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Main Product: TPB Weekly Report   
released on November 18, 2014 
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http://www.mwcog.org/transportation/weeklyreport/2014/11-18.asp 

"TPB Weekly 
Report" is an 
online publication 
designed to provide 
brief, timely 
summaries of 
recent TPB 
research, analysis, 
outreach, and 
planning in the 
metropolitan 
Washington region. 

First issue: Jan. 17, 
2012 – almost 3 
years so far 

http://www.mwcog.org/transportation/weeklyreport/2014/11-18.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/transportation/weeklyreport/2014/11-18.asp


Resource Page (part 1): 
Line Charts – Regional Average Speed 
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http://www.mwcog.org/transportation/weeklyreport/2014/files/11-
18/Thanksgiving-Traffic_Compiled.pdf  

http://www.mwcog.org/transportation/weeklyreport/2014/files/11-18/Thanksgiving-Traffic_Compiled.pdf
http://www.mwcog.org/transportation/weeklyreport/2014/files/11-18/Thanksgiving-Traffic_Compiled.pdf
http://www.mwcog.org/transportation/weeklyreport/2014/files/11-18/Thanksgiving-Traffic_Compiled.pdf


Resource Page (part 2): Animated Trend Maps – 
15-minute speeds by TMC segments 
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Full Screen Animated Maps for Each Day 

5 



Process 

November 18 TPB Weekly Report, Press Release, 
Tweets, COG Webpages 

Work with Office of Public Affairs 

Internal reviews 

Writing the “Story” and compiling the “Resource Page”  

VPP Suite utilization  
(Performance Charts; Trend Maps) 

TPB Weekly Report initiated the idea 
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Tw
o W

eeks 

The w
hole process took about 4 w

eeks 



Working with Office of Public Affairs 
(OPA) 

 Press release 

 Tweets 

 COG webpages 
 Main page (www.mwcog.org) 

 Transportation page (www.mwcog.org/transportation) 
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Tweets 
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TPB Nov. 18 TPB Nov. 18 

MWCOG Nov. 18 TPB Nov. 24 



COG Main Page 
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COG – Transportation Page 
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November 18, 2014 
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WUSA-9, Nov. 18 Washington City Paper, Nov. 18 Washington Post, Nov. 19 

Washington Post, Nov. 20 EXPRESS, Nov. 21 
TV Interview by CBS Baltimore, 
Nov. 24 
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Washington Post 
Dec. 1 



Results and Outlook 

 The most frequently picked up COG/TPB news by the 
media in recent days 

 The animated maps proved to be particularly popular 

 We should do more of this kind work in the future, or 
make this a annual product before Thanksgiving 

 Local jurisdictions to do similar things in their public 
hearing meetings 
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Challenge 

 To find the most effective way to disseminate so much 
information without overwhelming the audiences? 
 It took us many iterations to compile the “Resource Page” 
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Frequently Asked Questions by Peers 

 Why was only a subset of highways selected? 
 The VPP Suite imposes a threshold on the number of road 

segments that can be analyzed in one query. 

 Why were 2013 data not used? (the analysis used 2012 
data) 
 The source data has anomalies on several days during the 

analysis period: speed close to zero on the MD portion of 
the Capital Beltway for a number of consecutive hours. 
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Wish List for the Trend Map 

 More TMCs allowed (we understand that computational 
power may be a constraint) 

 Anomalies removed or corrected 

 Users can choose a subset of the 24-hour period to 
display the animated maps 

 Users can edit the caption of the maps 

 More flexibility in the embedding screen size choices 
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