
“PROTECT THE HEALTH AND PROMOTE THE 

WELL-BEING OF ALL VIRGINIANS.”

Regional Opioid and Substance Abuse Summit

“Workforce Development- Changing the Addiction 

Meme”

S. Hughes Melton, MD, MBA

Chief Deputy Commissioner

Virginia Department of Health



Stig-ma

1. a mark of disgrace associated 

with a particular circumstance, 

quality, or person: 

"the stigma of mental disorder"





Health Opportunity Index
A composite measure of 13 indices that reflect a broad array of factors that health

Air Quality ● Population Density ● Population Churning ● Walkability ● Affordability ● Education ● Food 
Access ● Material Deprivation ● Employment ● Income Inequality ● Job Participation ● Segregation ●

Access to Health Care

Disparity in Health Status



“…The sense of stigma is most likely 

to diminish as a result of public 

education and broader acceptance of 

addiction as a treatable disease.”

—Institute of Medicine



“The first responsibility of a leader 

is to define reality.”

-Max de Pree



Governor McAuliffe’s Task Force on 

Prescription Drug and Heroin Abuse
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:

VSP Region 3

Executive Leadership 
Co-Chairs: Secretary of Health &Human Resources  William A. Hazel, Jr., MD

Secretary of Public Safety & Homeland Security Brian J. Moran

State Support

Resources, consultation, programs, policy interventions

Local needs, implementation of prevention strategies, efforts, scoring

VSP Region 5

VSP Region 1

VSP Region 4

VSP Region 6
VSP Region 7

VSP Region 2

Local Support

Policy and Legislative Recommendations
Goal Setting









Before ARTS Medicaid Provider Network Adequacy

Opioid Treatment Program

Source: Department of Medical Assistance Services - Provider Network data (March 20, 2017).
Circles # of Medicaid providers included in network adequacy access calculation.
Accessible is considered to be at least two providers within 60 miles of driving distance. 
Driving distance is calculated by Google services based on the centroid of each zip code.
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After ARTS Medicaid Provider Network Adequacy

Opioid Treatment Program

Source: Department of Medical Assistance Services - Provider Network data (March 20, 2017).
Circles # of Medicaid providers included in network adequacy access calculation.
Accessible is considered to be at least two providers within 60 miles of driving distance. 
Driving distance is calculated by Google services based on the centroid of each zip code.



State Senate Districts



2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

All Opioids 515 538 530 498 601 572 683 775 811 1133 1157 988

All Drug Deaths 721 735 713 690 819 799 913 994 1028 1420 1451 1246
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Total Number of All Opioid Overdoses Versus All Drug Deaths by Year of Death, 2007-2016

ALL OPIOID DEATHS VS. ALL DRUG DEATHS

AN ENVISIONED FUTURE… 

1 ‘All Opioids’ include all versions of fentanyl, heroin, prescription opioids, and opioids unspecified
2 Illicit and pharmaceutically produced fatal fentanyl overdoses are represented in this analysis. This includes all different types of fentanyl analogs  (acetyl fentanyl, furanyl 

fentanyl, etc.)



“Compassion is a relationship between equals.”

-Brene Brown

Our Challenge


