energy Generated (MWh in Year 5): Western MD: 3,045 MWh in Year 5; Capital Area 


MD: 19,104 MWh in Year 5; Central MD: 44,649 MWh in Year 5; Southern MD: 2,278 MWh in 


Year 5; Eastern Shore MD: 6,539 MWh in Year 5 
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Greenhouse gas emissions reduced and avoided by geography and type of project (short tons 


CO2e) in Year 5: Western MD: 6,401 tons CO2e all project types; Capital Area MD: 48,978 tons 


CO2e all project types; Central MD: 93,033 tons CO2e all project types; Southern MD: 4,776 tons 


CO2e all project types; Eastern Shore MD: 13,716 tons CO2e all project types 


Other air pollution reduced and avoided by geography and type of project (tons other air 


pollutants such as particulate matter, nitrogen dioxide, ozone, etc.): Western MD: 2.1 SO2 


avoided in short tons, 0.5 NOx avoided short tons all types of projects; Capital Area MD: 5.3 SO2 


avoided in short tons, 5.3 NOx avoided short tons all types of projects; Central MD: 12.2 SO2 


avoided in short tons, 0.4 NOx avoided short tons all types of projects; Southern MD: 1.2 SO2 


avoided in short tons, 0.4 NOx avoided short tons all types of projects; Eastern Shore MD: 2.9 


SO2 avoided in short tons, 0.7 NOx avoided short tons all types of projects 


Equity and Community Benefits Outputs: 


Number of households benefitting from projects by geography and type of project (#): 


Western MD #575 (326 single family, 205 multi-family, 45 community solar); Capital Area MD 


#4,215 (833 single family, 2,079 multi-family, 457 community solar, strategic financing 846); 


Central MD #9,516 (1,931 single family, 2,405 multi-family, 528 community solar, strategic 


financing 4,652); Southern MD #438 (198 single family, 138 multi-family, 30 community solar, 


strategic financing 72); Eastern Shore MD #1,359 (467 single family, 295 multi-family, 65 


community solar, strategic financing 533) 


Amount of household savings delivered by geography and type of project ($): Western MD: 


$703 (Total $1000, First 5 years), $499 single-family, $170 multi-family, $34 community, $0 


strategic financing; Capital Area MD: $3,805 (Total $1000, First 5 years), $1,277 single-family, 


$1,731 multi-family, $340 community, $456 strategic financing; Central MD: $7,864 (Total $1000, 


First 5 years), $2,959 single-family, $2,002 multi-family, $394 community, $2,510 strategic 


financing; Southern MD: $479 (Total $1000, First 5 years), $303 single-family, $115 multi-family, 


$23 community, $39 strategic financing; Eastern Shore MD: $1,297 (Total $1000, First 5 years), 


$715 single-family, $246 multi-family, $48 community, $288 strategic financing 


Workers trained by workforce development programs by geography: 650 Level 1 Trainees, 


700 Level 2/3 union, apprentices/journeypersons (statewide), 20 Level 4 Community College 


Solar Certification (statewide); Western MD: 75 workers Level 2/3 Training 


Apprentices/Journeypersons, prevailing wage by trade, plus benefits; 4 Level 4 Training 


Community College Certification/Credit Program (wages/benefits vary); Capital Area MD:  300 


workers trained Level 1 Training/NABCEP Certification $18.50 to start, benefits possible; 150 


workers Level 2/3 Training Apprentices/Journeypersons, prevailing wage by trade, plus benefits; 


4 Level 4 Training Community College Certification/Credit Program (wages/benefits vary); 


Central MD: 300 workers trained Level 1 Training/NABCEP Certification $18.00 to start, benefits 


possible;150 workers Level 2/3 Training Apprentices/Journeypersons, prevailing wage by trade, 


plus benefits; 4 Level 4 Training Community College Certification/Credit Program 


(wages/benefits vary); Southern MD: 75 workers Level 2/3 Training Apprentices/Journeypersons, 


prevailing wage by trade, plus benefits; 4 Level 4 Training Community College 
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Certification/Credit Program (wages/benefits vary); Eastern Shore MD: 75 workers Level 2/3 


Training Apprentices/Journeypersons, prevailing wage by trade, plus benefits; 4 Level 4 Training 


Community College Certification/Credit Program (wages/benefits vary). 


Projects executed using tools to promote good jobs and community benefits (e.g., Community 


Workforce Agreement, Community Benefits Agreement, Project Labor Agreement) by 


geography, project type (#): In the planning year, as MSFAP develops a project pipeline the 


MSFAP will incorporate Community Workforce Agreements, Community Benefits Agreements, 


Project Labor Agreements in all geographies/projects where it is appropriate.  Our coalition 


partner, MD DOL, will assist with these agreements. 


Investments in or in partnership with women- and minority-owned businesses by geography, 


type of engagement (e.g., investment in a business, partnership on a deal, procurement of 


services), type of project (# of businesses engaged) ($ of procurement costs):  MSFAP does not 


currently have named partners or sub-recipients as these partnerships will occur in the procurement 


processes, but will encourage and track partnerships and investments in the planning phase. 


Equity and Community Benefits Outcomes: 


Number of households with resiliency benefits by geography (#): 


Western MD: 


72 


Capital Area MD: 


937 


Central MD: 


4,636 


Southern MD: 


72 


Eastern Shore 


MD: 533 


 


Clean energy capacity owned by communities in direct ownership models by geography, type 


of project, type of community owner (household, community-based organization) and 


technology (MW, MWh): 


 Western Capital Central Southern Eastern 


Shore 


Household owners, Solar PV (MW) 0.8 2.1 4.8 0.5 1.2 


Community-based organization, 


Solar PV 


0.3 3.0 3.5 0.2 0.4 


Community-based organization, 


Storage (MWh) 


0.1 0.7 0.8 0.0 0.1 


Number of solar jobs created by geography: The MSFAP cannot speculate as to jobs created by 


geography at this point due to 2022 contractions in the solar market.ii  In most industries it is an 


accepted Bureau of Labor statistic standard that for every $1M of funding 11.3 jobs result.  MSFAP 


can anticipate at least 1,200 jobs will be created on that model.  MSFAP will look into this further 


during the planning year. 


Reduced disparities in energy burden between low-income and non-low-income households 


by geography ($): Disparities in energy burden between low-income and non-low-income 


households by geography will be impacted by reductions in energy costs. Western MD: $709 (Total 


$1000, First 5 years), $499 single-family, $170 multi-family, $34 community, $6 strategic 


financing; Capital Area MD: $4,067 (Total $1000, First 5 years), $1,277 single-family, $1,731 


multi-family, $340 community, $718 strategic financing; Central MD: $7,824 (Total $1000, First 
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5 years), $2,959 single-family, $2,002 multi-family, $394 community, $2,426 strategic financing; 


Southern MD: $449 (Total $1000, First 5 years), $303 single-family, $115 multi-family, $23 


community, $8 strategic financing; Eastern Shore MD: $1,100 (Total $1000, First 5 years), $715 


single-family, $246 multi-family, $48 community, $91 strategic financing. 


Increased wages for individuals working in solar energy by geography (%): Entry-level 


workers make from minimum wage at $13,25 to $17.08 in Maryland.  NABCEP Certified installers 


have a starting wage statewide of around $18.50.  Hourly wage for unionized workers at an 


apprenticeship level are $24 an hour and unionized journeypersons are upwards of $25-$35 


depending on their trade.  MSFAP anticipates that wages for all workers trained through this 


program will increase by at least $5 per hour and in most cases would include benefits.  Our 


partnership with MD DOL will help us track prevailing wages. 


Percentile wage estimates for Solar Photovoltaic Installers (www.bls.gov):  


Market Transformation Benefits Outputs: 


Grant funds deployed by type of cost (financial assistance, technical assistance, program 


administration) ($): Financial Assistance: $76,574,650; Technical Assistance: $21,106,350; 


Program Administration: $9,319,000. 


Financial assistance deployed by geography, type of cost (solar, storage, and enabling 


upgrades), type of financial assistance (e.g., subsidy, loans), type of project, type of 


technology ($): The MSFAP budget calls for $76,574,650 for investment statewide, and will 


determine how financial assistance will be deployed by geography, type of cost, type of financial 


assistance, type of project and type of technology in the planning phase. 


Total private sector financing mobilized, alongside projects funded directly by Solar for All 


by geography, type of project ($): The MSFAP will develop a statewide plan to mobilize private 


sector financing alongside projects funded by Solar for All in the planning year. 


Number of community-based organizations engaged by Solar for All services (e.g., technical 


assistance programs for solar deployment, education programs) by geography (#): Although, 


some partners have committed to participate others will be determined in the planning phase.  


Financial assistance deployed to consumers with limited credit history by geography, type of 


financial assistance, type of project, type of 


technology ($): MSFAP anticipates tracking 


consumers with limited credit history by geography 


as the project progresses.  Individuals with a limited 


credit history would likely be eligible for grants, 


low-cost loans, tax credits, etc. funded by SFA, 


unless private capital leverage is combined. MSFAP 


will develop and track this metric pending grant 


award. 


Market Transformation Benefits Outcomes: 
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Changes in net metering caps by geography by type of project (MW, %): The Maryland 


Public Service Commission tracks and reports on the status of the net metering allocation, 


annually. The 2022 report states “the current level of installed capacity, approximately 1,033 


megawatts (“MW”),1 is 34.4 percent of the eligible State cap of 3,000 MW.” The report 


summarizes the total amount of excess generation credit payouts by rate class for each of the 


utilities operating in Maryland, indicating approximately $5,154,797 of excess generation credits 


was paid to customers in the 12-month period ending April 30, 2022. * “Report on the Status of Net 


Energy Metering In the State of Maryland Prepared by the Public Service Commission of Maryland 


Prepared for the General Assembly of Maryland Under Public Utilities Article § 7-306(i) November 1, 


2022” 


Changes in interconnection timelines by geography (days): Interconnection timelines do vary 


by utility service territory in Maryland, for both ATI (authorization to install) and PTO (permission 


to operate) No specific source of data is available. Per installers, the current anticipated time frame 


for final interconnection is between 77 days and 6 months, with particular delays in Delmarva 


Power and PE territories. 


Changes in Solar Renewable Energy Credit (SREC) values by geography ($):  
Senate Bill No. 65 (SB 65) revised Maryland’s renewable energy portfolio standard (RPS), 


increasing the solar alternative compliance payment (SACP) which utilities must pay when they 


do not meet RPS requirements but decreased the percentage of energy that utilities must procure 


from Tier I renewable resources and from solar resources under the solar carve-out. By increasing 


the SACP, the law effectively increased the “price ceiling” for (SRECs), and therefore the likely 


price at which SRECs will sell. The SACP in 2012 was $80 per SREC and $60 per SREC for 2022. 


Before SB 65, the SACP was set to drop to $45 per SREC in 2023, then $40 in 2024 and $35 in 


2025. SB 65 increased these price ceilings to $60 per SREC in 2023 and 2024, and $55 in 2025. 


Distributed clean energy capacity deployed benefitting communities not directly financed by 


Solar for All by geography, type of project, type of technology, and recipient-type 


(households, community-serving institutions), type of community (low-income and 


disadvantaged communities, other communities) (MW, MWh): MSFAP was not able to 


ascertain this data in the time allowed for submittal of this application. This data will be obtained 


pending grant award requirements. 


Capital deployed to finance distributed clean energy capacity not directly financed by Solar 


for All by geography, type of project, type of technology, and recipient-type (households, 


community-serving institutions), type of community (low-income and disadvantaged 


communities, other communities) ($): MSFAP was not able to ascertain this data in the time 


allowed for submittal of this application. This data will be obtained pending grant award 


requirements.   


2. Meaningful Benefits Plan:  


Household Savings Benefit: The Maryland Rooftop Solar Coalition advises residential customers 


in the Baltimore area can save as much as $900 during the first year of ownership, and adding solar 


increases home values by approximately $15,000. MSFAP will require all projects funded to ensure 







Page | 11 MARYLAND Solar for All Program Application                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                            


all impacted households, including multi-family, mastered metered buildings will achieve a 20% 


minimum household savings, defined as 20% of the average household electricity bill in the utility 


territory.  It is projected that in many cases households will achieve a higher percentage of savings. 


Households without an individual utility bill will receive a direct non-financial benefit equivalent 


in value to the savings target in the utility territory.  This non-financial benefit will be determined 


during the planning phase.  Absolute Annual Household Savings Over Time (5 years of the 


program) is $14,148,324, with savings over the life of the solar systems estimated at over $100 


million. See Output and Outcomes Section for savings by geographic area.  MSFAP anticipates that 


these numbers will be refined in the planning year. 


The MSFAP will engage contractual service providers through a competitive bid process, to create 


and implement a feedback web portal and/or mail-in process to enable residential consumers, who 


have been identified as having benefitted from the use of SFA funds, to self-report on energy cost 


savings they are achieving throughout the grant reporting period. 


 


Equitable Access to Solar: The MSFAP strategy for financial assistance and project technical 


assistance is based on the strength of partnerships developed in creating the Coalition, which will 


be called on to enable equitable access to solar. The program will work directly with the LIDAC 


communities to build relationships and trust, bring financial assistance to LIDAC participants 


including grants, low-cost loans, leveraging of existing resources, assistance with credit issues and 


provide education around solar installation and benefits it can provide.  Financial partners, like 


MCEC, the Montgomery County Green Bank and the Climate Access Fund, will utilize the 


appropriate financial assistance based on the needs of the program participant. To increase 


equitable access to solar, MSFAP will implement outreach and education initiatives through 


engagement of several non-profit organizations to deploy a network of Community Navigators 


statewide who are trained in cultural competence and solar industry/installation/financial 


information. The Community Development Network of Maryland, Civic Works, Black Wall Street, 


LCV CHISPA and the Caucus of African American Leaders will provide channels through their 


networks to the MSFAP consumer target audiences. The Maryland Rooftop Solar Coalition and 


the Coalition for Community Solar Access industry organizations will serve among partners to 


facilitate outreach to installers.  


Resilience Benefits:  The MSFAP is committed to deliver resilience as an overarching program 


goal, and anticipates the program will deploy 37.8 MW hours of storage capacity. MSFAP program 


will involve Groundswell, and leverage MEA funds previously invested in feasibility studies to 


implement projects intended to increase the resiliency of the power grid by creating capacity that 


can deliver power to low-income and disadvantaged households and/or critical facilities serving 


low-income and disadvantaged households during a grid outage, particularly on community 


centers, veteran’s homes, senior centers, dialysis centers, shelters, etc.   


 


Household & Community Ownership Models: The MSFAP program is committed to 


deployment of solar with both household and community ownership models, and will support solar 


projects with equity for low-income and disadvantaged households and communities built into the 


financial model. MSFAP will invite project proposals for funding maximize ownership models to 


be supported by financing models that encourage ownership for participants.   
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Workforce Development and Entrepreneurship: The MSFAP program invests in high-quality 


jobs and businesses in low-income and disadvantaged communities by supporting union prevailing 


wages, investing in effective workforce training programs for underserved populations at the 


apprenticeship readiness and registered apprenticeships levels.  Programs at both levels have 


supportive services support including support of driver’s license attainment, food supports, 


transportation supports, tools, supplies and textbook supports and math remediation supports. 


MSFAP will also support the solar skill upgrade training at the existing journeyperson level so that 


current journeypersons can receive the training they need to accelerate the deployment of solar 


throughout the state.  MSFAP will work with all levels of training providers to ensure that 


graduates at the apprenticeship readiness level have access to moving into unionized 


apprenticeship with the free and fair option to join a union.  MSFAP anticipates working with local 


community colleges as well to incorporate their solar trade programs as another level of 


opportunity for those individuals looking to move to college credit/degree/certification programs 


that could move them toward management positions in the solar industry. 


Plans for Investing in MBE, WBE, HUB Zones: The MSFAP Coalition is committed to 


prioritizing equitable economic opportunities for women, veteran and minority-owned businesses 


and contractors and will award extra points for businesses in these categories during our 


procurement processes upon award.  MSFAP will also consider the HUB Zones in Maryland during 


our procurement processes upon award. 


Plans with Unions and Signatory Contractors who are Committed to “High Road” Labor 


Practices: MCEC reached out directly to the Baltimore-D.C. Metro Building Trades Council and 


met with the Joint Apprenticeship Training Committee (including Electrical Workers, Insulators, 


Boilermakers, Plumbers & Gas Fitters, Sprinkler & Steam Fitters, Roofers, Masons, Teamsters, 


Laborers, Bricklayers, Ironworkers, Sheet Metal Workers, Elevator Constructors, Painters, 


Operating Engineers and Carpenters) to invite them to participate in the MSFAP.  The Electrical 


Workers (IBEW) and Carpenter’s Unions signed up to do Solar Skills Training for both 


Journeypersons and Apprentices.  They have included an element of Math remediation as a 


supportive service in their apprenticeship element to ensure their success in the program. The 


programs have a high level of safety training embedded in them and all unionized 


apprentices/journeypersons are trained in OSHA 10/30 for their trade. MSFAP supports the “High 


Road” labor practices of unions and signatory contractors.  Wage and benefit practices from 


unionized registered apprenticeships are a path to wealth creation and a giant leap out of poverty 


for LIDAC populations. 


Program Income: Investments made through the program are anticipated to eventually generate 


some income for reinvestment. MSFAP will be better able to determine the amount as specific 


projects materialize during the planning phase, for funding and financing in the implementation 


phase. MSFAP will set goals for program income and parameters for future use, based on available 


grant resources and as specific investment strategies and programs are further defined. 


3. Distributed Solar Market Strategy  


Current Solar Market in Maryland: Policy and regulation currently enacted in Maryland is very 


conducive to the deployment of solar generation solutions for single-family roof-top, multi-family 
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ground and roof-mounted, and community solar generation. Overall, Maryland DHCD data 


indicates that there are over 447,863 low-income household units in Maryland that may be eligible 


to take advantage of the MSFAP assistance.iii 


In general, the state has enacted advantageous net metering policies and permits solar projects to 


be installed at scale up to 2 WM without requiring approval of the Maryland Public Service 


Commission. The Maryland Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) calls for 50% of the state's 


electricity generation to come from renewable resources by 2030, including a 14.5% carve out to 


come from solar resources by 2028. “Net metering is available statewide until the aggregate 


capacity of all net-metered systems reaches 3,000 MW. This limit was raised from 1,500 MW by 


S.B. 407 in 2021. The aggregate limit on net metering was 34.7 MW prior to the 2007 


amendments.”1 


Net Metering Policies: Maryland net metering guidelines are outlined in Maryland Code §7-306 


and COMAR 20.50.10. To qualify for net metering, energy systems must have a capacity of less 


than two megawatts (MW) or should not exceed 200 percent of the owner's annual baseline 


electricity consumption. In accordance with these regulations, Maryland's electric utilities and 


cooperatives are obligated to grant net metering access to all eligible customers. 


Interconnection Processes: The regulations for electrical grid interconnection in Maryland can 


be found in the Code of Maryland Regulations, specifically under "COMAR Title 20. Public 


Service Commission Chapter 20.50.09." These regulations, which pertain to Small Generator 


Interconnection Standards, were most recently revised in 2018. In order to qualify for 


interconnection, the maximum allowable nameplate generation capacity is set at 10,000 kilowatts 


(kW). Implementing contractors are required to guide customers through the interconnection 


process and make technical assistance available to help navigate any challenges.  


Renewable Portfolio Standard: Maryland Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) aims to 


acknowledge and foster the advantages linked to a wide range of renewable energy resources. The 


state RPS Program accomplishes this by acknowledging the positive impacts on the environment 


and consumers brought about by renewable energy.  


Within the RPS Statute, renewable energy sources are categorized into Tier 1 and Tier 2, and the 


RPS Program mandates that electricity suppliers must fulfill a specified minimum portion of their 


retail electricity sales using these sources. The program's execution hinges on the generation, sale, 


and exchange of Renewable Energy Credits (RECs). Any renewable energy credits generated 


through a system installed under the Solar for All Grant will benefit either the system owners or 


tenants, depending on the financials for each project. 


 


Third-Party Ownership: Maryland law does permit third-party ownership models through forms 


of power purchase agreements and subscriptions via community solar. MSFAP will fund projects 


that utilize such ownership models by funding and financing Community Solar and Community 


 
1 Source: DSIRE 


https://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program/detail/363#:~:text=Net%20metering%20is%20available%20statewide,prior%20to%20the%202007


%20amendments. 



https://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program/detail/363#:~:text=Net%20metering%20is%20available%20statewide,prior%20to%20the%202007%20amendments

https://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program/detail/363#:~:text=Net%20metering%20is%20available%20statewide,prior%20to%20the%202007%20amendments
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Solar Projects with battery storage to serve the program target audiences and achieve cost savings 


over the grant period and beyond. The MSFAP will take advantage of these conducive policies by 


utilizing more than 75% of the overall grant budget to invest in funding and financing projects in 


all three target markets. The Funding & Financing Work Group will be charged with the creation 


and implementation of strategies to attract more private capital investment to address market 


demand for all of the above-referenced market sectors to achieve grant related target outcomes. 


The Outreach & Education Work Group will be involved to build awareness and drive the adoption 


of those strategies by consumers. 


 


Interconnection Process: While the timing of interconnection can result in delays for project 


deployment in Maryland, this is more of an issue for utility scale systems then the residential scale 


systems proposed to be funded through the MSFAP. There are places where the line capacity may 


be a barrier for rapid deployment, but MCEC and the Maryland Environmental Service (MES) will 


be available through the MSFAP to work with utilities and mitigate such circumstances whenever 


possible for installers who come up against the challenge. Contractors, have expressed frustration 


with the occasional delay in interconnection timing as it impacts project financing, and the MSFAP 


is planning to address this barrier with SFA funding. 


Understanding of Jurisdictional Nuances: In Maryland, the installation of solar panel systems, 


whether on the roof, elsewhere on the house, or on adjacent land, must be carried out by a certified 


home improvement contractor. Additionally, the person responsible for connecting these solar 


panels to the electrical box or grid is obligated to possess an electrician's license issued by the local 


jurisdiction in which the property is situated. Additional requirements, documentation, and 


timelines vary by jurisdiction. 


Regarding barriers to solar deployment in Maryland, land use advocates particularly in rural areas, 


have been driving land use policy adoption intended to restrict larger scale solar projects. This 


creates a challenge to success for certain community solar projects. As part of the MSFAP strategy 


Maryland Clean Energy Center will work with the Maryland Department of the Environment 


(MDE), Maryland Energy Administration (MEA), University of Maryland Environmental Finance 


Center, and local governments to identify sites that are desirable for community solar development; 


and will engage the Climate Access Fund along with Groundswell among others working on 


community solar deployment to work around this barrier and finance installations to serve the 


target audience. 


Single-family Market: DHCD Data indicates there are approximately 252,000 low-income 


single-family homes that may be eligible for funding assistance to make enabling upgrades and 


deploy solar through the MSFAP.2 To date, residential roof-top solar has been adopted by 


homeowners in every utility service area of Maryland. Much of the residential market served to 


date however, has not been low-income households, and while the state has provided grant funding 


and incentives to drive consumer adoption only the Montgomery County Green Bank has offered 


a solar financing opportunity through their Advance Solar loan program. 


 
2 Department of Housing and Community Development Database, 2023 
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The Maryland Department of Housing & Community Development has invested significant 


federal Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) funds to make enabling improvements on 


residential properties owned and occupied by low-income consumers in disadvantaged and 


underserved communities. The agency estimates over 1000 units have been made solar-ready and 


those units have been identified as first priorities for solar installation through the MSFAP. 


The Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) and Montgomery County Green Bank have partnered 


to implement the Clean Energy Advantage (CEA) residential loan program to help consumers 


finance eligible energy efficiency measures. Since its launch in March of 2022 the program has 


over 122 loans valued at over $1.170M have been financed as of September 30, 2023, resulting in 


over 227,895 kWh of energy savings and the associated GHG reduction. The loan processing 


infrastructure in place for this program could be adapted for solar loans. The Solar Energy Loan 


Fund (SELF), a Coalition Partner with the MSFAP, has a very successful track record of managing 


private capital leveraged with public capital to offer affordable loans to fund enabling 


improvements and solar installations for low-income households. Their program model allows for 


a tiered subsidy which may be a model MSFAP could implement using SFA funds. 


Civic Works, Green & Healthy Homes Initiative, and Building Change have all submitted 


proposals for hands-on consumer engagement for project implementation of enabling upgrades, 


solar, and solar with storage, linked to a workforce development strategy operating in some of the 


most underserved areas of Maryland. During the planning year MSFAP will determine the scope, 


scale and type of investment best suited to address this target audience working with Coalition 


Partners. 


MSFAP will investigate third-party ownership financing models for this market sector and will 


focus outreach education efforts to engage this audience. The MSFAP Coalition will work with 


relevant stakeholders and coalition partners, over the course of the first six months following award 


notification, to implement investment strategies designed to facilitate solar deployment benefitting 


low-income single and multifamily households through both direct and third-party ownership 


models. To ensure the program will be accessible to a diverse audience throughout the state, MCEC 


will work directly with the Maryland Veteran’s Affairs Administration to facilitate project 


development that will benefit veterans housed in state-managed facilities, as well as with operators 


of nursing homes and organizations that manage housing for homeless or special needs populations 


to catalyze project design and planning, eligible for future financing and funding in out years. 


MCEC will utilize Climate Catalytic Capital (C3) Funds to leverage and extend available federal 


funding for these types of projects. 


Multi-family Market: DHCD data indicates 228,579 low-income multi-family residential 


household units are eligible for SFA funding.3   Funding, financing, technical support and outreach 


to address this market segment through the MSFAP will be overseen by the Maryland Department 


of Housing & Community Development. MCEC will manage a fund to provide low-cost bridge 


loan funding to help bridge a gap in cash flow while tax credits are being processed, which has in 


the past been a barrier to the success of projects in the market sector.   


 
3 Department of Housing and Community Development Database, 2023 
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Markets for Community Solar & Community Serving Solar & Storage: The Maryland 


community solar program is an ideal vehicle for achieving the objectives of the EPA’s Solar for 


All initiative, specifically in its ability to leverage private capital to deploy clean energy while 


delivering lower energy costs and economic revitalization to communities that have historically 


been left behind. Maryland has established program infrastructure and market demand coupled 


with the major programmatic move toward requiring significant participation by those that would 


benefit from it most.  


Maryland has a mature community solar market, originally enabled through legislation that passed 


in 20154 which established a pilot program. The pilot has held annual capacity allocations since 


2017 – with set amounts distributed by each investor-owned utility and further separated into 


various “capacity buckets” differentiated by project size and location as well as the type of 


customers served.  There is currently about 120 MW of community solar capacity operating in 


Maryland, and nearly 400 MW that is either reserved (under development) or waitlisted in the pilot 


program due to the pilot’s capacity limits.5  


The pilot will become a permanent program at the end of 2024 due to legislation that passed in 


early 20236. The permanent program will accelerate the deployment of community solar in 


Maryland over the coming years, and it will also ensure that disadvantaged and underserved 


residents and communities will directly benefit from the projects being deployed. In the permanent 


program, projects must allocate at least 40% of capacity toward low-or-moderate income 


customers, and ensure those participating customers receive bill savings.7 The permanent program 


also incorporates consolidated billing, which is consumer-friendly and allows for greater flexibility 


for lower-income customers to benefit from community solar in addition to other benefits from 


state or federal energy aid programs.  


The permanent program has no capacity limits other than the state-wide net metering capacity cap 


of 3,000 MW 8, of which about one-third has been met, leaving nearly 2,000 MW available for 


community solar and net metered projects. In addition to new community solar project 


development -which the passage of the 2023 legislation has already begun driving in the state 


projects that were stuck in the pilot queue or waitlist can become operational in the permanent 


program.  


While community solar in Maryland is rapidly growing and evolving into one of the most equitable 


markets in the country, it is not without its challenges. Several counties in Maryland have 


implemented policies prohibitive to the development of ground-mounted solar projects, due 


 
4 Maryland. HB 1087 (2015). Found here: 
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB1087?ys=2015rs 
5 Each investor-owned utility is required to track program applications. The PSC has links to each utility’s website 
where individual capacity data can be downloaded. See here: https://www.psc.state.md.us/electricity/community-
solar-pilot-program/ 
6 Maryland. HB 908 (2023). Found here: https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0908 
7 HB 908 (2023) requires a minimum of 10% discount associated with the credit rate for low-to-moderate income 
subscribers of community solar projects in the permanent program. 
8 PUA §7-306.8d. Found here: https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gpu&section=7-
306&enactments=True&archived=False 
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largely to concerns associated with aesthetics or competing agricultural interests. This has in turn 


created bottlenecks for interconnection due to congestion on the grid in areas where permitting is 


more reasonable.  


Fortunately, projects between 2-5 MW fall under the Public Service Commission (PSC) 


jurisdiction which means they can avoid some of the more challenging county-level ordinances. 


In addition, efforts are underway at the PSC to address grid constraints and outdated utility 


protocols, and decision-makers at the highest level of state government are discussing strategies 


for overcoming the county siting challenges. In addition, there are limited state tax incentives (only 


available through 2025) for projects that allocate at least 50% of capacity for low-or-moderate 


income customers, and that use agri-voltaics or are installed on a rooftop, brownfield, parking 


facility canopy, landfill, or clean fill.  


Maryland’s Regulatory Frameworks that Support Community Solar Deployment: 


Feedback from Coalition for Community Solar Access, which represents the majority of 


community solar industry actors in Maryland and has robust familiarity with the market, 


indicates community solar is the most scalable market vehicle for reaching underserved 


residences and benefiting low or low to moderate income customers that don't own their 


home/residence. Even for those in a multi-family residence, a project located onsite is unlikely to 


be large enough to benefit all of its tenants. Community solar also stands alone as the most cost-


effective tool for reaching the most customers given it can leverage economies of scale (and 


locational siting). 


Due to legislation, the Maryland community solar program is about to move toward requiring 40% 


of every project be dedicated to low or low to moderate-income customers and/or those located in 


disadvantaged and underserved communities. While projects will already be required to include 


those customers, Solar for All funding will be used to:  


1. Increase the level of benefit each subscribing customer receives (beyond a 10% bill 


discount currently required); 


2. Increase the level of participation (beyond 40% of capacity) for each project; and 


3. Support the siting of projects in "preferred" locations that benefit disadvantaged 


communities. 


Increasing the Bill Savings for Community Solar LI Subscribers: Currently, the community 


solar program requires LMI customers to receive at least a 10% bill savings (tied to a 10% 


discount of the credit rate) through their subscription to a community solar project. Solar for All 


funding will be provided as a grant to increase that level of savings for each subscriber. 


• Using a "pass-through" analysis and an example, assuming the credit rate is $0.10/kWh. 


Today the customer has a 10% savings rate so the developer is keeping 90% of the credit. For 


the developer to drop their portion to 80% they'd need a 10% incentive, or $0.01/kWh to 


make up the difference, which is approximately $13,000/MW/year. 


• Using a real example, in Maryland, the credit rate varies by utility and customer class. For 


BGE residential customers, the pre-local tax credit rate is $0.14435. To increase customer 
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savings by an additional 10% (for example, from 10 to 20%) the projects need 


$0.014435/kWh of additional incentive to compensate ($18,765.5/MW/year, which is $93-


125 a customer, assuming 150-200 households per MW). 


Increasing the LI Participation in each Project: Currently, the Maryland community solar 


program requires every project to allocate at least 40% of its capacity to LMI subscribers. Solar 


for All funding will be used to increase the capacity above 40%.  


• Estimates indicate that projects would need $0.03/kWh for incremental capacity. 


• For example, at 50% LMI, a project would get $0.03/kWh * 10% of capacity, at 72% LMI 


project would get $0.03/kWh * 32% of capacity.  


• The $/kwh should be translated to a capacity (per watt) incentive so units aren’t confusing, so 


MSFAP could swap $0.03/kWh out and put in $0.039/Wdc instead). 


Funding Projects on "Preferred" Locations: Projects on rooftops, and especially those located 


(on rooftops or not) in urban areas are more expensive than typical community solar projects. Solar 


for All funding will be used as a grant opportunity for applicants looking to locate projects in 


disadvantaged communities or other underserved areas. This should be on a case-by-case basis 


given that costs could differ by project. The MSFAP will work with local governments to identify 


and deploy projects on appropriate and desirable sites serving low-income households within rural, 


urban and suburban jurisdictions. 


4. Financial Assistance Strategy:  


The MSFAP is carefully developing an approach to the funding and financing aspect of the 


proposed program that is efficient, leverages other funds and maximizes solar deployment but also 


takes into consideration how these financial resources can be best used to remove barriers to 


adoption and facilitate program longevity. The MSFAP intends to utilize a variety of types of 


financial assistance strategies to achieve the goal of impacting 10,000 plus households and 


delivering the measurable benefits desired. The MSFAP Coalition, industry advisors and partners 


will utilize time allowed for a planning period to further refine the specific financing strategies and 


delivery processes to best serve the various target markets prioritized in this plan. 


The MSFAP has committed to using 75% of the EPA grant funds awarded for financing and 


funding deployment of solar and solar with battery storage. The Maryland Energy Administration 


(MEA) and the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) have committed a total of $5,049,650 as 


a match to potentially $75,000 in EPA Solar for All grant funds, for a total investment in this budget 


category of $80,049,650. 


Target Markets, Maximizing Impact and Leveraging Resources: Regarding criteria for 


deciding which projects will be funded and/ or receive financial assistance, MSFAP has budgeted 


$76,794,247 in SFA funding, from an overall program budget of $107,000,000, approximately 


71% of available funds dedicated to support deployment of residential rooftop, residential serving 


community solar, and associated storage installations. The following target market audiences and 


project types have been identified for funding or financial assistance in this category: 
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SINGLE-FAMILY LOW-INCOME OWNER OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL: MSFAP 


budgeted $19,303,650 to provide low-cost financing to assist a target of 3,754 owner-occupied 


single-family residential consumers with enabling upgrades and solar installation. The percentage 


of grants and loans available to this market will be adjusted based on income as a percentage of 


AMI, so that the lowest income residential property owner is assisted at a greater scale. DHCD has 


verified there are 1,000 units currently weatherized and solar-ready through their programs.  Of 


the overall available funding detailed above, $5M contributed by MEA will be dedicated 


specifically to serve low-income single-family households. MSFAP will connect with the 


Maryland Department of Human Resources to identify and implement outreach customers who 


are currently receiving LIHEAP and bill payment assistance a priority target audience for solar 


deployment using SFA funds. 


MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL: MSFAP funding will be deployed to provide access to cost 


savings from solar for residents that do not own their home or unit in a multi-family property, 


through various community solar project models on rooftops, ground-mounted and on canopy 


structures, including some proposed for development by local government partners on local 


government properties, intended to serve low-income residents in Justice 40 communities. MSFAP 


has budgeted $26,000,000 to address this market sector with priority for funding and financing 


given to those properties verified to have been through DHCD weatherization programs and are 


solar-ready. Funding and financing to serve this market sector is projected to impact approximately 


5,100 households in this market sector, over the grant implementation period. 


Through MSFAP, MCEC also intends to expedite deployment by making low-cost capital available 


in the form of loans to landlords to help with cash flow in project construction until they are able 


to claim tax credits. 


As the State’s Housing Finance Agency, the Maryland Department of Housing and Community 


Development (DHCD), is uniquely positioned to lead the MSFAP to design, administer and ramp 


up the Solar for All (SFA) program for multi-family housing projects. DHCD’s mission is to work 


with partners to finance housing opportunities and revitalize great places for Maryland citizens to 


live, work, and prosper. Energy programs are a critical component of the agency’s approach to 


providing safe and affordable housing, encouraging quality and good-paying jobs, and reducing 


State-wide greenhouse gas emissions and their effects on climate change.  


DHCD already possesses the partnerships and infrastructure for delivering funding and financing 


to limited income households and affordable housing properties across the State, administering a 


total of $168M in energy and rehab funding per year. To date, DHCD has successfully delivered 


energy-saving benefits to over 54,000 of the State's most vulnerable families. Solar funding will 


be deployed through the same funding channels to eligible housing applicants. 


Over the next three years, DHCD plans to provide energy retrofits to over 60,000 limited-income 


households. These same households are automatically income-eligible for SFA benefits, and they 


will already be energy efficient, and come pre-assessed for on-site solar capacity. DHCD expects 


that approximately 20% of the households could benefit from on-site solar energy production; all 


others can be considered income-qualified participants for community solar subscriptions. With 
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this strong pipeline of qualified households and its network of local weatherization agencies 


serving all counties, DHCD will be able to successfully help the MSFAP meet the goals of the 


Solar for All Program.  Specifically, DHCD will: 


● supply a pipeline of at least 1,000 single-family buildings that are ready for on-site solar. 


● design, administer, deploy, and monitor the funding and technical compliance for all MF 


projects, to benefit around 3,600 housing units 


● coordinate with all entities included in this application for outreach, workforce development 


and technical assistance 


● refer all clients that are not eligible for on-site solar to the organizations providing community 


solar. 


COMMUNITY SOLAR & COMMUNITY SERVING SOLAR with STORAGE: MSFAP 


will take advantage of recently enacted regulations shifting the state community solar program 


from a pilot to permanent, and has budgeted $ 26,490,592 in funding to serve this market sector 


within the MSFAP plan. To facilitate delivery of outcomes the Climate Access Fund (CAF) will 


manage project financing.   


This funding will be utilized to support an estimated 15 projects resulting in a total of 7.5 MW of 


community solar, and community serving solar with storage projects serving low-income 


households and projects that serve as resilience hubs, or provide power to residential facilities 


serving special needs consumers through a solar system. MSFAP intends to use the funding 


budgeted for this consumer sector to impact approximately 7,228 household units. The MSFAP 


anticipates investment of grant funds will facilitate approximately 37 MWh of storage capacity 


installed in association with funded solar projects. Consumers subscribed to benefit from SFA 


funded systems, per state law must benefit from the minimum annual cost savings and any system 


owner/ operator will be required to verify those savings. Groundswell has agreed to make its 


subscriber management platform available to the MSFAP project to assist with this task for up to 


10,000 households enrolled. In implementation, this service will be part of the MSFAP plan to 


ensure customers receive a minimum annual household savings benefit of 20%, directly or 


indirectly. 


Serving Special Needs Populations: The MSFAP has included a budget of $5,000,000 with a 


desire to facilitate community solar deployment to serve low-income, disadvantaged, underserved 


audiences housed in critical facilities and residential facilities; including seniors, veterans and 


special needs populations which will benefit from solar projects designed to provide costs savings 


and/or an aspect of resilience. MCEC will manage this investment fund which may be deployed 


in the form of grants, revolving loans or equity investments; leveraging funding from its Climate 


Catalytic Capital (C3) Fund to assist. The Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs has identified 


projects at the two agency-run hospital facilities where community solar could help keep costs 


down for the residents, with any excess generation potentially serving more affordable power to 


residents in neighboring low-income communities as an example project priority. The MSFAP 


intends to further develop specific criteria to allow financial assistance for associated storage and 
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enabling upgrades to maximize the number of households served and other associated meaningful 


benefits. With limited funding available to serve a significant demand, it is anticipated that the 


MSFAP investments in storage will be limited to those projects multi-family projects, and those 


that provide a community resilience aspect. 


Use of Leveraging for Upgrades:  Bridge loans and guarantees may be particularly helpful to 


assist with project development and remove roadblocks to deployment for underserved audiences 


in addition to direct loans, indirect loans, equity investments and grants. The MSFAP wants to 


consider how it can help address the volatility currently being experienced in the Maryland SREC 


market with a loan guarantee program, and how an affordable bridge loan could find projects that 


would likely have a cash flow delay because of the time it tax credits to be paid in many larger 


scale solar transactions. MCEC also has the statutory authority to issue green bonds and could play 


a central role in raising capital to support SFA project investment through this capability, and along 


with other Coalition Partner green bank organizations including, Montgomery County Green Bank 


(MOCO) and the Climate Access Fund (CAF) will focus on engaging other capital providers to 


achieve the desired outcomes of the MSFAP. Working with lenders who bring private capital to 


lending strategies, and using external capital sources to increase available funding as much as 


possible is one element of the MSFAP plan to maximize the number of households benefitting 


from funds awarded and that SFA funds invested complement but don’t duplicate other capital 


sources. The MSFAP will utilize and leverage all federal and state funding, tax incentives, etc. 


prior to utilizing any funding for enabling upgrades.  Our coalition partner DHCD administers the 


federal WAP funding in Maryland and will ensure that projects that need to have enabling upgrades 


will utilize that funding prior to utilizing Solar for All funding. MSFAP will continue to develop 


procedures and definitions of enabling upgrade criteria in our planning phase. DHCD will leverage 


its existing infrastructure for issuing grants and loans. This includes access to close to $100M 


annual funding for rehabilitation and energy efficiency work. By leveraging $150M of pre-existing 


energy efficiency and rehab funding ($55M for SF, $95M for MF), MSFAP will not have to utilize 


the SFA program expenditures in those categories and can allocate all program funds towards solar 


activities only. All funds can be issued through a combined project scope and the same financing 


vehicle, enabling comprehensive projects that maximize savings. 


State/Federal Level Programmatic Leverage: 


MSFAP will leverage existing federal and state programming to ensure that the benefits of Solar 


for All dollars expand as far and as fast as possible into Low Income/Disadvantaged Communities.  


The current list of programs available are listed below: 
● Maryland Clean Energy Capital Program (MCEC) 


● Maryland Property Assessed Clean Energy (MCEC) 


● Maryland Clean Energy Advantage (MCEC) 


● EmPower Low Income (DHCD) 


● EmPower MEEHA (DHCD) 


● LMI Community Solar Program (MEA) 


● Resilient Maryland and Resiliency Hub Program (MEA) 


● LMI EE Program and Low-Income Solar Program (MEA) 


● Solar Canopies (and Dual Use) Program (MEA) 
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● Clean Energy Rebate Program (MEA) 


● Energy Storage Grant Program (MEA) 


● EARN Workforce Training (MD-DOL) 


● Energy Assistance (Maryland Department of Human Services)  


 


Alignment with Upcoming Federally Funded Programs: 


● Clean Communities Investment Accelerator/Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (EPA - MCEC) 


● Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBG) (DOE - MEA) 


● Climate Pollution Reduction Grants (EPA- MDE) 


● IRA Homes and Electrification Rebates (DOE - MEA) 


● Residential Energy Efficiency Loan Program (DOE - MEA - Implemented by DHCD) 


● 40101(D) Grid Resiliency (DOE - MEA) 


● SolarApp - grants to local governments for solar permit streamlining (DOE- MEA) (Awarded) 


● Building Resilience in Communities (FEMA – MDEM) 


 


Addressing Barriers to Adoption: A frequent need for roof and electrical upgrades, distribution 


and transmission infrastructure upgrades, and other market timing barriers were identified by 


stakeholders during the grant preparation process. The MSFAP will align solutions to the needs 


identified during the program planning period called for in the proposed timeline for delivery in 


attempting to address those barriers with associated mitigation strategies, including: 


• The need for roof, electrical and efficiency upgrades for low-income owner-occupied and 


multi-family residential properties would be mitigated by allowing up to 20% of project costs 


to be funded and/or financed to cover those costs. Those improvements would be identified as 


part of the overall project plan to be approved by a program manager before contractors can 


begin work on the project to benefit from SFA funding. 


Sub-awards may be made to certain project developers who deliver whole home improvements 


including enabling upgrades with solar, and a workforce development aspect of their work. 


• SREC valuation is unpredictable and production incentives are declining in Maryland 


according to installers. MSFAP may elect to implement loss guarantees to offset the volatility 


and create a less risky environment for private lenders to operate. 


 


• Interconnection wait times can present a challenge to installers who may find that delays 


affect long-term financing. MSFAP may elect to implement a low bridge loan fund as a 


revolving financial tool to assist developers working with DACs and low-income households 


with SFA funds. 


 


• Cash flow for project development is impacted by the lag in time between project completion 


and the realization of the benefit of tax credits as part of project equity, and the potential to 


invest in multiple projects simultaneously. MSFAP may implement a low-cost revolving 


bridge loan fund to help cover the gap and expedite projects that would otherwise not be 


achieved during the delay. 
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• Lack of funds for pre-development costs can be a significant barrier for disadvantaged 


communities and community serving non-profit organizations to be able to move a project 


from a vision to completion. MSFAP may implement a project development revolving loan 


fund which would help address this need. Funds could be rolled into the final project 


financing costs and the fund repaid for future project applicants. 


 


• Installers have advised that requiring prevailing wage and Buy American for small residential 


projects will be a significant barrier to industry participation, and there is concern about the 


availability of PV panels and equipment with the demand anticipated from SFA funding 


awards in the future. MSFAP is not requesting a waiver of these requirements but is asking 


EPA to consider this concern since it will likely increase the per installation cost reducing the 


overall potential program impact and cannot be addressed by the grantees otherwise. 


 


Use of Funds for Enabling Upgrades: The MSFAP will develop and implement strategies, 


policies, processes and protocols to ensure no more than 20% of overall financial assistance for 


the lifetime of the program is used for enabling upgrades. This will require certain verifications to 


be obtained from project developers and some element of M&V, either for every project and/or 


with random inspections of contractor work in the field. Contractual services will be obtained by 


the MSFAP through open solicitation for these services as deemed necessary. 


Long Term Program Impact: To ensure program longevity and market transformation beyond 


the grant period, the MSFAP will also engage various consultants, capital providers, lending and 


program management partners to crowd-in more private investment for program delivery and long-


term impact. Credit enhancements and loss coverage will be used to ensure interest rates are kept 


to a minimum, and consumer privacy protections are in place. Grant and lending amounts invested 


will be directly linked to incomes with the lowest income consumers eligible for a greater 


percentage of grants and higher income consumers participating in MSFA with a greater debt-to-


grant eligibility ratio. 


 


MSFAP Coalition Partner, non-profit Green & Healthy Homes Initiative (GHHI) will assist the 


development of strategies to integrate affordable housing into program operations, and offer on 


best practice guidance for contractors working with low-income homeowners. GHHI will also 


advise MSFAP Coalition and partners on how investment of funding and financing can be best 


used to maintain affordability of existing housing stock, advance anti-displacement policies and 


avoid rapid price increases as a result of measures implemented. 


Supporting Operations, Maintenance and Recycling of Assets: The Maryland Department of 


the Environment (MDE) and MEA will provide technical guidance, programmatic efforts, and 


enabling policies to support the MSFAP to successfully manage ongoing operations, maintenance, 


and recycling of the assets funded under the program for the lifetime of the assets. Maryland will 


also leverage tools from the EPA, such as the EPA’s Solar Photovoltaic Waste Estimation Tool, and 


other resources from the EPA Hazardous Waste Program and EPA Sustainable Materials 


Management Program and corresponding Maryland efforts.  


Under the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) passed into law in 2022, the Maryland Commission 


on Climate Change (MCCC) chaired by the Maryland Department of the Environment Secretary, 



https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2022RS/bills/sb/sb0528E.pdf
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is now charged with developing proposals that allow the state to reach that target by 2031, and 


“net zero" by 2045.   


The MCCC Solar Photovoltaic Systems Recovery, Reuse, and Recycling Working Group, a sub-


committee of the Commission, is currently engaged in statute-directed research and analysis, with 


plans to report its findings and recommendations on the following to the MCCC and the Maryland 


General Assembly, a directive which in part includes:   


● Review solar photovoltaic systems currently used in the state, including: examining the 


expected economically productive life cycle of the systems; identifying materials that can be 


recycled or that exhibit any characteristics of hazardous waste under state or federal law; and 


estimating the potential impacts of disposing of the systems in the state's landfills.  


● Identify ongoing and recent studies related to solar photovoltaic systems recycling, life-cycle 


analysis, and end-of-life programs.  


● Review other programs and industry-approved best practices for managing end-of-life solar 


photovoltaic systems and their components.  


● Perform an economic analysis to determine the potential impact of solar photovoltaic systems 


recovery, reuse, and recycling on ratepayers;  


● Perform an impact assessment to examine the environmental impacts of various PV systems' 


end-of-life scenarios;  


● Analyze whether financing mechanisms are necessary to ensure proper end-of-life 


management of solar photovoltaic systems; and recommend financing mechanisms that best 


support a circular economy approach.    


● Examine and recommend the infrastructure needed to develop a practical, effective, and cost-


efficient method for collecting and transporting end-of-life solar photovoltaic modules for 


reuse, refurbishment, recycling, or disposal. 


Additionally, the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) has engaged the University of 


Maryland Global Campus in a series of two projects to generate background research for use by 


Maryland State agencies and key stakeholders; including: 


• Processing reusable solar modules, capacity for silicon-based solar module storage and reuse 


without repair 


• Siting concerns of a PV module repair facility at a PV recycling plant, and 


• Siting a recycling facility for unserviceable silicon-based PV Modules in the Mid-Atlantic.  


 


The outcomes of these efforts will help support MSFAP in efforts to support the recycling of assets 


that have reached their useful life in the future.  


 


Conducting Audits of Assets to Ensure Operations & Maintenance is Performed:  As part of 


the grant compliance process, MCEC and procured site engineers and auditors will conduct an 


audit of assets throughout the grant timeframe to ensure that operations and maintenance is 


performed. MSFAP anticipates that these audits will be ongoing throughout the life of the program. 
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5. Project-Deployment Technical Assistance Strategy:  


MSFAP has included $6,974,650 of the overall budget in funds requested to support communities 


and other solar market stakeholders by providing project-deployment technical services. This will 


be achieved through service agreements with partner organizations as well as access to software 


platforms and advisory assistance for project design, engineering, permitting and interconnectivity. 


Certain technical assistance needs may be identified through the planning process envisioned to 


occur in the first year of the funding plan timeline.  


MCEC will provide resources through the Procurement & Technical Assistance division to offer 


efficient, cost-effective centralized procurement to source the technical expertise, products, 


equipment, services, software tools and any other contractual services competitively procured from 


for-profit vendors. MCEC will also manage a portion of funding in relation to Workforce 


Development to provide grants, subsidies, reimbursements and loans for tuition and wrap-around 


services supporting low-income workforce program participants and trainees.  


Utility partners will be among advisory stakeholders engaged by MCEC through the Planning & 


Technical Assistance Workgroup through MSFAP to facilitate cooperation between industry, 


contractors and consumers and reduce barriers to success. Solar industry, Consumer Advocates 


and Community Development organization representatives will also be involved in the planning 


and delivery of MSFAP objectives. 


The following non-profit technical assistance partners and service providers will be engaged to 


assist coalition partners with data collection and reporting on grant deliverables, outputs and 


outcomes related to project deployment: 


Center for Climate Strategies (CCS), a global non-profit research and development organization; 


implements smart, shared solutions to climate change, economic development, social equity, and 


sustainability. CCS provides broad experience and expertise for all levels of government and 


economic sectors with a successful track record in the US and developing regions. CCS will serve 


to lead the MSFA Planning & Technical Assistance workgroup and provide technical assistance to 


the MSFA team; including determination of outcome metrics tracking, data management for 


efficient and effective program design and reporting 


 


Maryland Department of Housing & Community Development (DHCD), will lead the 


delivery of the deployment strategy in the multi-family housing arena. 


 


Green & Health Homes Initiative (GHHI), a non-profit organization; nationally recognized for 


outstanding consumer advocacy and work to implement cost-saving energy improvements to the 


affordable housing market; will bring technical assistance for solar developers, implementors and 


financiers along with a tool kit on braiding federal and utility funding and comprehensive solar 


assessment tool for implementers. 


 


Technical Support Using IT Tools and Programs: SolarAPP+: Over the last few years, the 


National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) has developed a computer program (SolarAPP+) 


that is able to review routine residential solar rooftop applications and determine if they meet 


applicable building and electrical codes. The program can be customized for each AHJ, but retains 
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the basic functional review capability. Adoption of SolarAPP+ will allow for the timely review 


and approval of solar PV project building and electrical permits by automating the process, while 


still allowing localities to include items of specific concern.  Over time this will allow for a 


reduction in the cost of permitting, thus reducing the “soft costs” associated with solar 


installation.  The system will help with the high volume, low difficulty reviews associated with 


permitting a solar energy system on a residential property.  This program, suggested by 


representatives of the solar industry, builds on a successful pilot implemented in Montgomery 


County is slated for permanent adoption.  


 


Maryland Energy Administration (MEA), will fund SolarApps+ using $3.9M in DOE grants to 


make the software platform available and provide technical training support for code officials and 


permitting officers, and will do training for local officials. MEA will provide grants to local 


government AHJs, or possibly to an overarching organization that will provide subgrants. Funds 


may be used for IT systems integration, training, project staffing, and other necessary functions 


required to implement SolarAPP+, based on the unique needs of each AHJ.  MEA, in association 


with the MSFAP, anticipates providing subgrants between $40,000 and $200,000 per jurisdiction, 


depending on population and the presence of Justice40 communities, with Justice40 communities 


being eligible for greater incentives and additional support. A total of 40 to 60 grants or subgrants 


are anticipated.   


 


Groundswell, through the MSFAP, will provide access to its SHAREPOINT subscriber 


management software platform to enable the uniform collection of subscriber data, and cover all 


reporting and benefit delivery needs across as many as 10,000 MSFA assisted customer accounts. 


 


Technical Assistance for Efficient Deployment: MCEC, on behalf of MSFAP, will use 


competitive solicitation and award processes to engage contractual service providers as deemed 


necessary and appropriate to support the delivery of the program, during the planning and 


development period through the phase of program delivery. The following eligible organizations 


have also been included among Coalition Partners to provide specific technical assistance to help 


achieve grant deliverables:  


 


Maryland Environmental Services (MES), an instrumentality of the state, has a stellar track 


record of project development and delivery in waste, water and solar project management and 


delivery. As part of the MSFAP plan to ensure a sound project engineering; post-construction 


inspection and quality control process is in place, MES will be available to assist with MSFAP 


project design, siting, engineering, construction & interconnection support, as well as to support 


MCEC with performance measurement & verification associated with reporting of grant 


deliverables. MES will assist MCEC with auditing of assets and ensuring operation and 


maintenance is performed.  


Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), will act as a technical advisor to help ensure 


habitat and land use standards are met, and associated greenhouse gas reductions are applied to 


state goals.  


 


University of Maryland Environmental Finance Center (UMD EFC), will deliver 


comprehensive services to help build the local capacity of Maryland communities to plan, fund, 
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and implement solar projects and community-based solar outreach campaigns. UMD EFC will 


take a community-first approach in designing and delivering this assistance, working alongside 


communities to address their solar energy adoption challenges and encouraging them to take the 


lead in identifying priorities and opportunities for engaging residents in solar solutions. Through 


direct technical assistance, education and training, community outreach and engagement, and 


resource and tool development, the UMD EFC will mobilize resources to help communities 


advance their solar initiatives. 


Maryland Department of Labor (MDOL) will lead MSFAP coordination of workforce 


development activity and training programs. MDOL will advise on the investment of MSFAP 


program funds to ensure effectiveness of programs and the achievement of desired outcomes. The 


agency will also help bridge the various local workforce development boards with the MSFAP 


activities, and track metrics related to reporting for the grant investment. 


 


With regard to the MSFAP plan to develop the necessary workforce our partners include training 


program operators already operating successfully demonstrated training models. Those 


organizations will be engaged to train over 650 individuals to be ready to sit for NABCEP 


examinations, and to obtain licenses in the future as credentialed apprentices and journeypersons. 


MSFAP will fund those training providers to work specifically with individuals from low-income 


and disadvantaged communities for career pathways and job placements as performance metrics. 


MSFAP will be working directly with the Baltimore-D.C. Metro Building Trades Council and 


their Apprenticeship Directors through their regional, statewide and local trade unions to provide 


Solar Installation trade-specific training to apprentices and journeypersons. This skills upgrade 


training will provide the trained workforce needed to quickly prepare the trades, particularly the 


IBEW and the Mid-Atlantic Carpenters, to quickly deploy this level of skilled worker through their 


signatory contractors throughout the state.   


MCEC envisions the Planning & Technical Assistance and Workforce Development Workgroups 


will be engaged when grant award notices are announced, due to the need to provide opportunity 


for the largest number of participants to complete the two-year NABCEP and the seven-week, 


union specific IBEW’s PV Solar Online Electrical Training (300 apprentices/300 journeypersons) 


and the Carpenter’s UBC Solar Training Program (100 apprentices and journeypersons). 


Workforce development programs will start with funding in year one, following the execution of 


appropriate contracts and agreements. Having our coalition partner MD DOL oversee the program 


will ensure that Good Job Principles, Multi-Sectoral Partnerships and Job Quality best practices.  


MSFAP is encouraging the use of Project Labor Agreements, Community Benefit Agreements, 


prevailing wage and Registered Apprenticeship requirements throughout our projects. 


6. Equitable Access and Meaningful Involvement Plan:  


The MSFAP plan has identified strategies to address each of the key areas of focus desired in 


relation to the use of EPA SFA funds. Some of the specific processes and procedures necessary 


for implementation will be designed for implementation by the various workgroups, and approved 


by the oversight committee or MCEC Board of Directors if needed. 
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Plan for Participatory Governance & Partnerships: Members of the MSFAP Coalition have 


created a governance structure, illustrated below, which is envisioned to facilitate participatory 


governance, and community engagement in the planning and implementation phases of the grant.  


 


Governance will be led by an Oversight Committee, which reports through MCEC staff to the 


MCEC Board of Directors appointed by the Governor with fiscal and operational management 


responsibility. MSAFP will also engage workgroups, to include representatives of state and local 


government, community leaders, industry, labor, utilities, program managers, and capital 


providers, including: Workforce Development, Funding & Financing, and Outreach & 


Education. These workgroups will deliberate and create implementation strategies, processes and 


parameters. The Planning & Technical Assistance workgroup, using input from the others, will 


be engaged to track outcomes and outputs, manage measurement & verification and provide 


technical support to achieve grant deliverables.  


 


 
 


Meaningful Engagement & Community Involvement Strategy: Numerous partners who were 


engaged in the pre-application process undertaken by MCEC have agreed to participate in work 


groups, and others who are interested may be involved in the future. To successfully achieve 


future outcomes related to educating and engaging communities on the benefits of solar energy, 


and facilitating community involvement in program design and operations, the MSFAP will 


engage the Center for Energy & Environmental Justice & Health (CEEJH) and the 


Environmental Finance Center centers housed at the University of Maryland, and collaborate 


with trusted community-based organizations like the LCV CHISPA, Community Development 


Network of Maryland, NAACP and the Caucus of African American Leaders can be 


compensated through the MSFAP to facilitate outreach through their significant networks. Those 


same organizations will take part in efforts to ensure representatives of low-income and DACs 


will be involved in MSFA program design and operations. 


 


Outreach to Native American Communities in Maryland:  The MSFAP Coalition is currently 


reaching out to the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs, the Native American Indian Resource 


Information Center—Maryland Area, and numerous other tribe-affiliated organizations in 


Maryland to be included in Maryland into the Solar for All program. 
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Customer Acquisition Strategy to Maximize Breadth & Diversity of Solar Deployment: The 


MSFAP plans to serve eligible households and communities across the entire state in urban, sub-


urban and rural areas. Outreach and education efforts will be overseen by a workgroup focused 


on creating messaging, web content and collateral materials with culturally appropriate and 


translated to remove language barriers. Lending programs to be delivered for single-family 


household consumers through the MSFAP will be available statewide, multi-family projects will 


likely be implemented more in urban and suburban areas, and community solar projects planned 


will serve renters and special needs populations. 


 


Plan for Income Verification and Coordinating with Needs-Based Utility Assistance 


Programs: The MSFAP program will be following the same policies and procedures utilized 


through DHCD because they manage the DOE WAP Funding in the state.  Weatherization funding 


requires that all applicants upload income verification/documentation into the Hancock Energy 


Software systems.  These documents are then reviewed and approved through the system. The 


income verification process follows DOE WAP regulations and is very strict. The Maryland 


Department of Human Resources Office of Home Energy Programs (OHEP) provides energy bill 


assistance to low-income households in the State of Maryland. The MSFAP will consult the office, 


and work with local government public assistance agencies, to identify eligible needs-based 


households that might benefit from SFA funded improvements. Coalition partners already working 


on delivery of home energy improvement programs, combined with community based on the job 


workforce training will be funded to assist with MSFAP implementation. 


7. Program Planning Timeline and Workplan Narrative:  


PHASE 1 PLANNING YEAR: 


July 2024-June 2025 Administration/Program Development  


• Work with EPA on grant agreements and MOUs 


• Establish payout processes, sign up for drawdowns with EPA 


• Hire program staff 


• Research and implement industry best practices with technical assistance partners 


• Establish robust Governance/Oversight Committee and Workgroups (with representation from the 


public, LIDAC leadership, etc.) 


• Hold initial stakeholder launch meeting and monthly Workgroup and Oversight Committee 


meetings 


• Initiate public communication/public comment 


• Develop a program communications plan 


• Develop definitions, policies procedures, regulations, processes, procedures, contract and reporting 


templates for use of funds, overall grant management & reporting 


• Vet, select, develop partnership agreements with CBO/NPO implementers 


• Identify shovel ready projects for initial deployment 


• Draft and execute sub-awardee agreements as needed 


• Solicit financial/funding partnerships and implementation plans 


• Develop funding leveraging options/processes with financial partners 
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• Develop technical assistance partnerships, needs assessment and implementation plans 


• Develop site visit/auditing processes and procedures 


• Establish parameters and processes to be implemented in relation to consumer protections  


• Develop RFPs for all procurement processes and run procurement processes for necessary services 


and contracts 


• Report progress to the EPA quarterly or as needed/requested 


July 2024-June 2025 Workforce Development Training Implementation  


• Work with CBO/NPO partners on MOUs, objectives, processes, procedures 


• Review Uniform Guidance, regulations, required reporting statistics, documentation 


• Conduct site visits 


• Review results/deliverables as program progresses 


• Implement Training Levels 


➢ Level 1 Training Apprenticeship Readiness/NABCEP Certification 


➢ Level 2 Training Unionized Apprenticeship Solar Training—IBEW/Carpenters 


➢ Level 3 Training Unionized Journeyperson Solar Training—IBEW/Carpenters 


➢ Level 4 Training Community College for credit/certification Solar Training 


• Report progress to the EPA quarterly or as needed/requested 


July 2024-June 2025 Technical Assistance Implementation 


• Work with CBO/NPO Technical Assistance partners on MOUs, objectives, processes, procedures 


• Review Uniform Guidance, regulations, required reporting statistics, documentation 


• Review program best practices 


• Review program plan and change as advised 


• Report progress to the EPA quarterly or as needed/requested 


September 2024-June 2025 Outreach and Education Implementation 


• Work with CBO/NPO partners on MOUs, objectives, process, procedures 


• Review Uniform Guidance, regulations, required reporting statistics, documentation 


• Hire and train Community Navigators on processes, solar installation education, financing 


education 


• Set up and launch MSFAP webpages for internal and external access 


• Create content and translate outreach materials as needed 


• Plan outreach events for the year 


• Conduct site visits 


• Report progress to the EPA quarterly or as needed/requested 


September 2024-June 2025 Shovel Ready Program Implementation 


• Complete RFP selection process for contractors/installers 


• Review the determined shovel-ready projects with the Governance/Oversight Committee 


• Work with Technical Assistance/Financial Assistance teams to determine project viability 


• Conduct public comment/review 


• Initiate shovel ready programs 


• Conduct site visits 
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• Report progress to the EPA quarterly or as needed/requested 


• Begin planning phases for PHASE 2 project implementation in 2025/2026 


PHASE 2 IMPLEMENTATION 2025/2026 


• Hold quarterly Oversight Committee and Workgroup meetings 


• Implement Finance & Funding Programs and Investment Strategies 


• Implement Workforce Development Training Programs and Initiatives 


• Implement Outreach and Education Programs and Initiatives 


• Implement Technical Assistance Programs and Initiatives 


• Review the determined shovel ready projects with the Governance/Oversight Committee 


• Work with Technical Assistance/Financial Assistance teams to determine project viability 


• Conduct public comment/review 


• Initiate shovel ready programs and conduct site visits 


• Audit prior years’ work 


• Report progress to the EPA quarterly or as needed/requested 


PHASE 3 IMPLEMENTATION 2026/2027 


• Hold quarterly Oversight Committee and Workgroup meetings 


• Evaluate all efforts to date and adjusts strategies as needed. 


• Continue to Implement or Adjust Finance & Funding Programs and Investment Strategies 


• Continue to Implement or Adjust Workforce Development Training Programs & Initiatives 


• Continue to Implement or Adjust Outreach and Education Programs and Initiatives 


• Continue to Implement or Adjust Technical Assistance Programs and Initiatives 


• Review the determined shovel ready projects with the Governance/Oversight Committee 


• Work with Technical Assistance/Financial Assistance teams to determine project viability 


• Conduct public comment/review 


• Initiate shovel ready programs and conduct project site visits 


• Audit prior years’ work and report progress to the EPA quarterly or as needed/requested 


PHASE 4 IMPLEMENTATION 2027/2028 


• Continue Workforce Development Training Programs 


• Continue Outreach and Education Programs 


• Continue Technical Assistance Programs 


• Review the determined shovel ready projects with the Governance/Oversight Committee 


• Work with Technical Assistance/Financial Assistance teams to determine project viability 


• Conduct public comment/review 


• Initiate shovel ready programs and conduct project site visits 


• Audit prior years’ work and report progress to the EPA quarterly or as needed/requested 


PHASE 5 IMPLEMENTATION 2028/2029 


• Continue Workforce Development Training Programs 


• Continue Outreach and Education Programs 


• Continue Technical Assistance Programs 


• Review the determined shovel ready projects with the Governance/Oversight Committee 
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• Work with Technical Assistance/Financial Assistance teams to determine project viability 


• Conduct public comment/review 


• Initiate shovel ready programs and conduct site visits 


• Audit prior years’ work and report progress to the EPA quarterly or as needed/requested 


• Grant close out and reporting period with EPA 


Steps and Milestones to implementation: MSFAP has developed our program timeline in 


phases to ensure that deliverables are met at each stage.  MSFAP anticipates starting several 


elements of the program during the planning phase as things progress and will adapt to changes 


as needed.  The situation will be assessed on notice of award to determine if certain steps can be 


implemented to not delay shovel ready projects that can commence with an influx of capital. 


Planning Period: MSFAP plans on our planning period to occur from July 2024 to June 2023, 


but will move it up as the project progresses if needed. 


Refining the Program: MSFAP will work with their technical assistance and financial 


assistance partners to constantly review process and procedures and adapt the program in 


response to the solar market. 


Planning Partnerships: MSFAP’s planning partners are listed in ATTACHMENT H. 


DOE National Community Solar Partnership technical expertise and capacity building 


services: MSFAP has outreached to several of the technical expertise and capacity building 


partners on the list from the EPA. NREL reviewed our submission data and sent us a Letter of 


Support for the MSFAP project. 


8. Program Administration Narrative:  


a. Budget Narrative:  


Budget Narrative: Overview 


Narrative Description 


Finance & 


Funding 


Workforce 


Dev 


O&E  Planning & 


Tech 


Support 


Admin Total 


Budget 


       


SFA $75,000,000  


 


$9,473,000  


 


$4,500,000   $5,183,000  


 


$5,844,000  


 


$100,000,000  


MEA $5,000,000       $5,000,000  


MCEC   $49,650    $385,000   $1,565,350    $2,000,000  
       
Overall MSFAP Grant Admin 


9.03% $3,475,000     


 


$5,844,000   $9,319,000  


Subtotal of Available Funds for 


Implementation $76,574,650  


 


$9,473,000  


 


$4,885,000   $6,748,350   $-     $97,681,000  


Projected Implementation Budget $76,574,650  


 


$9,473,000  


 


$4,885,000   $6,748,350   $-     $97,681,000  


Administration $3,475,000     


 


$5,844,000   $9,319,000  


Total Budget $80,049,650  


 


$9,473,000  


 


$4,885,000   $6,748,350  


 


$5,844,000  


 


$107,000,000  


Federal Ask: $100,000,000 
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Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) Match:  $5,000,000 


Maryland Clean Energy Center Match: $2,000,000 


Total Project Budget: $107,000,000 


Funding Allocated to Funding and Finance: $80,049,650 


Administration Allocated to Funding and Finance: $3,475,000 


Funding Allocated to Technical Assistance (Administration, Workforce Development, Outreach and 


Education, Planning and Technical Support:  $26,950,350 


Workforce Development Allocation of Funds: $9,473,000 


Outreach and Education Allocation of Funds: $4,885,000 


Planning and Technical Support Allocation of Funds: $6,748,350 


Administration Allocated to Technical Assistance: $5,844,000 


Administration Budget Narrative Details: 


Personnel:  Total Personnel $2,429,340 over 5 years 


• Creates 5 new staff positions, 1 Program Director, 1 Program Mgr., 1 Program Asst., 1 


Bookkeeper and 1 Communication/Outreach Asst. with market rate salaries for like positions. 


• Two existing staff, charged out 20% of time to the grant—Grant Compliance Officer and 


Equity and Outreach Director; Five existing staff will be charged out 10% of time to the 


grant—Executive Director, Industry Relations Mgr., Dir. Of Procurement, Procurement Mgr. 


and Communications Dir. 


Fringe:  Total Fringe $728,802 


• 5 new staff, 30% average Fringe Rate, 7 existing staff, 30% average fringe rate, calculated 


based on their percentage on grant 


Travel:  Total Travel $16,482 


• Local Mileage at 0.655 Federal Rate—200 miles per month 


• Conference Expenses 2 events/3 staff persons for allowable costs (airfare, per diem, hotel) 


Equipment: Total $0 


Supplies: Total $73,550 


• Office supplies $250 per month 


• New staff laptops/software/hardware 5 staff at $2,500 each 


• Copies/Printed Material $300 per month 


• Postage $25 per month 


• Cell phone stipend for new staff 5 at $75 monthly 


• Cell phone stipend for existing staff at a percent of $75 per month per month 
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Contractual: Total $1,824,514 


• Annual Single Audits $20,000 each 


• IT Support $453 per month 


• Accounting/Controller Services 20 hours per month @ $150 


• Accounting Software/INACCT $1,000 per month 


• HR support services $800 per month first 6 months, 20% per month after 


• Legal support services 25% of FTE @$100 per hour 


• Reporting, Site Service Auditing, Engineering Reviews as billed 


• Rent $1,100 per month average at $3.50 per square foot 


Total Other:  $97,681,000 


• Workforce Development Subawards $9,473,000 


• Technical Assistance Subawards $6,748,350 


• Outreach and Education Subawards $4,885,000 


• Financial Assistance Subawards $76,574,650 


MCEC is not claiming indirect charges from the grant, and has calculated indirect for potential 


future subrecipients in both the Financial Assistance and Technical Assistance buckets. Indirect 


charges total 4.56% of the grant funding. 75% of the funding is being used on the Financial 


Assistance side of the grant and 25% is being used on the Technical Assistance side. MCEC will 


only use 9.3% for overall MSFAP administration. 


Funding and Financing Partnership: MSFAP Coalition has prepared a budget which 


maximizes use of grant funds for project funding and financing, identifies significant state and 


private capital investment as leverage against the funds requested by the applicant. Various 


financing strategies will be identified and crafted for deployment including; direct lending, 


indirect lending, credit enhancements, guarantees, equity investments, subordination agreements, 


tax credits and incentives. MCEC and MCGB do have bond issuance capability that could be 


utilized depending on the overall funding and financing strategy which will be developed during 


the planning period. MSFAP will support projects that serve target markets with specific 


financial tools to enable minority owned small businesses to more easily finance projects and 


enter the marketplace within DACs. MSFAP partners are engaging capital providers to create 


leveraged investment opportunities associated with the grant. MCEC, MCGB, CAF, FSC First 


and SELF are participating in NCIF and CCIA applications and intend to utilize funding 


available through those vehicles, if possible, to support delivery of MSFAP strategies. As 


intended sub-recipients of MSFAP funding for direct deployment of capital CAF, MCGB and 


DHCD will utilize innovative financing structures and seek to braid capital as loans, guarantees 


and grants with renewable energy credits, tax credits, and incentives through PPA and third-party 


ownership financing structures. MCEC will be responsible to ensure SFA funds are deployed in a 


timely and efficient manner to achieve grant deliverables, and that funds are deployed in a 


prudent manner for necessary costs. 
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b. Fiscal Stewardship Plan:  


Reducing Fraud and Waste: As MSFAP lead, MCEC is committed to reducing waste and 


fraud, and has processes in place to for whistleblower and confidential reporting within the 


structure and polices of the organization. MCEC is required to comply with state ethics laws and 


will implement procedures to control conflicts of interest in relation to SFA grant expenditures. 


MCEC is Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) compliant and required by statute 


to prepare independently audited financial statements prepared annually, which are available at 


www.mdcleanenergy.org. An independent audit will also be prepared in relation the use of 


MSFAP federal grant funds annually, pending award. 


Ensuring Compliance: MCEC, as the lead applicant in Maryland’s Solar for All program, will 


meet the following requirements in 2 CRF 200.332 (b) and (d). MSFAP will: Evaluate each 


subrecipient's risk of noncompliance with Federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and 


conditions of the subaward for purposes of determining the appropriate subrecipient monitoring 


including:  the subrecipient's prior experience with the same or similar subawards; the results of 


previous audits including whether or not the subrecipient receives a Single Audit; whether the 


subrecipient has new personnel or new or substantially changed systems; and the extent and 


results of Federal awarding agency monitoring  


Administrative and National Policy Requirements: MSFAP intends to honor Build America, 


Buy America (BABA) as well as Davis-Bacon and Related Acts (DBRA).  MSFAP is aware that 


there will be changes to this legislation moving forward and MSFAP will stay on top of those 


changes and implement them rigorously.  MSFAP will also honor URA, NHPA and Justice40.  


The NOFO also indicates that NEPA will not apply to projects funded by Solar for All. 


Consumer Protections: The MSFAP will comply, and screen to ensure that all capital providers 


and contractors comply with Maryland laws protecting consumers in the program, this includes 


COMAR sections: 12.106,12.303, 12.314, 12.901, 12.903 and 12.904. Guardrails will be 


established through contract agreements and reporting requirements implemented with installers 


and other contracted service providers as part of efforts by MSFAP to combat predatory lending 


and to ensure household savings materialize for program beneficiaries. MSFAP will require 


compliance with COMAR regarding unfair trade practices, including sections 13.301 and 


14.1302, and all sections of Maryland Home Improvement and Licensing Law. MSFAP will 


publish grievance procedures and processes for consumers to direct complaints or concerns 


directly to the Oversight Committee and MCEC staff, as well as to the Maryland Home 


Improvement Commission.   


Revolving Loan Funds/Financial Management Plan for Program Income: The MSFAP does 


envision deploying SFA grant funds in the form of revolving loan funds, leveraging state and 


private capital in a manner designed to achieve the desired outcomes of the program. The Maryland 


Clean Energy Center will develop eligibility guidelines, application and approval processes to 


purpose funds it manages through RLF models. MCEC funds deployed in combination with 


MCEC investments will be overseen by the MCEC Finance Committee and or the C3 Fund 


Investment Oversight Committee. The MSFAP Funding & Finance Workgroup will develop 


eligibility guidelines, application and approval processes to purpose all other SFA funds, with 



http://www.mdcleanenergy.org/
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approval from the Oversight Committee, sub-awardees may manage additional revolving funds. 


Program income generated from SFA supported RLF investments will to allowed for reinvestment 


under the terms and guidance applied to the original investments and considered toward the 


MSFAP goal to achieve program longevity. 


c. Reporting Plan:  


As MSFAP lead, MCEC will prepare quarterly and annual financial and workplan deliverable 


reports throughout the grant program period, including evidence and evaluation of outcomes and 


results achieved for each period and cumulatively. MCEC will develop and distribute grant 


reporting templates and forms to be distributed to and submitted by sub-awardees and 


contractors engaged to achieve grant deliverables and/or responsible for the use of grant funds. 


Personnel hours, rates and overhead will be tracked in association with hours for defined grant 


expense categories, equipment costs and payments for services rendered and all grant fund 


recipients will be required to submit invoices, receipts and evidence of expenses incurred to 


receive funding. The MSFAP Oversight Committee will approve expenses and budgets, along 


with drawl schedules in negotiating contracts for sub-awardees and contractors associated with 


the use of grant funds.   


Grant Reporting Requirements to Achieve Expected Environmental Outputs & Outcomes: 


MCEC through their Grant Administration and Compliance Officer has 10 years of experience 


executing and reporting upon deliverables for state and federal awards. Her role in the grant 


administration will be to ensure grant compliance for the pass-through entity and all sub 


awardees of the MSFAP. MCEC, as the lead applicant in Maryland’s Solar for All program, will 


meet the following requirements in 2 CFR 200.303.: 


• Establish and maintain effective internal controls over the Federal award  


• Comply with the U.S. Constitution, Federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and 


conditions of the Federal award 


• Take reasonable measures to safeguard protected personally identifiable information and 


other information designated as sensitive  


MSFAP will also follow 2 CFR 200.329 including oversight/monitoring; reporting on program 


including completing non-construction performance reports; construction performance reports; 


significant developments, including problems, delays, or adverse condition and favorable 


development in schedules, lower cost, etc.; and site visits. During a planning phase MSFAP will 


create a plan to integrate program evaluation activities into the reporting plan, including assessing 


effectiveness and efficiency in achieving outputs and outcomes.  These evaluations will follow 


EPA Order 1000.33 including supporting EPA: Relevance and Utility; Rigor; Independence and 


Objectivity; Transparency; Ethics and Equity.  MSFAP will invest program capacity in performing 


program evidence and evaluation activities and will communicate those details through State of 


Maryland networks, the MCEC Board of Directors, MCEC Annual Report and statewide 


communities at large.  The coalition partners and Governance Oversight Committee will be tasked 


with helping to ensure that program developments and achievements are communicated in media, 


social media and formal reporting documents.  Special efforts will be taken through the use of 
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Outreach and Education Navigators to ensure that LIDAC communities are communicated with in 


a culturally competent way and in the language of their choice. 


9. Programmatic Capability and Environmental Results Past Performance:  


MCEC has a demonstrated programmatic capability and environmental results in almost 15 years 


of performance. MCEC has leveraged over $185M in private capital with $13.3M in public 


funding in achieving its mission. The instrumentality has successfully deployed and leveraged 


federal funding to implement clean energy and energy efficiency measures, including over $30M 


in private capital leveraged with DOE ARRA funds, as a pass-thru grant from MEA, through the 


Maryland Home Energy Loan Program; which ran from 2011 to 2017. The financing program 


provided affordable lending capital for over 4,400 homeowners to make improvements and 


resulting in significant energy conservation, contractor job hours, and GHG emission reductions. 


See ATTACHMENT F.  Tables I-V. Cumulative indicators of MCEC capability and performance. 


Past Performance and History of Meeting Reporting Requirements: Additional past MCEC 


responsibility for the management and reporting of federal fund, includes: 


USDA Forestry Service Grant/Cooperative Agreement with Maryland Department of 


Natural Resources to manage State Wood Energy Team MCEC successfully completed the 


deliverables and managed the outcomes per the agreement as sub-recipient to Md. DNR using 


staff specifically hired to support this work, with $212,000 in FY  22 -23 and an additional grant 


of $240,000 awarded to extend the work in FY 2024. MCEC met all reporting requirements for 


this grant, per the agreement in a timely manner. 


EDA MEIA Grant MCEC has successfully completed certain deliverables and managed the 


outcomes, per performance period to date, associated with this award Direct award of $750,000 


in grant funds covering a three-year period from FY22-24, to support subsidiary entity Maryland 


Energy Innovation Accelerator (MEIA) with climate tech commercialization. MCEC has met all 


reporting requirements for this grant, necessary to date per the agreement in a timely manner, 


and will submit a final report prior to the deadline at grant period end September 2024. 


DOE Mid-Atlantic PACE Alliance MCEC participated as part of a cooperative three state 


alliance to successfully accomplish the required deliverables and outcomes per this grant 


agreement. MCEC provided all accounting and reporting requirements for this grant to Virginia 


Dept of Mines, Minerals & Energy as grant manager, per the agreement in a timely manner. 


MCEC has entered into grant and loan agreements using millions of dollars in various sources of 


state funds, successfully accomplishing the expected deliverables (outputs and outcomes), 


accountability, and submission of final technical reporting under these agreements.  MCEC has 


been able to, or is in the process of, successfully completing and managing all of these grant 


agreements using hired staff and contractual services.  


Organizational Experience: Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) was created by the state 


General Assembly in 2008 and has been operating as a statewide green bank since 2009. MCEC 


is overseen by a Board of Directors, appointed by the Governor and approved by the Maryland 


Senate. MCEC works at the leading edge of clean energy and decarbonization as a bridge 


facilitating partnerships between industry, utility academia, government and consumers. MCEC 
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employs full time staff and contractors to deliver on its mission, and is represented by counsel 


through the office of the Maryland Attorney General. The center operates direct and indirect 


lending and financing programs to assist homeowners, commercial property owners, municipal 


and institutional customers implement clean energy and decarbonization measures and building 


improvements as well as clean transportation solutions.  As a neutral third-party entity in the 


marketplace, MCEC plays the role of convener and technical advisor, and has a demonstrated track 


record of successful outreach and education activity in addition to valuable procurement, project 


management and contract for services experience. Since 2010, through various funding and 


financing programs, MCEC has leveraged over $185M in private capital using $13.3M in public 


funds to deploy clean energy measures and improvements as part of the state decarbonization 


strategy. MCEC outreach and education capabilities are evident in numerous successful large-scale 


events, speaker series, webinars, training programs and roundtables hosted to engage stakeholders 


and facilitate productive working partnerships. MCEC will launch and manage the Climate 


Catalytic Capital (C3) Fund with $15M of state funding, available over three years during the grant 


period, which can be used as leverage with EPA SFA grant funds. MCEC is a member of the 


Coalition for Green Capital and CDFA, and leads a collaborative group of green bank 


organizations working across EPA Region 3. MCEC has been included as a transaction partner in 


numerous applications for EPA GGRF NCIF and CCIA funds, and is investigating ways to 


leverage DOE Loan Program office funds to support various investment strategies.  


 


MCEC KPI Impact Metrics: 2023 Annual Report Data is included in ATTACHMENT F to 


illustrate the key performance indicators and meaningful benefits of MCEC organizational 


experience in project financing, procurement and technical assistance as well as outreach and 


education activities.  


Staff Expertise: MCEC operations are supported by a combination of full-time staff and 


contractual services, with plans to expand its staff in the future. Key personnel involved with the 


MSFAP proposal are listed below: 
 


I. Katherine Magruder, Executive Director 


With over 34 years of experience managing government offices and organizations focused on 


sustainable economic development in Maryland at the state, local and municipal government levels 


throughout her career, Ms. Magruder has been at the forefront of clean energy economic 


development and industry relations and in the role of Executive Director of MCEC since its 


inception in 2009, leading programs and investment to facilitate access to capital, tech 


commercialization, industry relations and community outreach & education. She has successfully 


managed millions of dollars in federal grant funds from Departments of Commerce, Transportation 


and Agriculture as well as state loan and grant funds. Ms. Magruder will serve in the chief 


administrative and management role for all SFA grant related activity. 
 


Amy R. Gillespie, Grant Management & Compliance Officer 


Ms. Gillespie has 15 years of significant experience working with and managing public funds, 


grants and grant reporting in her role as Executive Director for a 501c3 workforce development 


and vocational rehabilitation non-profit for the labor movement.  She led grant-funded workforce 


training programs in trade related fields for over ten years, has knowledge and ten years of 


experience with compliance and reporting related to federal and grant funding. She will serve as 


the point of contact and resource for grant partners and sub-recipients. 
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Dorothy Kolb, Controller 


Dorothy Kolb is an operations and finance executive with over 20 years’ experience in the sports, 


media and creative/marketing agency space including production, operations, and finance roles at 


CBS Sports, FOX Sports, NBC, Scripps Networks and CBS Radio as well as a foundational 


accounting start with Deloitte in NYC. She will serve at the Controller for the project. 
 


Steven Cowan, Chief Investment Officer 


Steven Cowan is a veteran energy corporate finance professional with over 20 years of experience 


focused on the energy and renewables sectors. He has executed over 80 debt, equity, and M&A 


transactions globally valued at more than $15 billion. In addition, he has significant expertise in 


originating, structuring, managing, and executing complex transactions. 
 


Ben Rupert, Director Procurement & Technical Assistance Support 


Ben Rupert has over 15 years of experience developing, creatively financing, and implementing 


clean energy projects and programs working in both the public and private sectors, He has unique 


experience developing collaborative procurement solutions to implement cost-effective clean 


energy projects. Ben has provided technical support and leadership for a wide array of energy 


projects, including energy efficiency, combined heat and power, microgrid, energy storage, and 


renewable energy systems including solar, wind, renewable natural gas (RNG), and biomass. 
 


Sabrina Bachman, Communications Director 


As MCEC’s Communications Director, Sabrina is responsible for marketing and communications 


strategies to help MCEC meet its mission to advance the adoption of clean energy, and energy 


efficiency products, services and technologies. She will assist the project with communications 


and digital media. 
 


Pamela Powers, Government & Industry Relations Manager 


Pamela Powers joined the Maryland Clean Energy Center team in 2017. As MCEC’s Government 


& Industry Relations Manager, she plans, develops, and executes a proactive government affairs 


strategy to meet the Center’s mission and objectives.  Pamela has years of service working in the 


Maryland General Assembly. She provides project management support and monitors policy, 


legislation and regulation for the organization.  
 


Aziz Kamulegeya, Clean Energy Advantage Program Manager 


Aziz Kamulegeya comes to MCEC from the commercial real estate finance industry, where he 


spent the last 12 years helping develop several lending and investment platforms providing solid 


support from finance, accounting, audit, tax, management, regulatory and technological 


perspectives. He the Clean Energy Advantage (CEA) Loan Program, which provides affordable 


financing to Maryland home owners looking to complete residential energy efficiency projects. 


Limunga Mingo, Procurement Manager 


Limunga Mingo was born and raised in Cameroon and moved to the US after high school. She 


received a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering and M.S. in Engineering Management (Cost and 


Finance Engineering) from The George Washington University. She specializes in managing 


technical projects and is often working to create or refine processes to streamline operations. She 


is fluent in French and has worked across various technical fields for foreign companies.  
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Future Staff: TBD, Equity Outreach & Engagement Manager:  Hiring in Process; TBD, MSFAP 


Program Director:  To be hired pending grant award; TBD, MSFAP Program Manager: To be 


hired pending grant award; TBD, MSFAP Bookkeeper: To be hired pending grant award; TBD, 


MSFAP Administrative Assistant: To be hired pending grant award; TBD, MSFAP 


Communication/Outreach Assistant:  To be hired pending grant award. 


 
 


i Western Region in MD comprised of Garrett County, Alleghany County, Washington County 
Capital Region in MD comprised of Frederick County, Montgomery County, Prince George’s County 
Central Maryland comprised of Anne Arundel County, Baltimore City, Baltimore County, Carroll County, Harford 
County, Howard County 
Southern Maryland comprised of Calvert County, Charles County, St. Mary’s County 
Eastern Shore in MD comprised of Kent County Queen Anne’s County, Cecil County, Talbot County, Caroline County, 
Dorchester County, Wicomico County, Somerset County, Worcester County 
ii https://www.seia.org/research-resources/solar-market-insight-report-2023-
q3#:~:text=With%20nearly%2012%20GWdc,the%20first%20half%20of%202023. 
iii Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development database, 2023 








Organizational Table
Organization Name Organization Type Role in MSFA Grant Deliverables Primary Contact Name & Title Email Phone GOVERNANCE WORKGROUPS


OVERSIGHT


PLANNING & 


TECH 


SUPPORT


FUNDING & 


FINANCE
WORKFORCE


OUTREACH 


& 


EDUCATIO


Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) SG/ Non Profit Instrumentality 


Green Bank


Primary Grant Recipient, Project Lead on Oversight Committee. Will oversee 


accomplishment and reporting of all grant deliverables.Coordinate direct and 


indirect invesments in solar projects and programs. Non Profit corporate, 


instrumentality of State,  recognized in statute as statewide green bank, working 


with private capital providers, impact investors and project developers. Fund and 


finance pre-project development through construction, M&V and reporting. 


Involved with NCIF, and CCIA applicantions.


I. Katherine Magruder, Amy 


Gillespie, Sabrina Bachman, 


Steven Cowan, Ben Rupert, 


Mary Sirois


ikm@mdcleanenergy.org 301-314-6061


MD Energy Administration (MDE) SG/ State Energy Office Provide technical support, grants and incentives to capitalize project 


deployment. Member of Oversight Committee (OC)


Eric Coffman eric.coffman@maryland.gov  410-537-4000


MD Department of Environment (MDE) SG/ State Agency State Agency responsible for regulating GHG impacts and delivery of climate 


action plan goals to achieve reduction targets.


Alison Tjaden allison.tjaden@maryland.gov 410-537-3228


Md. Department of Housing & Community Development SG/ State Agency Manage development and implementation of funding & financing strategies to 


assist multi-family target market audience, including enabling upgrades, 


weatherization and solar installation for public and privately owned properties. 


Leverage WAP, BeSmart home improvement funding available through agency 


programs. 


Nicola Tran Nicola.tran@maryland.gov 301-429-7794


Maryland Department of Labor SG/ State Agency Responsible for enabling workforce development, management of EARN grant 


program. Will lead Workforce Workgroup and serve as central administrator for 


MSFA workforce development asociated deliverables.


Mary Keller mary.keller@maryland.gov 410-767-2017


Center for Climate Strategies NP/NGO Nonprofit NGO assisting with planning, data collection, measurement & verification of 


impacts, outputs and outcomes. Will co-lead planning & tech support workgroup with 


MCEC.


Tom Peterson tpeterson@climatestrategies.us 202-540-9121


Coaltion for Community Solar Access (CCSA) NP/NGO Trade Assoc./ Represents Community Solar Developers. Will provide technical 


support and engagement with member community solar developer stakeholders.
Charlie Coggeshall charlie@communitysolaraccess.org 415-595-6119 


UM Center for Energy & Environmental Justice & Health 


(CEEJH)


Academia University of Maryland Academic center funded by EPA. EFC offers technical 


support for local governments and communities implement projects and 


strategies to benefit the environment and facilitate resilience. Also Mid-Atlantic 


TIC TAC organization representing Maryland.


Dr. Sacoby Wilson swilson2@umd.edu


Community Development Network of Maryland (CDNM) NP/NGO Over 400 on the ground community based development organizations across 


Maryland belong to this non-profit organization helping them achieve thir 


missions.


Claudia Wilson-Randall claudia@communitydevelopmentm


d.org


443-756-7819


JATC/IBEW Local 24 Trade Union Labor Union/ Represents Electricians and other associated trades. Will provide 


technical assistance and outreach in workforce development & training.
Neil Wilford nwilford@jatc24.org 410-247-3313


Caucus of African America Leaders/ My Communities Keeper NP/NGO Robert Johnson


League of Conservation Voters/CHISPA NP/NGO Chispa Maryland ensures that Maryland Latinx families and community leaders 


are a powerful voice for protecting our air, land, water, public health, and future. 


Chispa Maryland works with Latinx families, community groups, faith-based 


organizations, and elected officials to identify and address unique environmental 


issues facing Latinx communities in Maryland.Will provide access to a Latinex 


constituent network as part of the overall MSFA O&E strategy, and will provide 


technical support to advise on program design and implementation related to 


those stakeholders.


Ramon Palencia-Calvo rpcalvo@mdlcv.org 


Climate Access Fund Corp./ CAF NP/NGO Green Bank State wide green bank. Manage development and implementation of funding & 


financing strategies to assist with deployment of community solar projects for 


public and private property owner target audiences.


Lynn Heller


lynn@climateaccessfund.org 410-371-6276


Montgomery County Green Bank LG/ Green Bank County green bank. Manage development and implementation of funding & 


financing strategies, programs and projects to assist with deployment of solar 


installations for private residential property owner target audiences, both owner 


occuppied and tenant occupied.


Stephen Morel 


smorel@mcgreenbank.org 240-453-9000


SELF NP/CDFI CDFI, Capital provider and program manager  leveraged lending program that 


can be supported with direct investment by Maryland Clean Energy Center and 


Montgomery County Green Bank, in a plug and play manner to facilitate a 


sustainable revolving fund program.


Duanne Andrade


duannea@solarenergyloanfund.org 772-449-3681


FSC First CDFI Provide technical assistance with program design and access to capital.


National Housing Trust NP/ NGO TBD


Maryland Workforce Assoc. NP Represents  workforce development organizations  in the state.


Social Finance, Inc. NP/NGO Coordinate workforce program funding & financing, provides and manages 


lending capital to make loans and provide supporting capital to provide training 


program access for potential trainees, brings leveraged investment from 


philathropic capital.  


Catherine Cho Yoo ccho@socialfinance.org 617-939-9900


Carpenter's Mid-Atlantic Training Center Training Center Training for 600 (300 apprenticeship and 300 journeyman level) licensed 


carpenters credentialled  for solar installation.


Grid Alternatives Mid- Atlantic NP/NGO Technical assistance Elijah Perry eperry@gridalternatives.org 202-517-8853


Building Change NP/NGO Provides on the job training opportunties for solar installation
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& 
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GEMM COMM NP/ NGO 3MW Ground Mounted, Community Serving Solar virtual net metering Khalid Malik khalid@gemmcomm.org 240-281-8857


Phase 3 Training Corp. NP/NGO 150 students trained. Instructor, books, exams, supplies and credentials to 


prepare for NABCEP exam.


Stephon Fowlkes sfowlkes@phase3training.org 410-205-9280


I'm Still Standing NP/NGO 300 students prepared to sit for NABCEP exams (installation 150/ sales 150)/ 


$10,500 per student. 72% placement rate


Lawanna Perkins l.perkins@issccmd.org 443-540-8255


Work Source Montgomery NP/NGO TBD


Wor Wic Comm College Academia Provide technical assistance with program and curriculum development for 


Solar Works for Maryland program leveraging upon the experience, curriculum 


and infrastructure associated with the Wind Works for Maryland program 


currently managed by this community college. Will offer training and assist with 


plans to build out a training ecosystem with related trade and non-trade partner 


organizations.


BC Comm College Academia Host trade pre-apprenticeship training programs. Scholarships and tution 


subsides grants for transpo and supportive services costs.


TBD


UM Environmental Finance Center Academia EPA Funded center providing technical support to local government 


organizations, and lead outreach & education workgroup


Brandy Espinola bespinola@umd.edu 510-545-6483


Black Wall Street/ Bowie State Univ. NP/NGO Build and manage a network of Community Navigators to facilitate outreach & 


education at the grassroots community level. Affliate of Bowie State University, 


a MD HBCU.


Dr. Masica Jordan-Alston mjordan@jordanpeerrecovery.com 240-636-7381


Solar United Neighbors NP/NGO Solar United Neighbors is a national organization dedicated to representing the 


needs and interests of solar owners and clean energy supporters.


Shelby Fletcher development@solarunitedneighbor


s.org


202-888-3601


Clean Energy States Alliance NP/NGO TBD


Maryland Environmental Service (MES) SG/ Instrumentality Maryland Environmental Service (MES) will provide project deployment and 


technical support and assistance in the areas of project siting, permitting, 


engineering, habitat, and land use protections as well as expertise in the use of 


remediated brownfield sites. To accomplish this, the project team will utilize 


various GIS layers, databases, Department of Energy (DOE), National 


Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) and similar tools, as well as onsite visits, 


where required. MES will provide sound project engineering, post-construction 


inspection and quality control process.


Jessica Riesett jariesett@menv.com 410-279-5402


ICAST NP/NGO Multi-family solar & storage,budget includes workforce development training, 


and outreach & education.? Common area costs can be included if program 


allows.


Ryan Kristoff proposals@icastusa.org 203-907-6371


Maryland Veterans Affairs Administration SG Seeking funds to plan and construct community solar serving residents of 


veteran's homes and hospitals, with excess power available to serve LI 


residents in Maryland.


Peter Pantzer peter.pantzer@maryland.gov


Green & Healthy Homes Initiative (GHHI) NP/NGO Technical asssitance for solar developers, implementers and fianciers. Tool kit 


on braiding federal and utilily funding and comprehensive solar assessment tool 


for implementers.


Michael McKnight 


Chesapeake Energy Storage & Solar Assoc. (CHESSA) Trade Assoc. Trade Assoc./ Represents Solar and Storage Industry, will provide technical support, 


outreach & engagement with solar installers and members.
Stephanie Johnson sjohnson@chessa.org 


Groundswell NP/NGO Subscriber management, customer engagement and MSFA subscriber data 


base David Wright David.wright@groundswell.org 240-772-1331


University of Maryland Energy Research Center (USMERC) Academia World leading battery storage research center. Will provide technical support on 


battery storage associated with solar deployment.


Dr. Eric Wachsman 


NAACP NP/NGO Provide access to a member network as part of the overall MSFA O&E strategy, 


and will serve on the Governance Oversight Committee to advise on program 


design and implementation related to represented stakeholders.


Abre'


Anne Arundel County LG Matt Flemming matthew.fleming@aacounty.org 443-706-6951


Baltimore City  LG Jason Mathias Jason.mathias@baltimorecity.gov


Baltimore County LG Seth Blumen sblumen@baltimorecountymd.org 410-887-7520


Charles County LG Beth Groth grothb@charlescountymd.gov 240-776-6700


Howard County LG Leah Miller lemiller@howardcountymd.gov 410-991-3221


Montgomery County LG Lindsey Shaw lindsey.shaw@montgomerycounty


md.gov


240-777-7754


Prince George's County LG Erica Bannerman esbannerman@co.pg.md.us, 240-412-4352


City of Annapolis MG Jackie Guild jsguild@annapolis.gov 410-260-3411


City of Rockville MG Erica Shingara eshingara@rockvillemd.gov 240-314-8872


City of Takoma Park MG TBD


Resiliency Authority of Anne Arundel County Local Authority Matt Fleming matthew.fleming@aacounty.org 443-706-6951


Town of Washington Grove MG TBD


Frederick County LG Kristin Mielcarek kmielcarek@frederickcountymd.gov 240-549-2271


City of Frederick MG Jenny Willoughby jwiloughby@cityoffrederickmd.gov 301-600-2843


Housing Commission of Anne Arundel County Local Authority TBD


Housing  Authority of Calvert County Local Authority TBD


Community Action Counciil of Howard County Local Authority TBD


Housing Opportunties Commission of Montgomergy County Local Authority TBD


Huntington City Community Development Corporation Local Authority Darrell Carrington darrell.carrington@verizon.net 732-763-7398


Garrett County Community Action Committee Local Authority Duane Yoder dyoder@garrettcac.org 301-334-9431


Housing Authority of the City of Frederick Local Authority TBD


BGE Utility TBD


PEPCO Utility TBD


SMECO CO-OP Utility TBD


Choptank Electric CO-OP Utility TBD


Potomac Edison Utility TBD


Easton Utilties Muni Utility TBD
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 Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
  
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
My name is Dr. Sacoby Wilson.  I am a Professor and Director of the Center for 
Community Engagement, Environmental Justice, and Health (CEEJH).  CEEJH was 
founded in 2011 as a laboratory and relaunched in 2021 as a Center to assist frontline 
and fenceline communities impacted by environmental, climate, and energy justice 
issues through technical assistance, scientific support, and use of community-
engaged research approaches including the community-based participatory research 
(CBPR) framework and community science.  Our work includes the development of 
partnerships with community-based organizations, environmental advocacy groups, 
policymakers, etc. to improve environmental quality, enhance community health, 
climate resilience and sustainability. Reducing greenhouse gases, building clean 
energy solutions and a just energy transition is paramount. 
  



Recently, CEEJH received a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
(RWJF) to launch the Mid-Atlantic Climate Action Hub (MATCH) whose goal is to 
provide technical assistance to communities impacted by environmental and climate 
justice issues. In addition, I am Co-Director of the Community Engagement Core 
(CEC) for CHARMED, a NIH funded Center to provide scientific support to 
communities impacted by environmental health issues in the Maryland region. 
Additionally, I am co-Director of the recently funded Thriving Communities Technical 
Assistance Center (TCTAC)(National Wildlife Federation is the lead) for EPA Region 
III.  Through this TCTAC, we will provide technical assistance to communities 
impacted by environmental and energy justice issues to help them build their capacity 
to address their local concerns.  The technical assistance will include providing 
grantwriting capacity-building assistance.     
 
We are happy to support the MCEC’s application. The Maryland Solar for All 
application supports the overarching goals of: 
 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to 
American communities particularly low-wealth/disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 











 



 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-wealth/disadvantaged communities to deploy and/or benefit from 
solar technologies 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal 
of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the 
Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland state agencies play a critical 
role in assisting the coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject 
matter expertise.  



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and provide solar technology to low-
wealth/disadvantaged communities throughout the state of Maryland. 
 



Sincerely,  



 



 
 
Dr. Sacoby Wilson, Professor  
Maryland Institute of Applied Environmental Health  
Director, Center for Community Engagement, Environmental Justice and Health 
(CEEJH) 
School of Public Health  
University of Maryland-College Park 
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Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application 
submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with 
industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and 
academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner 
interested in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
We at the Baltimore-DC Metro Building Trades Council are fully committed to 
working alongside the community, property owners, contractors, developers, 
and elected officials to establish a model that guarantees construction workers 
receive a wage that can support their families, access to benefits (including paid 
healthcare and pension), an opportunity to retire with honor and work in an 
environment that prioritizes safety. Through our outreach to community 
organizations, schools, and job readiness providers, we are confident in our 
ability to prepare the next generation of construction workers with an 
apprenticeship readiness model that will enable them to thrive. 
 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing 



projects to American communities, particularly low-income and 
disadvantaged communities 



 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional 
deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 



 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or 
benefit from solar technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas 
reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 
2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State 
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agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction 
and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar 
for All application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged 
communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



 



Gregory Akerman 
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October 3, 2023 



Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in the equitable 
distribution of solar power and clean energy. 



 
The Community Development Network of Maryland (CDN) is the voice for Maryland’s community 



development sector and serves nearly 200 member organizations. The mission of CDN is to promote, 



strengthen and advocate for the community development sector throughout Maryland’s urban, 



suburban and rural communities.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income disinvested communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% by 2031 and net-zero 
emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies 
play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and 
subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology will 
help our state build a more equitable economy for all. 



 
Sincerely, 



Claudia Wilson Randall 



Claudia Wilson Randall 



Executive Director 
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Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by 
the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding 
through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 
application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful 
involvement. 



 
As a Solar for All partner, Civic Works would leverage its innovative, integrated model 
for increasing the accessibility of solar services for all Maryland residents, especially 
residents from disadvantaged, low-income communities. This program increases 
equitable access to single-family rooftop solar for residents living in persistent poverty 
through grassroots education and outreach paired with free residential solar services 
which builds power resiliency and saves money allowing for asset and wealth 
development. Civic Works’ model aims for 100% electricity savings, enables additional 
savings through weatherization, and mitigates health hazards.  



 
Additionally, Civic Works’ Center for Sustainable Careers will leverage its model for 
solar workforce development and supporting employer job quality to expand access to 
family-sustaining solar careers. As a partner, Civic Works will grow its Solar Industry 
Training Partnership, which is a multi-sectoral partnership under the Maryland 
Department of Labor with key stakeholders in the solar industry and workforce 
development ecosystem. The program will expand incumbent and entry-level Solar 
Technician job training for residents experiencing barriers to employment and 
advancement, especially formerly incarcerated individuals. Program participants will 
benefit from on-the-job training opportunities generated by Civic Works’ residential 
solar services. The program will support residents facing systemic barriers in building 
the skills needed to secure quality employment, and employers around investing in 
their workers and advancing equity across their practices to ensure job quality. To 
support the Solar for All partnership in creating high-quality jobs, the program will also 
provide technical assistance on incorporating  job quality standards in  procurement 
opportunities to ensure employers engage in high road labor practices and commit to 
providing family-sustaining wages and benefits, predictable scheduling, and pathways 
to advancement. Civic Works will also provide employers with technical support to 





http://www.civicworks.com/








development ecosystem. The program will expand incumbent and entry-level Solar Technician job 
training for residents experiencing barriers to employment and advancement, especially formerly 
incarcerated individuals. Program participants will benefit from on-the-job training opportunities 
generated by Civic Works’ residential solar services. The program will support residents facing systemic 
barriers in building the skills needed to secure quality employment, and employers around investing in 
their workers and advancing equity across their practices to ensure job quality. To support the Solar for 
All partnership in creating high-quality jobs, the program will also provide technical assistance on 
incorporating  job quality standards in  procurement opportunities to ensure employers engage in high 
road labor practices and commit to providing family-sustaining wages and benefits, predictable 
scheduling, and pathways to advancement. Civic Works will also provide employers with technical 
support to assist them in meeting these job quality standards.  



 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 



 
 
Eli Allen, Senior Program Director 
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October 3, 2023 



Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in the equitable 
distribution of solar power and clean energy. 



 
The Community Development Network of Maryland (CDN) is the voice for Maryland’s community 



development sector and serves nearly 200 member organizations. The mission of CDN is to promote, 



strengthen and advocate for the community development sector throughout Maryland’s urban, 



suburban and rural communities.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income disinvested communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% by 2031 and net-zero 
emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies 
play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and 
subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology will 
help our state build a more equitable economy for all. 



 
Sincerely, 



Claudia Wilson Randall 



Claudia Wilson Randall 



Executive Director 



























 
 
September 12, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling meaningful 
benefits plan. 
 
GREEN TURNKEY (GTK) is a certified MBE contractor delivering clean energy solutions through targeted 
workforce development strategies. GTK is currently leading energy efficiency upgrades at the Damascus 
Gardens low-income apartment community, a project sponsored by DHCD under MEEHA program. The 
project manager engaged WorkSource Montgomergy to recruit, screen and hire disadvantaged 
individuals from same community to assist with improvements. MCEC benefits from GTK cultural 
competency and trust that ensure equitable access and meaningful involvement. GTK pledges in-kind 
contribution for program development valued up to $40K, equivalent to 400 project manager hours. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Principal 
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My CommUnity Keeper Prince George’s County 



1300 Mercantile Lane Suite 198 



Largo, Maryland 20774  



 



 



September 30, 2023 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 



Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 



organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 



Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in supporting a 



meaningful benefits plan. 



 



My Community Keeper would like to serve in the capacity of Outreach and Education as well as Planning 



and Technical Support. As an organization we realize that historically, underserved communities have 



faced disproportionate funding and resource allocation, perpetuating environmental and economic 



disparities. As community leaders we recognize the need to address these historical injustices and 



advocate for fair distribution of resources.  



By showcasing successful case studies, highlighting funding opportunities, and facilitating discussions on 



environmental justice, we strive to foster collaboration and partnerships that can bridge funding gaps 



and ensure equitable access to resources for climate change adaptation and mitigation efforts. 



Furthermore, the impact of climate change on health and economic disparities cannot be ignored. 



Underserved communities often bear the brunt of climate-related health risks, such as heatwaves, poor 



air quality, and increased vulnerability to extreme weather events. My CommUnity Keeper aims to 



address these health disparities by promoting strategies for climate resilience, enhancing access to 



healthcare resources, and fostering community-based health initiatives. 



This partnership with MCEC will create a platform for meaningful engagement, community 



empowerment, and the successful implementation of clean energy projects. 
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The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects. 



 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 



2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 



2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 



access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 



coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-



income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely, 



Robert Johnson 



 



Executive Director 



Robert@mycommunitykeepermd.com 



240-832-8222 
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8/31/2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement.  
 
Phase 3 Training Corporation is deeply committed to career exploration and skill development among 
youth interested in green energy. This could not happen without the strong partnership and support 
from Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC).  
 
We intend to partner with the MCEC to provide solar photovoltaic installation training, certification and 
career placement for low-to-moderate income residents of Maryland. We are offering a value to 
employers to meet the increased demand for solar energy. Graduates of our program will earn OSHA-10 
and PVIP credentials.  
 
Again fully support MCEC in being a recipient of the Solar for All funding and look forward to creating 
lasting impact to jobseekers and increased use of solar power. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 











2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Executive Director 
Phase 3 Training Corporation 
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Gayon M. Sampson 
Chief of Staff  
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Director of Budget and 



Administration 



    



Chief of Staff     



 



Notes: 



 



Resubmit 



Approve     Revisions  Signature   Date 



              Needed 
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Jenny Willoughby 08.30.23



Solar for All Memorandum of Agreement & Letter of Support



Solar for All is a new program that will bring funds from the federal government through the State. MCEC is handling the State's application and is seeking information from jurisdictions to help complete their application. The funding focuses on providing solar opportunities to lower income residents. The City will be partnering with the County to increase our ability to provide technical support and solar capacity.
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Agreement by and between  



Maryland Clean Energy Center and 



The City of Frederick 
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STATE OF MARYLAND  



MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  



BETWEEN  



MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER  



AND  



THE CITY OF FREDERICK 
 



 



 



THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of the ____ day of ________, 



__________, (the “Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 



CENTER, a body politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland 



(“MCEC”) and THE CITY OF FREDERICK, a municipal corporation of the State of 



Maryland (“Partner”), referred to herein collectively as the "Parties" or “Coalition Partners”, 



and each as "MCEC", “Agency”, "Partner" or a "Party." This agreement is entered into by the 



Parties specifically in relation to the Proposal for the Federal Environmental Protection 



Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar for All Discretionary Grant, being submitted by MCEC on behalf of 



the State of Maryland and Coalition Partners. 



 



The Parties mutually agree to the following: 



 



1. Specific Purpose: 
 



a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of 



Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant 



competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to 



the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and 



disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment. 



If awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-



income households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar 



energy, but also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future 



targeted investments in clean energy.  



b. Relationship of the Parties. 



i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of grant 



funds, and upon award will serve as grant administrator providing 



overall grant management, reporting and compliance to meet 



defined deadlines. 



ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among 



Coalition Partners, execute and manage
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contractual agreements between sub-recipients (vendors), private 



sector, and government partners. 



iii. Partner will participate and collaborate with Coalition Partners to 



assist MCEC in outreach for subscribers or interested parties to 



give access to MCEC to properties identified and selected for 



installation of residential rooftop solar or residential-serving 



community solar. 



iv. Partner will provide staff, as applicable and if funded by the 



Solar for All grant, to serve as local project manager for projects 



intended to be located on properties within the jurisdiction, 



funded through the Solar For All grant program and be 



responsible for all necessary reporting to MCEC. 



v. Partner may enter into an intergovernmental agreement with 



MCEC to access services and technical assistance from MCEC 



and grant sub-recipients as requested in relation to grant 



deliverables. 



vi. Partner, through MCEC, may enter into a site use and/or 



lease agreement with Coalition Partners for purposes of 



installing and operating solar infrastructure.  



vii. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 



a partnership, joint venture, Partner, or any other 



relationship other than that of grantor/grantee between 



the Parties or any beneficiaries of either Party. 



c. Prohibited Uses. Partner shall not use any of the grant funds to carry 



on propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; to 



influence the outcome of any specific public election; to carry on, 



directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award grants to 



individuals for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 



 
d. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule. 



i. Partner agrees that the grant funds will be expended to 



support the purposes of the EPA Solar For All grant. 



Grant Purposes Funding awards and terms for distribution of 



funds will be determined pending notice of the grant award. 



ii. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for 



providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated 



project budget.  



iii. Partner shall provide MCEC with immediate written notification 



(i) of any inability to expend the grant funds for the grant 
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purposes; and (ii) prior to any expenditure of grant funds 



deviating from the grant purposes. Any expenditures deviating 



from the grant purposes shall require prior written approval by 



MCEC. 



2. Term of Agreement. Performance under this agreement commences upon 



Board of Estimates Approval and continues until the Parties have completed the work and 



projects described in this Agreement, but in any case, no later than term of the EPA Solar 



For All grant.  



3. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 



and Compliance Officer, and Partner designates Ruth Waxter, Assistant Director of Housing 



for the City’s Department of Housing and Human Services to serve as Project Administrator 



for this Agreement.  Contact between MCEC and Partner regarding matters relative to this 



Agreement may be coordinated through the Project Administrators. The Project Administrator 



may be changed with written notice to the other Party.  



4. Non-Assignment. MCEC and Partner may not, during the term of this 



Agreement or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part 



of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 



5. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC 



and the Partner mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 



which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 



6. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 



regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 



agrees to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related 



U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 



7. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Partner may not include MCEC in any 



publications, press releases. or other public communications to factually describe its support 



of the Project without prior written consent of MCEC. The Parties agree that MCEC will be 



recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all publications or 



public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates 



otherwise. 



8. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and Partner shall maintain records of 



receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and shall provide such records to 



MCEC who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the 



records of Partner insofar as they relate to activities supported by the grant funds or carried 



out pursuant to this Agreement. MCEC and Partner shall retain all records relating to the 
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subject of this Agreement for 3 years after the termination of this Agreement. 



9. Withholding and Repayment. MCEC reserves the right to discontinue, modify, 



or withhold any payments or to require a total or partial refund of any grant funds if, in 



MCEC sole discretion, such action is necessary: 



i. Partner has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms 



and conditions of this Agreement; 



ii. Failed to comply with the requirements of any law or regulation 



applicable to this grant; 



iii. By action or omission, Partner or any of its representatives have 



committed fraud with respect to the grant purposes; 



iv. Any report or communication to MCEC is found to be inaccurate 



or misleading in any material respect; 



v. Partner covenants that it will make its best efforts in good faith 



continuously, diligently and effectively to perform the work and projects 



described in this Agreement within and throughout the term of this 



Agreement. It is the intention of the parties and the expectation and 



policy of MCEC that all the grant funds will be expended for the work 



and projects described in this Agreement. 



 
10.  Termination. MCEC may terminate this Agreement at any time if Partner fails 



to adhere to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and does not cure such failure within a 



period of ten (10) days after receipt of written notice. Any Grant Funds unexpended as of the 



date of termination shall be returned to MCEC. 



 
11.  Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and Partner shall comply with 



the State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 



01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 



Agreement. 



 
12.  Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 



understanding of MCEC and Partner. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding 



the subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the 



time of execution. 



 
13.    Political Contributions. Partner shall not use any funds to make contributions: 



i. to any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; 



ii. to any political party, organization, or action committee; or 



iii. in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOA as of the date set forth 



above. 



 
 
 



WITNESS: MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 



CENTER: 



By:   By:   



Name:   Name: I. Katherine Magruder 



 
Title:  Executive Director 



 
Date:   



 



 



 



WITNESS: THE CITY OF FREDERICK: 



 By:   By:   



Name:   Name: Michael O’Connor 



 
Title: Mayor of the City of Frederick 



 
Date:   
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Michael C. O’Connor 
Mayor 



 



 



Gayon M. Sampson 
Chief of Staff  



 



Marc DeOcampo 
 Director of Strategic Planning 



and Executive Projects 



 
  



 
 
 



  



 



City Hall ● 101 North Court Street ● Frederick, Maryland 21701-5415 



301.600.1184 ● Fax: 301.600.1381 ● cityoffrederickmd.gov 
 



August 30, 2023 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing to express the City of Frederick’s support and vision for the Solar for All grant 



application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, 



state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking 



funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. The City endorses 



this application as a potential subgrantee, and partner interested in equitable distribution of 



funds to eligible residents in our community.  



 



The City of Frederick has worked with residents on gaining access to clean energy through its 



Sustainability Department, Department of Housing and Human Services weatherization program 



and various Citywide initiatives for carbon reduction. However, none of these initiatives have 



had the capacity for wide-ranging growth towards clean energy that Solar for All funding 



presents. The City is committed to utilizing solar energy not only for municipal buildings, but for 



providing additional opportunities for residents to save money and be part of the City’s carbon 



footprint reduction. 



 



Through its Office of Energy Assistance (OHEP) and weatherization programs, the City has 



already identified clients who could be candidates for community and rooftop solar. The 



Weatherization program has served almost 400 clients in the past five years, while the City’s 



Energy Assistance program has served thousands of clients over the past three years. Those 



clients who qualify for energy assistance and weatherization would also qualify for Solar of All 



based on the EPA’s income guidelines. This outreach initiative will yield a higher success rate 



since these residents have already been deemed homeowners and income eligible.  



 



The City is excited to partner with the Housing Authority of Frederick (HACF) to evaluate all 



current units and new construction for solar panels or rooftop solar. HACF has 323 existing 



housing units and 300 units that are pending LIHTC applications that could utilize solar energy. In 



the next five years, HAFC expects to have between eight and nine hundred units. The City will 



also be collaborating with other nonprofits in the community who own housing units. In addition 
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to nonprofits units, there are currently several other multifamily affordable housing projects in the 



City pipeline who would be great candidates for solar as well. The partnerships with HACF, other 



nonprofits who own housing units, and affordable housing developers are extremely valuable 



because they all serve clients who would be income eligible for solar.  



 



To generate additional leads, the City is planning to partner with Frederick County. This 



collaboration of City and County will provide greater outreach and demonstrates Frederick’s 



dedication to solar. The City will provide staff resources, including hosting events with the County 



and other community partners, as well as encouraging community solar companies to produce 



local energy.  



 



In October 2023, the City’s Sustainability Office and DHHS are planning an Energy Fair in our low-



income neighborhoods to help distribute information to the residents who need it most. This Fair 



will be a great way for residents to get questions answered and to sign up for weatherization 



assistance and solar options on the spot. We project scheduling additional Energy Fairs and 



other grass roots activities around the City to reach the targeted population. 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects. 



 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 



(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now 



Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 



coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, 



the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar 



technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities in the City of Frederick and 



throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely, 



 



 



Michael C. O’Connor 



Mayor 
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August 30, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean 
Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement. 
 



The Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) is the state’s 
designated agency to lead energy efficiency and conservation efforts for limited-income and 
affordable housing projects. DHCD implements 10 energy efficiency programs as well as 
numerous rehabilitation programs for both single-family and multi-family housing units. The 
majority of this work benefits low-income households and disadvantaged communities. MCEC 
and DHCD have a longstanding close partnership to promote energy-related advancement and 
coordinate energy financing opportunities.  
 
In 2022, DHCD’s energy programs assisted over 6000 limited-income households. DHCD is 
currently gearing up to expand its programs and serve over 60,000 limited-income households 
with energy retrofits over the next three years. The energy efficiency and repair work reduces the 
households’ energy consumption by an average of 16%, the units will be pre-assessed for 
accommodation of on-site solar systems through the energy auditors, and they are certified to be 
income-eligible for Solar for All participation. In summary, DHCD will provide a very strong 
pipeline of eligible housing units that are ready to benefit from solar energy. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of: 



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants 
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas-reducing projects to low-income and disadvantaged 



communities 
● Mobilizing private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-



reducing projects 
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This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 



2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 



2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 



access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 



Sincerely, 



 



 
Jacob R. Day 
Secretary 
 



 



 



 



 



 













 
September 29, 2023 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 



Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 



organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction 



Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful 



involvement. 



 



In 2021, I sponsored legislation to expand the role of MCEC in Maryland, including designating MCEC as 



Maryland’s state-sponsored green bank. The legislation also granted MCEC the capacity to implement an 



accelerator program designed to encourage Maryland-based technology companies to engage in clean energy 



innovation. The Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund will allow MCEC to provide critical solar energy 



services for low-income Marylanders.  



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 



pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) 



by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State 



agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and 



subject matter expertise.  



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s 



vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 



disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely,  



 



Delegate Lily Qi  













Solar for All Grant Committee October 5th, 2023
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
O�ce of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All
Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee:



I am writing to express our organization’s support for the Solar for All
grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC)
in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the
Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse this
application as a partner interested in the distributed solar power marketing
strategy plan.



Our organisation, Envision Frederick County, was founded to educate the
public and connect them with the resources they need to live in the
environment we all deserve. We strongly believe that Maryland can and
will set an example for our nation if only we receive the resources
necessary to do so. We already have the drive, all we need is the way to do
it.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:
● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing



projects to American communities, particularly low-income and
disadvantaged communities



● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional
deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects



● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or
benefit from solar technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas
reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions
by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland
State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with
direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.











I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland
Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and
disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,
Envision Frederick County



P.O. Box 481 | Frederick, Maryland 21705













 



   
 



September 7, 2023 



Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Re: Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC): Maryland Solar for All Grant Application Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 



Potomac Electric Power Company (“Pepco”), Delmarva Power & Light Company (“Delmarva Power”) and 
Baltimore Gas and Electric Company (“BGE”) (collectively the “Exelon Joint Utilities”) are writing to express 
our support for the Maryland Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy 
Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and 
academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
opportunity.  



This Maryland Solar for All application contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction 
goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 
Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition 
with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of:  
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



The Exelon Joint Utilities will work collaboratively with MCEC to support implementation of the Maryland 
Solar for All programs, which will allow low-income and disadvantaged communities to access more fully 
the benefits of community solar and rooftop solar. We are committed to partnering with MCEC, the State, 
cities and municipalities, and other stakeholders to assist low-income and disadvantaged communities 
with accessing the benefits of clean energy and confirm the proposed distributed solar market strategy 
is achievable. Whether through the development of community solar, energy storage, innovative 
interconnection programs, or workforce training and development, the Exelon Joint Utilities have the 
experience and commitment to help all customers share the benefits of the State’s clean energy goals. 



The Exelon Joint Utilities urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for 
All application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar 
technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



Sincerely, 
 
 
Anne Lindner 
Vice President, Government and External Affairs, Pepco Holdings 













 



 



September 13, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, 
not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested 
in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
Maryland Environmental Service (MES) is committed to our partnership with MCEC in support of 
access to clean energy for all Marylanders.  We do this as part of our mission and vision to provide 
operational and technical services to protect and enhance the environment for the benefit of the 
people of Maryland, through innovating and leading-edge solutions; MES will provide support in 
the areas of project deployment and technical assistance.  Our staff will work collaboratively with 
the program team providing technical assistance for project siting, permitting, and engineering 
support.  MES will ensure that habitat and land use protections are met, as well as provision of 
technical assistance for the use of remediated brownfield sites.  To accomplish these goals, we 
will make use of all available GIS and mapping tools, as well as available databases, DOE and NREL 
tools and complete on-site assessments, where necessary. Additionally, MES will plan to ensure 
sound project engineering for project deployment, which will include post-construction 
inspection and implementation of quality control processes.   
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
 
 











 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 
(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now 
Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 
coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, 
the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar 
technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Charles C. Glass, Ph.D., P.E. 
Executive Director 
Maryland Environmental Service 
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To 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 



Baltimore, September 25th, 2023 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in distributed solar 
power marketing strategy plan. 
 
US Wind values its partnership with MCEC as both our organizations work towards advancing 
renewable energy and promoting a vibrant green economy in the State of Maryland. The level of 
commitment to the goals of MCEC is emphasized also by the circumstance that our Director and 
General Counsel, Dr. Salvo Vitale, serves on the Board of Directors of MCEC. 
 
Through our collaboration with MCEC, we have the opportunity to engage with other industry 
leaders, policymakers, and stakeholders to advocate for favorable policies and promote the 
development of clean energy solutions. This partnership allows us to share knowledge, best practices, 
and resources, ultimately driving the growth of the clean energy sector. 
 
By partnering with MCEC, we can leverage the collective expertise and influence of the coalition to 
accelerate the adoption of renewable energy technologies and contribute to a more sustainable energy 
future. Our collaboration and constant relationship with MCEC helps us stay at the forefront of 
industry trends and advancements, ensuring that we are well-positioned to drive positive change in 
the renewable energy sector. 
 
We are proud to work alongside MCEC for a greener and more sustainable future. Together, we can 
make a significant impact in advancing renewable energy and building a thriving green economy. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse 
gas- and air pollution-reducing projects. 











  
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over 
the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act 
(CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with 
direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, 
the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology 
to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 



 



 
US Wind Inc. 



Salvo Vitale 
(Director) 



 



 













 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.   
  
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



1. Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



2. Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



3. Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



4. Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



  



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 



2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 



2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 



access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



As the Chairman of the Budget and Taxation Committee of the Maryland Senate, I urge your support 



and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s 



vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-



income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 



Sincerely, 



 



 



Guy Guzzone 



Chairman, Budget and Taxation Committee 



 













 
September 21, 2023 



Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center 



(MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in 



Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 



application as a partner interested in distributed solar power marketing strategy plan. 



As a State Senator who supported the Climate Solutions Now Act, I know this funding would be instrumental in assisting 



our state's efforts to meet our ambitious clean energy goals. The precarious state of our natural world requires our 



immediate attention and focus on reducing greenhouse gases, decreasing our reliance on fossil fuels in favor of solar 



and other green sources of energy. This grant will help us to meet our climate improvement goals and demonstrate to 



the rest of the nation that we can be both economically sound and environmentally smart. 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, particularly 



low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-



reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 



2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies 



play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter 



expertise.  











I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision 



of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged 



communities throughout Maryland. 



Sincerely, 



 



Shelly Hettleman 



Senator District 11 



 













 



Howard County Government, Calvin Ball County Executive www.howardcountymd.gov  



 



 



 



 
 



8/29/23  
  
Solar for All Grant Committee  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.  
Washington, DC 20460  
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission  
  
 Dear Grant Review Committee:  
  



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean 
Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, 
and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
opportunity. I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful 
involvement.  
  
Howard County, Maryland is committed to advancing and supporting clean energy solutions. Our June 2023 
“Howard County Climate Forward: Climate Action and Resiliency Plan” outlines ambitious goals and a 
comprehensive path for reducing greenhouse gas emissions in Howard County by 60% in 2030 and achieving net 
zero by 2045. A key strategy set forth in the County’s Climate Action and Resiliency Plan is to decarbonize the 
energy supply, including expanding solar development through outreach, partnerships, incentives, zoning, 
codes, funding, and other support. Our plan also prioritizes diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice. To achieve 
our goals and support the State of Maryland’s equally ambitious climate goals, we need multi-departmental, 
interjurisdictional collaboration that maximizes opportunity and uplifts our low-income and disadvantaged 
communities. The Solar for All competition and the Maryland Clean Energy Center’s coordination have been a 
catalyst for meeting these needs.   
  
Howard County’s direct experience with solar outreach, education, installation, and maintenance includes a vast 
array of programs and projects and has provided us with valuable insight that we have contributed to the 
statewide collaboration. For example, the County broke ground in 2021 on the State of Maryland’s largest 
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA), consisting of 11 solar projects, that will generate 44,000,000 kilowatt-
hours (kWh) a year or half of the County’s energy use. Additionally, the County has collaborated with community 
solar providers, conducted case studies of residents who have installed solar, and collaborated with nonprofits 
and our Community College that offer solar training programs. As a Solar for All partner, we will continue to 
work with the Maryland Clean Energy Center to offer our expertise, ensure our residents’ voices are heard, and 
utilize our connections with various community partners to advance a successful, equitable, and just proposal 
for the State of Maryland.   
  
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:  



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants;  
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities;  
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• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects; and,  
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies.  



  
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over 2006 levels) 
by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland 
State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, 
and subject matter expertise.   



  
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s 
vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 
disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.  



  
Sincerely,  
  



  
  



Calvin Ball 
County Executive  
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August 31, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding 
through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 
application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical 
Assistance Plan. 
 
I’m Still Standing Community Development Corporation (ISSCDC) is a Maryland Higher 
Education Commission (MHEC) accredited, 501c3 non-profit workforce development 
training school. For over five years, ISSCDC’s cutting-edge learning center has dedicated 
itself to providing training and workforce development opportunities for underemployed 
and disenfranchised veterans, civilians, and returning citizens in the art of solar installation. 
This comprehensive training program empowers participants to obtain their Solar PV 
Installation licenses while gaining a deep understanding of the dynamics within the solar 
market. 



We are excited to partner with MCEC on the transformative Solar for All initiative to work to 
close the economic equality divide by equipping residents with equitable access to complete 
wrap around services for barrier removal, industry-recognized credentials, and providing 
career placement assistance in rapidly growing Solar industry.  



The importance of what MCEC does for Maryland cannot be understated and we look 
forward to supporting them by providing solar training that will both drive sustainable 
energy adoption and foster job growth.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to 



American communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
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• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 
greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal 
of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate 
Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting 
the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter 
expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing 
access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout 
Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lawana Perkins 
Lawana Perkins 
 
 
President 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 













October 4, 2023 



Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 



Re: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean 
Energy  Center  (MCEC)  in  partnership  with  industry,  state  and  local  governments,  not‐for‐profit 
organizations,  and  academia  in Maryland,  seeking  funding  through  the  Solar  for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  



MCEC’s plan contributes to Maryland’s nation‐leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net‐zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants



 Delivering  benefits  of  greenhouse  gas‐  and  air  pollution‐reducing  projects  to  American
communities, particularly low‐income and disadvantaged communities



 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas‐ 
and air pollution‐reducing projects



 Enabling  low‐income  and  disadvantaged  communities  to  deploy  or  benefit  from  solar
technologies.



As a member of MCEC’s Advisory Council who is actively focused on identifying opportunities to support 
environmental justice in relation to energy supply and demand in Maryland and the region, I fully support 
MCEC’s  grant  application. Additionally,  I  am  committed  to  continuing  to  support MCEC’s mission  by 
evaluating issues, reviewing proposed policy and regulatory matters, and facilitating relationship building 
to assist low‐income and disadvantaged communities with accessing the benefits of clean energy.  



I urge your support and funding to  implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low‐
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



Sincerely, 



Mr. Lushaé D. Cook, MBA, CEM 
MCEC Advisory Council 
Sr. Mgr. – Innovation & New Programs | Pepco Holdings, Inc. 
lushae.cook@exeloncorp.com 













 



 



 



 



 



 



     
September 8, 2023 



 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 



RE: MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER SUBMISSION:  MARYLAND SOLAR FOR ALL SUBMISSION 
 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
On behalf of the Board of County Commissioners of Garrett County, Inc., I fully support the Solar for All grant 
application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement.   
 



MCEC has been a valuable partner to Garrett County Government by sharing resources, educating our employees on 
programs, connecting us with potential partners, and providing technical assistance.  Through the last 20 years, Garrett 
County has, with MCEC’s assistance, installed a solar array to offset electricity costs, studies wind energy opportunities 
in two areas of the county using state-owned anemometers, and explored the possibility of converting some fleet 
vehicles to electric.  
 



Garrett County Government committed our Broadband & energy Manager’s time and effort to assist with the success of 
this project by: identifying partners, helping connect stakeholders, finding community navigators, and developing 
engagement strategies for the project.    
 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 
particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 
pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 
 
 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision 
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged 
communities throughout Maryland. 



 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kevin G. Null 
County Administrator 
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September 25, 2023 



 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing in support of the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy 



Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, 



and academia in Maryland. The Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund will allow MCE to reduce 



greenhouse gas emissions and provide low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland 



with access to solar technology.  



 



In 2015, as a member of the House of Delegates, I was appointed to the Environment and Transportation 



Committee and was able to learn and be inspired by the work taking place at MCEC. I also served in the 



Senate as chair of the Public Safety, Transportation, and Environment Subcommittee and through my 



leadership role was able to effectively advocate on the importance of the organization and their mission. 



 



The Solar for All Grant supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s national-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% by 2031 



and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act 2022. Your support through 



Solar for All will help MCE realize its full potential and achieve its goal. 











 
 



 I want to thank the committee for its time and consideration of this matter. Please do not hesitate to 



contact me if you need any additional assistance. 



 



 



 



 



 



Respectfully, 



 



Cory V. McCray 



45th District  













October 3, 3023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee:



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in
partnership with industry, state, and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the
Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and
meaningful involvement.



As an appropriator serving on the Senate’s Budget & Taxation Committee and as the lead sponsor of the recently-passed Task Force to Study
Solar Incentives, I can share that policymakers are working diligently to build the infrastructure and proper incentives to reach Maryland’s
ambitious renewable energy goals. But we cannot do that alone.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:
● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, particularly low-income and



disadvantaged communities
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero
emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the
statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision of reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Senator, District 30











































 



 



Linda Foley 



Legislative District 15 



Montgomery County 



————— 



Environment and Transportation 



Committee 



 The Maryland House of 



Delegates 



6 Bladen Street, Room 220 



Annapolis, Maryland 21401 



410-841-3052 • 301-858-3052 



800-492-7122 Ext. 3052 



Linda.Foley@house.state.md.us 



 



THE MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 



October 5, 2023 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects. 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 



2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) 



of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction 



and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to 
low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



 













 
 



 



 



Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs 
 



Office of the Secretary 



 
 



WES MOORE 
GOVERNOR  



ARUNA MILLER 
LT. GOVERNOR 



ANTHONY WOODS 
SECRETARY 



 
 



THE WINELAND BUILDING, FOURTH FLOOR 
 16 FRANCIS STREET, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 



     TOLL FREE:  866-793-1577 • ANNAPOLIS:  410-260-3838 • FAX:  410-216-7928 
veterans.maryland.gov 



TTY USERS CALL VIA MD RELAY  



 



October 5, 2023 
 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean 
Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, 
and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in distributed solar power marketing strategy 
plan. 
 
The Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs operates the Charlotte Hall Veterans Home, a 444-bed residential 
skilled nursing and assisted living facility in St. Mary’s County.  Since it is a 40-year-old facility, it will require 
future renovation; and the Department would love to implement clean energy solutions to the maximum extent 
practical.  We are also in the design phase for the State’s second veterans home in Sykesville, MD.  It is similarly 
our desire and goal to power that facility with clean and renewable energy to the greatest extent possible.   
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 



pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 
level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  
Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, 
metrics, and subject matter expertise.  
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I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s 
vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 
disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Chief of Staff 
 
 













 



October 5, 2023 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing to express my strong support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 



Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 



governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, which seeks funding 



through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 



application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 



 



As a Maryland State Senator and a member of the Senate Budget & Taxation Committee, I have 



worked closely with the MCEC team throughout the years and have the utmost respect for their 



clean energy initiatives.  



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants. 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities. 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects. 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 



(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 



Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 



coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  











 
 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 



application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to 



solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely, 



 



 



 



Senator J.B. Jennings 



 



 



 













 



 



Angela D. Alsobrooks  



County Executive 



 



THE PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GOVERNMENT  
Department of the Environment 



                                      



 
 



  
Andrea L. Crooms                                                                                                                                                                               



Director



      August 30, 2023 



 



 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All 



Submission 



 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All 



grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center 



(MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 



governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in 



Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse 



Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the 



overreaching goals of: 



 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air 



pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-



reducing projects to American communities, particularly 



low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate 



additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 



pollution-reducing projects. 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to 



deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 



I endorse this application as a partner interested in 



leveraging funding to enhance and expand Prince George’s 



County's clean energy and climate efforts. Specifically, our 



goal is to partner with MCEC to provide financial and technical 



assistance, such as grants, to low- and limited-income residents 



for installing rooftop solar, as well as for 'enabling upgrades' 



such as roof repairs, electrical upgrades, and energy efficiency 



improvements. 



 



 



 



1801 McCormick Drive, Largo, Maryland 20774 
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This application also contributes to Maryland’s Greenhouse 



Gas Reduction plan by helping the state meet its goal of a 60% 



reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2031.  Maryland State 



agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 



coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and 



subject matter expertise. 



 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of 



the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision 



of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to 



solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities 



throughout Maryland. 



 



Thank you for your consideration of the enclosed comments. 



Please feel free to contact me by email at ACrooms@co.pg.md.us 



or Erica Bannerman at esbannerman@co.pg.md.us if you have 



questions or concerns. 



 



Sincerely, 



 



 



 



Andrea L. Crooms 



Director 



 





mailto:ACrooms@co.pg.md.us


mailto:esbannerman@co.pg.md.us










 



9/15/23 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 



Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 



governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through 



the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a 



partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 



 



As a Maryland State Delegate, I have fought hard for increased access to clean energy, especially 



for low-income communities who continue to see the most adverse effects of climate change. 



This includes increasing funding allocations for LMI energy efficiency programs, increasing 



access to microgrids and community solar, and overall building up Maryland’s clean energy 



economy.  



 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 



(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 



Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 



coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 



 











I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 



application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to 



solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely, 



 



 
Maryland State Delegate Lorig Charkoudian 













 



 



Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) 



169 Conduit Street, Annapolis, MD 21401 ◆ 410.269.0043 ◆ www.mdcounties.org 



  



 
 
 
 
 
September 15, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Maryland Association of Counties, to express my support for the Solar for All 
grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state 
and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the 
Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested 
in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 
 
The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) represents all 24 subdivisions in Maryland, and on their behalf 
all Maryland residents who rely on county government services. County governments in Maryland deliver 
primary services from education to public safety, but also have essential ministerial duties as environmental 
caretakers and local community planners. Clean energy infrastructure is a high priority in Maryland, and 
MACo envisions a strong collaboration with MCEC in administering the support that this grant would offer – 
through member engagement, conferences and events, and technical support to our local membership. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 
particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and 
air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 
level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. 
Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to 
data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Michael Sanderson 
Executive Director, Maryland Association of Counties 



































 



 



September 21, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean 
Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, 
and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in distributed solar power. 
 
PulseIQ is a provider of Marylan-made energy efficiency products and services for multifamily and commercial 
properties. Our company was part of the MCEC’s Maryland Energy Innovation Accelerator Program, and I am 
also a member of the MCEC Advisory Council. At PulseIQ we deal with many properties that are interested in 
and could benefit from solar, and we see this grant as an opportunity to expand access and scale adoption of 
this proven and effective technology in the existing buildings space.  
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants. 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities. 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 



pollution-reducing projects. 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 
level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  
Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, 
metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s 
vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 
disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Adam Landsman, CEM, AMS, CMCA 
President 











 



 



 
 
 













 
September 14, 2023 



 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through 
the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a 
partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 
 
The Maryland House of Delegates’ Environment and Transportation Committee has shared 
jurisdiction over legislation aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions, including certain clean 
energy initiatives. We work in collaboration with MCEC on clean energy legislation referred to 
the committee. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 
 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 
(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 
Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 
coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
 











 
 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to 
solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 



 
 
Delegate Marc Korman 
Chair, Environment and Transportation Committee  
 













 
  



 
 
 



 
 



  



September 15, 2023 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Subject: Letter of Support for Maryland Solar for All Application 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee,  



 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 



Clean Energy Center (MCEC). 



 



Citizen Energy is focused on ensuring low-income disadvantaged communities are included in 



Maryland’s transition to community solar and cleaner energy. These communities are struggling to 



navigate the complex landscape of opportunities, benefits and incentives provided by governments and 



industry. Through our Avanza Community Solar initiative in Latino communities, for example, there exists 



language and education barriers, as well as a complete lack of community solar infrastructure in these 



communities. These barriers have led to Latino households continuing to settle for traditional sources of 



energy, which do not provide financial relief and generate harmful environmental and health impacts. 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application will support Citizen Energy’s efforts to address these barriers in our 



communities, and will support development and financing of community solar projects, and the 



implementation of bilingual outreach and education. Our current goal is ~30,000 households, with 20% to 



50% savings for each household subscription. Citizen Energy is also able to bring in equity investors and debt 



financing for a percentage of costs not covered by Solar for All funds.  



 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application.  



 



Sincerely, 



 



 



 



Edwin Luevanos 



Chief Executive Officer, Co-Founder  



Citizen Energy, LLC 



(202) 930-1299 



www.citizen-energy.com  













 
85 Merrimac Street, Suite 300, Boston, MA 02114 617-491-0443 cleanenergysol.com 
 
 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



   



RE:  Maryland Clean Energy Center Solar for All Application 
 
October 2, 2023 
 
Dear EPA colleagues: 
 
 On behalf of our company, we enthusiastically support your application to EPA for the Solar for All 
Program.  As a thirty-five year veteran of working with low income affordable housing agencies to 
improve the energy burdens, comfort and costs of utilities in this country and Canada, I have not before 
witnessed the financial, climate, and economic dividends potentially forthcoming from this program.  In 
concert with the ITC and the IRA’s DOE Electrification program, residents and their owners in public 
housing agencies can look forward to cost reductions exceeding 50% in most parts of the country, 
including Maryland. 
 
Our role in your application process has been reaching out to and educating MD’s housing authorities to 
the benefits of the program.  HUD properties to date have been largely neglected by the twenty or so 
community solar programs nationwide with low income carve outs, chiefly for two reasons:  (1) the 
absence of incentives for owners; and (2) the inflexibility of HUD in adjusting utility allowances for 
residents and owners.  The significant dollars, in total and per individual, represented by Solar for All, 
and the nascent recognition at HUD that their policies need modifications, gives me hope that we can 
overcome both barriers.  
 
With a successful application, Clean Energy Solutions would seek to earn a project-deployment technical 
assistance strategy contract to reach out again to public housing agencies, educating them about the 
benefits of the program, assisting in their strategies to enroll residents, and helping them assess what 
on-site solar installation opportunities they have.  We would also help them recruit Section 3 residents 
to employment opportunities.  Finally, we would work with them and you to facilitate their leveraging 
SfA funds with other IRA  and utility incentives.  Most significantly, we would urge them to capitalize the 
savings stream from solar rate reductions and other energy efficiency investments made easier with 
additional IRA incentives to design and install additional measures, including windows, storm doors, and 
resilience measures.  We believe that the savings streams can generate $10,000 per unit for such 
investments. 
 
There are an estimated 25,000 public housing units in the state, and an additional 25,000 in Housing 
Choice Vouchers administered by public housing authorities. Their residents are a very deserving set of 











stakeholders, who can also be enrolled in large numbers without undue effort once their owners are 
committed.  And their owners should share your commitment to dramatically reducing GHG emissions.  
 
We are working in eight states and municipalities on Solar for All applications, again bringing together 
housing authorities with applicants.  Maryland stands alone in its extensive outreach to stakeholders, 
thoughtfulness in incorporating their input, and planning for a successful program.  Congratulations, and 
I look forward to the prospect of working with you later next year.   
 
Sincerely yours, 
 



 
Stephen J. Morgan 
President 
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		Enter the forecasted cash needs from non-federal sources for the first quarter of the first program year: 
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		4th Quarter Total (sum of lines 13 and 14): 

		Name of the grant program from which funds will be derived.  
Defaults to the corresponding program name in section A, but may be overwritten if called for by the instructions for this funding opportunity: 

		Enter the estimated federal funds that will be required in the first funding year for the selected program: 

		Enter the estimated federal funds that will be required in the second funding year for the selected program: 

		Enter the estimated federal funds that will be required in the third funding year for the selected program: 
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Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 



Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, 



not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland. I endorse this application as a partner 



interested in distributed solar power marketing strategy plan. 



 



As a Delegate in the Maryland General Assembly, I have worked alongside MCEC to promote 



just, equitable, and effective energy policy. As Maryland continues to tackle the important issues 



surrounding climate change, MCEC has taken considerable efforts to create green jobs in our state, 



reduce energy costs for consumers, and reduce Maryland’s carbon footprint overall. Moreover, 



MCEC has intentionally sought out public and private partnerships that ensure the advantages of 



clean technology are realized by underserved and overburdened communities located across our 



State. Their efforts to advocate for and adopt clean energy, including solar generation, will have 



outsized impacts on the health of Marylanders and our environment for decades to come.  



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants; 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities; 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse 



gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 



(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now 











 
 



 



Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 



coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, 



the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar 



technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.  



 



Respectfully, 



 



 



 



_______________________________ 



Delegate David Fraser-Hidalgo  



 



 



 



 













 
 
October 2nd, 2023 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
I am Delegate Aletheia McCaskill respectfully writing to express my strong support for the Solar grant 
application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state 
and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through 
the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner 
interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 
 
I am eager for MCEC to participate in creating different energy innovation ventures and energy 
proficiency challenges. MCEC is focused on assisting networks with making this progress. 
I imagine the advancements in clean energy will decrease energy costs for all stakeholders, while 
reducing any substances that will further harm the ozone layer absorbing harmful substances.  
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Warm Regards, 
 
Delegate Aletheia McCaskill 
 













Solar for All Grant Committee October 5th, 2023
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee,



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a partner interested in distributed solar power
marketing strategy plan.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:
● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas-



and air pollution-reducing projects
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar



technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of
2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to
low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Best regards,



Senator Karen Lewis Young
Maryland General Assembly













 



 
MD Energy Advisors    509 S. Exeter Street, Suite 505      Baltimore, MD 21202 



 



 



 



September 22, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through 
the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a 
partner interested in distributed solar power marketing strategy plan. 



 
One of our Company’s co-founders, Paul Clary, sits on the Advisory Council for MCEC.  
The Advisory Council exists to assist in developing strategic objective for MCEC, advises 
the Executive Director and informs the Board of Directors.  MD Energy Advisors is 
currently engaged with MCEC as an Owner’s Representative for energy efficiency work at 
Morgan State University. 



 
 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse 



gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal 
of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the 











 



 
MD Energy Advisors    509 S. Exeter Street, Suite 320      Baltimore, MD 21202 



 
 



Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role 
in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and 
subject matter expertise.  
 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing 
access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout 
Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kathryn Cloyd 
VP of Operations 
 
 



 



  



  











 



 
MD Energy Advisors    509 S. Exeter Street, Suite 505      Baltimore, MD 21202 
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9/22/2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a partner interested in distributed solar power 
marketing strategy plan. 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and 



air pollution-reducing projects 
 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise. 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



Sincerely, 



Alison M Shea 
Alison M Shea, VP of Sales 
  













 
 



 



August 31, 2023 
  
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
 



 Re: [Letter of support for: EPA-R-HQ-SFA-23-01] 
  
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I am writing to urge the Office of Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to give full and fair 
consideration to the application by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) for the Solar for 
All grant program. This application is submitted by MCEC in partnership with industry, state, and 
local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland. 
  
Maryland has put forward some of the most ambitious greenhouse-reduction goals in the entire 
country. The state plans to reduce greenhouse gasses (based on levels from 2006) by 60 percent 
by 2031 and to reach net-zero emissions by 2045. Maryland state agencies play a critical role in 
assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject-matter 
expertise. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the following overarching goals: 



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants; 
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to Maryland, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities; 
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse 



gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and, 
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
 











 



 



By investing in the vision presented in the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision 
of reducing greenhouse-gas emissions and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 
disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland can become a reality. 
 
Thank you in advance for giving your full and fair consideration to this request. 



 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Glenn F. Ivey 
Member of Congress 













August 21, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
O�ce of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460



Dear Grant Review Committee,



I write today to express my strong support of the Solar for All grant application submitted by the
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state, and local governments,
non-pro�t organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.



TheMaryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants



• Delivering bene�ts of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities



• Mobilizing �nancing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse



gas- and air pollution-reducing projects



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or bene�t from solar



technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA)
of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction
and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.



I am con�dent that the Maryland Clean Energy Center’s proposal will implement the vision of the
Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and











providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout
Maryland. I urge all due consideration be given to their submission. If you have any questions, please
reach out to my Constituent Services Representative and Grants Coordinator, Annaston Cree, at
(301) 926-0300 or Annaston.Cree@mail.house.gov.



Sincerely,



David Trone
Member of Congress













 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 15, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a lead state agency partner to ensure that 
Maryland’s continued response to the climate crisis and transition to a clean energy economy is robust, 
equitable and inclusive.    
 
The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) is required by Maryland law to develop the state’s 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction plans, conduct Maryland's GHG emissions inventory every 
three years, convene and lead three commissions, one task force, and eight working groups focused on 
state-wide climate action and environmental justice. MDE is also the lead agency for the Maryland State 
Climate Pollution Reduction Grant for Planning. MDE is partnered with MCEC in this important work to 
identify, prioritize, and put into action GHG emission reduction project implementation across the state 
of Maryland. MDE commits to serve on the state-agency advisory council for Maryland Solar for All 
program, provide technical assistance, and ensure the program aligns with Maryland’s state climate 
action plans.  
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 











I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Serena McIlwain 
Secretary, Maryland Department of the Environment 
 













 
July 26, 2023 



 



The Honorable Michael S. Regan 



Administrator 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



 



Dear Administrator Regan, 



 



I write in support of Maryland Clean Energy Center’s (MCEC) letter of intent for the 



Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Solar for All grant program. Investing in solar energy and 



expanding access to solar technologies will also expand access to the benefits of clean energy, 



such as reduced energy-related greenhouse gas emissions, increased household savings, energy 



resilience, reduced grid demand, improved air quality, wealth building, and quality jobs. 



 



The mission of MCEC is to advance clean energy and energy efficiency products, services, and 



technologies by implementing financing solutions that catalyze the growth of business, create 



jobs, and make clean energy products and services affordable and accessible for Maryland 



consumers. MCEC will lead a coordinated effort amongst several Maryland agencies, including 



the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA), Maryland Department of Housing and Community 



Development (DHCD) and Maryland Department of Environment (MDE). Partnering with our 



state agencies will bring the right mix of vision and skills ensuring alignment with state energy 



and climate policy and programs. Collectively, this team will mobilize the state’s collective 



resources to expand solar energy generation and storage technologies into low-income, 



underserved, and disadvantaged communities.  



 



My Administration has made combating climate change and encouraging clean energy a high 



priority, calling for 100% of Maryland’s electricity to be produced by clean sources by 2035. 



Additionally, Maryland’s Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022 calls for the state to reduce 



greenhouse gas emissions 60% by 2031 and achieve net zero emissions by 2045, while 



maximizing positive impact for Marylanders experiencing low to moderate income. 



 











Maryland is a leader in the advancement of clean energy technologies. Your full consideration of 



this proposal is greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your time and attention to this 



matter.  



 



Sincerely,  



 
Wes Moore 



Governor of Maryland 
  



 













 
August 15, 2023 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



 



RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean 



Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, 



and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



opportunity. I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful 



involvement. 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants; 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities; 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas and air 



pollution-reducing projects; and 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 



level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. 



Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, 



metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 



I respectfully ask for your strong consideration and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for 



All application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar 



technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely, 



 



 
William C. Ferguson IV 



Senate President 



 



BF/rpa 



























monarchprivate.com
3414 Peachtree Road  |  Suite 825  |  Atlanta, GA 30326  |  404-991-3649 



October 6, 2023



Kathrine Magruder
Executive Director
The Maryland Clean Energy Center
5000 College Avenue, Suite 31010 
College Park, MD 20740



Dear Director Magruder, 



Monarch Strategic Ventures (MSV) is pleased to express our strong support for the The Maryland Clean Energy Center’s 
(MCEC) application to secure federal funding under the $7 billion Solar for All (SFA) competition. The Inflation Reduction 
Act’s (IRA) Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) represents a significant opportunity to make meaningful investments 
in residential distributed solar energy and storage in markets serving low-income and disadvantaged communities. MSV, a 
dedicated entity established to harness the potential of IRA clean energy incentives, is poised to play a vital role in realizing 
the goals of the SFA initiative.



MSV's primary focus lies in the affordable housing sector, where we see immense potential for reducing the environmental 
impacts and energy costs in low-income communities. Multifamily housing, especially when catering to low- to moderate-
income households, represents a substantial portion of the built environment and energy consumption. Through solar 
energy adoption and other clean energy measures, we aim to contribute significantly to the reduction of CO2 emissions, 
aligning with the overarching goals of the SFA program.



Furthermore, our affiliation with Monarch Private Capital (MPC), a leading tax equity fund manager specializing in impact 
investment funds, positions us as a strong partner in this endeavor. MPC's extensive track record in managing tax equity 
investments in affordable housing and renewable energy, underscores our unique expertise and relationships in these 
sectors. We have successfully delivered clean power, invested in low-income housing, built strong developer relationships, 
and reduced CO2 emissions across 41 states and the District of Columbia. 



MSV shares MCEC’s goal to make solar accessible to low-income households and disadvantaged communities across the 
state of Maryland and fully supports their proposal for the SFA. The purpose of this letter is to convey our sincere 
appreciation of and willingness to partner on efforts to enhance and catalyze opportunities for clean technology 
deployment and innovation in the state’s most disadvantaged and historically underserved communities.



We realize that MCEC’s capacity to satisfactorily enter into such an agreement is fundamentally dependent on the ability 
to obtain the requested, substantial grant award to achieve the desired outcomes for the Solar for All competition. We 
hope you are successful in achieving this goal and look forward to finalizing our shared plan to accelerate deployment of 
clean energy through a public/private investment partnership. 



MSV commends MCEC for applying to the SFA competition and strongly supports your application. Furthermore, we 
authorize you to submit this letter as part of your application for an award pursuant to the GGRF SFA guidance.



Sincerely,



Walter L. McLeod
Managing Director
wmcleod@monarchprivate.com
(540) 848-1340





















10901 Little Patuxent Parkway 
Columbia, MD 21044-3197 
443-518-1000 
MD Relay 711 



howardcc.edu 
 
 
 
 
 



October 9, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean 
Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in distributed solar power 
marketing strategy plan. 
 
Howard Community College (HCC) believes balancing social, environmental, and economic issues today to 
preserve the earth's resources for tomorrow. Sustainability is one of HCC's core values. Academically and 
operationally, the college is committed to limiting our collective impact on the earth and taking a leadership 
position in promoting sustainability practices in our community and beyond. In 2007, college leadership 
formalized HCC's sustainability resolve by signing the American College & University Presidents Climate 
Commitment, agreeing to: enact a comprehensive plan to achieve climate neutrality by 2050; identify 
tangible actions to reduce greenhouse gases; and to compile progress reports and make them publicly 
available by providing them to the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education 
(AASHE). 
 
Additionally, HCC is committed to offer green and clean energy programs to our students. We currently 
offer a Solar PV Installer certification course that aligns with The Maryland Solar for All initiative. HCC 
has committed to dedicated green programs in our soon to be constructed Workforce Development and 
Skilled Trades Center slated to open in 2026.  
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and 



air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 











 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  
 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Minah Woo 
Vice President of Workforce, Innovation & Strategic Partnerships 



 













 
 
October 5, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing as a private citizen and 20+ year energy professional to express my support for the Solar for 
All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with 
industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking 
funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 
application as a partner interested in distributed solar power marketing strategy plan. 
 
I am a member of the 2022/2023 MCEC Advisory Council and a Certified Energy Manager (CEM) through 
the Association of Energy Engineers. The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching 
goals of: 
 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Perry Rosensweig 
6438 Wishbone Ter. 
Cabin John, MD 20818 
MCEC Advisory Council Member 
prosensweig@yahoo.com 
(202) 999-8921 
www.linkedin.com/in/perry-rosensweig-37aa063/ 
 





mailto:prosensweig@yahoo.com










 
September 28, 2023 



 
   
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 



RE:  Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center 
(MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in 
Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 
application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 
 
As a Maryland State Delegate from Prince George’s County, I support clean energy initiatives. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American  



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas-  



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 
2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies 
play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter 
expertise.  
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision 
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged 
communities throughout Maryland. 
 



Sincerely, 
 
 



Maryland State Delegate, District 7A 



 













 
September 21, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy 
Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and 
academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I 
endorse this application as a partner interested in distributed solar power marketing strategy plan. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 
particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 
pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) 
by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State 
agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and 
subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s 
vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 
disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Delegate Jim Hinebaugh 
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September 15, 2023 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee, 



 



I am pleased to support the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean 



Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 



organizations, and academia in Maryland. The partnership is seeking funding to provide access 



to community solar technology to 10,000 disadvantaged, low-income households. 



 



MCEC’s Solar for All grant application supports the goals of reducing emissions of greenhouse 



gases and enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies and other pollution-reducing projects. The proposed plan will also contribute to 



Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 



and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. 



 



State agencies play a critical role in assisting the partnership with direction and access to data 



and subject matter expertise. MCEC is working with the Maryland Department of Veterans 



Affairs to identify projects in long-term care and assisted living facilities that would assist in 



saving energy through solar technology and ensuring resiliency for vulnerable populations. 



MCEC intends to partner with unions and organizations that support veterans and women re-



entering the workforce. MCEC would establish wrap-around services for the disadvantaged, low-



income community workforce, including apprenticeships, remedial classes, transportation, living 



wages, and childcare. 



 



I strongly support the goals of MCEC’s Solar for All application, the partnership’s vision of 



reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and the provision of access to solar technology to low-



income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Very truly yours, 



 



 



Jamie Raskin 



Member of Congress 













 



 



Nuveen, LLC 



19 Old Kings Highway 



Suite 210 
Darien, CT 06820 



p +1 203 875 9500 



nuveen.com 



 
 
 
October 10, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through 
the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a 
partner interested in distributed solar power marketing strategy plan. 
 
My firm Nuveen Green Capital is a national leader in providing sustainable construction 
financing to commercial real estate investment & development companies through Commercial 
Property Assessed Clean Energy Financing (C-PACE financing). MCEC provides administrative 
oversight of the C-PACE program in Maryland and has been a invaluable partner in advancing 
clean energy programs and initiatives within the state. I serve as an Advisory Council Member to 
MCEC and I am fully supportive of their application. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 
 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 
(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 
Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 
coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to 
solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Billingsley  
Senior Director, Originations  
Nuveen Green Capital  
 













 



September 28, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding 
through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 
application as a partner interested in distributed solar power marketing strategy plan. 



The advocacy and activism of organizations like MCEC has been the backbone of our progress 



towards a greener energy grid.  Serving on the Education, Energy and the Environment (EEE) 



Committee, I am proud to work side by side with them on numerous pieces of legislation that 



help Maryland in reaching its net-zero and clean energy goals.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 
 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 
greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 
(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 
Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 
coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 











I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access 
to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
With kindest regards, 



 
Senator Benjamin Brooks 
  





















 
August 29, 2023 



 
CFI Grant Committee 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
FHWA, Office of Planning, Environment and Realty (HEP) 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Equitable Charging Infrastructure Partnership 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Discretionary Grant 
application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state 
and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding for the 
Maryland Equitable Charging Infrastructure Partnership (MECIP). 
 
As a Maryland state legislator I have worked closely with MCEC on important legislative initiatives to 



ensure that Maryland is doing its best to improve access to renewable energy sources for all of its 



residents and to provide increased opportunities to reduce energy consumption. 



The Center has been in the vanguard of creating innovative ways to support efforts, in residential and 



commercial buildings, to reduce Maryland’s carbon footprint. 



This collaborative partnership is focused on providing the citizens of Maryland with the infrastructure 
necessary to support the purchase and use of charging and alternative fuel vehicles; especially in 
disadvantaged communities within the state. Deployment of the requested funding could ultimately 
result in air quality improvements within the Port of Baltimore, increased access to charging infrastructure 
for approximately 160 affordable housing communities, and training to certify hundreds of licensed 
electricians in the region to comply with federal installation regulations. 
 
Department of Transportation funding, spent as proposed in Maryland, will further state efforts to 
implement plans to build out reliable charging infrastructure more rapidly, and significantly impact local 
counties and municipalities of Maryland, especially in relation to: 
    



• Building electric vehicle charging stations along Alternative Fuel Corridors (AFCs) 



• Bringing a variety of charging options to local communities throughout Maryland 



• Providing a collaborative approach to electrifying urban, suburban, and rural Maryland 



• Reducing electric vehicle range anxiety, and 



• Encouraging the adoption of electric vehicles  
 











 
 



Representing counties, municipalities, industry, community development organizations, and labor 
organizations, partners involved made a concerted effort to address diversity, equity and inclusion in 
developing this application. State agencies have been consulted and proposed projects have been 
identified for installation at sites in communities and along corridors.  



 
On their behalf I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Equitable 
Charging Infrastructure Partnership, to increase access to reliable electric vehicle infrastructure across the 
state.  
 
Sincerely, 



 
Senator 
District 19 
Montgomery County 



 













 



Town of Washington Grove 



Sustainability Committee 



 
September 7, 2023 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy 



Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and 



academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I 



endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 



 



The Town of Washington Grove has committed its support to the goals of the Paris Climate Accords as well as the 



Maryland goals stated below and the very ambitious goals of Montgomery County. To that end the Town has 



created a Sustainability Committee charged with assessing the Town’s and the community’s GHG contributions and 



developing a Climate Action Plan in coordination with the CAPs of the state and county. As a small town on the 



Historic Register of Historic Places we can bring hyper-local input and participation to the overall state effort. 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 



pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) 



by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State 



agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and 



subject matter expertise.  



 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s 



vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 



disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely, 



 
Sustainability Committee Chair, Town of Washington Grove, MD 





















 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



                                            



East County 



 3300 Briggs Chaney Rd, 



Silver Spring, MD 20904  



 240-777-8412 



Germantown  
 12900 Middlebrook Road 



Germantown, MD 20902 



 240-406-5485     
 



Wheaton 



 11510 Georgia Ave, First Floor 



Wheaton, MD 20902  



 301-929-6880 



September 14, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement. 
 
WorkSource Montgomery (WSM) is Montgomery County, Maryland’s designated Workforce 
Development entity charged with delivering Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act services in our 
region. WSM focuses on linking local and regional economic development and workforce efforts in 
Montgomery County, Maryland. We recognize emerging labor demands to achieve county climate goals. 
WSM has created sustainable workforce solutions that are tailored to the region. Our mission is to assist 
all Montgomery County employers and stakeholders to meet their labor needs. 



MCEC can benefit from ongoing WSM recruitment into training programs, screening, and placement 
support. As a workforce development organization, WSM allows area businesses to meet their current and 
future workforce needs through high-quality employment and training programs.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 











 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



                                            



East County 



 3300 Briggs Chaney Rd, 



Silver Spring, MD 20904  



 240-777-8412 



Germantown  
 12900 Middlebrook Road 



Germantown, MD 20902 



 240-406-5485     
 



Wheaton 



 11510 Georgia Ave, First Floor 



Wheaton, MD 20902  



 301-929-6880 



2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 



Sincerely,  



 
Anthony Featherstone  
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October 10, 2023 
 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Re: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-
profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a partner interested in 
distributed solar power marketing strategy plan. 
 
SFCS is a senior living, education and civic/public architecture, engineering, and interior design firm 
with offices in Roanoke, VA; Charlotte, NC; Philadelphia, PA and Louisville, KY; creating solutions 
for positive change and elevating the human experience. We are currently working with the 
Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs in the design stage of Maryland’s second Veterans Home.  
Upon completion, the home will become residence to 128 veterans in the rolling hillsides of 
Sykesville, MD. Our goal for this project is zero greenhouse gas emissions, and we plan to accomplish 
this using solar energy technologies. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 
 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants. 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities. 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse 



gas- and air pollution-reducing projects. 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 











Solar for All Grant Committee 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
October 10, 2023 
Page 2 of 2 
 



 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over 
the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act 
(CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with 
direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  
 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, 
the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology 
to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kerry D. Buck, AIA, LEED AP 
Senior Principal 
 
KDB:afd 
 
 
cc: Mr. Robert L. Finn, Deputy Secretary – Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs  
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        October 11, 2023 



 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by 
the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding 
through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.   
 
The Maryland Office of People’s Counsel (OPC) is an independent state agency that 
represents the interests of Maryland residential utility customers.  OPC participates in the 
MCEC advisory council.  OPC supports the MCEC’s grant application.  OPC supports 
solutions for achieving the State’s greenhouse gas emissions goals that are not overly 
burdensome for utility ratepayers.  Utility rates are a regressive form of funding.  The 
MCEC Solar for All program application would enable low-income and disadvantaged 
communities to benefit from solar technologies without burdening them with increased 
utility rates to support the program. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to 



American communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from 



solar technologies. 
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Office of People’s Counsel • 410-767-8150 / 800-207-4055 • opc@maryland.gov 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal 
of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the 
Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical 
role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and 
subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing 
access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout 
Maryland. 



 
Very truly yours, 
 



 
 



     William F. Fields 



     Deputy People’s Counsel 
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September 15, 2023 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Subject: Letter of Support for Maryland Solar for All Application 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee,  



 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 



Clean Energy Center (MCEC). 



 



Citizen Energy, LLC is an SBA 8(a) certified Latino owned disadvantaged small business, and is focused 



on ensuring low-income disadvantaged communities are included in Maryland’s transition to community 



solar and cleaner energy. These communities are struggling to navigate the complex landscape of 



opportunities, benefits and incentives provided by governments and industry. Through our Avanza 



Community Solar initiative in Latino communities, for example, there exists language and education 



barriers, as well as a complete lack of community solar infrastructure in these communities. These 



barriers have led to Latino households continuing to settle for traditional sources of energy, which do not 



provide financial relief and generate harmful environmental and health impacts. 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application will support Citizen Energy’s efforts to address these barriers in our 



communities, and will support development and financing of community solar projects, and the 



implementation of bilingual outreach and education. Our current goal is ~30,000 households, with 20% to 



50% savings for each household subscription. Citizen Energy is also able to bring in equity investors and debt 



financing for a percentage of costs not covered by Solar for All funds.  



 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application.  



 



Sincerely, 



 



 



 



Edwin Luevanos 



Chief Executive Officer, Co-Founder  



Citizen Energy, LLC 



(202) 930-1299 



www.citizen-energy.com  













 
  



 
 
 



 
 



  



September 15, 2023 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Subject: Letter of Support for Maryland Solar for All Application 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee,  



 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 



Clean Energy Center (MCEC). 



 



Citizen Energy, LLC is an SBA 8(a) certified Latino owned disadvantaged small business, and is focused 



on ensuring low-income disadvantaged communities are included in Maryland’s transition to community 



solar and cleaner energy. These communities are struggling to navigate the complex landscape of 



opportunities, benefits and incentives provided by governments and industry. Through our Avanza 



Community Solar initiative in Latino communities, for example, there exists language and education 



barriers, as well as a complete lack of community solar infrastructure in these communities. These 



barriers have led to Latino households continuing to settle for traditional sources of energy, which do not 



provide financial relief and generate harmful environmental and health impacts. 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application will support Citizen Energy’s efforts to address these barriers in our 



communities, and will support development and financing of community solar projects, and the 



implementation of bilingual outreach and education. Our current goal is ~30,000 households, with 20% to 



50% savings for each household subscription. Citizen Energy is also able to bring in equity investors and debt 



financing for a percentage of costs not covered by Solar for All funds.  



 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application.  



 



Sincerely, 



 



 



 



Edwin Luevanos 



Chief Executive Officer, Co-Founder  



Citizen Energy, LLC 



(202) 930-1299 



www.citizen-energy.com  













 
1150 S Orlando Avenue 
Winter Park, FL 32789 



 
 
August 21, 2023 
 
Montgomery County Green Bank 
155 Gibbs Street, Unit 512 
Rockville MD 20850 
 
RE: Residential LMI solar letter of support  
  
Dear Mr. Morel: 
 
Climate First Bancorp is the bank holding company for Climate First Bank (the “Bank”), an 
FDIC-insured community bank with a mission to provide environmentally and socially impactful 
lending. Along with the Bank, Climate First Bancorp has a controlling interest in OneEthos, a 
minority-led, mission-driven technology company focused on providing digital solutions to 
financial institutions that are traditionally underserved by technology such as community banks, 
CDFIs, credit unions, and green banks. OneEthos is one of the few financial technology 
companies in the nation that is regulated by the Federal Reserve Bank. The Bancorp, Bank, and 
OneEthos are Certified B Corps and registered as state benefit corporations. We share in the 
Montgomery County Green Bank’s (“MCGB”) vision for a greener, more equitable future. The 
purpose of this letter is to convey Climate First Bancorp’s commitment to partnering with 
MCGB to help build and execute on a pipeline of qualified projects focused on delivering 
attainable residential solar to LMI homeowners. 
 
One of the top priorities at Climate First Bank since opening in June 2021 has been facilitating 
the adoption of solar in communities across Florida. OneEthos has developed relationships with 
over 200 solar installers in Florida. Nationwide, these established installer relationships cover 21 
states providing an opportunity that extends far beyond our home state. With the support of the 
fully digitized solar demand generation and lending platform developed by OneEthos, the Bank 
has generated and processed nearly $140 million of solar loan applications over the last 16 
months since the program was first launched. Approximately 35% of the loans originated are 
located in CDFI investment areas. We believe we can do far more with the support of incentives 
from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. 
 
As an example of how additional support can be leveraged to achieve greater scale in deploying 
solar to LMI communities, OneEthos is currently working with MCGB on a program that stands 
to deliver attainable solar to homeowners in Equity Emphasis Areas in Montgomery County and 
beyond. MCGB is providing a combination of rate buydown and, in certain cases, loan loss 
reserve which in combination mitigate the challenges of both the lender and the LMI borrower to 
make solar a reality for a greater number of homeowners in the community. This model or 
similar could be developed with partners such as the MCGB to deliver solar to tens of thousands 











of LMI households across Maryland, eventually expanding to support hundreds of thousands of 
LMI households nationwide.  



 
Climate First Bancorp understands that MCGB’s capacity to invest in qualified projects is dependent on 
their ability to obtain a grant award from the GGRF grant competition. We support their efforts to 
receive such an award and authorize them to use this letter in support of that effort, including submitting 
this letter as part of MCGB’s application to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 



Sincerely, 



 
Chris Cucci 
SVP | Chief of Staff 
Climate First Bank 
 













Enlightened Enterprises, Inc. 
Bringing Enlightened Energy Outcomes to the Nation's Housing Authorities 



Headquarters Office 
1149 Martha's Court East 
Knoxville, Maryland 21758 
301-639-3767 
Enlightened 1 oni (gmail.com  
www.EnlightenedEnterprisesInc.com  



October 4, 2023 



U.S Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 



RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Solar for All Application 



Dear Madam, Sir: 



On behalf of our company, Enlightened Enterprises, we enthusiastically 
support the application from the Maryland Clean Energy Center to the 
EPA for the Solar for All Program. We are working closely with our 
colleague, Steve Morgan (Clean Energy Solutions) to bring information 
about this exciting new program to our colleagues, affordable housing 
clients and business partners. We are particularly excited to see the 
interest from Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) in Maryland as we 
believe they and the low and moderate residents they serve are perfectly 
suited to be a primary beneficiary of the program. As the past Deputy 
Executive Director of the National Association of Housing and 











Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO), serving over 20,000 members 
including most all of the Nation's PHAs, I know that a program like this 
can make a profound difference nationally in contributing to more 
affordable and decent, safe and sanitary housing. 



Our company has been involved in over $500 million in successful, 
affordable energy projects with PHAs over the past 20 years. We see this 
program as a key component in driving new solar-based affordable 
housing in Maryland and throughout the Country, especially when 
coupled with the other Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) programs. By 
stacking these incentives with the Solar for All program, additional 
energy conservation measures can be incorporated into these projects, 
including windows, storm doors, and resilience measures bringing about 
more robust projects - a win-win outcome for all. 



Please let us know how we might be of assistance to the Department in 
ensuring the program's success. 



"incerely, 



Michael Nail 



CEO 



cc: Steve Morgan 



Maryland Clean Energy Center 













 
 



 



 
 
August 29, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through 
the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a 
partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
Groundswell is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a mission to build community power 
through equitable community solar projects, clean energy programs that reduce energy 
burdens, and pioneering research initiatives that help light the way to clean energy futures for 
all. In support of MCEC’s application for Solar For All funding, Groundswell intends to provide 
centralized customer management for a statewide community solar program exclusively 
serving LMI households, streamlining community solar program data management via 
Groundswell’s “SharePower” software platform. Groundswell also seeks to assist MCEC with 
planning and siting for energy storage (including resilience hubs, which combine solar + 
storage), building on Groundswell’s work to develop a framework for community-driven energy 
resilience investments in historically marginalized areas of the state. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 
greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 



 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 
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This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 
(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 
Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 
coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  
 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to 
solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michelle Moore 
CEO 
Groundswell 
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September 27, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project 
Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
Healthy Neighborhoods Inc (HNI) has a track record of assembling and deploying capital in Baltimore 



City low- and moderate- income (LMI) neighborhoods. Since 2004, HNI has facilitated over $100M of 



capital investment, most of this in the form of below-market rehabilitation loans to homeowners and 



over 90% of which has occurred in GGRF-defined Low Income and Disadvantaged Communities (LIDCs). 



Since 2014, this investment includes nearly $6M for energy-saving capital upgrades to nonprofit owned 



facilities utilizing State Maryland Energy Administration, as well as City and private philanthropic 



resources.  HNI aggregates and coordinates improvements to HVAC, building envelope, and lighting 



resulting in energy-savings and cost-reductions. HNI has completed over 160 such projects, valued at 



over $5M.  100% of these projects are in LIDCs or service LIDC populations or both.  HNI has applied to 



the federal Department of Energy “Renew America’s Nonprofits” FOA to expand this program. 



Moving forward, HNI is growing this energy program to create greater synergy with our neighborhood-
based investments facilitating green investment. These are communities so often left behind by 
generation-change investments, which is why the Justice40 goals were established and why 
communities like this are designated as LIDCs. HNI has a set of sixteen, on-the-ground community 
partners with whom we collaborate to market our loan products and on other community development 
initiatives.  We envision this network, coupled with our experience with lending and green capital, as a 
unique and powerful platform for delivering the Justice40 mission on a neighborhood basis in Baltimore 
City.  As part of this effort, HNI is developing a green second mortgage program to layer on our existing 
loan products, and, relevant to this program, exploring partners for community-scale energy, resiliency 
and sustainability investments.  We are not currently in a position to offer matching funds but will bring 
our platform in support of the program.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 











 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 



Sincerely, 



 



Robert F Pipik 



Healthy Neighborhoods Inc 



President/CEO 



 



bpipik@healthyneighborhoods.org 



410-913-4721 



11 E Mt. Royal Ave, Suite 302 



Baltimore MD 21202 



 



 













September 28, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.



Washington, DC 20460



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee:



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean



Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with the solar industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit



organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction



Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment



Technical Assistance Plan.



GRID Alternatives Mid-Atlantic is a nonprofit solar organization located in Washington, DC. It increases solar



access for underserved communities and communities of color in the Washington, DC region through



workforce training and solar installations at no cost to low- and moderate-income families. GRID Mid-Atlantic



works with MCEC to deploy solar throughout Maryland’s most underserved and underresourced communities.



Our partnership will expand to include solar workforce training through our NextGen Training Academy. The



Academy creates new pathways for individuals to work in solar, which meets the demands of a growing solar



industry and provides opportunities for individuals to reach new heights in their careers.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants



● Creating cleaner American communities, particularly in low-income and disadvantaged areas



● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of solar projects



● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar



technologies



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% by 2031 and



net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies



are critical in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter



expertise.



GRID Alternatives Mid-Atlantic | 1629 Benning Road NE, Washington, DC 20002
(202) 602-0191 | gridalternatives.org/midatlantic











I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application. This action



would be a crucial step toward realizing the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and



providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Elijah Perry



Executive Director



GRID Alternatives Mid-Atlantic



GRID Alternatives Mid-Atlantic | 1629 Benning Road NE, Washington, DC 20002
(202) 602-0191 | gridalternatives.org/midatlantic













I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, 
not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested 
in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan.



Clean Slate Solar embodies the ambition of leading an inclusive shift towards sustainable energy. 
We are steadfast in our mission to make renewable energy universally accessible, with a 
particular emphasis on uplifting disadvantaged communities and low-to-moderate-income 
households. By focusing our efforts on commercial and industrial zones within marginalized 
areas, such as the Greater Landover region where several of our rooftop community solar 
initiatives are based, we aim to bring the numerous advantages of community solar right to the 
doorstep of those who stand to benefit most. Our vision, anchored in inclusivity, serves as a 
blueprint for a brighter, greener future.



Our collaboration with MCEC and shared dedication to clean energy initiatives represent a united 
front to instigate significant change and broaden equitable access to sustainable energy 
resources. The strength of our partnership is mirrored in the multifaceted value we bring:



Community Solar Expertise: Our established record of advocating for equal access to 
clean energy, combined with our extensive experience in C&I solar project development, 
positions us to provide invaluable insights and expertise to this joint initiative. 











Strategic Deployment: Our strong inclination towards deploying solar projects that offer 
tangible benefits to stakeholders aligns seamlessly with the mission of the Solar for All 
grant.
Workforce Development: We're deeply committed to enriching the skill sets of aspiring 
and established workers alike. Our initiatives include offering internships and 
apprenticeships, bolstering job readiness through resume workshops and interview 
preparations, organizing interactive sessions such as workshops and panel discussions, 
championing short-term projects and competitions, and imparting essential soft skills like 
professionalism and teamwork.



We are enthusiastic about the boundless potential of this collaboration and the profound, 
positive impact it can bring to Maryland's residents. It is my ardent hope that our joint endeavors 
will gain the recognition they merit and propel us closer to realizing our ambitious vision.



Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants
Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities
Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 
greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects
Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies.













I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, 
not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested 
in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan.



Clean Slate Solar embodies the ambition of leading an inclusive shift towards sustainable energy. 
We are steadfast in our mission to make renewable energy universally accessible, with a 
particular emphasis on uplifting disadvantaged communities and low-to-moderate-income 
households. By focusing our efforts on commercial and industrial zones within marginalized 
areas, such as the Greater Landover region where several of our rooftop community solar 
initiatives are based, we aim to bring the numerous advantages of community solar right to the 
doorstep of those who stand to benefit most. Our vision, anchored in inclusivity, serves as a 
blueprint for a brighter, greener future.



Our collaboration with MCEC and shared dedication to clean energy initiatives represent a united 
front to instigate significant change and broaden equitable access to sustainable energy 
resources. The strength of our partnership is mirrored in the multifaceted value we bring:



Community Solar Expertise: Our established record of advocating for equal access to 
clean energy, combined with our extensive experience in C&I solar project development, 
positions us to provide invaluable insights and expertise to this joint initiative. 











Strategic Deployment: Our strong inclination towards deploying solar projects that offer 
tangible benefits to stakeholders aligns seamlessly with the mission of the Solar for All 
grant.
Workforce Development: We're deeply committed to enriching the skill sets of aspiring 
and established workers alike. Our initiatives include offering internships and 
apprenticeships, bolstering job readiness through resume workshops and interview 
preparations, organizing interactive sessions such as workshops and panel discussions, 
championing short-term projects and competitions, and imparting essential soft skills like 
professionalism and teamwork.



We are enthusiastic about the boundless potential of this collaboration and the profound, 
positive impact it can bring to Maryland's residents. It is my ardent hope that our joint endeavors 
will gain the recognition they merit and propel us closer to realizing our ambitious vision.



Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants
Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities
Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 
greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects
Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies.













 
85 Merrimac Street, Suite 300, Boston, MA 02114 617-491-0443 cleanenergysol.com 
 
 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



   



RE:  Maryland Clean Energy Center Solar for All Application 
 
September 8, 2023 
 
Dear EPA colleagues: 
 
 On behalf of our company, we enthusiastically support your application to EPA for the Solar for All 
Program.  As a thirty-five year veteran of working with low income affordable housing agencies to 
improve the energy burdens, comfort and costs of utilities in this country and Canada, I have not before 
witnessed the financial, climate, and economic dividends potentially forthcoming from this program.  In 
concert with the ITC and the IRA’s DOE Electrification program, residents and their owners in public 
housing agencies can look forward to cost reductions exceeding 50% in most parts of the country, 
including Maryland. 
 
Our role in your application process has been reaching out to and educating MD’s housing authorities to 
the benefits of the program.  HUD properties to date have been largely neglected by the twenty or so 
community solar programs nationwide with low income carve outs, chiefly for two reasons:  (1) the 
absence of incentives for owners; and (2) the inflexibility of HUD in adjusting utility allowances for 
residents and owners.  The significant dollars, in total and per individual, represented by Solar for All, 
and the nascent recognition at HUD that their policies need modifications, gives me hope that we can 
overcome both barriers.  
 
With a successful application, Clean Energy Solutions would seek to earn a technical assistance contract 
to reach out again to public housing agencies, educating them about the benefits of the program, 
assisting in their strategies to enroll residents, and helping them assess what on-site solar installation 
opportunities they have.  We would also help them recruit Section 3 residents to employment 
opportunities.  Finally, we would work with them and you to facilitate their leveraging SfA funds with 
other IRA  and utility incentives.  Most significantly, we would urge them to capitalize the savings stream 
from solar rate reductions and other energy efficiency investments made easier with additional IRA 
incentives to design and install additional measures, including windows, storm doors, and resilience 
measures.  We believe that the savings streams can generate $10,000 per unit for such investments. 
 
There are an estimated 25,000 public housing units in the state, and an additional 25,000 in Housing 
Choice Vouchers administered by public housing authorities. Their residents are a very deserving set of 
stakeholders, who can also be enrolled in large numbers without undue effort once their owners are 
committed.  And their owners should share your commitment to dramatically reducing GHG emissions.  











 
We are working in eight states and municipalities on Solar for All applications, again bringing together 
housing authorities with applicants.  Maryland stands alone in its extensive outreach to stakeholders, 
thoughtfulness in incorporating their input, and planning for a successful program.  Congratulations, and 
I look forward to the prospect of working with you later next year.   
 
Sincerely yours, 
 



 
Stephen J. Morgan 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













 
9/22/2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I'm writing on behalf of the MACTC to express our support for the Solar for All grant application made by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in collaboration with the clean energy sector, state and local governments, 
non-profit organizations, and academic institutions in Maryland. This grant application is being funded by the Solar 
for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.  As a partner eager to contribute with the Project Deployment Technical 
Assistance Plan, we support this application. 
 
At the very heart of The Mid-Atlantic Carpenters’ Training Center is the idea that partnership between key 
stakeholders is the most important building block to the success of our training program. Partnership with the MCEC 
embodies stakeholder cooperation where MACTC will be afforded the opportunity to align organizational 
commitment to clean energy initiatives throughout the state of Maryland and surrounding regions.  
 
The MACTC has a vision to scale the apprenticeship program to employ a more diverse workforce to meet the needs 



of the Green Economy in the state of Maryland. The Carpenter Apprenticeship, as it is currently constructed, has set 



goals that the programs training provides essential career/certification pathways in an organized manner to create a 



series of manageable steps leading to successively higher credentials and employment opportunities in the 



Carpenters union. Each designed step will be used to prepare students for the next level of education and 



employment, providing multiple/stackable credentials with labor market value. Credentials to prepare individuals to 



enter the green workforce. 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 
particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 
pollution-reducing projects. 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) 
by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State 
agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject 
matter expertise.  



 
In order to execute the coalition's aim of lowering greenhouse gas emissions and giving low-income and 
disadvantaged areas across Maryland access to solar technology, we respectfully ask for your support and funding. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Robert Eaton 
Training Director MACTC 













  
  HELPING PEOPLE WORK TOGETHER TO CREATE A BETTER SAFER AND MORE JUST WORLD 



 



 
 



The Center for Climate Strategies (CCS) is a 501c3 nonprofit organization located in Washington, DC. 
1850 M Street, NW, Suite 840, Washington, DC 20036 



(202) 540-9121 office, (202) 540-9122 fax 
www.climatestrategies.us  



 
 
 
August 22, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project 
Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 



The Center for Climate Strategies (CCS) is a national 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that provides 
capacity building, technical assistance, and collaboration support to public and private organizations to 
enable development and implementation of comprehensive, collaborative climate policy actions and 
measures in all economic sectors and levels of government. This includes the mobilization of public and 
private investment to targeted greenhouse gas (GHG) and vulnerability reduction and resilience 
activities as well as equitable economic recovery and job creation. CCS shares MCEC’s vision for a 
greener, more equitable future and has actively supported this vision since its inception in 2004 through 
work across all regions of the US and key regions of the world.  
 
The purpose of this letter is to convey CCS’s interest in supporting MCEC with capacity building and 
technical assistance for a network of local governments, community lenders, other financial partners, 
and project partners to enable project development, financing, workforce development, and education 
at accelerated levels at the community, state, and regional levels, with special focus on capacity 
expansion and technical assistance for low income and disadvantaged communities (LIDAC).  
 
CCS was founded in 2004 with the mission to “Help People Work Together to Create a Better, Safer, 
World.” Since then, we have implemented over 100 high impact projects through partnership-based 
actions with numerous philanthropic, and governmental partners and over 1,000 stakeholders from 
diverse technical institutions and civil society. This includes a multiyear Private Investment Mobilization 
initiative and extensive support in the past two years to US states, localities, and regions on the 











Center for Climate Strategies, Inc. 
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deployment of federal funds to meet. In addition, CCS provided prior support through the US 
Department of Energy to implement the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) by helping 
states, tribes, and localities adopt clean energy financial mechanisms through local financial institutions 
in 37 states.  
 
CCS has supported climate change policy and program development in Maryland since 2008 through 15 
projects and is currently performing comprehensive climate and energy modeling to support state 
achievement of 2031 and 2045 climate change goals. CCS also has had a long-term faculty and program 
presence with major universities, including Johns Hopkins University. 
 
CCS expects to leverage its substantial expertise to develop and implement model capacity building and 
technical assistance programs in partnership with MCEC and in collaboration with financial, government, 
technical, and educational partners, including community organizations and historically black colleges 
and universities (HBCUs) and other institutions of learning located in or oriented to LIDACs.  
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of: 
 



• Reducing emissions of GHGs and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of GHG- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of GHG- and air 



pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading GHG reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) 
by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  
Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access 
to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing GHG emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income 
and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Thomas D. Peterson  
President and CEO 
 













6710A Rockledge Drive, Suite 405, Bethesda, MD 20817. 



Phone:240-706-5687. https://ABSQEnergy.com 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



September 1, 2023 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 



Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 



governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through 



the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a 



partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 



 



Advanced Biomimetic Sensors (ABS) is a member of MCEC involved with the Maryland clean 



energy community activities since 2022, we were interested in helping the county’s microgrid 



battery system enhance energy efficiency through our expertise in the clean energy field of 



Nano-biomimetic  Room-temperature Superconductive  Qubit Array Energy Storage Platform 



Technology, that offers more than 470-fold higher volumetric energy density than Li-ion battery 



with 7 issued energy storage patents.  We would like to be a sub-recipient with MCEC for the 



EPA  Solar grant and contribute our expertise and develop the urgently needed new types of 



battery to store 10  - times longer the energy and with no risk for fire and environmental 



contamination during manufacturing processing.   We had communicated with county microgrid 



Director Mr.  Michael Yambrach for collaboration. We are ready to help. We submitted our 



proposal to MCEC. 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 



(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 



Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 



coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  
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I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 



application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to 



solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely, 



Signature here 
 



 



Ellen T. Chen, Ph. D. President/CEO 



Advanced Biomimetic Sensors, Inc. 



 



 
Signature:________________________ 



 



 



Date: September 1, 2023  



 



 



 



 



 













____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Supporting the revitalization and strengthening of underserved Baltimore Neighborhoods through innovative and flexible financial assistance. 



 
 



September 29, 2023 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



 



 Re.: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



  Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



Baltimore Community Lending, Inc. (BCL) is pleased to support the Maryland Clean Energy 



Center (MCEC) in its application for EPA-R-HQ-SFA-23 SOLAR FOR ALL.  If awarded, the 



MCEC will provide subsidies and other financial assistance to residential rooftop and residential-



serving community solar projects in and benefiting low-income and disadvantaged communities 



in addition to project deployment technical assistance such as workforce development, 



community outreach, and other project development support.   



 



Baltimore Community Lending is a Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) and 



mission-based lender serving the Baltimore metro area. We are 100% dedicated to delivering 



responsible, affordable lending products to help low-income, low-wealth, and other 



disadvantaged people and communities join the economic mainstream. We are making loans to 



real estate developers and small business owners committed to developing underserved 



neighborhoods. 



We work with the government, foundations, financial institutions, community stakeholders, 



anchor institutions, and small business owners early in the planning process to provide small-to-



mid-sized capital solutions leading to a more diverse and economically balanced Baltimore 



region. 



Since our inception in 1989, BCL has sought to strengthen neighborhoods through flexible 



financing. In 2018, BCL expanded its lending products to include small businesses based on a 



recognition of community needs and BCL’s capabilities amongst a variety of stakeholders 



throughout the city. 



  



875 Hollins Street 



Suite 301 



Baltimore, Maryland 21201 



 



410.727.8590  Office 



410.319.0734  Fax 



www.BCLending.org 





http://www.bclending.org/








____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Supporting the revitalization and strengthening of underserved Baltimore Neighborhoods through innovative and flexible financial assistance. 



Currently, BCL does not offer a climate lending product. However, BCL’s current Strategic Plan 



for FY 2024-2027 includes a goal for adding climate and green/sustainable initiatives including 



lending products and education and technical assistance through outreach in our target markets. 



Consequently, two members of our staff recently completed a nine (9) week Commercial Solar 



Lending training course with Inclusiv and University of New Hampshire.  Additionally, BCL is 



consulting with Inclusiv to establish a solar/green lending knowledge library in hopes of 



developing a climate/green lending product.  



 



For BCL’s part, we are making loans to real estate developers and small business owners 



committed to developing underserved neighborhoods and creating jobs and community wealth. 



We are 100% dedicated to delivering responsible, affordable lending products to help low-



income, low-wealth, and other disadvantaged people and communities join the economic 



mainstream. 



Beyond direct lending, our strategy involves leveraging $3,000,000 in other committed funding 



sources to establish the BCL Business Development & Resource Center (BDRC) to provide 



needed technical assistance and professional support for new and existing enterprises and 



underserved communities. BCL will leverage up to $10,000,000 in lending for affordable and 



sustainable housing development projects. BCL looks forward to a successful partnership with 



the MCEC on its SOLAR FOR ALL application as we strive for a more equitable clean energy 



future. 
 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 



(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 



Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 



coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 



BCL urges your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 



application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to 



solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely, 



 



Sean E.L. Russell 
 



SeanE.L. Russell 



Chief Lending Officer 



Commented [SR1]: Is this $3.0M our acquisition investment? 
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September 29, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460



Re: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee:



As the Board Secretary of Building Change, I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All
grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with
industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland,
seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse
this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance
Plan.



Building Change is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that enhances energy efficiency and solar
access for low- and moderate-income (LMI) residents throughout Maryland. We're a multiyear
grantee with the Maryland Energy Administration and the Maryland Department of Housing and
Community Development through which we have supported 500+ LMI residents via home
performance and solar projects since 2017. We excel as Maryland’s largest home performance
grantee as we near $3 million in projects during 2023.



Building Change is ready to utilize its expertise and experience as a participant in MCEC’s Solar for
All application through three components: (1) Solar Low-Income Residential Rooftop Installations;
(2) Apprenticeship Training and Coordination; and (3) Rideshare Credit Generation and Distribution.
With a total cost of $6,142,022 over five years, each component aligns with Solar for All objectives
as outlined by the Environmental Protection Agency.



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to
low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



James Miletello
Board Secretary





mailto:info@buildingchange.net
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Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application 
submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with 
industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and 
academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner 
interested in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
We at the Baltimore-DC Metro Building Trades Council are fully committed to 
working alongside the community, property owners, contractors, developers, 
and elected officials to establish a model that guarantees construction workers 
receive a wage that can support their families, access to benefits (including paid 
healthcare and pension), an opportunity to retire with honor and work in an 
environment that prioritizes safety. Through our outreach to community 
organizations, schools, and job readiness providers, we are confident in our 
ability to prepare the next generation of construction workers with an 
apprenticeship readiness model that will enable them to thrive. 
 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing 



projects to American communities, particularly low-income and 
disadvantaged communities 



 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional 
deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 



 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or 
benefit from solar technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas 
reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 
2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State 
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agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction 
and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar 
for All application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged 
communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



 



Gregory Akerman 
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10/5/2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All (SFA) grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-
for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland (MD), seeking funding through the SFA Greenhouse 
Gas (GHG) Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in 
the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
ICAST is a national 501c3 nonprofit with a mission to provide triple bottom line benefits to communities 
in a manner that builds local capacity. Its focus is delivering clean energy solutions to households living 
in the multifamily (MF) housing market—primarily MF affordable housing (MFAH) and disadvantaged 
communities (DACs). ICAST manages over $100M in incentive funding for low income (LI) MF properties. 
ICAST can boost investment in deploying solar and battery energy storage systems (BESS) into LI and 
DACs across MD. It can do this through rooftop/on-site MF solar and shared MF solar (CS) projects via its 
Project Sunlight Program and provide technical assistance in solar projects and related initiatives. 
 
The MD SFA application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of GHGs and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of GHG and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 
particularly low-income (LI) and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of GHG and air 
pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and DACs to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to MD’s nation-leading GHG reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 
2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  MD State 
agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, 
and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the MD SFA application, the coalition’s vision 
of reducing GHG emissions, and providing access to solar technology to LI and DACs throughout MD. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Ravi Malhotra 
Founder and President, ICAST 
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September 20, 2023 



Solar for All Grant Review Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 



I am writing to express enthusiastic support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland. The Clean Energy States Alliance (CESA) endorses this application as a 
partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 



Founded in 2002, CESA is a national nonprofit coalition of state energy agencies working together to advance 
the rapid expansion of clean energy technologies to benefit all. CESA has extensive experience helping states 
design and build low- and moderate-income (LMI) solar programs, such as those described in MCEC’s of Solar for 
All application. Should Maryland receive funding, CESA will work to support the implementation of MCEC’s Solar 
for All programs. CESA has a long and strong working relationship with the state of Maryland and looks forward 
to working with MCEC, in partnership with the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA). CESA has worked with 
MEA in collaboration with other state agencies in Maryland on a variety of projects and initiatives. MEA has 
been a core member of CESA for over a decade. 



Currently, Maryland participates in multiple CESA-led working groups across renewable energy topics, including 
the Scaling Up Solar for Under-Resourced Communities under an award from the U.S. Department of Energy and 
the Maryland Works for Wind project under an award from the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Good Jobs 
Challenge. 



Should MCEC receive grant funding from the GGRF Solar for All program, CESA is ready offer its deep expertise in 
LMI solar programs and policy to help MCEC (a) create tools and resources to aid program implementation, (b) 
provide technical assistance based on our experience in LMI solar program design, and (c) convene other states 
and Solar for All grantees to discuss best practices in LMI solar program design and implementation and offer 
advice to MCEC on community outreach strategies.  



We believe that the Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of 1) Reducing emissions 
of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants; 2) Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-
reducing projects to American communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities; 3) 
Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-
reducing projects; and 4) Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 
 
CESA is pleased to support MCEC’s and MEA’s application and vision for Maryland Solar for All. 



Sincerely, 
 
 
Warren Leon  
Executive Director, Clean Energy States Alliance 





mailto:LMilford@cleanegroup.org


http://www.cesa.org/










September 6, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee:



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center
(MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in
Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse this
application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan.



PosiGen is a national leader in providing accessible and affordable solar and energy efficiency services to
low-and-moderate income communities. Founded in 2011 and headquartered in New Orleans, PosiGen now serves 25,000
customers across 7 states. Our unique solar lease has no income or FICO score requirements, provides first year savings
and system production guarantees, and provides energy efficiency work with every project to help reduce the home’s
energy burden. PosiGen has also partnered with entities including the Connecticut Green Bank, Philadelphia Energy
Authority, and DC Green Bank to expand access to solar to underserved communities. We believe that Maryland’s Solar
For All application will provide the critical support needed to serve low-income and disadvantaged communities across
the state.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of:
● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, particularly



low-income and disadvantaged communities
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air



pollution-reducing projects
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by
2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies
play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter
expertise.



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged
communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



/s/ Kyle Wallace



Kyle Wallace
VP, Public Policy & Government Affairs
PosiGen Inc.
kwallace@posigen.com
(208) 608-6179





mailto:kwallace@posigen.com
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September 22, 2023 



 



 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



 



The Coalition for Community Solar Access (CCSA) is writing to express support for the Solar for 



All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership 



with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in 



Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



opportunity.  CCSA endorses this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project 



Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 



 



CCSA is a national trade association representing more than 100 community solar companies, 



businesses, and nonprofits working to expand customer choice and access to solar for all 



American households through community solar. Community solar is uniquely positioned to 



support EPA’s goal of benefiting low-income and disadvantaged households through its ability 



to reach customers that rent and/or lack the resources or credit to make an upfront investment 



in solar energy. 



 



CCSA represents the vast majority of industry participating in Maryland’s community solar 



market, which currently consists of about 120 megawatts of operating capacity and over 300 



megawatts reserved and under development. The community solar program was recently made 



permanent in Maryland through the passage of HB908 (2023), which ensures continued growth 



in the sector and a pipeline that could exceed 1 gigawatt. HB908 requires that all projects 



dedicate at least 40% of their capacity to low income and disadvantaged residents (intentionally 



aligned with President Biden’s Justice40 Initiative). Solar for All funding would incentivize 



greater demand for participation from those customers while also further enhancing the benefits 



received. Finally, funding could be leveraged to drive project development in preferred locations 



– such as on more urban rooftops and in disadvantaged and underserved communities.  



 





mailto:info@communitysolaraccess.org








1380 Monroe Street NW, #721 



Washington, DC 20010 



720.334.8045 



info@communitysolaraccess.org 
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Maryland’s community solar program is an ideal vehicle for achieving the objectives of the 



EPA’s Solar for All initiative, and Maryland’s Solar for All Application, which supports the 



overarching goals of: 



 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants; 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities; 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse 



gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 



(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 



Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 



coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 



CCSA urges your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 



application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access 



to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely, 



 



/s/ Charlie Coggeshall 



 



Charlie Coggeshall 



Mid-Atlantic Regional Director 



Coalition for Community Solar Access 



 



 





mailto:info@communitysolaraccess.org










 



September 21st, 2023 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



CleanCapital is writing to express support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 



Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 



organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 



Reduction Fund opportunity.  CleanCapital endorses this application as a partner interested in assisting in 



the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 



CleanCapital is a diversified clean energy investment platform focused on the middle-market solar and 



storage industry and one of the largest commercial solar asset owners in the U.S. To date, CleanCapital 



has deployed over $1 billion to fund operating, new construction, and early-stage development of solar 



and storage assets across 26 states and one U.S territory. Specifically, CleanCapital invests in early-stage 



development, new construction, and operating solar and energy storage projects, as well as partner 



companies developing future pipeline opportunities. We are currently developing several projects 



throughout Maryland and look forward to expanding access to solar for all American households through 



additional investments in Maryland community solar. 



It is our belief that Community solar is uniquely positioned to support EPA’s goal of benefiting low-income 



and disadvantaged households through its ability to reach customers that rent and/or lack the resources 



or credit to make an upfront investment in solar energy. Maryland’s community solar program was 



recently made permanent in Maryland through the passage of HB908 (2023), which ensures continued 



growth in the sector and a pipeline that could exceed 1 gigawatt. HB908 requires that all projects dedicate 



at least 40% of their capacity to low income and disadvantaged residents (intentionally aligned with 



President Biden’s Justice40 Initiative). Solar for All funding would incentivize greater demand for 



participation from those customers while also further enhancing the benefits received. Finally, funding 



could be leveraged to drive project development in preferred locations – such as on rooftops and in 



disadvantaged and underserved communities.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 











• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 



2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 



2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 



access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



CleanCapital supports the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the vision of reducing 



greenhouse gas emissions, and believes that with funding Maryland will be able to provide access to solar 



technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



Thank you for your time and consideration.  



Sincerely, 



 



Scott Elias, 
Vice President of Policy and Market Development 
CleanCapital 
selias@cleancapital.com  
 





mailto:selias@cleancapital.com
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October 6, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee:



I am writing to express the support of the Maryland Workforce Association for the Solar for All 
grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with 
industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, 
seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse 
this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance 
Plan.



By way of background, the Maryland Workforce Association represents the 13 local workforce 
boards in Maryland. We focus on delivering innovative solutions to connect businesses and job 
seekers. Many of our local boards are partnering with the Maryland Department of Labor on other 
renewable energy solutions, like off shore wind.   



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of:
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse 
gas- and air pollution-reducing projects



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar
technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over 
the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act 
(CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition 
with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise. 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, 
the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar 
technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Brandon Butler, Executive Director 
Maryland Workforce Association
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October 6, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee:



I am writing to express the support of the Maryland Workforce Association for the Solar for All 
grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with 
industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, 
seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse 
this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance 
Plan.



By way of background, the Maryland Workforce Association represents the 13 local workforce 
boards in Maryland. We focus on delivering innovative solutions to connect businesses and job 
seekers. Many of our local boards are partnering with the Maryland Department of Labor on other 
renewable energy solutions, like off shore wind.   



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of:
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse 
gas- and air pollution-reducing projects



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar
technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over 
the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act 
(CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition 
with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise. 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, 
the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar 
technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Brandon Butler, Executive Director 
Maryland Workforce Association
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September 29th, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project 
Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
National Housing Trust is known and respected for its work to create and preserve affordable housing, 
including more than 400 affordable apartments in Maryland. Our vision is that all people have 
affordable, safe, sustainable homes that allow them to thrive unburdened by the harmful effects of 
climate change, racism, and systemic barriers to opportunity. We work towards this vision through 
equitable policy innovation, unique lending initiatives, and sustainable housing development. 
 
As owners and developers, we joined the Better Buildings Challenge and met our goal of reducing 
overall intensity by 20 percent over 10 years. Since 2014, NHT has worked with partners in the housing 
and energy sectors to develop portfolio-level solar installations and to date has generated $26.3 million 
in property and resident savings for 11,800 LI households. Our work has also reduced emissions by 
330,946 metric tons. 
 
Through innovative policy, NHT has been a strong voice to ensure affordable housing providers can 
access Inflation Reduction Act programs. We continue to support the implementation by partnering with 
state agencies, developers, and housing owners in our IRA Bootcamp which has offered training on 
leveraging opportunities created by the IRA. In Maryland, NHT helped design aa new policy to set target 
utility savings requirements for limited-income Marylanders who pay into the EmPOWER program. 
Today, NHT continues to partner with state agencies and organizations to improve the EmPOWER 
program.  
 
Collaboration and coordination between all stakeholders are necessary to create and implement any 
programming that is both equitable and impactful. NHT will bring our housing development, policy 
innovation, financing, energy service, and resident service expertise to support MCEC and the coalition 
they have created to ensure Solar for All contributes to Maryland’s greenhouse gas reduction goal while 
benefiting  Maryland’s most at-risk communities.     



 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 











• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects. 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies are critical in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access 
to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
Raymond Nevo 
 
 
State and Equity Policy Manager 
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August 29, 2023 
  
  
Solar for All Grant Commitee  
U.S. Environmental Protec�on Agency  
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduc�on Fund  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.  
Washington, DC 20460  
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission  
  
  
Dear Grant Review Commitee:  
  
I am wri�ng to express my support for the Solar for All grant applica�on submited by the Maryland Clean Energy 
Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organiza�ons, and 
academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduc�on Fund opportunity.  I 
endorse this applica�on as a partner interested in assis�ng in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan.  
  
The pressing imperative to confront the challenges posed by climate change and transition towards sustainable 
energy sources necessitates the adoption of innovative strategies. The Solar for All Grant provides a unique 
opportunity to catalyze change by focusing on communities that have historically faced barriers to accessing clean 
energy resources. Power52 Foundation seeks to partner with MCEC and statewide partners to address this 
challenge head-on, recognizing that equitable access to solar energy is not only an environmental imperative but 
also a socioeconomic one. 



Power52 Foundation brings its proven expertise in workforce development, focusing on underserved communities. 
Through our Solar Workforce Development Program, we have successfully trained and empowered individuals to 
become skilled solar PV installers, ensuring they are well-prepared for employment in the rapidly growing clean 
energy sector. Power52 is poised with industry partners, leveraged resources, established stakeholder alliances, 
and an unwavering commitment to community service. 



MCEC, as a leading entity in advancing clean energy initiatives, offers a wealth of industry knowledge, resources, 
and connections. By partnering with MCEC, Power52 Foundation gains access to an extensive network of clean 
energy professionals, cutting-edge technology, and industry insights. This partnership is a dynamic fusion of 
practical training and industry expertise, positioned to create a lasting impact. 



The Maryland Solar for All applica�on supports the overreaching goals of:  



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants  
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollu�on-reducing projects to American communi�es, 



par�cularly low-income and disadvantaged communi�es  
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to s�mulate addi�onal deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 



pollu�on-reducing projects.  
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communi�es to deploy or benefit from solar technologies.  





http://www.power52.org/
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This plan also contributes to Maryland’s na�on-leading greenhouse gas reduc�on goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) 
by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solu�ons Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State 
agencies play a cri�cal role in assis�ng the statewide coali�on with direc�on and access to data, metrics, and subject 
mater exper�se.   



  
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All applica�on, the coali�on’s 
vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 
disadvantaged communi�es throughout Maryland.  
  
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Cherie Brooks 
President & CEO 
Power52 Founda�on 
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September 20, 2023  
  
Solar for All Grant Committee  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.  
Washington, DC 20460  
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission  
  
  
Dear Grant Review Committee:  
  
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project 
Deployment Technical Assistance Plan.  
  
Reactivate is a mission-driven renewable energy company that develops, owns, and operates renewable 
energy projects to improve the lives of people in low-to-moderate income and energy transition 
communities across the country. Reactivate’s primary focus areas are community solar, small-scale 
utility, and next generation projects. Reactivate creates positive social and environmental impact in 
underserved communities by delivering renewable energy, environmental benefits, job opportunities, 
energy cost savings and opportunities for minority and women-owned businesses. Reactivate was 
founded by Invenergy and Lafayette Square. Reactivate’s mission is closely aligned with the goals of the 
Solar for All program under the Greenhouse Gas Reduction fund, and we are excited to support MCEC’s 
successful application and program implementation in any way we can. Reactivate is well suited to 
support the scaling and implementation of MCEC’s application.    
  
Reactivate develops and invests in solar energy projects primarily serving low-to-moderate income 
communities and areas disproportionately affected by the clean energy transition. We believe we are a 
prime choice in the development, construction, financing, operation, and maintenance of distributed 
clean energy generation assets.   
  
Within our work, we focus on the socio-economic impact that these solar energy projects provide. Our 
overarching goals are to 1) develop 3GW of renewable energy for LMI and disadvantaged communities, 
2) enter into 100 contracts with Minority and Women-owned Business Entities, 3) facilitate workforce 
training for 2,500 traditionally underserved workers, and 4) Provide clean energy to 100K LMI 
households & provide them over $50 million in energy savings.   
  
The Community Solar model is our primary focus, but we’re also developing small utility scale projects, 
onsite behind-the-meter solar projects, EV charging and energy storage projects. We are committed to 
continue working with the MCEC and deepen our impact in Maryland, and look forward to opportunities 
to partner on the implementation of the solutions outlined in the application for the Solar for All 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  
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The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of:  
 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants  
 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities  
 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 
greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects  
 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies.  



  
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.   



  
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
 
Tom Figel  
 



 



 



VP of Product  
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Solar and Battery – Master System Installer + service in DC, VA, and MD, since 2006. 



6854 Distribution Drive Beltsville, MD 20705



Toll Free: 888-586-3343   Fax: 888-586-2849
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Sept 11th, 2023 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Solar for All Submission 



Dear Grant Review Committee, 



I am writing on behalf of EDGE Energy to express our unequivocal support for the Maryland Clean Energy Center's (MCEC) 



Solar for All grant application. We endorse this vital initiative as a committed partner passionate about bringing renewable 



energy, especially solar power, to every community—most notably to those who are vulnerable and in need. 



Based in Prince George's County, Maryland, EDGE Energy is strategically positioned as a dual-service energy company with a 



dedicated team of 42 full-time employees. We are proud to be a recognized contractor in Maryland and DC’s weatherization 



and healthy home sectors, specifically catering to low-to-moderate income residential programs. Moreover, we’ve 



maintained a 'Sunpower by EDGE Energy' Master Solar and Battery Installation and Service division, since 2014. A final 



accolade of note is that we are a six-time ENERGY STAR Contractor of the Year Award recipient from the Federal DOE/EPA, 



with more than two years of SUSTAINED EXCELLENCE, the highest distinction that the EPA can bestow in our category. 



Our longstanding relationship with MCEC and other stakeholders in the clean energy ecosystem aligns perfectly with our 



shared mission to reduce carbon footprints and promote energy access. With this in mind, EDGE Energy pledges not only our 



technical expertise but also substantial financial backing to the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. We are fully 



prepared to serve as a Contractor or Sub-Recipient in any upcoming residential rooftop RFPs that may emerge from this 



initiative. Furthermore, we are committed to allocating $3,500 in matching funds and offering 40 hours of pro bono 



consulting to lend substantive support to this transformative endeavor. 



The Solar for All application is an epitome of what needs to be achieved in the realm of clean energy and environmental 



sustainability: 



· Reduction of greenhouse gas and other air pollutant emissions 



· Delivery of tangible benefits to American communities, especially those that are low-income or disadvantaged 



· Mobilization of private and public financing for broader deployment of environmentally beneficial projects 



· Empowerment of low-income and disadvantaged communities through solar technology access 



· We are also excited about Maryland's ambitious targets as laid out in the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 



2022—aiming for a 60% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045. EDGE 



Energy is wholly committed to these goals and anticipates contributing actively to their success. 



In closing, we strongly urge you to provide the funding and support needed for the Maryland Solar for All application to 



flourish. Through collective action, we can make substantial strides in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and expanding 



solar technology access to underserved communities across Maryland. 



Sincerely, 



Jason Dispenza, CEO 



Equity Development and Growth Enterprises, Corp dba EDGE Energy 



Sincerely, 



09112023
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September 22, 2023        
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 



Clean Energy Credit Union is pleased to support the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 



Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 



organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction 



Fund opportunity.  We endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment 



Technical Assistance Plan. 



Currently, Clean Energy Credit Union partners with MCEC on the Clean Energy Advantage (CEA) loan program 



which has helped hundreds of individuals across Maryland reduce their energy bills and improve the comfort of 



their home. In the first 16 months since launch, we have funded over $750,000 in green home improvement 



loans with 0% interest for the first 12 months and reduced interest rates, making these projects significantly 



more affordable for homeowners. 



Clean Energy Credit Union is a Low-Income Designated Credit Union that exclusively finances clean energy and 
energy saving projects across the United States. Our mission is to promote clean energy, environmental 
stewardship, and cooperative enterprises through the financial services we provide to our members and our 
vision is to create a world where EVERYONE can be a part of the clean energy movement. We currently have 
8,500+ members and have financed $210M+ in clean energy loans. While we service all income levels, we 
strive to help low-income and energy burdened individuals afford clean energy.  
 
Having financed over 11,000 clean energy loans, Clean Energy Credit Union is well equipped to assist with 
financing the greenhouse gas and air pollution-reducing projects this grant would support. In working with 
MCEC on the CEA loan program, we have built the infrastructure to efficiently service Maryland residents 
seeking affordable financing for green home improvement projects. We are confident we can work closely with 
MCEC to expand our current relationship as well as provide financing for solar technology to low-income and 
disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



 



 



 





mailto:info@cleanenergycu.org








 



 



 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and 



air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 



level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  



Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to 



data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 



coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-



income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



Sincerely,  



 
Blake Jones 
Board Chair 
Clean Energy Credit Union 
Blake.Jones@cleanenergycu.org 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We at Clean Energy Credit Union are proud to provide this letter of interest for Inclusiv’s application to the 
EPA’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF). Inclusiv has been a leader in mobilizing and training community 
development credit unions to develop clean energy and energy efficiency loan products, particularly for low-
income and disadvantaged communities (LIDAC). I am confident that Inclusiv will be able to effectively 
distribute GGRF dollars to the national network of credit unions, such as a my own, that will make affordable 
clean energy loans available to low-income and disadvantaged communities across the United States.  
 
Clean Energy Credit Union is a Low-Income Designated Credit Union that exclusively finances clean energy and 
energy saving projects across the entirety of the United States. Our mission is to promote clean energy, 
environmental stewardship, and cooperative enterprises through the financial services we provide to our 
members and our vision is to create a world where EVERYONE can be a part of the clean energy movement. 
We provide financial services to individuals across the U.S. that are members of or would like to become 
members of one of our 22+ mission aligned organizations such as Green America, Solar United Neighbors and 
EV Hybrid Noire. We currently have over 8,500 members and have financed $200M+ in clean energy loans. 
 
Our credit union has been an Inclusiv member since we received our charter in 2018 and we are proud to 
partner with Inclusiv to help educate other credit unions on green lending through training, workshops, and 
webinars.  
 
Currently, our financing program includes residential loans for solar PV systems, geothermal systems, green 
home improvements (including home energy efficiency and electrification) as well as electric vehicles and e-
bikes. While we serve all income levels, we are stiving to help low-income and energy burdened individuals 
gain access to affordable clean energy and energy efficiencies. Our Clean Energy For All Loan program provides 
discounted loan rates for low-income and BIPOC borrowers as well as credit considerations for those who face 
credit challenges. 
 
If Inclusiv is awarded GGRF grant dollars, Clean Energy Credit Union plans to seek support from Inclusiv to 
expand our green lending program for low-income borrowers and include additional support for individuals 
facing high energy burdens.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Founded in 1974, Inclusiv is a national nonprofit financial institution and certified CDFI intermediary that helps 
low- and moderate-income people and communities achieve financial independence through credit unions.  
Inclusiv serves community development credit unions by providing capital, making connections, building 
capacity, developing innovative products and services and advocating for its membership network. Inclusiv’s 
national network includes 481 community development credit unions that are managing more than $274 
billion in community-owned assets for over 19 million Americans in predominantly low-income and 
disadvantaged (LIDAC) communities, across all 10 EPA regions.  
 
Inclusiv launched its Center for Resiliency and Clean Energy in October 2019 with the goal of growing local 
cleantech markets that reduce greenhouse gas emissions across the nation. To-date, Inclusiv has trained over 
500 lenders from over 200 community-based financial institutions in affordable green financing, focusing on 
rural, Tribal, environmental justice, and energy communities. 
 
As one of these credit unions, Clean Energy Credit Union is pleased to support Inclusiv’s application to the 
GGRF. 
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Sincerely,  
[INSERT Signature] 
 
Terri Mickelsen 
Chief Executive Officer 
Clean Energy Credit Union 
Terri.Mickelsen@cleanenergycu.org 
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September 13, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through 
the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  
 
BlueWave's mission is to protect our planet by transforming access to renewable energy. As a 
pioneering renewable energy company that develops and owns solar and battery storage 
projects, BlueWave has a long track record of success and is developing several gigawatts of 
solar and battery storage projects throughout the United States to ensure our grid is reliable 
and efficient in a clean energy future. We are also proud to be a certified B Corp, recognized by 
B Labs as "Best in the World" in Governance. 
 
We are pleased that Maryland, through legislation in 2023, has re-committed to its community 
solar program and prioritized meaningful savings to Maryland’s most vulnerable residents. 
Community solar also provides an opportunity to preserve Maryland’s valuable agricultural 
lands and manage them responsibly for future generations. In particular, BlueWave looks 
forward to delivering the benefits of community solar combined with agrivoltaics to farmers, 
residents, and local communities as enabled by HB908. These projects will be critical to building 
resiliency and propelling Maryland towards its ambitious climate goals. 
 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 
(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 











 



 



Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 
coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 



BlueWave urges your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to 
solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kaitlin Hollinger 
 
Policy Manager 
BlueWave 
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9/28/2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement. 
 
Urban Clean Energy Advisors (UCEA) is prepared to act as a coalition member that will apply to RFP’s 



contracts to carry out a portion of the grant’s activities if the application is accepted. We can be similarly 



helpful in these efforts to provide education and outreach in underserved and low-moderate-income 



communities with a focus on community solar. Our experience with community engagement, education, 



and outreach positions our company to serve as a consumer advocate and subject matter expert for 



expanding LMI solar access. 



In terms of implementation, we could potentially provide consumer education, protection, and outreach 



services to program participants and help with selecting community solar projects/subscriber host, as 



general participants.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 











 
 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kimberly Armstrong 
Chief Sustainability Officer & Energy Advisors 
 
 













                                                                                     
 



October 11, 2023 
 



Jahi Wise, Acting Director 



U.S Environmental Protection Agency 



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



 



Dear Acting Director Wise: 



 



On behalf of the Chesapeake Solar & Storage Association (“CHESSA”) and Solar Energy 



Industries Association (“SEIA”), please accept this letter of support of the Maryland Solar 



for All Program, led by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (“MCEC”). 



 



CHESSA represents the interests of solar manufacturers, installers, distributors, and 



component suppliers serving Maryland, the District of Columbia, Delaware, and Virginia. 



CHESSA members design, sell, integrate, install, maintain, and finance solar and energy 



storage equipment for residential, commercial, and institutional customers throughout 



the Mid-Atlantic states. CHESSA delivers on policy formation and advocacy, market 



representation, networking, education, and additional benefits to their 180+ members 



representing over 10,000 direct jobs in the region.  



 



SEIA is the national trade association of the U.S. solar energy industry. SEIA’s members 



promote the environmentally responsible development of distributed and utility-scale 



solar energy and storage. As the national trade association for the U.S. solar energy 



industry, which employs more than 250,000 Americans, SEIA represents over 1,000 



organizations that manufacture, install, and support the development of solar energy 



and energy storage. SEIA is building a strong solar industry to speed the nation’s energy 



transition and address the climate crisis. 



 



MCEC’s application will focus on mobilizing capital, facilitating workforce preparedness, 



and building capacity with and for low income, underserved, and disadvantaged 



communities to access the benefits of solar energy. The application is well aligned with 



EPA goals for the Solar for All program to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and 



other air pollutants; deliver benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing 



projects to American communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged 



communities; and mobilize financing and private capital to stimulate additional 



deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects. 



 











                            



SEIA and CHESSA encourages the EPA to fund MCEC’s application under the Greenhouse 



Gas Reduction Fund Solar for All competition. Our organizations firmly believe that the 



clean energy transition must be based on principles of equity and opportunity, and we 



are committed to working with federal agencies, environmental and conservation 



organizations, Tribal governments, state agencies, and other stakeholders to achieve this 



goal.  



 



 
Sincerely, 
 



        
Stephanie Johnson     Leah Meredith 
Executive Director     Senior Manager, Mid-Atlantic Region  
Chesapeake Solar & Storage Association  Solar Energy Industries Association 
P.O. Box 181      1425 K St NW, Suite 1000 
Washington, D.C. 20044    Washington DC, 20005 
sjohnson@chessa.org     lmeredith@seia.org 
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26 September 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center 
(MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in 
Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 
application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
InClime is a small business headquartered in Maryland specializing in energy efficiency and renewable energy program 
administration and has followed MCEC’s work to improve energy efficiency across the state while also acting as Program 
Administrator for their Clean Energy Advantage energy efficiency home improvement loan program. InClime has acted 
as an ad-hoc member of the committee exploring the implementation of SFA across the state of Maryland which has been 
led by the MCEC. It’s clear the MCEC team is ready to reduce greenhouse gas emissions across all of Maryland, and in 
particular, equity communities. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, particularly 



low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-



reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 
2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies 
play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter 
expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision 
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged 
communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael MacMillan,  
Chief of Staff 
InClime, Inc 
 













 
 
 
 



  



October 10, 2023 
 



The Honorable Michael Regan 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Room 3426 WJC North 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
RE: Letter of Support 
 Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
   Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) Number: EPA-R-HQ-SFA-23-01 
 
Dear Administrator Regan:  
 
This letter is in support of the Solar for All (SFA) grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean 
Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the SFA Greenhouse Gas (GhG) 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting MCEC in their 
Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan to reduce GhGs by 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and 
reach net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.   
 
The National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), is a U.S. Department of Energy national laboratory 
managed and operated by the Alliance for Sustainable Energy LLC. Since 2009 NREL has served the 
entire nation and supported more than 1,000 states, local governments, and tribes in the development of 
resilient energy systems that address infrastructure challenges, energy goals, and priorities of jurisdictions 
at every level. Harnessing the Lab’s own research, analysis, and development of technologies, NREL 
translates that information to practical and tangible solutions, tailored to each unique community’s needs. 
 
In my capacity as a “Program Manager III – Research” at NREL, I support MCEC’s application. NREL is 
very interested in exploring ways we could provide support to the MCEC’s efforts should they win a SFA 
award. Among the areas NREL would like to explore with MCEC for collaboration include the potential 
for: combating financing and other barriers to procurement of solar in disadvantaged communities, 
providing technical assistance in planning (to include modelling for program impact optimization) and 
programmatic development and execution, and web platform tools development to enable the broadest 
reach of MCEC’s SFA programming benefits, especially to low-income and disadvantaged communities.  
 
I am pleased to support MCEC’s application and I urge your support and funding to implement its vision 
laid out in Maryland’s SFA application, focused on reducing GhG emissions and on providing access to 
solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jonathan M. Morgenstein 
NREL, Program Manager III - Research 
720-309-8139 
jonathan.morgenstein@nrel.gov 





















 



 
 



Monday, September 18, 2023 
 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am wri�ng to express my support for the Solar for All grant applica�on submited by the Maryland Clean Energy Center 
(MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organiza�ons, and academia in 
Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduc�on Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 
applica�on as a partner interested in assis�ng in the Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
As the na�on's first climate-focused community bank, Climate First Bank is a full-service bank offering both personal and 
commercial banking services. We are proud to serve our communi�es as we work together to promote sustainability 
and reverse the climate crisis. We have been carbon neutral since the first day we opened our doors, and every decision 
we make is through the lens of achieving Drawdown. Our B Corp Cer�fica�on represents the highest standards of 
verified performance through comple�on and verifica�on of the B Impact Assessment which measures how our 
company’s opera�ons and business model impact the areas of governance, workers, community, environment, and 
customers.  Climate First is the first bank in the southeast to become a Cer�fied B Corp. In addi�on to 1% for the Planet, 
and B Corp Cer�fied, Climate First Bank is the first and only bank in Florida to be a legal Benefit Corpora�on. 
 
During the last 16 months, Climate First Bank has generated and processed over $140 million in residen�al roo�op solar 
applica�ons. Our minority-led technology affiliate (OneEthos), has developed a digital pla�orm that enables customer 
outreach, educa�on and financing at point-of-sale from a veted network of 200 solar contractors, including minority-
owned, veteran-owned, woman-owned, and Business Enterprise Cer�fied solar installers. Climate First Bank is well 
posi�oned to provide technical assistance to Maryland Clean Energy Center, enabling the effec�ve deployment of GGRF 
funds directly to consumers, effec�vely maximizing GGRF incen�ves and reducing administra�ve costs. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollu�on-reducing projects to American communi�es, par�cularly 



low-income and disadvantaged communi�es 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to s�mulate addi�onal deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollu�on-



reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communi�es to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 
2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies 
play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter 
expertise.  



 











 
 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision 
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged 
communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marcio deOliveira 
EVP, Chief Digital Banking Officer 
marcio.deoliveira@climatefirstbank.com 
(727) 335-0523 
 













 
 
September 22, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project 
Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
Based in Rockville, MD, Chaberton Energy develops renewable energy and sustainable infrastructure 
projects. Chaberton Energy primarily develops distributed solar generation assets, from origination to 
ready-to-operate, with a focus on community solar projects which drive benefits directly to consumers 
and businsses. Chaberton Energy has over 800 MW of active community solar and distributed 
generation projects in development nationwide, with its largest footprint in its home state of Maryland. 
We believe that MCEC understands the spirit of the Solar for All grant and how to best coordinate and 
navigate the complexities of deploying solar at scale.  We strongly believe the state of Maryland has 
some of the best solar legislation and infrastructure in the country and MCEC will prove to be a 
successful recipient of the Solar for All awards. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 











I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Erica Brinker 
Chief Commercial & Sustainability Officer 
 
 



 













 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
October 6, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project 
Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
Highline Renewables is a community & distributed solar developer, and actively developing projects in 
Maryland in preparation for the Permanent Community Solar program in 2025. With over 30 years 
combined experience in the Solar industry, Highline’s team has worked on both large & small utility 
scale solar projects, developing more than 1000 megawatts of solar across 15 different states. The 
Maryland solar market is a core focus for us in 2023 and beyond, and will represent significant 
investment for us both at the project and market level. We rely upon partners like MCEC for insight, 
connections with other providers to the solar projects, and navigating siting to benefit low-income and 
disadvantaged communities with our projects, as a few examples. We plan to provide in-kind support, 
given deep experience in many US solar markets, to the benefit of both MCEC efforts and the overall MD 
solar market. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 











 
Sincerely, 



 
 
 
Scott Starr 
Managing Partner  
Highline Renewables, LLC 
m: (518) 894-8002 



 



 



 
 
 



























  



 
Austin | Boston | New York | San Francisco | Washington, DC 



617.939.9900   socialfinance.org 



 



 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



August 31, 2023 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project 
Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
Social Finance is a national non-profit that mobilizes private and public investments to improve 
economic mobility for traditionally underserved populations. We design and implement workforce 
training financing programs that increase access to training programs for people who face barriers to 
education and employment and prepare them for well-paying jobs in high-growth industries including 
clean energy. In particular, our recycling workforce funds deploy public and philanthropic funds to 
finance training and supportive services, and recoups funds based on successful outcomes for worker 
learners, which are then recycled to serve additional worker learners.  
 
Key features of our recycling workforce funds include:  



 Downside protection for the worker learner:  to the extent that worker learners have an 
obligation to repay the costs of training, their loans are 0% interest and only need to be repaid if 
they are earning above a minimum income threshold post-training. 



 Training providers are incentivized to offer effective, high-quality training that will help learners 
get placed in good-paying jobs, as this is a condition of continued access to funding, and to the 
extent that training providers receive working capital loans from the fund, the basis upon which 
financing received from the fund is repaid. 



 Employers have multiple ways to participate in the fund, including repaying loans on behalf of 
new hires, committing to interviewing and / or hiring program participants, and contributing 
upfront funding to offset training and supportive services costs. 



 Supportive services for learners such as living stipends (either as grants or loans), emergency 
financial assistance, and career coaching and job placement services. 



 
Our recycling workforce funds not only help to grow a skilled workforce and expand participation from 



workers in low-income and disadvantaged communities (both explicit components of the EPA’s GGRF 



programs), but also extend the lifetime use of limited funds for training by recycling funds. Social Finance 



will work with the MCEC to develop a tailored workforce training model that will provide a pathway for 



learners to gain access to good jobs in solar deployment, leading to economic mobility for participants, 



and bolster a pipeline of skilled workers needed for the green transition.  
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Austin | Boston | New York | San Francisco | Washington, DC 



617.939.9900   socialfinance.org 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael Grossman 
Managing Director 
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September 11, 2023 



Solar for All Grant Committee 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Office 



of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 1200 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 



Washington, DC 20460 



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 



Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 



organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 



Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project 



Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 



 



We represent a team of Minority Business Enterprises, Minority Women Owned Businesses, and a 



Disabled Veteran Owned Minority Business- SOLAAR, OASIS Energy Partners (OASIS EP), Synergy Grid 
and Team Ignite. Our Team provides turnkey solar solutions from initial investment capital through 



execution and ongoing operations. We are all proud Maryland companies with a strong desire to bring 



clean energy projects to underserved and low-income communities in Maryland. Please see key roles 



below: 



 



SOLAAR- Solar Investment and Funding 



OASIS EP- Project Management  



Synergy Grid- Solar Development and Construction  



Team Ignite- Community Engagement 



 



Our ongoing projects in Prince George's County, Maryland involve the installation of rooftop solar 
systems in various housing developments. While our clients have access to grant funding, they 



encounter a significant barrier in the form of upfront project development costs. These upfront 



expenses often hinder the realization of solar projects. In a recent case, our client couldn't proceed with 
the solar component of a multi-family building redevelopment due to a lack of upfront funding. SOLAAR 



aims to bridge this critical funding gap. 



 



We propose utilizing Solar for All funding to establish a Revolving Fund dedicated to providing upfront 



financing for our client's entire project portfolio. The Revolving Fund will be replenished through grant 
funding and incentives. The effectiveness of the Revolving Fund concept has been well-demonstrated, 



with the University of Maryland serving as a notable local example. The university successfully financed 



numerous energy projects, totaling millions of dollars, through a similar fund, using grants and 
incentives to replenish it. We believe that this concept is equally applicable to solar projects in low-



income and underserved areas within Prince George's County. 



 











 
 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the  



2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 



2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 



access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



Sincerely, 



Angela Lewis 



Managing Partner 
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Thursday 31st of August 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement. 
 
Prime Partners Engineering, LLC is a minority-based full-service project management, design engineering 
and dry utility consulting firms. PPE is MBE & CBE certified. Our project managers have a proven track 
record of delivering complex projects within scope, schedule, and budget. Our people, performance-
based process, integrated solutions team, client relationship management, and strategic mix of 
technology and business set us apart.  
 
We bring feasibility analysis, solar design, interconnection and project managing consulting expertise for 
MD Solar for All program. We would like to explore the opportunity of becoming a coalition partner for 
the Solar for All program by offering our consulting services based on the needs of the solar projects 
that will be part of MD Solar for All program particularly in the siting and planning of resilience hubs, 
technical assistance regarding solar interconnection for residential, commercial and community solar 
projects. 
 
 
We would like to actively build a working relationship with MCEC by working on Solar for All programs 
together. Prime Partners Engineering’s deep knowledge in interconnection will help Community Solar 
projects become a reality and provide savings to Maryland residence and reduce carbon emissions. As 
projects move through the development cycle Prime Partners came be a expert contractor to deal with 
the interconnection processes. Our strong relationship with local utilities makes us an ideal partner to 
make sure interconnection doesn’t become a hindrance to the project’s success. We have worked on 
5MW of residential, and community solar projects in 2022 and are steadily increasing our pipeline of 
projects.  
 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 
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 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adrian Davis, 
Managing Partner 
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September 20, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, 
not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested 
in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 
 
The Housing Opportunities Commission of Montgomery County (HOC) was established in 1974 
with a mission to provide affordable housing and supportive services that enhance the lives of 
low-and-moderate-income families and individuals throughout Montgomery County, Maryland. 
HOC is the County’s largest provider of affordable housing, its designated Public Housing 
Authority, Housing Finance Agency, and Public Developer serving approximately 17,500 renter 
households. HOC owns more than 9,000 rental units and has provided lower-cost mortgages to 
nearly 1,200 first-time homebuyers. Additionally, HOC has financed more than 4,000 affordable 
units for outside developers. 
 
HOC currently has a pipeline of 13 projects in various stages of the development process from 
design to construction. The Housing Production Fund, jointly launched by HOC and the County 
government, is being used to finance many of these projects. This innovative capital reserve pool, 
designed to fund local public developments, was recently featured in the New York Times and 
many other outlets. Our next HPF-funded project will be Hillandale Gateway, a new mixed-use, 
mixed-income community located on the site of Holly Hall Apartments, a former 96-unit Public 
Housing community in Silver Spring. Hillandale Gateway will consist of 155 age-restricted 
residential units, 308 multifamily apartments, retail, and parking. Both buildings will be built to 
Passive House standards. The senior building will strive to achieve Zero Net Energy through 
Passive House construction techniques, energy efficient mechanical systems, and the installation 
of solar panels on the site. This project will include a large and innovative vertical solar 





https://www.nytimes.com/2023/08/25/business/affordable-housing-montgomery-county.html?unlocked_article_code=Pdhz2JMbQzOQc9_wKuSz3RayAGKPNPw6qYwH2iqDP1q0C9Tqkh-z5fwn9ASupe7HmKspvJW90A9VXnLjaknwd-UXxaI5pYlZMmRZLrpQY0XtRqvIxi6k4GMghJAjEtfdtiRcw94GwNXX6biyX5yF3DvUpgtCDuNVsM-Xu8eTWWrHq0MjKJCnVythQEgX_G_jSLoSzMzcPuFGIFsyI9XdZmc-KUnM_JSbDxyXYv2v_ccdp02avJ2q7kcCRPIS2UHN3c-doR3V28imRtdpOJ1SSdS299H1EEJFx5t_f24FR0dPu46zTYOUewCOcGhJjkwflHeH2xh8BpXUjdUXLSfV8gXA1ku_TbzfQIl1puqM7A&smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
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installation, wrapping the structured parking, and would be a terrific candidate for Solar for All 
funding.  
 
HOC is also preparing to undertake an evaluation of our full portfolio of almost 50 multifamily 
properties for opportunities to improve energy efficiency, electrify utilities and appliances, and 
install solar and battery storage to serve our residents. Robust Solar for All funding in Maryland 
will be critical to our ability to pursue this work. 
 
For example, we are conducting a feasibility study in partnership with the Montgomery County 
Green Bank to install solar panels and a Resiliency Hub at Forest Oak Towers, a 175-unit income 
and age-restricted property owned by HOC. The Resiliency Hub will protect residents, buildings 
and infrastructure in the event of a power outage and the solar panels are projected to provide 
the building and its residents with significant savings on their energy bills. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60%                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now 
Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition 
with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, 
the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar 
technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
  



Chelsea Andrews 
 
Chelsea Andrews 
Executive Director 













 
 
September 15, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement. 
 
The University of Maryland Environmental Finance Center (UMD-EFC ) has more than 30 years of 
experience strengthening the capacity of local decision-makers to assess needs, analyze environmental 
problems, develop effective methods of financing environmental efforts, and catalyze collective action. 
Through community needs and barriers assessment; program design and implementation; tool and 
resource development to expand the ability of communities to address these needs; and partnership 
and network building, EFC delivers customized support to communities in advancing sustainability 
objectives in the Mid-Atlantic region. As a partner of MCEC in Maryland, we have witnessed firsthand 
the role that MCEC plays in filling a gap in coordinating energy finance throughout the State. MCEC 
understands Maryland’s state context, works tirelessly to build the capacity of sector leaders to take 
advance energy action, and acts as a necessary bridge and convener between sectors to coordinate 
energy-related efforts. With the electricity sector representing one of Maryland’s largest potential 
contributions to emissions reductions in Maryland’s Climate Pathway, leadership in this space is vital. 
 
By bringing together energy finance experts, community leaders, and solar professionals, MCEC will 
ensure that the design and delivery of the Maryland Solar For All program raises awareness about the 
resources available to access renewable energy, increases participation in green jobs, and helps to install 
and maintain solar practices across the state. 
 
As a key partner in this project, UMD-EFC will take a community-first approach and draw on its 
experience facilitating learning cohorts, distilling complex environmental and funding issues, building 
community capacity, and connecting communities with expert technical assistance and peer-to-peer 
networks. UMD-EFC will also leverage their relationships as part of the Mid-Atlantic’s Environmental 
Justice Thriving Communities Technical Assistance Center team to help identify and prioritize 
underserved/overburdened communities that are in greatest need of technical assistance, training, and 
information to address their barriers and challenges to adopting solar. UMD-EFC is committed to 
supporting MCEC by assisting with the development and delivery of a community outreach strategy, as 
well as local capacity building efforts to empower local governments, community-based organizations, 
and community leaders to assist residents in accessing the resources and technical assistance needed to 
adopt solar. 











The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Climate and Sustainability Program Director 
Environmental Finance Center | University of Maryland 
 
 





https://efc.umd.edu/










September 25, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460



RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Proposal - Maryland Solar for All



Dear Grant Review Committee:



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application
submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with
industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia
in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling
equitable access to solar energy.



The Maryland League of Conservation Voters Education Fund (Maryland LCV
Education Fund) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit environmental organization established
in 2000. Our vision is a healthy environment for everyone in Maryland. We
believe that safeguarding clean water, healthy air and confronting the urgent
threat of climate change requires an informed, engaged, and empowered public.
We specifically recognize this need in underserved and overburdened
communities, which have historically been more negatively affected by
environmental degradation and the impacts of climate change.



The urgency of climate change requires Maryland’s ambitious and critical goal of
achieving 100% clean energy by 2035. This goal is not just a target - it’s
emblematic of our belief in a healthy, equitable, and resilient Maryland. Our
programs aim to educate, train, and unite people to advocate for policies and
programs that protect clean water, healthy air and a resilient climate for everyone
in Maryland.



Chispa Maryland, established in 2014, is a key program of Maryland LCV
Education Fund that works to ensure Maryland Latino families and community
leaders are a powerful voice in protecting our air, land, water, public health,
and communities. We are committed to environmental justice and community



(over)



30 West Street, Suite C, Annapolis, MD 21041 ∣ 410.280.9855 ∣ www.marylandconservation.org











empowerment, and we work alongside the vibrant Latino communities of Maryland, often low-income families,
community groups, faith-based organizations, and elected officials to address unique environmental issues facing
Latino communities in Maryland. These communities are disproportionately burdened by environmental harm
and excluded from the many benefits of transitioning to cleaner and more efficient energy technologies,
including solar power.



As part of this Solar for All initiative, Maryland LCV Education Fund and our Chispa Maryland Program will work
with Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) and other project partners and stakeholders in developing solutions
to address barriers that have limited the engagement and adoption of solar power by Latinos in Maryland.
Specifically, we will:



1. Develop and implement outreach strategies to engage Latino communities, with a focus on low-income
families, and families with limited English proficiency in disadvantaged communities.



2. Build relationships based on trust with community organizations and leaders, and address information
and knowledge gaps regarding solar energy.



3. Produce and disseminate culturally-relevant and language-competent materials among project
stakeholders and partners and with our main audience, including Latino families and local Latino-led and
serving organizations.



4. Create channels for other Solar for All partners to build trust with Latino families and increase access to
solar technologies.



We strongly feel that the Maryland Solar for All application supports EPA’s overarching goals of:
● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities,



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air



pollution-reducing projects
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies.



The Maryland Solar for All application will also contribute to Maryland’s 100% clean energy generation by 2025
goal and our statewide greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero
emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022 - the nation’s strongest statewide
climate legislation.



In closing, I strongly urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All
application. Together, we will increase access to solar technology for low-income and disadvantaged households
throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Kim Coble
Executive Director
Maryland LCV Education Fund
kcoble@mdlcv.org
410-280-9855



30 West Street, Suite C, Annapolis, MD 21041 ∣ 410.280.9855 ∣ marylandconservation.org
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9/28/2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement. 
 
Urban Clean Energy Advisors (UCEA) is prepared to act as a coalition member that will apply to RFP’s 



contracts to carry out a portion of the grant’s activities if the application is accepted. We can be similarly 



helpful in these efforts to provide education and outreach in underserved and low-moderate-income 



communities with a focus on community solar. Our experience with community engagement, education, 



and outreach positions our company to serve as a consumer advocate and subject matter expert for 



expanding LMI solar access. 



In terms of implementation, we could potentially provide consumer education, protection, and outreach 



services to program participants and help with selecting community solar projects/subscriber host, as 



general participants.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 











 
 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kimberly Armstrong 
Chief Sustainability Officer & Energy Advisors 
 
 













 
 
 
9/28/2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement. 
 
Urban Clean Energy Advisors (UCEA) is prepared to act as a coalition member that will apply to RFP’s 



contracts to carry out a portion of the grant’s activities if the application is accepted. We can be similarly 



helpful in these efforts to provide education and outreach in underserved and low-moderate-income 



communities with a focus on community solar. Our experience with community engagement, education, 



and outreach positions our company to serve as a consumer advocate and subject matter expert for 



expanding LMI solar access. 



In terms of implementation, we could potentially provide consumer education, protection, and outreach 



services to program participants and help with selecting community solar projects/subscriber host, as 



general participants.  



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 











 
 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kimberly Armstrong 
Chief Sustainability Officer & Energy Advisors 
 
 













 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
August 28, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy 
Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia 
in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 
application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 
 
The American Association of Blacks in Energy (AABE) is a national professional association headquartered in 
Washington, D.C. We represent more than 1,600 energy professionals across the U.S. who all share a vested interest 
in a clean energy future. We are providing in-kind support to Power52 Foundation through our national network to 
maximize the impact of their mission to break the cycle of poverty, unemployment, under employment, and 
incarceration in our urban communities across the nation through economic empowerment and clean energy access. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 



pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 
2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State 
agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject 
matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s 
vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 
disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
Camille Moore 
Senior Vice President, External Affairs 
American Association of Blacks in Energy 













 



 



September 12, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
We are writing to express our support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy 
Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia 
in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  We endorse this 
application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 
 
Charles County Government is committed to building a clean energy future. As such, we are currently working with 
the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG) on the development of climate action plans for 
government operations as well as for the broader community. Further, we have partnered with Southern Maryland 
Electric Cooperative (SMECO) to install electric vehicle infrastructure on public property throughout our county. We 
value our participation in this partnership because solar plays a critical role in advancing Charles County along the 
path to a cleaner and greener future for our residents. Therefore, we are committed to participating as a coalition 
partner in this project.   
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 



pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) 
by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State 
agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject 
matter expertise.  
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We urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s 
vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 
disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



 
        Sincerely,  
                                                              COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
                                                                   CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 



                                                                         
                                                                     Reuben B. Collins, II, Esq., President 



     
 Ralph E. Patterson, II, M.A.             Gilbert O. Bowling, III 
  Vice President, District 4                                       District 1 
            



           



          Thomasina O. Coates, M.S.          Amanda M. Stewart, M.Ed. 
          District 2                                                          District 3      
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Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by 
the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding 
through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 
application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful 
involvement. 



 
As a partner, Civic Works will ensure equitable access to Solar for All funded upgrades 
through our grassroots outreach and education strategy. Traditional marketing is not 
enough when it comes to reaching historically underserved households. Civic Works 
will leverage our trained education and outreach staff, network of connections to local 
CBOs, and reinstate a volunteer model which builds community trust and engagement 
to benefit Solar for All Maryland. Our staff attends in person events at a range of 
venues which are culturally appropriate and responsive to the needs of the 
communities we serve such as faith gatherings, senior centers, health fairs and clinics, 
back to school events and more. Civic Works will offer consulting and technical 
assistance to other Solar for all participating CBOs to help them build out effective 
outreach and education models in their communities. 



 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of: 
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to 



American communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged 
communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 
greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit 
from solar technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal 
of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the 
Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role 





http://www.civicworks.com/








The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of: 
• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 



 
 
Eli Allen, Senior Program Director 
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Solar for All Grant Committee      August 31, 2023 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
On behalf of the Climate Access Fund, I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All 
grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC), in partnership with 
industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, 
seeking funding through the Solar for All (SFA) Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. I 
endorse this application as a potential subrecipient and as an organization interested in enabling 
equitable access and meaningful involvement. 



The Climate Access Fund (CAF) was established in 2018 as a statewide 501(c)3 green bank that 
reduces the energy burden of low-income households in Maryland through access to community 
solar power. CAF uses innovative financing and project structuring to fill gaps that prevent low-
income households and low-income and disadvantaged communities (“LIDACs”) from accessing 
the multiple benefits of community solar.  



Based on five years of experience identifying gaps in Maryland’s low-income community solar 
market, CAF has identified three financing gaps in the market for which Solar for All support is 
needed: 



1) community solar projects located in LIDACs 
2) small commercial and industrial (C&I) community solar projects located on rooftops, 



parking lots and/or brownfields 
3) low-income subscriber churn 



CAF targets projects that are less than 1.5 MW in size and maximize benefits to low-income 
homeowners, renters and communities, as these projects – unlike larger, ground mounted 
community solar projects for higher-income households – often have difficulty accessing 
commercial financing. As a green bank, CAF uses low-cost, flexible capital from public and 
philanthropic sources to leverage private capital to make these projects viable. 



All projects will save low-income households at least 20% on their electricity bills. 
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With funding through the SFA, CAF will seek to support three areas of focus1: 



 
1) Projects located in LIDACs. CAF will deploy: (1) low-cost, long-term debt to facilitate the 



development of nonprofit or community-owned projects located in LIDCs that are 
accompanied by multiple community co-benefits; (2) bridge financing to allow local, 
community-based nonprofit organizations to own the community solar systems by taking 
advantage of the Direct Pay provision of the Inflation Reduction Act; and (3) grant funding 
to support: (a) energy storage and resiliency hub creation, depending upon the capacity 
and interest of site hosts; (b) installation of solar canopies on parking lots; (c) energy 
efficiency services for low-income community solar subscribers; (d) enabling 
improvements (roof or parking lot repair or replacement); (e) outreach and education in 
LIDCs; and (f) technical assistance to build the capacity of community-based 
organizations to own and maintain projects. These projects would otherwise not be 
financeable.  



 
These proposed projects would be modeled after CAF’s demonstration project, “Solar4Us 
@ Henderson-Hopkins,” which will be constructed on the rooftop of a K-8 school in a 
predominantly Black and low-income community in East Baltimore in early 2024. It will be 
an 804 kW, 100% low-income community solar project and will be accompanied by local 
jobs and apprenticeships, energy efficiency services for project subscribers, educational 
opportunities, and possible battery storage for the school.  



 
2) Commercial and Industrial (and other small) projects unable to serve at least 50% low-



income households at a minimum 20% discount with private financing alone. CAF would 
deploy low-cost, long-term debt alongside other lenders, in either a subordinated or pari 
passu position; the blended rate would enable projects to serve at least 50% low-income 
households and to offer a minimum 20% electricity bill discount. 
 



3) Expansion of CAF's credit enhancement product ("Subscriber Retention Guaranty"). 
CAF’s Subscriber Retention Guaranty provides a financial cushion for community solar 
projects by covering cash flow in the event of low-income subscriber default. This product 
is, currently capitalized by a $3 million grant from the Maryland Energy Administration and 
is available to solar developers and subscription coordinators that serve low-income 
households. The Guaranty is aimed at countering the current common practice among 
solar developers and subscription coordinators of removing low-income subscribers from 
community solar projects after only one defaulted payment – because of the impact on 
project cashflows. This practice does not lead to the sustainable participation of low-
income households. 
 
CAF seeks three years of funding for this product. Earlier this year, the Maryland General 
Assembly voted to make Maryland’s Community Solar Pilot Program a permanent one – 
and to require utility consolidated billing (“UCB”) with Purchase of Receivables (“POR”) 
for community solar projects. CAF advocated for this development, as having 
community solar bills incorporated into customers’ utility bills will be a great benefit for 
low-income community solar subscribers. Once UCB with POR is in place – estimated to 



 
1 Please note that the Climate Access Fund also intends to seek NCIF and CCIA funds, which if 
received, will be used to expand the above-described financing solutions.  
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be in four to five years -- there will likely no longer be a need for CAF’s Subscriber 
Retention Guaranty because the utilities will be responsible for covering defaulted 
payments. 



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of: 
● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants; 
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities; 
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and 
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% 
(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions 
Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide 
coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



On behalf of the Climate Access Fund, I urge your support and funding to implement the vision 
of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged 
communities throughout Maryland. 



 



Sincerely, 



 
 
 
Lynn Heller 
Chief Executive Officer 
Climate Access Fund 
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September 12, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement. 
 
Neighborhood Sun Benefit Corp is a community-based, tech-enabled community solar platform 
for acquiring and managing customers. We are based in Maryland, and our founder and CEO, 
Gary Skulnik has been working on clean energy issues in the state since 2000. The company has 
been a champion of equitable community solar since day one.  Our work has been entirely 
focused on making Community Solar more accessible, as well as working to promote clean 
energy initiatives across the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast. We are community-based, with 
partnerships with dozens of Maryland NGOs from the environmental, social, civic and religious 
areas. We believe our role in the Maryland Solar for All process will be to provide in-kind 
technical support and promotion of the program with our Sun Engine software platform, our 
local community organizers and our website.  
 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 











 



 
 
 



8455 Colesville Road • Suite 1025 Silver Spring • MD 20910 



888.606.0054 



www.NeighborhoodSun.Solar 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cara Humphrey 
 
 
Title of signer 
 
CRO, Neighborhood Sun 
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September 28, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.



Washington, DC 20460



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee:



I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean



Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with the solar industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit



organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction



Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project Deployment



Technical Assistance Plan.



GRID Alternatives Mid-Atlantic is a nonprofit solar organization located in Washington, DC. It increases solar



access for underserved communities and communities of color in the Washington, DC region through



workforce training and solar installations at no cost to low- and moderate-income families. GRID Mid-Atlantic



works with MCEC to deploy solar throughout Maryland’s most underserved and underresourced communities.



Our partnership will expand to include solar workforce training through our NextGen Training Academy. The



Academy creates new pathways for individuals to work in solar, which meets the demands of a growing solar



industry and provides opportunities for individuals to reach new heights in their careers.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants



● Creating cleaner American communities, particularly in low-income and disadvantaged areas



● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of solar projects



● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar



technologies



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% by 2031 and



net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies



are critical in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter



expertise.



GRID Alternatives Mid-Atlantic | 1629 Benning Road NE, Washington, DC 20002
(202) 602-0191 | gridalternatives.org/midatlantic











I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application. This action



would be a crucial step toward realizing the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and



providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Elijah Perry



Executive Director



GRID Alternatives Mid-Atlantic



GRID Alternatives Mid-Atlantic | 1629 Benning Road NE, Washington, DC 20002
(202) 602-0191 | gridalternatives.org/midatlantic
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September 13, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center 
(MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in 
Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this 
application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement. 
 
As a developer and owner of affordable housing, in the future, it is possible that our agency will seek partnership with 
MCEC on some of our development and re-development initiatives.   
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



 Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, particularly 
low-income and disadvantaged communities 



 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-
reducing projects 



 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act (GGRA) plan by helping the state meet its goal of 
a 50% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the 
statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s vision 
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged 
communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
Clifton C. Martin, CEO 
 



 









































 
September 7, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in enabling equitable 
access and meaningful involvement. 
 
Black Wall Street was founded in 2019 to help people of color start, launch, grow and sustain businesses 
through entrepreneurship. BWS has since expanded into various locations throughout Maryland 
including the campus of Bowie State University and VOACC. Located at 5000 E. Monument Street in 
Baltimore, MD, the Volunteers of America Chesapeake and Carolinas Residential Reentry Program is 
designed to reduce the rate of recidivism through the provision of temporary housing and person-
centered services to adult men and women referred by the Federal Bureau of Prisons and U.S. Pretrial 
Services. As the only Federal re-entry facility in the state of Maryland, the RRC serves over 600 
men and women each year. Black Wall Street partnered with the RRC to provide entrepreneurial 
training, workforce development and job assistance with a subaward of over 1 million dollars 
granted by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. Last year the 
program enrolled 80 Black Businesses who collectively exceeded $1 Million in revenue. In 
addition to the program founder, the previously incarcerated members earned over $400,000 of that 
revenue. Our program not only helps solve a local problem in reducing recidivism, but also 
created 12 jobs in one year. This movement attracted national notoriety being featured in FORBES 
magazine and USA Today's syndicate, The Tennessean. Our 3 part-model is scalable and engages 
for-profit/non-profit partners in addition to local government and anchor institutions. 
 
As a partner on this initiative, BWS is committed to providing education and workforce support, focusing 
on providing community support to Justice40 targeted populations. We will provide outreach and 
education supports, including training and hiring Community Navigators, as well as providing education 
for solar energy information and utilization in marginalized communities. We will provide workforce 
training through Registered Apprenticeship Programs, as well as certification fees that accompany 
community navigator, solar and cybersecurity occupations.  
 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 











• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Masica Jordan Alston 
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Marc Elrich 
County Executive 



September 28, 2023 



Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 



RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 



Dear Grant Review Committee: 



I write to express our community’s support for the Solar for All grant application 
submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (“MCEC”) in partnership with industry, local 
governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland.  We endorse this 
application as a partner interested in enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement in 
the solar movement. 



Montgomery County established one of the first local green banks in the country, the 
Montgomery County Green Bank (“MCGB”), a key partner in the Maryland Solar for All 
application.  Montgomery County provided utility-merger funding to seed MCGB and has 
continued to invest in MCGB’s mission by allocating ten percent of the revenue from our Fuel 
Energy Tax (approximately $18M annually) in pursuit of our shared climate goals. In addition 
to public-sector support, MCGB has rapidly achieved significant private-sector leverage and 
clean energy deployment, growing investments from just under $3 million to over $35 million in 
three years and reaching over 1,500 households.  If appropriately capitalized using the Solar for 
All program, we have no doubt that the Maryland Solar for All program, leveraging the 
strengths of MCEC and MCGB, will significantly benefit Montgomery County and the entire 
State of Maryland. 



Montgomery County strongly supports the Maryland Solar for All application because it 
will deliver on our key goals of: 



 Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and other air pollutants;
 Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to



American communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities;
 Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and
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 Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from
solar technologies.



In addition to supporting the Biden-Harris Administration’s environmental justice 
initiatives, this effort will also contribute to Maryland’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act (GGRA) 
plan by helping the state meet its nation-leading goal of a 60% reduction (over the 2006 level) in 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045. Maryland governmental 
agencies are critical in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, 
and subject matter expertise.  



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and providing access to 
solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 



Sincerely, 



Marc Elrich 
Montgomery County Executive 













 



             



             



             



  



 



 



 



August 29, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland 
Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity.  I endorse this application as a partner interested in assisting in the Project 
Deployment Technical Assistance Plan. 
 
The Community Action Council of Howard County, Maryland (“CAC”) is the leading non-profit 
weatherization provider in Maryland.  As such, we are uniquely positioned to braid Solar for All funding 
with the DOE and State funded weatherization programs.  In addition, CAC has access to housing rehab 
funding from the state that will also be useful in facilitating roof top solar installations on our client’s 
homes.  We also have relationships with all of the major weatherization contractors in Maryland which 
will allow for additional referrals of weatherization clients from the state funded weatherization 
program. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 



• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 



• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 
and air pollution-reducing projects 



• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 



Tracy Broccolino, President 
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This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tracy Broccolino, President 
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September 15, 2023 
 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee, US EPA 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Re: Maryland Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
Please accept this letter of support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy 
Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, State and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and 
academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity, 
 
Kent County Department of Planning, Housing, and Zoning is supportive of clean energy and assisting participation 
by those who were traditionally underserved in their communities. Due to Kent County’s small population size 
and staff constraints, we envision our role as public outreach via social media using materials provided by MCEC.  
 
It’s my understanding that the Maryland Solar for All grant application supports the overreaching goals of reducing 
emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants; delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-
reducing projects to American communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities; mobilizing 
financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing 
projects; and enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 
 
It’s my understanding that this plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal 
of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act 
(CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  
 
The Department urges your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, 
the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
William A. Mackey, AICP, Director 
 



c: Shelley L. Heller, Kent County Administrator 
Jamie L. Williams, CEcD, Director of Economic and Tourism Development 
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September 20, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee:



On behalf of Sol Systems, I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application
submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and
local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through
the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a
partner of MCEC and subrecipient Climate Access Fund (CAF) and as an organization interested in
enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement.



As one of the leading solar energy firms in the nation, Sol Systems has been responsible for
operating and constructing over 2 GW of solar projects, cumulatively valued at more than $2 billion.
Our customers encompass Fortune 100 companies, municipalities, counties, utilities, universities,
and schools. We also provide environmental commodity portfolio management services to nearly
50,000 customers across the US. Underpinning our work is a deep commitment to fostering a more
sustainable future and uplifting communities disproportionately affected by environmental
challenges. We leverage power purchase agreements and solar investments by our corporate
customers, such as Microsoft, to generate critical funding to fulfill this mission.



In early 2023, Sol Systems announced an investment of $1.2 million into community organizations
that focus on environmental justice, workforce training, and climate resiliency. Through this funding,
our partnership network expanded to include five additional organizations: Appalachian Voices,
Virginia Environmental Justice Collaborative, Climate Access Fund, Rebuilding Together DC
Alexandria, and CHP.



Because of CAF’s demonstrated experience in low-income community solar project origination,
finance and advocacy in Maryland, Sol Systems understands that CAF’s alignment with this
application and the potential funding partnership that may ensue will be to the benefit of thousands
of low-income residents in the State of Maryland. We support CAF in recognition of their unique role
in Maryland, filling financing and origination gaps in the community solar space and ensuring that
low-income households can experience the environmental and economic benefits of renewable
energy that their more affluent counterparts are able to access.











The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants;
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities;
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse



gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar



technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over
the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act
(CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition
with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology
to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Adaora Ifebigh
Senior Director of Impact
Sol Systems













30 West Monroe Street | Suite 510 | Chicago, IL 60603



September 15, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund



1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.



Washington, DC 20460



RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Solar for All Grant Review Committee:



On behalf of the TREND Community Development Corporation, I am writing to express my support for



the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in



partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in



Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. As



an organization interested in enabling equitable access to solar and meaningful involvement, and as a



collaborator of the Climate Access Fund, an intended subrecipient of MCEC, I endorse MCEC’s



application on behalf of the State of Maryland and their partnership with the Climate Access Fund.



The Climate Access Fund (CAF) was established in 2018 as a statewide 501(c)3 green bank that reduces



the energy burden of low-income households in Maryland through access to community solar power.



CAF uses innovative financing and project structuring to fill gaps that prevent low-income households



and low-income and disadvantaged communities (“LIDACs”) from accessing the multiple benefits of



community solar.



Based on five years of experience identifying financing gaps in Maryland’s low-income community solar



market, CAF has targeted three financing strategies for which it seeks NCIF support:



1. Enabling community solar projects located in LIDACs that maximize co-benefits to the



community



2. Increasing low-income savings by co-financing commercial and industrial (C&I) community solar



projects; and



3. Reducing low-income subscriber churn through credit enhancement



CAF targets projects that are less than 2 MW in size, are located on rooftops and parking lots, and



maximize benefits to low-income homeowners, renters and communities, as these projects – unlike



larger, ground mounted community solar projects for higher-income households – often have difficulty



accessing commercial financing alone. As a green bank, CAF deploys low-cost, flexible capital from



public, philanthropic, and private sources to make these projects viable. All CAF-financed projects must











save low-income households at least 20% on their electricity bills and reserve a minimum of 50% of



generated power for low-income households.



TREND Community Development Corporation (TREND CDC) is a non-profit whose mission is to



strengthen urban neighborhoods through inclusive community development. TREND CDC was founded



in 2019 to complement the work of The Chicago TREND Corporation, a social enterprise whose mission is



to catalyze and accelerate strategic commercial development that strengthens urban neighborhoods,



with a focus on communities of color. In 2021, TREND launched a shopping center acquisition strategy



that has enabled 335 Black, local and small investors to co-own five neighborhood shopping centers. In



2023, TREND formed a Real Estate Fund to scale this inclusive ownership model. The Fund will make it



possible for TREND to acquire 12 more shopping centers with as many as 1,000 Black residents,



entrepreneurs and small dollar impact investors. TREND CDC leads initiatives that advance the success of



the shopping centers including climate adaptation, crime prevention, small business support, and



community engagement.



It is because of this commitment and our values alignment with CAF that we are in the pre-development



stage of a community solar project on the rooftop of a shopping complex we are redeveloping in



Walbrook Junction, a historically disinvested area of West Baltimore. The project will serve between 40



to 60 low-income families and will result in each family experiencing at least a ~20% discount on



household electricity bills for these households. TREND CDC is currently exploring full ownership of the



community solar installation given how valuable of a community asset it is, and we are pleased that a



project with CAF includes co-benefits like occupational skills training, renewable energy job creation,



local hiring, and community-based educational opportunities.



Because of CAF’s demonstrated experience in low-income community solar project origination, finance



and advocacy in Maryland, TREND CDC understands that CAF’s alignment with this application and the



potential funding partnership that may ensue will be to the benefit of thousands of low-income



residents in the State of Maryland. We support and seek to work with CAF in recognition of their unique



role in Maryland, filling financing and origination gaps in the community solar space and ensuring that



low-income households can experience the environmental and economic benefits of renewable energy



that their more affluent counterparts are able to access.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants;



● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities;



● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas-



and air pollution-reducing projects; and



● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar



technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the



2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of



2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and



access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.











I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the



coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to



low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Emma Gonzalez Roberts



Chief Operating Officer



TREND Community Development Corporation













Universal Renewables, LLC
3516 Massachusetts Avenue NW



Washington, DC 20007
(202) 725-5542



mark.ballantine@universalrenewables.com



September 9, 2023



National Clean Investment Fund Award Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460



RE: Transaction Partnerships Letter of Support - National Clean Investment Fund
(NCIF) 



Dear NCIF Award Review Committee:



On behalf of Universal Renewables, LLC, I am pleased to submit this letter in support of
the Maryland Clean Energy Center’s application to the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund’s (“GGRF”) National Clean Investment Fund
(“NCIF”). We are writing in support of the Climate Access Fund, a 501(c)3 nonprofit
green bank serving the State of Maryland, as it seeks to partner with Maryland Clean
Energy Center on this application. 



The Climate Access Fund (CAF) was established in 2018 as a statewide 501(c)3 green
bank that reduces the energy burden of low-income households in Maryland through
access to community solar power. CAF uses innovative financing and project structuring
to fill gaps that prevent low-income households and low-income and disadvantaged
communities (“LIDACs”) from accessing the multiple benefits of community solar.
Based on five years of experience identifying financing gaps in Maryland’s low-income
community solar market, CAF has targeted three financing strategies for which it seeks
NCIF support:



1. Enabling community solar projects located in LIDACs that maximize co-benefits
to the community



2. Increasing low-income savings by co-financing commercial and industrial (C&I)
community solar projects; and



3. Reducing low-income subscriber churn through credit enhancement



CAF targets projects that are less than 2 MW in size, are located on rooftops and
parking lots, and maximize benefits to low-income homeowners, renters and
communities, as these projects – unlike larger, ground mounted community solar
projects for higher-income households – often have difficulty accessing commercial
financing alone. As a green bank, CAF deploys low-cost, flexible capital from public,
philanthropic, and private sources to make these projects viable. All CAF-financed
projects must save low-income households at least 20% on their electricity bills and
reserve a minimum of 50% of generated power for low-income households.



Universal Renewables delivers custom elevated solar power solutions to commercial,
industrial and government clients. We are proud to manufacture our elevated racking
products right here in the United States of America and that our eco-friendly products











Universal Renewables, LLC
3516 Massachusetts Avenue NW



Washington, DC 20007
(202) 725-5542



mark.ballantine@universalrenewables.com



are made from 80% recycled aluminum. We are currently in the process of finalizing an
Engineering, Procurement, and Construction (EPC) contract with Climate Access Fund
and plan to serve as their EPC contractor for CAF's demonstration project in East
Baltimore, Solar4Us @ Henderson-Hopkins. We are excited to be a part of a
Baltimore-based project located in a historically disinvested community, and 100% of
the power generated from the community solar array will benefit ~150 low-income
households who will have 25% savings on their electricity bills. Because of CAF’s
demonstrated experience in low-income community solar project origination, finance
and advocacy in Maryland, Universal Renewables understands that CAF’s alignment with
this application and the potential funding partnership that may ensue will be to the
benefit of thousands of low-income residents in the State of Maryland. We support and
seek to work with CAF in recognition of their unique role in Maryland, filling financing
and origination gaps in the community solar space and ensuring that low-income
households can experience the environmental and economic benefits of renewable
energy that their more affluent counterparts are able to access.



Universal Renewables, LLC supports CAF as it prepares to partner with Maryland Clean
Energy Center on the creation and execution of a robust, national transaction pipeline.
CAF will identify projects across Maryland and will lend its expertise on equitable
community solar finance to CGC partners across the country, as needed. To successfully
invest in projects, CAF will need to access the types of financial assistance that
Maryland Clean Energy Center will provide. With CAF’s exclusive focus on reducing
energy burdens of low-income households and LIDACs, CAF’s project pipeline will help
Maryland Clean Energy Center ensure that a minimum of 40% of the benefits of its
investments will be located in or delivered to low-income and disadvantaged
communities.



Universal Renewables, LLC and CAF both understand that Maryland Clean Energy
Center capacity to invest in qualified projects is dependent on Maryland Clean Energy
Center’s ability to obtain a substantial grant award from the GGRF grant competition.
We support Maryland Clean Energy Center’s efforts to receive such an award and
authorize them to use this letter in support of that effort, including submitting this
letter as part of CGC’s application to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.



Sincerely,



Mark Ballantine



President and CEO
Universal Renewables, LLC













September 26, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460



RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Solar for All Grant Review Committee:



On behalf of Watershed Public Charter School, I am writing to express my support for the Solar
for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership
with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in
Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
opportunity. As an organization interested in enabling equitable access to solar and
meaningful involvement, and as a collaborator of the Climate Access Fund, an intended
subrecipient of MCEC, I endorse MCEC’s application on behalf of the State of Maryland and
their partnership with the Climate Access Fund.



The Climate Access Fund (CAF) was established in 2018 as a statewide 501(c)3 green bank
that reduces the energy burden of low-income households in Maryland through access to
community solar power. CAF uses innovative financing and project structuring to fill gaps that
prevent low-income households and low-income and disadvantaged communities (“LIDACs”)
from accessing the multiple benefits of community solar.



Based on five years of experience identifying financing gaps in Maryland’s low-income
community solar market, CAF has targeted three financing strategies for which it seeks NCIF
support:



1. Enabling community solar projects located in LIDACs that maximize co-benefits to the
community



2. Increasing low-income savings by co-financing commercial and industrial (C&I)
community solar projects; and



3. Reducing low-income subscriber churn through credit enhancement



CAF targets projects that are less than 2 MW in size, are located on rooftops and parking lots,
and maximize benefits to low-income homeowners, renters and communities, as these projects











– unlike larger, ground mounted community solar projects for higher-income households – often
have difficulty accessing commercial financing alone. As a green bank, CAF deploys low-cost,
flexible capital from public, philanthropic, and private sources to make these projects viable. All
CAF-financed projects must save low-income households at least 20% on their electricity bills
and reserve a minimum of 50% of generated power for low-income households.



Watershed Public Charter School (WPCS) is an environmental arts charter school located in
Baltimore County, MD. We encourage students and staff to spend time outdoors engaging with
our campus, outdoor classroom and micro-farm. We value experiential learning activities and
see our green environment as a multisensory learning lab. Nearly half of our student body is
eligible for free or reduced lunch, and over 77% of our students identify as a race or ethnicity
other than white. Ensuring our environment is healthy and sustained through the reduction of
greenhouse gasses is one of many ways we are aligned with CAF’s mission and approach to
community solar. We are excited about our partnership with CAF to develop a community solar
project at our school.



Because of CAF’s demonstrated experience in low-income community solar project origination,
finance and advocacy in Maryland, Watershed Public Charter School understands that CAF’s
alignment with this application and the potential funding partnership that may ensue will be to
the benefit of thousands of low-income residents in the State of Maryland. We support and seek
to work with CAF in recognition of their unique role in Maryland, filling financing gaps in the
community solar space and ensuring that low-income households can experience the
environmental and economic benefits of renewable energy that their more affluent counterparts
are able to access.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants;
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities;
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar



technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60%
(over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions
Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the
statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.











I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access
to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Jessie Lehson
Executive Director
Watershed Public Charter School













September 12, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460



RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Solar for All Grant Review Committee:



On behalf of Maryland Energy Advocates Coalition, we are writing to express our support for the Solar



for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with



industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking



funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. As an organization



interested in enabling equitable access to solar and meaningful involvement, and as a collaborator of



the Climate Access Fund, an intended subrecipient of MCEC, we endorse MCEC’s application on behalf



of the State of Maryland and their partnership with the Climate Access Fund.



The Climate Access Fund (CAF) was established in 2018 as a statewide 501(c)3 green bank that reduces



the energy burden of low-income households in Maryland through access to community solar power.



CAF uses innovative financing and project structuring to fill gaps that prevent low-income households



and low-income and disadvantaged communities (“LIDACs”) from accessing the multiple benefits of



community solar.



Based on five years of experience identifying financing gaps in Maryland’s low-income community solar



market, CAF has targeted three financing strategies for which it seeks NCIF support:



1. Enabling community solar projects located in LIDACs that maximize co-benefits to the



community,



2. Increasing low-income savings by co-financing commercial and industrial (C&I) community solar



projects; and



3. Reducing low-income subscriber churn through credit enhancement



CAF targets projects that are less than 2 MW in size, are located on rooftops and parking lots, and



maximize benefits to low-income homeowners, renters, and communities, as these projects – unlike



larger, ground mounted community solar projects for higher-income households – often have difficulty



accessing commercial financing alone. As a green bank, CAF deploys low-cost, flexible capital from



public, philanthropic, and private sources to make these projects viable. All CAF-financed projects must



save low-income households at least 20% on their electricity bills and reserve a minimum of 50% of



generated power for low-income households.



I am Chair of Maryland Energy Advocates Coalition, a statewide group of individuals and organizations
who together coordinate efforts and share information with the goal of reducing the energy burden of











Maryland’s low-income households. CAF is represented in the Coalition. I am also a community solar
advocate and a volunteer energy counselor. Because our goals and values are so aligned, I have been
working in partnership with Lynn Heller and the Climate Access Fund for many years on advocacy efforts
to expand and make permanent community solar in the State of Maryland and ensure consolidated
billing becomes a reality.



Because of CAF’s demonstrated experience in low-income community solar project origination, finance,
and advocacy in Maryland, I understand that CAF’s alignment with this application and the potential
funding partnership that may ensue will be to the benefit of thousands of low-income residents in the
State of Maryland. We support and seek to work with CAF in recognition of their unique role in
Maryland, filling financing and origination gaps in the community solar space and ensuring that
low-income households can experience the environmental and economic benefits of renewable energy
that their more affluent counterparts are able to access.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants.



● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities.



● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas-



and air pollution-reducing projects; and



● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar



technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the



2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of



2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and



access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the



coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to



low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Laurel Peltier
Chair, Maryland Energy Advocates Coalition
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The Clayton Baker Trust
600W 41st St Ste 700
Baltimore, MD 21211



September 13, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460



RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Solar for All Grant Review Committee:



On behalf of The Clayton Baker Trust, I am writing to express our support for the Solar for All grant
application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry,
state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking
funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. As an organization
interested in enabling equitable access to solar and meaningful involvement, and as a collaborator
of the Climate Access Fund, an intended subrecipient of MCEC, we endorse MCEC’s application on
behalf of the State of Maryland and their partnership with the Climate Access Fund.



The Climate Access Fund (CAF) was established in 2018 as a statewide 501(c)3 green bank that
reduces the energy burden of low-income households in Maryland through access to community
solar power. CAF uses innovative financing and project structuring to fill gaps that prevent
low-income households and low-income and disadvantaged communities (“LIDACs”) from accessing
the multiple benefits of community solar.



Based on five years of experience identifying financing gaps in Maryland’s low-income community
solar market, CAF has targeted three financing strategies for which it seeks NCIF support:



1. Enabling community solar projects located in LIDACs that maximize co-benefits to the
community



2. Increasing low-income savings by co-financing commercial and industrial (C&I) community
solar projects; and



3. Reducing low-income subscriber churn through credit enhancement



CAF targets projects that are less than 2 MW in size, are located on rooftops and parking lots, and
maximize benefits to low-income homeowners, renters and communities, as these projects – unlike
larger, ground mounted community solar projects for higher-income households – often have
difficulty accessing commercial financing alone. As a green bank, CAF deploys low-cost, flexible
capital from public, philanthropic, and private sources to make these projects viable. All
CAF-financed projects must save low-income households at least 20% on their electricity bills and
reserve a minimum of 50% of generated power for low-income households.











The Clayton Baker Trust is a family foundation located in Baltimore, MD. The trust supports
organizations in Baltimore in the areas of education, the environment, and community development.
Because of our mission alignment and our interest in CAF's work at the intersection of
environmental justice and social justice, we have given CAF general operating funding as well as
project funding supporting CAF's demonstration project in East Baltimore, Solar4Us @
Henderson-Hopkins. This community solar project is located in a historically disinvested community,
and 100% of the power generated from the community solar array will benefit ~150 low-income
households by providing 25% savings on electricity bills.



Because of CAF’s demonstrated experience in low-income community solar project origination,
finance and advocacy in Maryland, The Clayton Baker Trust understands that CAF’s alignment with
this application and the potential funding partnership that may ensue will be to the benefit of
thousands of low-income residents in the State of Maryland. We support CAF in recognition of their
unique role in Maryland, filling financing and origination gaps in the community solar space and
ensuring that low-income households can experience the environmental and economic benefits of
renewable energy that their more affluent counterparts are able to access.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants;
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities;
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse



gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar



technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over
the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act
(CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition
with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology
to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



William C. Baker
Executive Director
The Clayton Baker Trust
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September 11, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Solar for All Grant Review Committee: 
 
On behalf of the France-Merrick Foundation, we are writing to express our support for the Solar for All 
grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, 
state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding 
through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.  As an organization interested in 
enabling equitable access to solar and meaningful involvement, and as a collaborator of the Climate 
Access Fund, an intended subrecipient of MCEC, we endorse MCEC’s application on behalf of the State 
of Maryland and their partnership with the Climate Access Fund. 
 
The Climate Access Fund (CAF) was established in 2018 as a statewide 501(c)3 green bank that reduces 
the energy burden of low-income households in Maryland through access to community solar power. CAF 
uses innovative financing and project structuring to fill gaps that prevent low-income households and low-
income and disadvantaged communities (“LIDACs”) from accessing the multiple benefits of community 
solar. 
 
Based on five years of experience identifying financing gaps in Maryland’s low-income community solar 
market, CAF has targeted three financing strategies for which it seeks NCIF support: 
 



1. Enabling community solar projects located in LIDACs that maximize co-benefits to the community 
2. Increasing low-income savings by co-financing commercial and industrial (C&I) community solar 



projects; and 
3. Reducing low-income subscriber churn through credit enhancement 



 
CAF targets projects that are less than 2 MW in size, are located on rooftops and parking lots, and maximize 
benefits to low-income homeowners, renters, and communities, as these projects – unlike larger, ground-
mounted community solar projects for higher-income households – often have difficulty accessing 
commercial financing alone. As a green bank, CAF deploys low-cost, flexible capital from public, 
philanthropic, and private sources to make these projects viable. All CAF-financed projects must save low-
income households at least 20% on their electricity bills and reserve a minimum of 50% of generated 
power for low-income households. 
 
 











 
 



For over six decades, the France-Merrick Foundation has devoted its primary efforts to supporting the 
people, places, and organizations that make up the diverse communities of the Baltimore region. The 
Foundation’s funding is aimed at increasing the capacity of organizations to have a positive impact on lives 
and communities. The Foundation has six main areas of focus: civic and culture, community and economic 
development, conservation, education, health and human services, and historic preservation. The 
Foundation funds within Maryland, with a particular focus on the Greater Baltimore area. France-Merrick 
Foundation’s funding is focused on project-oriented requests. 
 
We are a funder of the Climate Access Fund's demonstration project in East Baltimore, Solar4Us @ 
Henderson-Hopkins, contributing $250,000 to the effort. This community solar project is located in a 
historically disinvested community, and 100% of the power generated from the community solar array will 
benefit ~150 low-income households by providing 25% savings on electricity bills. In addition to funding, 
the France-Merrick Foundation offers guidance and advice to CAF's staff and leadership on multiple issue 
areas including fundraising and network-building. 
 
Because of CAF’s demonstrated experience in low-income community solar project origination, finance 
and advocacy in Maryland, the France-Merrick Foundation understands that CAF’s alignment with this 
application and the potential funding partnership that may ensue will be to the benefit of thousands of low-
income residents in the State of Maryland. We support CAF in recognition of their unique role in Maryland, 
filling financing and origination gaps in the community solar space and ensuring that low-income 
households can experience the environmental and economic benefits of renewable energy that their more 
affluent counterparts are able to access. 
 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of: 
 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants; 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities; 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- 



and air pollution-reducing projects; and 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 
 
This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 
2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with direction and 
access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.  
 
We urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the 
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-
income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Amy Gross 
President 
France-Merrick Foundation 



























LOCKHART VAUGHAN FOUNDATION
1600 W. 41ST STREET, SUITE 700



Baltimore, MD 21211
PHONE: 410-837-9400



September 13, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460



RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Solar for All Grant Review Committee:



On behalf of the trustees of the Lockhart Vaughan Foundation, I writing to express our
support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy
Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit
organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. As an organization interested in enabling
equitable access to solar and meaningful involvement, and as a collaborator of the Climate
Access Fund, an intended subrecipient of MCEC, we endorse MCEC’s application on behalf
of the State of Maryland and their partnership with the Climate Access Fund.



The Climate Access Fund (CAF) was established in 2018 as a statewide 501(c)3 green bank
that reduces the energy burden of low-income households in Maryland through access to
community solar power. CAF uses innovative financing and project structuring to fill gaps that
prevent low-income households and low-income and disadvantaged communities (“LIDACs”)
from accessing the multiple benefits of community solar.



Based on five years of experience identifying financing gaps in Maryland’s low-income
community solar market, CAF has targeted three financing strategies for which it seeks NCIF
support:



1. Enabling community solar projects located in LIDACs that maximize co-benefits to
the community;



2. Increasing low-income savings by co-financing commercial and industrial (C&I)
community solar projects; and



3. Reducing low-income subscriber churn through credit enhancement.



CAF targets projects that are less than 2 MW in size, are located on rooftops and parking
lots, and maximize benefits to low-income homeowners, renters and communities, as these
projects – unlike larger, ground mounted community solar projects for higher-income
households – often have difficulty accessing commercial financing alone. As a green bank,
CAF deploys low-cost, flexible capital from public, philanthropic, and private sources to make
these projects viable. All CAF-financed projects must save low-income households at least
20% on their electricity bills and reserve a minimum of 50% of generated power for
low-income households.



The Lockhart Vaughan Foundation, Inc. was established in 1990. It directs its grants to Sec.
501 (C)(3) organizations in Baltimore, Maryland. Our areas of focus are education,
environment/climate change, and community development. We have set ambitious goals











and selected strategies to help achieve those objectives and are a current funder of the
Climate Access Fund's demonstration project in East Baltimore, Solar4Us @
Henderson-Hopkins.



The development of the rooftop community solar array helps to advance all three of our
Foundation's goals through the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, creating local job
opportunities in a historically disinvested neighborhood, and providing educational
opportunities to the students of Henderson-Hopkins about environmental sustainability and
renewable energy. Because of CAF’s demonstrated experience in low-income community
solar project origination, finance and advocacy in Maryland, the Lockhart Vaughan
Foundation understands that CAF’s alignment with this application and the potential funding
partnership that may ensue will be to the benefit of thousands of low-income residents in
the State of Maryland.



We support CAF in recognition of their unique role in Maryland, filling financing and
origination gaps in the community solar space and ensuring that low-income households
can experience the environmental and economic benefits of renewable energy that their
more affluent counterparts are able to access.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants;
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to



American communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities;
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from



solar technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of
60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate
Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting
the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter
expertise. 



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing
access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout
Maryland.



Sincerely,



Kate Rawson Powell
Executive Director
Lockhart Vaughan Foundation













September 12, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460



RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Solar for All Grant Review Committee:



On behalf of Mountain Maryland Movement, I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All
grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with
industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland,
seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. As an
organization interested in enabling equitable access to solar and meaningful involvement, and as a
collaborator of the Climate Access Fund, an intended subrecipient of MCEC, I endorse MCEC’s
application on behalf of the State of Maryland and their partnership with the Climate Access Fund.



The Climate Access Fund (CAF) was established in 2018 as a statewide 501(c)3 green bank that
reduces the energy burden of low-income households in Maryland through access to community
solar power. CAF uses innovative financing and project structuring to fill gaps that prevent
low-income households and low-income and disadvantaged communities (“LIDACs”) from accessing
the multiple benefits of community solar.



Based on five years of experience identifying financing gaps in Maryland’s low-income community
solar market, CAF has targeted three financing strategies for which it seeks NCIF support:



1. Enabling community solar projects located in LIDACs that maximize co-benefits to the
community



2. Increasing low-income savings by co-financing commercial and industrial (C&I) community
solar projects; and



3. Reducing low-income subscriber churn through credit enhancement



CAF targets projects that are less than 2 MW in size, are located on rooftops and parking lots, and
maximize benefits to low-income homeowners, renters and communities, as these projects – unlike
larger, ground mounted community solar projects for higher-income households – often have
difficulty accessing commercial financing alone. As a green bank, CAF deploys low-cost, flexible
capital from public, philanthropic, and private sources to make these projects viable. All
CAF-financed projects must save low-income households at least 20% on their electricity bills and
reserve a minimum of 50% of generated power for low-income households.











Mountain Maryland Movement is a coalition of volunteers working on Appalachian Maryland energy
and environmental issues since 2017. Our work focuses on the two westernmost counties —
Allegany and Garrett — areas with an extensive legacy of resource extraction, primarily coal and
timber. One strategic goal of Mountain Maryland Movement is to site low- and moderate-income
(LMI) community solar projects in mountain Maryland, particularly on rooftops and land degraded by
coal development.



Mountain Maryland Movement began working with the Climate Access Fund early in 2020 on solar
siting and to link with local social service agencies to build relationships with LMI subscribers in
Allegany and Garrett counties. We have helped to identify and connect CAF with sites to accelerate
predevelopment, including one site in Garrett County that used to be a strip mine operation. And, we
are excited about potential sites with the City of Frostburg and Frostburg State University and other
sites in Allegany County on reclaimed mining land and brownfields.



Rural, Appalachian Maryland has not enjoyed a balance of resource extraction with economic
opportunities that build sustainable or regenerative approaches to land use. Allegany County has the
second highest poverty rate, by county, in Maryland as well as the highest rate of all cancers and is
in the top quartile of cardiovascular illnesses — diseases linked to pollution. Energy production that
does not further harm public health and financially supports LMI community members would greatly
benefit our region.



Because of CAF’s demonstrated experience in low-income community solar project origination,
finance and advocacy in Maryland, Mountain Maryland Movement understands that CAF’s alignment
with this application and the potential funding partnership that may ensue will be to the benefit of
thousands of low-income residents in the State of Maryland. We support and seek to work with CAF
in recognition of their unique role in Maryland, filling financing and origination gaps in the community
solar space and ensuring that LMI households can experience the environmental and economic
benefits of renewable energy that their more affluent counterparts are able to access.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants;
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities;
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse



gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar



technologies.



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over
the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act
(CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition
with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology
to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,











Ann R. Bristow
Convenor
Mountain Maryland Movement













 
 



Website: www.baltimoresustainability.org | Phone: 410-396-8360 | Email: sustainability@baltimorecity.gov 



 
“…toward a more sustainable, equitable and resilient future.” 



September 22nd 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
I write this letter of support expressing my full support for the Solar for All grant application submitted by the 
Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit 
organizations, and academic institutions in Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund opportunity. As Baltimore City Office of Sustainability, we endorse this application, commit to 
being a close partner interested in supporting a meaningful benefits plan. 



The Scott administration has committed to achieving carbon neutrality by 2045, with interim targets to reduce 
emissions 30% and 60% by 2025 and 2030, respectively. The State of Maryland’s Solar for All goals, application 
and aspirations are aptly aligned with our citywide targets and vision for a sustainable, more equitable and more 
resilient Baltimore. Proudly, this plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction 
goal of 60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now 
Act (CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition with 
direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise. My administration is dedicated to continued 
partnerships, collaboration as we work toward a sustainable future. 
The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overreaching goals of: 



• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 
• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas - and air pollution-reducing projects to American communities, 



particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 
• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas- and air 



pollution-reducing projects 
• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar technologies. 



 
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the coalition’s 
vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology to low-income and 
disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Ava Richardson 
Sustainability Director 





mailto:sustainability@baltimorecity.gov
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September 11, 2023 
 
Solar for All Grant Committee 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
 
RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission:  Maryland Solar for All Submission 
 
 
Dear Solar for All Grant Review Committee: 
 
On behalf of Osprey Foundation, I am writing to express our support for the Solar for All 
grant application submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership 
with industry, state and local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in 
Maryland, seeking funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
opportunity.  As an organization interested in enabling equitable access to solar and 
meaningful involvement, and as a collaborator of the Climate Access Fund, an intended 
subrecipient of MCEC, we endorse MCEC’s application on behalf of the State of Maryland 
and their partnership with the Climate Access Fund. 
The Climate Access Fund (CAF) was established in 2018 as a statewide 501(c)3 green bank 
that reduces the energy burden of low-income households in Maryland through access to 
community solar power. CAF uses innovative financing and project structuring to fill gaps 
that prevent low-income households and low-income and disadvantaged communities 
(“LIDACs”) from accessing the multiple benefits of community solar. 
Based on five years of experience identifying financing gaps in Maryland’s low-income 
community solar market, CAF has targeted three financing strategies for which it seeks NCIF 
support: 



1. Enabling community solar projects located in LIDACs that maximize co-benefits to the 
community 



2. Increasing low-income savings by co-financing commercial and industrial (C&I) 
community solar projects; and 



3. Reducing low-income subscriber churn through credit enhancement 
 



CAF targets projects that are less than 2 MW in size, are located on rooftops and parking 
lots, and maximize benefits to low-income homeowners, renters and communities, as these 
projects – unlike larger, ground mounted community solar projects for higher-income 
households – often have difficulty accessing commercial financing alone. As a green bank, 
CAF deploys low-cost, flexible capital from public, philanthropic, and private sources to make 
these projects viable. All CAF-financed projects must save low-income households at least 
20% on their electricity bills and reserve a minimum of 50% of generated power for low-
income households. 
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The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of: 
● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants; 
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to 



American communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities; 
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of 



greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and 
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 



technologies. 



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 
60% (over the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate 
Solutions Now Act (CSNA) of 2022.  Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting 
the statewide coalition with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter 
expertise.  
I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All 
application, the coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing 
access to solar technology to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout 
Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 



 
 
William C. Clarke, III 
President  
 













September 20, 2023



Solar for All Grant Committee
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Washington, DC 20460



Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission: Maryland Solar for All Submission



Dear Grant Review Committee:



On behalf of Raise Green, I am writing to express my support for the Solar for All grant application
submitted by the Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) in partnership with industry, state and
local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia in Maryland, seeking funding through
the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity. I endorse this application as a
partner of MCEC and subrecipient Climate Access Fund (CAF) and as an organization interested in
enabling equitable access and meaningful involvement.



Raise Green is an SEC and FINRA registered crowdfunding portal with thousands of members
investing as little as $100 into clean energy and climate solution companies, including
community-driven project finance. We empower all individuals with the tools they need to create
and invest directly in climate solution projects, like community solar. By creating new investment
pathways open to anyone, we seek to democratize the ownership and benefits of the clean energy
and climate-resilient infrastructure of the future. There is a gap in the ability of community based
organizations like schools, churches, community centers, non-profits, and small businesses to get
financing for solar and renewable energy projects. Raise Green takes advantage of recent
regulatory changes that open up the opportunity for non-accredited individuals to invest directly into
private project finance companies that can accelerate the deployment of clean energy in a socially
and financially inclusive way.



Recently, Raise Green has worked with CAF to launch and successfully complete a crowd funding
raise for its Solar4Us @ Henderson-Hopkins project, a community solar effort in a historically
disinvested community in Baltimore City. Approximately 150 low-income households will receive
25% savings on their electricity bills through this project, and the immediate community will
experience co-benefits such as educational opportunities, job training, and local hiring into
career-track solar jobs. Through our partnership, CAF exceeded its fundraising goal of $370,000,
which represented the final tranche of funding necessary to begin implementation.



Because of CAF’s demonstrated experience in low-income community solar project origination,
finance and advocacy in Maryland, Raise Green understands that CAF’s alignment with this











application and the potential funding partnership that may ensue will be to the benefit of thousands
of low-income residents in the State of Maryland. We support and seek to work with CAF in
recognition of their unique role in Maryland, filling financing and origination gaps in the community
solar space and ensuring that low-income households can experience the environmental and
economic benefits of renewable energy that their more affluent counterparts are able to access.



The Maryland Solar for All application supports the overarching goals of:



● Reducing emissions of greenhouse gasses and other air pollutants;
● Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American



communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities;
● Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse



gas- and air pollution-reducing projects; and
● Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar



technologies.
●



This plan also contributes to Maryland’s nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over
the 2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act
(CSNA) of 2022. Maryland State agencies play a critical role in assisting the statewide coalition
with direction and access to data, metrics, and subject matter expertise.



I urge your support and funding to implement the vision of the Maryland Solar for All application, the
coalition’s vision of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and providing access to solar technology
to low-income and disadvantaged communities throughout Maryland.



Sincerely,



Franz Hochstrasser
Chief Executive Officer & Co-Founder
Raise Green
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		Notice - No: Select No if the methods of notice do not accommodate those with impaired vision or hearing.: 

		Notice - Yes:  Select Yes if the notice is posted in a prominent place applicant's/recipient’s website, in the offices or facilities or, for education programs and activities, in appropriate periodicals and other written communications.: 

		Notice - No: Select No if the notice is not posted in a prominent place applicant's/recipient’s website, in the offices or facilities or, for education programs and activities, in appropriate periodicals and other written communications.: 
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		Notice - No: Select No if the notice does not identify a designated civil rights coordinator.: 
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		Demographic - No: Select No if the applicant/recipient does not maintain demographic data on the race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability status of the population it serves?  (40 C.F.R. 7.85(a)): 

		Policy - Yes: Select Yes if the applicant/recipient has a policy/procedure for providing meaningful access to services for persons with limited English proficiency?  (Title VI, 40 C.F.R. Part 7, Lau v Nichols 414 U.S. (1974)): 

		Policy - No: Select No if the applicant/recipient does not have a policy/procedure for providing meaningful access to services for persons with limited English proficiency?  (Title VI, 40 C.F.R. Part 7, Lau v Nichols 414 U.S. (1974)): 

		Policy: If the applicant is an education program or activity, or has 15 or more employees, has it designated an employee to coordinate its compliance with 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7?  Provide the name, title, position, mailing address, e-mail address, fax number, and telephone number of the designated coordinator.: n/a

		Program: If the applicant is an education program or activity, or has 15 or more employees, has it adopted grievance procedures that assure the prompt and fair resolution of complaints that allege a violation of 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7?  Provide a legal citation or applicant’s/recipient’s website address for, or a copy of, the procedures.: n/a
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October 10, 2023  
 
Michael S. Regan 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
 
RE: Maryland Clean Energy Center Submission- Memorandum of Agreement 
 
Dear Administrator Regan, 
 
The Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC), in partnership with Maryland industry, state and 
local governments, not-for-profit organizations, and academia is pleased to submit a request for 
funding through the Solar for All Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund opportunity.   
 
MCEC is an instrumentality of the State of Maryland, with a mission to advance adoption of 
clean energy and climate impact mitigation technologies and services. MCEC is also focused on 
providing access to capital and technical assistance to enable access to related solutions for 
LMI households and communities. 
 
MCEC acts as the statewide Green Bank and has leveraged over $185M in private capital 
against $13.3M in public funds to deploy clean energy solutions, help reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, conserve energy and reduce energy costs for residents, business owners, 
municipalities and institutions.  
 
The Maryland Solar for All Program (MSFAP) application was developed through an open and 
transparent process with the guidance and input of government, industry and community 
stakeholders. This coalition of partners has created a proposal for the use of EPA Solar for All 
funding which supports the mutual goals of: 


• Reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants 


• Delivering benefits of greenhouse gas- and air pollution-reducing projects to American 
communities, particularly low-income and disadvantaged communities 


• Mobilizing financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse 
gas- and air pollution-reducing projects 


• Enabling low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from solar 
technologies. 


 
This work envisioned by the Maryland Solar for All Program, using the funding requested, will 
enable the state to achieve its nation-leading greenhouse gas reduction goal of 60% (over the 
2006 level) by 2031 and net-zero emissions by 2045 as set by the Climate Solutions Now Act 
(CSNA) of 2022. The investment is projected to result in: 
 


• energy cost savings to over 16,000 households resulting from  


• 57.5 MW of solar installed adding over 226,000 MWh of clean energy generation to the 
grid, combined with 


• 37.8 MWh of battery storage capacity for resilience, achieving 


• over 157,000 tons of CO2 avoided and 24 short tons less SO2 in the atmosphere. 







 
MCEC and the MSFAP coalition partners are committed to this effort because of its potential to 
ensure that those Maryland residents, with the most need, are able to benefit from an equitable 
transition to a clean and resilient future for the grid and our communities.  
 
MCEC will contribute $2M from in support of the Maryland Solar for All Program as matching 
funds.  
This letter serves to affirm our commitment to continue to act in a coordinating role providing 
project management, oversight, accounting and reporting in relation to the project scope and 
benefits. 
 
 
Best regards,  
  


 
 
 
 


I. Katherine Magruder  
Executive Director  
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STATE OF MARYLAND  


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  


BETWEEN  


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER  


AND  


MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION  
 


 


 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of October 12th, 2023, (the 


“Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER, a body 


politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland (“MCEC”) and the 


MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION, (“MEA”), referred to herein collectively as the 


“Parties” or “Coalition Partners”, and each as “MCEC”, “Agency,” “Partner,” or  “Party.” This 


agreement is entered into by the Parties specifically in relation to the Proposal for the Federal 


Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar for All Discretionary Grant, being 


submitted by MCEC on behalf of the State of Maryland and Coalition Partners. 


 


The Parties mutually agree to the following: 


 


1. Specific Purpose: 
 


a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of 


Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant 


competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to 


the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and 


disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment. 


If awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-


income households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar 


energy, but also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future 


targeted investments in clean energy.  


b. Relationship of the Parties. 


i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of Solar for 


All Discretionary Grant funds, and upon award will serve as grant 


administrator providing overall grant management, reporting and 


compliance to meet defined deadlines. 


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among 


Coalition Partners, execute and manage contractual agreements 







 


between sub-recipients (vendors), private sector, and government 


partners. 


iii. MEA will participate and collaborate with Coalition Partners as a 


member of the Grant Oversight Committee to assist MCEC in 


outreach for subscribers or interested parties to give access to 


MCEC related to education and outreach in support of potential 


stakeholders and others who are interested in installing 


residential rooftop solar or residential-serving community solar 


and provide information on MEA incentive programs that can be 


leveraged.  


iv. MEA shall, contingent upon a successful award by the U.S. 


Environmental Protection Agency to MCEC, provide up to a total 


of $5 million, derived from Maryland Solar Renewable Energy 


Credit Alternative Compliance fees to MCEC. MCEC’s use of 


these funds shall conform to the requirements of Md. Code Ann., 


State Gov’t § 9-20B-05, including requirements that the funding 


“may be used only to make loans and grants to support the 


creation of new Tier 1 renewable energy sources in the State that 


are owned by or directly benefit low-to-moderate income 


communities located in a census tract with a median income at or 


below 80% of the median income for the State; or overburdened 


or underserved communities, as defined in § 1-701 of the 


Environment Article.”  A list of applicable census tracts will be 


provided by MEA consistent with other programs.  


v. Specifically these funds will accomplish the following: 


• Provide funding for additional financial assistance to 


implement single family residential solar projects, 


including grants and loans.  


• Use a portion of the funds to address additional needs 


related to making homes solar ready in concert with a 


solar photovoltaic installation. 


• Enable MCEC to shift at least $1 million of their grant 


request from EPA to Outreach and Education, including 


additional funding to support community based 


organizations who may not have been part of the initial 


proposal, while maintaining the same or greater  number 


of residential single family homes served and/or energy 


savings accrued.  


• Expand, where possible, the energy savings realized by 


each residential recipient of financial support for solar, 







 


including funding larger systems per household. 


 


vi. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 


a partnership, joint venture, or any other relationship 


other than that of grantor/grantee between the Parties or 


any beneficiaries of either Party. 


c. The Parties acknowledge that this MOA is not a binding and 


enforceable contract and shall not give rise to any obligations on 


the part of either Party. This MOA establishes the framework to 


commence a collaborative relationship between the Parties, which 


may be further defined by discussions and agreements between 


the Parties. In no event shall either Party or any of their 


individual officers, employees or agents in any way be liable or 


responsible for any obligations contained in this MOA, whether 


express or implied; nor for any statement, representation or 


warranty made in connection with this MOA. The terms and 


conditions of any future agreement will supersede this MOA. 


Nothing contained herein shall prevent the parties from exploring 


partnerships or entering into negotiations with third parties with 


regard to the subject matter of this MOA. 


d. Prohibited Uses. MEA shall not use any of the Solar for All 


Discretionary Grant funds, if any, to carry on propaganda or otherwise 


attempt to influence legislation; to influence the outcome of any 


specific public election; to carry on, directly or indirectly, any voter 


registration drive; to award grants to individuals for travel, study, or 


other similar purposes. 


 
e. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule. 


i. MCEC and MEA agree that any funding provided by MEA 


will be contingent upon award and successful negotiation of 


a grant from EPA and successful negotiation of a 


Memorandum of Understanding between MCEC and MEA.  


ii. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for 


providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated 


project budget.  


iii. MCEC shall provide MEA with  immediate written notification 


(i) of any inability to expend the MEA matching grant funds for 


the grant purposes; and (ii) prior to any expenditure of grant 







 


funds deviating from the grant purposes. Any expenditures 


deviating from the grant purposes shall require prior written 


approval by MEA.  


 


2. Term of Agreement. Performance under this agreement commences upon 


Board of Estimates Approval and continues until the Parties have completed the work and 


projects described in this Agreement, but in any case, no later than term of the EPA Solar 


For All grant.  


3. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 


and Compliance Officer, and MCEC designates Eric Coffman, Division Director of Programs, 


or his delegate,  to serve as Project Administrators for this Agreement. Contact between 


MCEC and MEA  regarding matters relative to this Agreement may be coordinated through 


the Project Administrators. The Project Administrator may be changed with written notice to 


the other Party.  


4. Non-Assignment. MCEC and MEA may not, during the term of this 


Agreement or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part 


of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


5. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC 


and the MEA  mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 


which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


6. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 


regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 


agrees to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related 


U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 


7. Publicity and Acknowledgment. MEA  may not include MCEC in any 


publications, press releases. or other public communications to factually describe its support 


of the Project without prior written consent of MCEC. The Parties agree that MCEC will be 


recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all publications or 


public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates 


otherwise. 


8. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and MEA  shall maintain records of 


receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and shall provide such records to 


MCEC who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the 


records of MEA  insofar as they relate to activities supported by the grant funds or carried 


out pursuant to this Agreement. MCEC and MEA shall retain all records relating to the 







 


subject of this Agreement for 3 years after the termination of this Agreement. 


i.  


 


10. Covenants. MEA covenants that it will make its best efforts in good faith 


continuously, diligently, and effectively to perform the work and projects described in this 


Agreement within and throughout the term of this Agreement. It is the intention of the 


parties and the expectation and policy of MCEC that all the grant funds will be expended for 


the work and projects described in this Agreement. 


 


11. Termination. MCEC or MEA may terminate this Agreement at any time if 


either party fails to adhere to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and does not cure 


such failure within a period of ten (10) days after receipt of written notice. Any Grant Funds 


unexpended as of the date of termination shall be returned to MEA. 


 


12. Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and MEA shall comply with the 


State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 


01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 


Agreement. 


 


13. Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 


understanding of MCEC and MEA . No other understanding, oral or written, regarding the 


subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the time 


of execution. 


 


14. Political Contributions. MEA shall not use any funds to make contributions: 


i. to any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; 


ii. to any political party, organization, or action committee; or 


iii. in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


 


 


 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOA as of the date set forth 


above. 


 
 
 


WITNESS: MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER: 


By:   By:   


Name: _______________________ Name: I. Katherine Magruder 


 
Title:  Executive Director 


 
Date:   


 


 


 


WITNESS: MARYLAND ENERGY 


ADMINISTRATION  


 By: Eric R. Coffman By:   


Name:   Name: Paul G. Pinsky 


 
Title:  Director 


 
Date:   
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STATE OF MARYLAND  


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  


BETWEEN  


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER  


AND  


MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
 


 


 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of September 15, 2023, (the 


“Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER, a body 


politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland (“MCEC”) and 


Maryland Department of the Environment, (“MDE”), referred to herein collectively as the 


"Parties" or “Coalition Partners”, and each as "MCEC", “Agency”, "Partner" or a "Party." This 


agreement is entered into by the Parties specifically in relation to the Proposal for the Federal 


Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar for All Discretionary Grant, being 


submitted by MCEC on behalf of the State of Maryland and Coalition Partners. 


 


The Parties mutually agree to the following: 


 


1. Specific Purpose: 
 


a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of 


Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant 


competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to 


the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and 


disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment. 


If awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-


income households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar 


energy, but also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future 


targeted investments in clean energy.  


b. Relationship of the Parties. 


i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of Solar for 


All Discretionary Grant funds, and upon award will serve as grant 


administrator providing overall grant management, reporting and 


compliance to meet defined deadlines. 


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among 


Coalition Partners, execute and manage contractual agreements 
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between sub-recipients (vendors), private sector, and government 


partners. 


iii. MDE will, depending on availability of staff and other resources, 


participate and collaborate with Coalition Partners as a member 


of the Grant Oversight Committee to assist MCEC in outreach 


for subscribers or interested parties to give access to MCEC to 


properties identified and selected for installation of residential 


rooftop solar or residential-serving community solar. 


iv. MDE will provide staff, as applicable and if MDE receives any 


funds through the Solar for All grant from MCEC, to serve as 


local project manager for projects intended to be located on 


properties within the jurisdiction, funded through the Solar For 


All grant program and be responsible for all necessary reporting 


to MCEC. 


v. MDE may enter into an intergovernmental agreement with 


MCEC to access services and technical assistance from MCEC 


and grant sub-recipients as requested in relation to grant 


deliverables. 


vi. MDE, through MCEC, may enter into a site use and/or 


lease agreement with Coalition Partners for purposes of 


installing and operating solar infrastructure.  


vii. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 


a partnership, joint venture, or any other relationship 


other than that of grantor/grantee between the Parties or 


any beneficiaries of either Party. 


c. The Parties acknowledge that this MOA is not a binding and 


enforceable contract and shall not give rise to any obligations on 


the part of either Party. This MOA establishes the framework to 


commence a collaborative relationship between the Parties, which 


may be further defined by discussions and agreements between 


the Parties. In no event shall either Party or any of their 


individual officers, employees or agents in any way be liable or 


responsible for any obligations contained in this MOA, whether 


express or implied; nor for any statement, representation or 


warranty made in connection with this MOA. The terms and 


conditions of any future agreement will supersede this MOA. 


Nothing contained herein shall prevent the parties from exploring 


partnerships or entering into negotiations with third parties with 


regard to the subject matter of this MOA. 
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d. Prohibited Uses. MDE shall not use any of the Solar for All 


Discretionary Grant funds received by MDE, if any, to carry on 


propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; to influence 


the outcome of any specific public election; to carry on, directly or 


indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award grants to individuals 


for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 


 
e. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule. 


i. MDE agrees that the Solar for All Discretionary Grant funds 


received by MDE, if any, will be expended to support the 


purposes of the EPA Solar For All Grant, and that terms for 


distribution of funds will be determined pending notice of the 


grant award. 


ii. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for 


providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated 


project budget.  


iii. MDE shall provide MCEC with immediate written notification 


(i) of any inability to expend the grant funds for the grant 


purposes; and (ii) prior to any expenditure of grant funds 


deviating from the grant purposes. Any expenditures deviating 


from the grant purposes shall require prior written approval by 


MCEC. 


2. Term of Agreement. Performance under this agreement commences upon 


Board of Estimates Approval and continues until the Parties have completed the work and 


projects described in this Agreement, but in any case, no later than term of the EPA Solar 


For All grant.  


3. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 


and Compliance Officer, and MDE designates Allison Tjaden, Special Projects Manager, to 


serve as Project Administrators for this Agreement.  Contact between MCEC and MDE 


regarding matters relative to this Agreement may be coordinated through the Project 


Administrators. The Project Administrator may be changed with written notice to the other 


Party.  


4. Non-Assignment. MCEC and MDE may not, during the term of this 


Agreement or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part 


of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


5. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC 


and the MDE mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 
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which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


6. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 


regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 


agrees to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related 


U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 


7. Publicity and Acknowledgment. MDE may not include MCEC in any 


publications, press releases. or other public communications to factually describe its support 


of the Project without prior written consent of MCEC. The Parties agree that MCEC will be 


recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all publications or 


public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates 


otherwise. 


8. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and MDE shall maintain records of 


receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and shall provide such records to 


MCEC who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the 


records of MDE insofar as they relate to activities supported by the grant funds or carried out 


pursuant to this Agreement. MCEC and MDE shall retain all records relating to the subject 


of this Agreement for 3 years after the termination of this Agreement. 


9. Withholding and Repayment. If MDE receives any Solar for All Discretionary 


Grant funds through MCEC, MCEC reserves the right to discontinue, modify, or withhold any 


payments or to require a total or partial refund of any Solar for All Discretionary Grant funds 


if, in MCEC sole discretion, such action is necessary because: 


i. MDE has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms 


and conditions of this Agreement; 


ii. MDE failed to comply with the requirements of any law or regulation 


applicable to this grant; 


iii. By action or omission, MDE or any of its representatives have 


committed fraud with respect to the Solar for All Discretionary Grant 


purposes; or 


iv. Any report or communication to MCEC submitted by MDE is 


found to be inaccurate or misleading in any material respect. 


 


10. Covenants. MDE covenants that it will make its best efforts in good faith 


continuously, diligently, and effectively to perform the work and projects described in this 


Agreement within and throughout the term of this Agreement. It is the intention of the 


parties and the expectation and policy of MCEC that all the grant funds will be expended for 


the work and projects described in this Agreement. 
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11. Termination. MCEC may terminate this Agreement at any time if MDE fails 


to adhere to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and does not cure such failure 


within a period of ten (10) days after receipt of written notice. Any Grant Funds unexpended 


as of the date of termination shall be returned to MCEC. 


 


12. Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and MDE shall comply with the 


State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 


01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 


Agreement. 


 


13. Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 


understanding of MCEC and MDE. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding the 


subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the time of 


execution. 


 


14. Political Contributions. MDE shall not use any funds to make contributions: 


i. to any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; 


ii. to any political party, organization, or action committee; or 


iii. in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 


 


 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOA as of the date set forth 


above. 


 
 
 


WITNESS: MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER: 


By:  


By: 


  


Name: M a r y  S i r o i s   Name: I. Katherine Magruder 


 
Title:  Executive Director 


 
Date: S e p t e m b e r  1 2 ,  2 0 2 3   
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WITNESS: MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE 


ENVIRONMENT: 


 By:   By:   


Name: S c o t t  G o l d m a n   Name: Serena McIlwain  


 
Title: Secretary  


 
Date: 9 / 1 4 / 2 0 2 3   
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STATE OF MARYLAND  


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 


BETWEEN  


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER 


AND  


COALITION FOR COMMUNITY SOLAR ACCESS 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of the 31st day of 


August, 2023, (the “Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER, a body politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland 


(“MCEC”) and COALITION FOR COMMUNITY SOLAR ACCESS 


(“CCSA”) , (“Partner Name”), referred to herein collectively as the "Parties" or “Coalition 


Partners”, and each as "MCEC", “Agency”, "Partner" or a "Party." This agreement is entered 


into by the Parties specifically in relation to the Proposal for the Federal Environmental 


Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar for All Discretionary Grant, being submitted by MCEC on 


behalf of the State of Maryland and Coalition Partners. 


The Parties mutually agree to the following: 


1. Specific Purpose:


a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of


Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant


competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to


the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and


disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment.


If awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-


income households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar


energy, but also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future


targeted investments in clean energy.


b. Relationship of the Parties.


i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of grant


funds, and upon award will serve as grant administrator providing


overall grant management, reporting and compliance to meet


defined deadlines.


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among


Coalition Partners, execute and manage
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contractual agreements between sub-recipients (vendors), private 


sector, and government partners. 


iii. Partner will participate and collaborate with Coalition Partners to 


assist MCEC in outreach for subscribers or interested parties to 


give access to MCEC to properties identified and selected for 


installation of residential rooftop solar or residential-serving 


community solar. 


iv. Partner will provide staff, as applicable and if funded by the 


Solar for All grant, to serve as local project manager for projects 


intended to be located on properties within the jurisdiction, 


funded through the Solar For All grant program and be 


responsible for all necessary reporting to MCEC. 


v. Partner may enter into an intergovernmental agreement with 


MCEC to access services and technical assistance from MCEC 


and grant sub-recipients as requested in relation to grant 


deliverables. 


vi. Partner, through MCEC, may enter into a site use and/or 


lease agreement with Coalition Partners for purposes of 


installing and operating solar infrastructure.  


vii. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 


a partnership, joint venture, Partner, or any other 


relationship other than that of grantor/grantee between 


the Parties or any beneficiaries of either Party. 


c. Prohibited Uses. Partner shall not use any of the grant funds to carry 


on propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; to 


influence the outcome of any specific public election; to carry on, 


directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award grants to 


individuals for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 


 
d. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule. 


i. Partner agrees that the grant funds will be expended to 


support the purposes of the EPA Solar For All grant. 


Grant Purposes Funding awards and terms for distribution of 


funds will be determined pending notice of the grant award. 


ii. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for 


providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated 


project budget.  


iii. Partner shall provide MCEC with immediate written notification 


(i) of any inability to expend the grant funds for the grant 
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purposes; and (ii) prior to any expenditure of grant funds 


deviating from the grant purposes. Any expenditures deviating 


from the grant purposes shall require prior written approval by 


MCEC. 


2. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 


and Compliance Officer, and Partner designates Charlie Coggeshall to serve as Project 


Administrators for this Agreement.  Contact between MCEC and Partner regarding matters 


relative to this Agreement may be coordinated through the Project Administrators. The 


Project Administrator may be changed with written notice to the other Party.  


3. Non-Assignment. MCEC and Partner may not, during the term of this 


Agreement or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part 


of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


4. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC 


and the Partner mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 


which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


5. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 


regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 


agrees to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related 


U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 


6. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Partner may not include MCEC in any 


publications, press releases. or other public communications to factually describe its support 


of the Project without prior written consent of MCEC. The Parties agree that MCEC will be 


recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all publications or 


public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates 


otherwise. 


7. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and Partner shall maintain records of 


receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and shall provide such records to 


MCEC who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the 


records of Partner insofar as they relate to activities supported by the grant funds or carried 


out pursuant to this Agreement. MCEC and Partner shall retain all records relating to the 


subject of this Agreement for 3 years after the termination of this Agreement. 


8. Withholding and Repayment. MCEC reserves the right to discontinue, modify, 


or withhold any payments or to require a total or partial refund of any grant funds if, in 


MCEC sole discretion, such action is necessary: 
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i. Partner has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms 


and conditions of this Agreement; 


ii. Failed to comply with the requirements of any law or regulation 


applicable to this grant; 


iii. By action or omission, Partner or any of its representatives have 


committed fraud with respect to the grant purposes; 


iv. Any report or communication to MCEC is found to be inaccurate 


or misleading in any material respect; 


v. Partner covenants that it will make its best efforts in good faith 


continuously, diligently and effectively to perform the work and projects 


described in this Agreement within and throughout the term of this 


Agreement. It is the intention of the parties and the expectation and 


policy of MCEC that all the grant funds will be expended for the work 


and projects described in this Agreement. 


 
10.  Termination. MCEC may terminate this Agreement at any time if Partner fails 


to adhere to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and does not cure such failure within a 


period of ten (10) days after receipt of written notice. Any Grant Funds unexpended as of the 


date of termination shall be returned to MCEC. 


 
11.  Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and Partner shall comply with 


the State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 


01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 


Agreement. 


 
12.  Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 


understanding of MCEC and Partner. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding 


the subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the 


time of execution. 


 
13.    Political Contributions. Partner shall not use any funds to make contributions: 


i. to any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; 


ii. to any political party, organization, or action committee; or 


iii. in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 


 


 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOA as of the date set forth 


above. 
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WITNESS: MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER: 


By:   By:   


Name:   Name: I. Katherine Magruder 


 
Title:  Executive Director 


 
Date:   


 


 


 


WITNESS: COALITION FOR COMMUNITY 


SOLAR ACCESS 


: 


 By: /s/ McKenzie Bolduc  By: /s/ Charlie Coggeshall  


Name: McKenzie Bolduc  Name: Charlie Coggeshall  


 
Title: Mid-Atlantic Regional Director  


 
Date: 8/31/2023  


 


Mary Sirois


September 4, 2023
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STATE OF MARYLAND  


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  


BETWEEN  


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER  


AND  


GROUNDSWELL, INC. 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of the 31st day of August, 


2023 (the “Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER, 


a body politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland (“MCEC”) and 


GROUNDSWELL, INC., (“Groundswell”), referred to herein collectively as the "Parties" or 


“Coalition Partners”, and each as "MCEC", “Agency”, "Partner" or a "Party." This agreement is 


entered into by the Parties specifically in relation to the Proposal for the Federal Environmental 


Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar for All Discretionary Grant, being submitted by MCEC on 


behalf of the State of Maryland and Coalition Partners. 


 


The Parties mutually agree to the following: 


 


1. Specific Purpose: 
 


a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of 


Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant 


competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to 


the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and 


disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment. 


If awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-


income households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar 


energy, but also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future 


targeted investments in clean energy.  


b. Relationship of the Parties. 


i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of grant 


funds, and upon award will serve as grant administrator providing 


overall grant management, reporting and compliance to meet 


defined deadlines. 


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among 


Coalition Partners, execute and manage
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contractual agreements between sub-recipients (vendors), private 


sector, and government partners. 


iii. Partner will participate and collaborate with Coalition Partners to 


assist MCEC in outreach for subscribers or interested parties to 


give access to MCEC to properties identified and selected for 


installation of residential rooftop solar or residential-serving 


community solar. 


iv. Partner will provide staff, as applicable and if funded by the 


Solar for All grant, to serve as local project manager for projects 


intended to be located on properties within the jurisdiction, 


funded through the Solar for All grant program and be 


responsible for all necessary reporting to MCEC. 


v. Partner may enter into an intergovernmental agreement with 


MCEC to access services and technical assistance from MCEC 


and grant sub-recipients as requested in relation to grant 


deliverables. 


vi. Partner, through MCEC, may enter into a site use and/or 


lease agreement with Coalition Partners for purposes of 


installing and operating solar infrastructure.  


vii. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 


a partnership, joint venture, Partner, or any other 


relationship other than that of grantor/grantee between 


the Parties or any beneficiaries of either Party. 


c. Prohibited Uses. Partner shall not use any of the grant funds to carry 


on propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; to 


influence the outcome of any specific public election; to carry on, 


directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award grants to 


individuals for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 


 
d. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule. 


i. Partner agrees that the grant funds will be expended to 


support the purposes of the EPA Solar For All grant. 


Grant Purposes Funding awards and terms for distribution of 


funds will be determined pending notice of the grant award. 


ii. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for 


providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated 


project budget.  


iii. Partner shall provide MCEC with immediate written notification 


(i) of any inability to expend the grant funds for the grant 
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purposes; and (ii) prior to any expenditure of grant funds 


deviating from the grant purposes. Any expenditures deviating 


from the grant purposes shall require prior written approval by 


MCEC. 


2. Term of Agreement. Performance under this agreement commences upon 


Board of Estimates Approval and continues until the Parties have completed the work and 


projects described in this Agreement, but in any case, no later than term of the EPA Solar 


For All grant.  


3. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 


and Compliance Officer, and Partner designates Kristal Virgil, Vice President of Finance, IT, 


and Development, serve as Project Administrators for this Agreement. Contact between 


MCEC and Partner regarding matters relative to this Agreement may be coordinated through 


the Project Administrators. The Project Administrator may be changed with written notice to 


the other Party.  


4. Non-Assignment. MCEC and Partner may not, during the term of this 


Agreement or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part 


of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


5. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC 


and the Partner mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 


which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


6. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 


regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 


agrees to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related 


U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 


7. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Partner may not include MCEC in any 


publications, press releases. or other public communications to factually describe its support 


of the Project without prior written consent of MCEC. The Parties agree that MCEC will be 


recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all publications or 


public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates 


otherwise. 


8. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and Partner shall maintain records of 


receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and shall provide such records to 


MCEC who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the 


records of Partner insofar as they relate to activities supported by the grant funds or carried 


out pursuant to this Agreement. MCEC and Partner shall retain all records relating to the 
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subject of this Agreement for 3 years after the termination of this Agreement. 


9. Withholding and Repayment. MCEC reserves the right to discontinue, modify, 


or withhold any payments or to require a total or partial refund of any grant funds if, in 


MCEC sole discretion, such action is necessary: 


i. Partner has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms 


and conditions of this Agreement; 


ii. Failed to comply with the requirements of any law or regulation 


applicable to this grant; 


iii. By action or omission, Partner or any of its representatives have 


committed fraud with respect to the grant purposes; 


iv. Any report or communication to MCEC is found to be inaccurate 


or misleading in any material respect; 


v. Partner covenants that it will make its best efforts in good faith 


continuously, diligently and effectively to perform the work and projects 


described in this Agreement within and throughout the term of this 


Agreement. It is the intention of the parties and the expectation and 


policy of MCEC that all the grant funds will be expended for the work 


and projects described in this Agreement. 


 
10.  Termination. MCEC may terminate this Agreement at any time if Partner fails 


to adhere to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and does not cure such failure within a 


period of ten (10) days after receipt of written notice. Any Grant Funds unexpended as of the 


date of termination shall be returned to MCEC. 


 
11.  Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and Partner shall comply with 


the State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 


01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 


Agreement. 


 
12.  Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 


understanding of MCEC and Partner. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding 


the subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the 


time of execution. 


 
13.    Political Contributions. Partner shall not use any funds to make contributions: 


i. to any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; 


ii. to any political party, organization, or action committee; or 


iii. in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 


 







Mary Sirois 


August 31, 2023 
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STATE OF MARYLAND  
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  


BETWEEN  
MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER 


AND  
HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of the 23rd day of August, 
2023, (the “Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER, 
a body politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland (“MCEC”) 
and HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND (“Partner”), referred to herein collectively as the 
"Parties" or “Coalition Partners”, and each as "MCEC", "Partner" or a 
"Party." This agreement is entered into by the Parties specifically in relation to the Proposal for 
the Federal Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar for All Discretionary Grant, 
being submitted by MCEC on behalf of the State of Maryland and Coalition Partners. 


The Parties mutually agree to the following: 


1. Specific Purpose:


a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of
Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant
competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to
the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and
disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment.
If awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-
income households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar
energy, but also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future
targeted investments in clean energy.


b. Relationship of the Parties.
i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of grant


funds, and upon award will serve as grant administrator providing
overall grant management, reporting and compliance to meet
defined deadlines.


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among
Coalition Partners, execute and manage
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contractual agreements between sub-recipients (vendors), private 
sector, and government partners. 


iii. Partner will participate and collaborate with Coalition Partners to 
assist MCEC in outreach for subscribers or interested parties to 
give access to MCEC to its properties as identified and selected 
for installation of residential rooftop solar or residential-serving 
community solar. 


iv. Partner will provide staff, as applicable and if funded by the 
Solar for All grant, to serve as local project manager for projects 
intended to be located on properties within the jurisdiction, 
funded through the Solar For All grant program and be 
responsible for all necessary reporting to MCEC. 


v. Partner may enter into an intergovernmental agreement with 
MCEC to access services and technical assistance from MCEC 
and grant sub-recipients as requested in relation to grant 
deliverables. 


vi. Partner, through MCEC, may enter into a site use and/or 
lease agreement with Coalition Partners for purposes of 
installing and operating solar infrastructure.  


vii. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 
a partnership, joint venture, Partner, or any other 
relationship other than that of grantor/grantee between 
the Parties or any beneficiaries of either Party. 


c. Prohibited Uses. Partner shall not use any of the grant funds to carry 
on propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; to 
influence the outcome of any specific public election; to carry on, 
directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award grants to 
individuals for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 


 
d. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule. 


i. Partner agrees that the grant funds will be expended to 
support the purposes of the EPA Solar For All grant 
(“Grant Purposes”). Funding awards and terms for distribution of 
funds will be determined pending notice of the grant award. 


ii. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for 
providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated 
project budget.  


iii. Partner shall provide MCEC with immediate written notification 
(i) of any inability to expend the grant funds for the grant 
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purposes; and (ii) prior to any expenditure of grant funds 
deviating from the grant purposes. Any expenditures deviating 
from the grant purposes shall require prior written approval by 
MCEC. 


2. Term of Agreement. Performance under this agreement commences upon 
execution of this Agreement and continues until the Parties have completed the work and 
projects described in this Agreement, but in any case, no later than term of the EPA Solar 
For All Grant Agreement between MCEC and EPA.  


3. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 
and Compliance Officer, and Partner designates Leah Miller, Energy Manager, Office of 
Community Sustainability to serve as Project Administrators for this Agreement.  Contact 
between MCEC and Partner regarding matters relative to this Agreement may be coordinated 
through the Project Administrators. The Project Administrator may be changed with written 
notice to the other Party.  


4. Non-Assignment. MCEC and Partner may not, during the term of this 
Agreement or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part 
of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


5. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC 
and the Partner mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 
which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


6. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 
regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 
agrees to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related 
U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 


7. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Partner may not include MCEC in any 
publications, press releases. or other public communications to factually describe its support 
of the Project without prior written consent of MCEC. The Parties agree that MCEC will be 
recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all publications or 
public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates 
otherwise. 


8. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and Partner shall maintain records of 
receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and, pursuant to all applicable 
requirements of the Maryland Public Information Act, shall provide such records to MCEC 
who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the records of 
Partner insofar as they relate to activities supported by the grant funds or carried out pursuant 
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to this Agreement. MCEC and Partner shall retain all records relating to the subject of this 
Agreement for three (3) years after the termination of this Agreement. 


9. Withholding and Repayment. MCEC reserves the right to discontinue, modify, 
or withhold any payments or to require a total or partial refund of any grant funds if, in 
MCEC sole discretion, such action is necessary due to any of the following: 


i. Partner has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms 
and conditions of this Agreement; 


ii. Partner has failed to comply with the requirements of any law or 
regulation applicable to this grant; 


iii. By action or omission, Partner or any of its representatives have 
committed fraud with respect to the grant purposes, or; 


iv. Any report or communication to MCEC is found to be inaccurate 
or misleading in any material respect. 


 
10.  Partner Covenants. Partner covenants that it will make its best efforts in good 


faith continuously, diligently and effectively to perform the work and projects described in this 
Agreement within and throughout the term of this Agreement. It is the intention of the parties 
and the expectation and policy of MCEC that all the grant funds will be expended for the work 
and projects described in this Agreement. 


11.  Termination. MCEC may terminate this Agreement at any time if Partner fails 
to adhere to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and does not cure such failure within a 
period of thirty (30) days after receipt of written notice. Any Grant Funds unexpended as of 
the date of termination shall be returned to MCEC. 


12.  Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and Partner shall comply with 
the State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 
01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 
Agreement. 
 


13.  Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 
understanding of MCEC and Partner. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding 
the subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the 
time of execution. 
 


14.    Political Contributions. Partner shall not use any funds to make contributions: 
i. to any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; 


ii. to any political party, organization, or action committee; or 
iii. in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOA as of the date set forth 
above. 


 
 
 


WITNESS: MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 
CENTER: 


By:   By:   


Name:   Name: I. Katherine Magruder 
 Title:  Executive Director 
 Date:   


 


 


 
WITNESS: HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND 


 By:   By:   


Name:   Name: Calvin Ball                              
 Title: County Executive 
 Date:   


 
  


August 23, 2023


Mary Sirois 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this MOU on the day and year first above 
written. 
 
 
HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND 
        
ATTEST:   
 


_________________________   _______________________                                                                                                                                                                                             
Brandee Ganz      Calvin Ball 
Chief Administrative Officer   County Executive     


       Date:______________ 
 
APPROVED: 
 
_________________________                                                        
Timothy Lattimer, Administrator 
Office of Community Sustainability 


  
 


  
APPROVED FOR SUFFICIENCY OF FUNDS: 


  
_________________________  
Rafiu Ighile, Director 
Department of Finance 


      
 
APPROVED FOR FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 


this _____ day of _______________, 2023 
 


_________________________     
Gary W. Kuc   
County Solicitor  
 
 
Reviewing Attorneys: 


 
__________________________          
Kristen Haskins      
Senior Assistant County Solicitor    
 
__________________________________ 
Norman E. Parker, Jr. 
Assistant Deputy County Solicitor 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 


INTER-AGENCY AGREEMENT 


BETWEEN 


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER 


AND 


PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, 


MARYLAND 


Please indicate: 


X Coalition Partner/Non-subrecipient 


Coalition Partner/Subrecipient/Subawardee 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement”), is made as of the 29th day of September, 2023 


(the “Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER, a body 


politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland (“MCEC”) and Prince 


George’s County, Maryland (the “County”) on behalf of its Department of the Environment 


(“Agency”), referred to herein collectively as the "Parties" and each as "MCEC" "Agency" or a 


"Party." This agreement is entered into by the parties specifically in relation to the Proposal for 


the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, Solar for All 


grant, being submitted by MCEC on behalf of a collaborative group of interested parties, entitled 


the “Solar for All Maryland”. 


The Parties mutually agree to the following: 


1. Specific Purpose:


a. Background. The Solar for All Maryland initiative aligns with the U.S. EPA


Solar For All grant competition requirements by expanding the number of


low-income and disadvantaged communities primed for distributed solar


investment, thereby enabling millions of low-income households to access


affordable, resilient, and clean solar energy


b. Relationship of the Parties.


i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of grant funds,


and upon award will serve as grant administrator providing overall


grant management, reporting and compliance to meet defined


deadlines.


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among Solar for


All Maryland entities, execute and manage contractual agreements


between sub-recipients (vendors), private sector, and government partners.


iii. Agency may participate and collaborate with Solar for All Maryland
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partners to provide access to properties identified and selected for 


installation of residential rooftop solar or residential-serving 


community solar. 


iv. Agency will  support MCEC by performing tasks such as participating


in coordination and program management meetings, communications,


outreach and education, resident referrals, and program planning


within the jurisdiction, funded through the Solar for All Maryland


program and assist MCEC with applicable reporting.


v. Agency may enter into an intergovernmental agreement with MCEC


to access services and technical assistance from MCEC and grant sub-


recipients as requested in relation to grant deliverables.


vi. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating a


partnership, joint venture, agency, or any other relationship


other than the grantor/grantee between the Parties or any


beneficiaries of either Party.


c. Prohibited Uses. Agency shall not use any of the grant funds to carry on 
propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; to influence the outcome of any 


specific public election; to carry on, directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award 


grants to individuals for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 


2. Term of Agreement. Performance under this Agreement commences on 
September 29, 2023 and shall continue until the Parties have completed the work and 


projects described in this Agreement, but in any case, no later than September 29, 2028.  The 


term of this Agreement may be extended by mutual agreement of the parties. 


3. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management and 
Compliance Officer, and Agency designates the Director of the Prince George's


County Department of the Environment or their designee to serve as Project Administrators for 


this Agreement. All contact between MCEC and Agency regarding all matters relative to this 


Agreement shall be coordinated through the Project Administrators. 


4. Non-Assignment. MCEC and Agency may not, during the term of this Agreement 
or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part of its rights or 


obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


5. Amendment of Agreement. This Agreement may be amended only as MCEC and 
the Agency mutually agree in writing. 


6. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations 


in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC agrees 
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to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related U.S. and 


State of Maryland laws. 


7. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Agency may not include MCEC in any


publications, press releases or other public communications to factually describe its support of 


the project contemplated herein without prior written consent of MCEC. The Parties agree that 


MCEC will be recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all MCEC 


approved publications or public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, 


unless MCEC indicates otherwise. 


8. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and Agency shall maintain records of


receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and shall provide such records to 


MCEC who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the records 


of Agency insofar as they relate to activities supported by the grant funds or carried out pursuant to this 


Agreement. MCEC and Agency shall retain all records relating to the subject of this Agreement for 3 


years after the termination of this Agreement. 


9. Withholding and Repayment. MCEC reserves the right to discontinue, modify, or


withhold any payments or to require a total or partial refund of any grant funds if, in MCEC’s sole 


discretion, such action is necessary because: 


i. Agency has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms and


conditions of this Agreement;


ii. Agency failed to comply with the requirements of any law or regulation


applicable to this grant;


iii. By action or omission, Agency or any of its representatives have committed


fraud with respect to the grant purposes;


iv. Any report or communication to MCEC is found to be inaccurate or


misleading in any material respect.


10. Covenant.  Agency covenants that it will make good faith efforts continuously,


diligently and effectively to perform the work and projects described in this Agreement within 


and throughout the term of this Agreement. It is the intention of the Parties and the expectation 


and policy of MCEC that all the grant funds will be expended for the work and projects 


described in this Agreement. 


11. Termination. The performance of work under this Agreement, in whole or in part,


may be terminated by the County upon thirty (30) days prior written notice, or such time as 


mutually agreeable to the parties, in accordance with this clause whenever the County shall 


determine that such termination is in the best interest of the County. If MCEC fails to fulfill its 
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obligations under this Agreement properly and on time or otherwise violates any provision of this 


Agreement, the County may terminate this Agreement by providing written notice to the MCEC. 


The written notice shall specify the acts or omissions relied on as cause for termination.  


12. Indemnification. MCEC shall defend, indemnify, save and keep harmless the


County against any and all liability claims, and the cost of whatsoever kind and nature arising or 


alleged to have arisen for injury, including personal injury to or death of person or persons, and 


for loss or damage occurring in connection with this Agreement and or any acts in connection 


with activities to be performed under this Agreement resulting in whole or in part from the acts, 


errors or omissions of the MCEC, or any employee, agent or representative of the MCEC to the 


extent allowable under the Local Government Torts Claims Act provided that the MCEC’s duty 


to indemnify under this section shall be contingent upon an appropriation by the Maryland 


General Assembly to the County specifically for the purposes contemplated in this paragraph at 


the time an event which may give rise to MCEC’s obligation to indemnify or save harmless 


occurs, and to the extent that a tortious claim is involved. The County does not waive any right 


or defense, or forebear any action, in connection herewith.  The indemnification provisions set 


forth in this Section shall survive termination or expiration of this Agreement. 


13. Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and Agency shall comply with the


State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 


01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 


Agreement. 


14. Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final


understanding of MCEC and Agency. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding the 


subject matter of this Agreement may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the time of 


execution. 


15. Political Contributions. Agency shall not use any funds to make contributions to


any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; to any political party, organization, or 


action committee; or in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 


16. Force Majeure. No party shall be liable or responsible to the other party, nor be


deemed to have defaulted under or breached this Agreement, for any failure or delay in fulfilling 


or performing any term of this Agreement when and to the extent such party's (the "Impacted 


Party") failure or delay is caused by or results from the following force majeure events ("Force 


Majeure Event(s)"): (a) acts of God; (b) flood, fire, earthquake, epidemic, pandemic, or explosion; 


(c) war, invasion, hostilities (whether war is declared or not), terrorist threats or acts, riot or other


civil unrest; (d) government order, law, or action; (e) embargoes or blockades in effect on or after


the date of this Agreement; (f) national or regional emergency; (g) strikes, labor stoppages, or
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slowdowns or other industrial disturbances; and (h) other similar events beyond the control of the 


Impacted Party. The Impacted Party shall give notice within five (5) calendar days of the Force 


Majeure Event to the other party, stating the period of time the occurrence is expected to continue. 


The Impacted Party shall use diligent efforts to end the failure or delay and ensure the effects of 


such Force Majeure Event are minimized. The Impacted Party shall resume the performance of 


its obligations as soon as reasonably practicable after the removal of the cause. In the event that 


the Impacted Party's failure or delay remains uncured for a period of thirty (30) consecutive 


calendar days following written notice given by it under this Section, the other Party may, 


thereafter, terminate this Agreement upon five (5) calendar days' written notice. 


17. Findings Confidential. Unless otherwise required by law, all of the reports,


documents, information, data, materials, etc., provided to or received by MCEC under this 


Agreement are owned by the County, confidential, and the same shall not be made available to 


any individual or organization without the prior written approval of the County. 


[Signature Page Follows] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this MOU as of the date of  the last 


signature below. 


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY 


CENTER: 


By:  


Name: I. Katherine Magruder 


Title:  Executive Director 


Date:  


PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, 


MARYLAND  


By: 


Name: 


Title:  


Date:  


Floyd E. Holt


Deputy CAO


9/28/2023


October 4, 2023 
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STATE OF MARYLAND  


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  


BETWEEN  


MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER  
AND  


CENTER FOR CLIMATE STRATEGIES 
 
 
 


THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement” or “MOA”), is made as of the 22nd day of August, 


2023, (the “Effective Date”) by and between the MARYLAND CLEAN ENERGY CENTER, 


a body politic and corporate and public instrumentality of the State of Maryland (“MCEC”) and 


the Center for Climate Strategies, Inc., (CCS), referred to herein collectively as the "Parties" 


or “Coalition Partners”, and each as "MCEC", “Agency”, "Partner" or a "Party." This 


agreement is entered into by the Parties specifically in relation to the Proposal for the Federal 


Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) Solar for All Discretionary Grant, being 


submitted by MCEC on behalf of the State of Maryland and Coalition Partners. 


 


The Parties mutually agree to the following: 


 
1. Specific Purpose: 


 


a. Background. This initiative, undertaken collectively by a broad group of 


Coalition Partners in alignment with the U.S. EPA Solar For All grant 


competition requirements, strives to bring significant financial resources to 


the State of Maryland in order to expand the number of low-income and 


disadvantaged communities incentivized for distributed solar investment. 


If awarded, this Coalition will not only ensure that thousands of low-


income households obtain access to affordable, resilient, and clean solar 


energy, but also will establish replicable processes to facilitate future 


targeted investments in clean energy.  


b. Relationship of the Parties. 


i. MCEC will be the primary applicant for and recipient of grant 


funds, and upon award will serve as grant administrator providing 


overall grant management, reporting and compliance to meet 


defined deadlines. 


ii. MCEC will facilitate cooperation and coordination among 


Coalition Partners, execute and manage
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contractual agreements between sub-recipients (vendors), private 


sector, and government partners. 


iii. Partner will participate and collaborate with Coalition Partners to 


assist MCEC in outreach for subscribers or interested parties to 


give access to MCEC to properties identified and selected for 


installation of residential rooftop solar or residential-serving 


community solar. 


iv. Partner will provide staff, as applicable and if funded by the 


Solar for All grant, to serve as local project manager for projects 


intended to be located on properties within the jurisdiction, 


funded through the Solar For All grant program and be 


responsible for all necessary reporting to MCEC. 


v. Partner may enter into an intergovernmental agreement with 


MCEC to access services and technical assistance from MCEC 


and grant sub-recipients as requested in relation to grant 


deliverables. 


vi. Partner, through MCEC, may enter into a site use and/or 


lease agreement with Coalition Partners for purposes of 


installing and operating solar infrastructure.  


vii. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating 


a partnership, joint venture, Partner, or any other 


relationship other than that of grantor/grantee between 


the Parties or any beneficiaries of either Party. 


c. Prohibited Uses. Partner shall not use any of the grant funds to carry 


on propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; to 


influence the outcome of any specific public election; to carry on, 


directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive; to award grants to 


individuals for travel, study, or other similar purposes. 


 
d. Grant Amount and Payment Schedule. 


i. Partner agrees that the grant funds will be expended to 


support the purposes of the EPA Solar For All grant. 


Grant Purposes Funding awards and terms for distribution of 


funds will be determined pending notice of the grant award. 


ii. The Parties understand that all parties shall be responsible for 


providing their share of the costs as committed in any associated 


project budget.  
iii. Partner shall provide MCEC with immediate written notification 


(i) of any inability to expend the grant funds for the grant 
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purposes; and (ii) prior to any expenditure of grant funds 


deviating from the grant purposes. Any expenditures deviating 


from the grant purposes shall require prior written approval by 


MCEC. 


2. Term of Agreement. Performance under this agreement commences upon 


Board of Estimates Approval and continues until the Parties have completed the work and 


projects described in this Agreement, but in any case, no later than term of the EPA Solar 


For All grant.  


3. Project Administrators. MCEC designates Amy Gillespie, Grant Management 


and Compliance Officer, and Partner designates Tom Peterson to serve as Project 


Administrators for this Agreement.  Contact between MCEC and Partner regarding matters 


relative to this Agreement may be coordinated through the Project Administrators. The 


Project Administrator may be changed with written notice to the other Party.  


4. Non-Assignment. MCEC and Partner may not, during the term of this 


Agreement or any renewal or extension of this agreement, assign or subcontract all or any part 


of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the mutual consent of both parties. 


5. Amendment of Agreement. This agreement may be amended only as MCEC 


and the Partner mutually agree in writing. Except for the specific provision of this Agreement 


which is amended, the Agreement will remain in full force and effect after such amendment. 


6. Compliance with Law. Both Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and 


regulations in the course of performing its obligations set forth in this Agreement. MCEC 


agrees to administer and disburse the grant funds in compliance with all applicable related 


U.S. and State of Maryland laws. 


7. Publicity and Acknowledgment. Partner may not include MCEC in any 


publications, press releases. or other public communications to factually describe its support 


of the Project without prior written consent of MCEC. The Parties agree that MCEC will be 


recognized as a sponsor of the activities funded by the grant funds in all publications or 


public communications made in connection with the grant purposes, unless MCEC indicates 


otherwise. 


8. Recordkeeping and Reporting. MCEC and Partner shall maintain records of 


receipts and expenditures related to use of the grant funds and shall provide such records to 


MCEC who may, at any time and at its own expense, examine, audit, or have audited the 


records of Partner insofar as they relate to activities supported by the grant funds or carried 


out pursuant to this Agreement. MCEC and Partner shall retain all records relating to the 


subject of this Agreement for 3 years after the termination of this Agreement. 
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9. Withholding and Repayment. MCEC reserves the right to discontinue, modify, 


or withhold any payments or to require a total or partial refund of any grant funds if, in 


MCEC sole discretion, such action is necessary: 
i. Partner has not fully complied with the grant purposes or with terms 


and conditions of this Agreement; 


ii. Failed to comply with the requirements of any law or regulation 


applicable to this grant; 


iii. By action or omission, Partner or any of its representatives have 


committed fraud with respect to the grant purposes; 


iv. Any report or communication to MCEC is found to be inaccurate 


or misleading in any material respect; 


v. Partner covenants that it will make its best efforts in good faith 


continuously, diligently and effectively to perform the work and projects 


described in this Agreement within and throughout the term of this 


Agreement. It is the intention of the parties and the expectation and 


policy of MCEC that all the grant funds will be expended for the work 


and projects described in this Agreement. 


 
10.  Termination. MCEC may terminate this Agreement at any time if Partner fails 


to adhere to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and does not cure such failure within a 


period of ten (10) days after receipt of written notice. Any Grant Funds unexpended as of the 


date of termination shall be returned to MCEC. 


 
11.  Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace. MCEC and Partner shall comply with 


the State's policy concerning drug and alcohol-free workplaces, as set forth in COMAR 


01.01.1989.18 and 21.11.08, and shall remain in compliance throughout the term of this 


Agreement. 


 
12.  Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the complete and final 


understanding of MCEC and Partner. No other understanding, oral or written, regarding 


the subject matter of this Agreement, may be deemed to exist or to bind the parties at the 


time of execution. 


 
13.    Political Contributions. Partner shall not use any funds to make contributions: 


i. to any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office; 


ii. to any political party, organization, or action committee; or 


iii. in connection with any political campaign or referendum. 


 


 







September 8, 2023 


Mary Sirois 





