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GCoM Guidance on 
Energy Access



By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and 
modern energy services 

By 2030, increase substantially the share of renewable energy in 
the global energy mix

By 2030, double the global rate of improvement in energy 
efficiency 

UN’s Sustainable Development Goals



To provide access to secure, sustainable and affordable 
energy for all. 

In the European context, this means taking action to alleviate 
energy poverty. 

GCoM Commitment 



Energy Poverty is

“a situation where a household or an individual 
is unable to afford basic energy services 
(heating, cooling, lighting, mobility and power) 
to guarantee a decent standard of living due 
to a combination of low income, high energy 
expenditure and low energy efficiency of their 
homes” – European Commission, Citizens’ Energy Forum 2016
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The Energy Poverty Challenge in Europe



How Can Signatories Tackle Energy Poverty?



Where to Start?



Energy Access Plan
Mandatory (future requirement):

• Report on energy access plans; detailed reporting framework is still being defined by GCoM.

Energy access refers to “access to secure, sustainable, and affordable energy.” An Energy Access 
Plan typically includes the following three components:

1. Access to secure energy: Reduce energy demand, diversify the energy mix with the largest 
possible share of renewable energy sources, and lower dependence on imported energy and 
diversify energy supply sources.

2. Access to sustainable energy: Provide access to grid-based and decentralized renewable 
energy. Ensure that, where there is currently no access to energy, renewable energy sources 
are considered first.

3. Access to affordable energy: Utilize policies, including subsidies or other incentive 
mechanisms, to promote access to renewable energy systems and energy efficiency and 
conservation.
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Example:

Los Angeles County      
Sustainability Plan



12

Los Angeles County recently 
approved a Countywide 
Sustainability Plan with a focus 
on equity. 

While it’s scope is broader than “energy access,” 

the Plan prioritized equity across all topic areas and 

made an effort to define and provide a framework 

for assessing equity throughout the Plan. 



low-income communities

communities of color

disadvantaged communities

vulnerable populations



Distributional Equity:
Sustainability programs and policies resulting 
in fair distribution of benefits and burdens 
across all segments of a community, 
prioritizing benefits to those communities 
with highest need.

Example: Departments will advance 
distributional equity by assessing the 

distribution of resources and opportunities, and 
prioritizing investments and services in 

communities where there is poor access to 
resources and opportunities.  







Metro Washington Examples



2020 Regional Climate and Energy Action Plan

Encourages local governments to implement actions such as: 

• Energy efficiency improvements for affordable housing. 
• Incentives for energy efficiency, renewable energy and energy storage systems.

Ensure opportunities are accessible by vulnerable populations. 
• Implement local government energy assurance planning initiatives. Direct 

assistance (technical and financial) and innovative solutions to vulnerable 
populations. 

• Integrate equity and health considerations and strategies into climate and energy 
policies, plans, and programs. 

• Identify impacts of policies and programs to underserved populations and 
communities and how to maximize positive impacts and minimize negative 
impacts.



What does “Energy 
Access” mean for the 
Metro Washington region?

What collaborative actions 
are needed to further  
improve “Energy Access?  
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Equity Emphasis Areas: 
Small geographic areas that 
have significant 
concentrations of low-income, 
minority populations, or both. 

Healthy Places Index: Small 
geographic areas that show 
conditions for good health. Darker 
colors depict less healthy 
neighborhoods.
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Thank you
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