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Over the Past Decade, There are Now Lower 
Nutrient Loads During Higher River Flows



Source: Testa, 2017 unpublished

The Chesapeake Bay’s Summertime 
Dead Zone is Decreasing in Size!



Almost 
100,000 
acres in 

2016!

Chesapeake Bay Underwater Grasses are
More than Halfway to their Restoration Goal



Phase III WIP Expectations – Top 4
• Programmatic and numeric implementation 

commitments for 2018-2025

• Strategies for engagement of local, regional 
and federal partners in implementation

• Account for changed conditions: climate 
change, Conowingo Dam infill, growth

• Develop, implement local planning goals 
below the state-major basin scales



Reach Agreement on Phase III WIPs Planning 
Targets by Jurisdiction and Major River Basin



Rainfall projections using the
trends in 88-years of annual

PRISM[1] data

Change in Rainfall Volume 
2021-2030 vs. 1991-2000

Major Basins PRISM Trend

Youghiogheny River 2.1%
Patuxent River Basin 3.3%

Western Shore 4.1%

Rappahannock River Basin 3.2%

York River Basin 2.6%

Eastern Shore 2.5%

James River Basin 2.2%

Potomac River Basin 2.8%

Susquehanna River Basin 3.7%

Chesapeake Bay Watershed 3.1%

How to Incorporate Climate Change 
Considerations into the Phase III WIPs



How to Account for and Offset Growth in 
Pollutant Loads in the Phase III WIPs 
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Who?

How?

When?

How to Offset the Additional Loads 
Due to Conowingo Dam Infill

By 2025 Beyond 2025 Post 2025

Allocation equity rules 
used in the Bay TMDL

Most cost effective 
practices and locations
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Current 
Estimated Load

Setting the Stage for the 
Jurisdictions’ Phase III WIPs
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Affect of Other Key Decisions
Setting the Stage for the 

Jurisdictions’ Phase III WIPs
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Setting the Stage for the 
Jurisdictions’ Phase III WIPs



Midpoint Assessment Schedule 

• September 25-26: Water Quality Goal 
Implementation Team meeting

• October 30-31: Principals’ Staff Committee meeting

• November: EPA releases final Phase III WIP 
expectations document 

• November 2017–February 2018: Review of draft 
Phase III Planning Targets

• March 2018: Decisions on final Phase III Planning 
Targets by the Principals’ Staff Committee



Phase III WIP Schedule 

• April-June 2018: Jurisdictions work with local 
partners to develop local planning goals 

• December 14, 2018: Draft Phase III WIPs 
posted on jurisdictions’ websites for partner and 
public stakeholder review

• February 15, 2018: Partners and public 
stakeholders’ feedback on draft Phase III WIPs 
due to jurisdictions

• April 15, 2018: Final Phase III WIPs posted on 
jurisdictions’ websites
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Nitrogen Load to be Reduced by 2025*

*Based on Jurisdictions’ Phase II WIPs and Phase 5.3.2 Watershed Model
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