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WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

January 16, 2007 

(10:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.)

COG Training Center, 1st Floor

Meeting Materials   (organized by agenda topic)
Note:  All items attached unless noted otherwise.  All documents, including those listed for background purposes, are available on the WRTC web site: http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/default.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=55
1.
WRTC Agenda

II. A.  COG Green Building Report
2. COG Board Resolution R55-06 (11/8/06)  [on Web site]
3. IGBG Green Building Report (Draft outline, 1/8/07)

III. A.  Ches. Bay 2010 Deadline & Beyond
4. Washington Post article (1/5/07)
5. Baltimore Sun article (12/24/06)
III. B.  VA-DEQ Trib. Strategy Implem. & Funding
6. J. Kennedy/VA-DEQ Presentation [Handout]

III. C.  Maryland House Bill 1141
7. Maryland HB 1141, Unofficial Copy http://www.mdp.state.md.us/pdf/hb1141e.pdf
IV.  Endocrine Disruptors Report to COG Board
8. COG Board Resolution R46-06 (10/11/06)  [on Web site]  

9. Endrocrine Disruptors Report (draft)  [Under separate cover]

V. A.  Federal Funding Process & Funding Priorities

10. Congressional Task Force letter to OMB [on Web site] (10/30/06)
11. Ches. Bay Foundation (CBF) state legislative agendas (MD/VA/PA)
12. CBF-MD planning proposal http://www.cbf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=state_sub_md_legislation_development 
13. CBF- VA WWTP upgrade proposal https://secure2.convio.net/cbf/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&page=SplashPage&id=373&JServSessionIdr012=qp8clqgqi1.app25a 
14. CBC letter to OMB requesting funding for Blue Plains WWTP (1/2/07)
V. B.  EPA Proposed Rule on NPDES Fee Incentive
15. EPA Proposed NPDES Incentive Rule http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2007/January/Day-04/w22549.htm 
16. ECOS letter to Ben Grumbles (12/19/06)
17. Clinton-Inhofe letter to Rob Portman, OMB (12/20/06)
VII.  Around the Room

18. A.  PWCSA newspaper article 11/29/06 re: project to decrease Chesapeake Bay’s nitrogen levels
19. B.  WSSC press release 12/27/06 re: Can the Grease ! 
20. B.  WSSC information packages [Handout]

21. C.  2007 Leadership in LID Recognition Program http://lowimpactdevelopment.org/recognition/
VIII.  CBPC Focus for 2007
22. CBPC 2007 Issues list (draft)

WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

January 16, 2007 

(10:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.)

COG Training Center, 1st Floor

AGENDA   
I. Call to Order & Introductions – Uwe Kirste, Chair
(10:00 – 10:05 a.m.)

II. Green Building Initiatives & Stormwater Links
(10:05-10:25 a.m.)

A.    COG Green Building Report – George Nichols, COG staff
On November 8, 2006, the COG Board adopted Resolution R55-06, which supports the development of regional Green Building policies and best practices guidelines, established an elected official ad hoc advisory committee, and incorporated an Intergovernmental Green Building Working Group (IGBG) as a COG technical committee.  The IGBG must prepare a report identifying options and recommendations to develop and adopt regional Green Building guidelines and implementation strategies by June 2007  [Ref. Board Resolution and draft report outline]
Mr. Nichols will briefly summarize the COG Board’s charge and review the current report outline – focusing in particular on the proposed stormwater components and input being sought from WRTC members.  This effort will include strengthening linkages with LID (Low Impact Development) and LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) efforts.
Feedback:   WRTC members will be asked to provide suggestions regarding the stormwater components of the report, and to identify specific members that would be willing to work with COG staff to share their expertise and help develop those elements.
B.    Anacostia Watershed Corporation Plans – Heidi Bonnaffon, COG staff
At the last IGBG meeting, a presentation was made by Mr. Brendan Shane of the Anacostia Watershed Corporation’s (AWC) plans.  The current plan incorporates numerous stormwater requirements proposed for the development in that area.  The group plans to issue a report in February that will describe these efforts.
Ms. Bonnaffon will provide a brief overview of the proposed stormwater elements.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked whether they wish COG staff to invite Mr. Shane to an upcoming WRTC meeting to discuss their report - specifically to discuss how they intend to address the stormwater components.
III.      Chesapeake Bay Restoration Efforts & State Implementation Plans
(10:25-11:15 a.m.)
A.     Chesapeake Bay 2010 Deadline & Beyond – Ted Graham and Steve Bieber, COG staff
Recent newspaper articles have noted new views regarding when the Bay might realistically be restored, and that growth issues need to be addressed.  [Ref. Washington Post and Baltimore Sun articles]
Mr. Graham will provide an overview of the latest information and discussions regarding the CBP’s 2010 deadline and recent acknowledgments that Bay restoration may actually be decades away.  He will also briefly describe the proposed focus of the March WRTC meeting to address these issues in greater detail; noting how various tools and efforts (e.g., funding initiatives, land trusts, CBP reorganization efforts, state and local planning efforts, etc.) will all need to be part of those discussions.  Mr. Bieber will provide highlights of the Chesapeake Bay Commission’s Jan. 4th meeting regarding this topic.
Feedback:   WRTC members will be asked to identify the key topics they wish to have addressed at the March meeting.
           B.
VA-DEQ Tributary Strategy Implementation & Funding - John Kennedy, VA-DEQ  
At the last WRTC meeting, Mr. Summers provided an overview of MDE’s program and planning assumptions.  [Handout - Mr. Kennedy’s presentation]
Mr. Kennedy will present a comprehensive overview of VA-DEQ’s ongoing efforts to fund and implement their tributary strategies.
Feedback:   WRTC members will be asked to identify any additional information needs or updates they would like regarding Virginia’s efforts.
C.      Maryland House Bill 1141 – Tomlyne Malcolm, COG staff
The Maryland Departments of Planning, the Environment and Natural Resources held a ‘staff workshop’ (Dec. 13th) on House Bill 1141 and 2 for both county and municipal governments - to focus on”… implementation of the new law and understanding local perspectives…”.  [Ref. Web link; copies of workshop material will also be made available]
Ms. Malcolm will provide a brief overview of the workshop, specifically the Water Resource Element that is now required in local Comprehensive Plans, and the proposed timeline for the preparing guidance on what that element should look like.

Feedback:   WRTC members will be asked to identify any additional information needs or updates they would like regarding Maryland’s efforts.
IV. Endocrine Disruptors Report to COG Board –  Tanya Spano and Heidi Bonnaffon
(11:15 – 11:45 a.m.)

On October 11, 2006 the Board adopted Resolution R46-06, which directed that the CBPC work with key stakeholders to assess public health and environmental concerns associated with endocrine disruptor compounds (EDCs) and other compounds of emerging concern (CECs) in the Potomac and to assess both water quality data and potential solutions.  Based on the initial feedback from the WRTC and CBPC, COG staff has prepared a draft report.  [Ref. Board resolution and draft report]
Ms. Spano will provide an overview of the objectives and focus of the report and summarize the stakeholder participation and input to-date (e.g., information from the November 16th EDC science forum that COG co-sponsored).  Ms. Bonnaffon will summarize the report’s key findings and note any additional information needs/data gaps.  Ms. Spano will then summarize the proposed next steps, including updates on the EDC information forum currently scheduled for March 13th, as well as other activities.
Feedback/Action:
WRTC members will be asked to:  a) identify any edits or additional information that should be incorporated into the report; and b) to identify any recommendations they wish to make to the CBPC at this time.
V. Water Quality Related Funding & Legislative/Policy Initiatives 
(11:45 a.m. -12:15 p.m.)

A. Federal Funding Process & Funding Priorities - Steve Bieber and Tanya Spano
As reported at the last WRTC meeting, efforts are already underway to define federal funding priorities for the Fiscal Year 2008 federal budget process.  In addition, several organizations have also identified their funding priorities and proposed legislation.  [Ref. Congressional Task Force letter to OMB; CBF state legislative agendas; links to CBF-MD planning proposal and CBF-VA wastewater bond funding proposal; and CBC’s letter supporting funding for Blue Plains WWTP]
Mr. Bieber will provide a brief overview and timeline of the process for submitting a request for the 2007 Federal Budget process and advice on how to successfully pursue getting a request through the appropriations process.  Ms. Spano will address any questions regarding the various CBF initiatives and CBC letter.
Action:
WRTC members will be asked to identify FY 2008 funding priorities to recommend to the CBPC that COG staff should develop for regional endorsement.
B. EPA Proposed Rule on NPDES Fee Incentive – Tanya Spano

EPA has proposed a rule intended to create an incentive fund from CWA Section 106 funds that would encourage states to raise NPDES fees to pay for up to 75% of administrative costs.  MDE and VA-DEQ, working with the Environmental Council of the States (ECOS), oppose this rule – as do others, as it would result in additional costs to local governments and utilities.  [Ref. Web links to EPA proposed rule; ECOS letter to EPA; and Clinton-Inhofe letter]
Ms. Spano will provide a brief overview of the proposed rule and EPA rationale, and summarize concerns that have been raised by the states and others.

Action:
WRTC members will be asked to recommend that COG staff work with the WRTC to prepare a formal letter from the CBPC that opposes the proposed EPA rule/supports MDE and VA-DEQ’s positions.
VI. Working Lunch

(12:15 - 12:30 pm) 

VII. Around the Room – WRTC Members and COG staff
(12:30-12:50 p.m.)

A. Prince William County Service Authority (PWCSA) Project – Stephen Bennett, PWCSA
Mr. Bennett will provide a brief update on the PWCSA expansion and upgrade project geared towards lowering nitrogen levels in the Chesapeake Bay.  [Ref. newspaper article]
B. WSSC ‘Can the Grease Initiative’ – Tanya Spano
Ms. Spano will briefly highlight a recent initiative by WSSC to address grease management for households and restaurants to address blockages in their system, and discuss potential regional collaboration possibilities with COG’s pretreatment, collection system, solid waste and recycling committees/members.  [Ref. WSSC press release; other additional info. will also be available at the meeting]
C. 2007 Leadership in LID Recognition Program – Ted Graham
Mr. Graham will answer any questions regarding the program – which is a cooperative agreement between EPA Region 3: The Mid-Atlantic Region and the Low Impact Development Center, Inc.  [Ref. Web link]
D. Other Items of Regional Concern/Interest – WRTC Members
The other WRTC members will be asked to share information about activities of interest at their facilities and within their jurisdictions.
VIII. CBPC Focus for 2007 – Ted Graham 
            (12:50 - 1:00 pm)
Mr. Graham will summarize the initial list of water quality policy issues developed for the CBPC’s consideration during 2007.  [Ref. CBPC 2007 Issues list]
Action:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any additional issues they wish to recommend to the CBPC.
IX. Adjourn – Uwe Kirste, Chair 
(1:00 p.m.)

Schedule Of Upcoming COG Meetings/Events
· CBPC meeting - January 19th (9:45 - 11:45 a.m.)
· COG Board meeting - February 14th (12:00 – 2:00 p.m.)  EDC/CEC Presentation
· WRTC meeting - March 8th (10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.)
· COG co-sponsored EDC informational forum – March 13th (time TBD), at Hood College, Frederick, MD

· CBPC meeting – March 16th (9:45 – 11:45 a.m.)
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