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Food Council Legislation

● Established by House Bill 
831/Senate Bill 723 – Maryland 
Food System Resiliency Council
○ Sponsors: Senator Katie Fry Hester 

(D - 9: Carroll, Howard Counties), 
Delegate Lorig Charkoudian (D - 
20: Montgomery County)

● Added to the Public Safety 
Article, Title 14 (Emergency 
Management)

● Effective June 1, 2021
● Creation supported by FARM

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0831?ys=2021RS&search=True
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0831?ys=2021RS&search=True
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0723/?ys=2021rs
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gps&section=14-1101&enactments=false


Legislatively Defined Goals

1. Address the food insecurity crisis in the State resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and resulting economic crisis

2. Develop equity and sustainability policy recommendations to 
increase the long-term resiliency of the food system

3. Expand the impact of existing food council organizations

4. Develop a strategic plan to increase the production and 
procurement of Maryland certified food



Statutory Requirements

November 1, 2021: Interim Report to the Maryland General Assembly on 
key findings and activities

November 1, 2022: Report to Maryland General Assembly with 
recommendations for long term structure for a statewide food policy 
council

November 1, 2023: Report to the Maryland General Assembly on key 
findings and activities undertaken by the Council.



November 2021 Report

● 16 recommendations across 
all four goals

● Acknowledged complex 
challenges like food equity 
and climate change need 
additional dialogue

● Unanimously passed among 
voting members

https://mdem.maryland.gov/Documents/MFSR_Council_Interim_Report_MGA_11012021.pdf


Additional FSRC Milestones

● Launched Lunch and Learn webinar series
○ Past topics include: Supply Chain Resiliency, Resilience Hubs, Local Food Councils Theory and 

Practice, and the MDTHINK Platform
○ Upcoming topics include: Giant Food’s Food Justice and Equity mission (June), MDEM 

capabilities and application for food resilience (July), and Integrating Food into rural health care 
(TBD)

● Hired a Food Resiliency Specialist to support Council and MDEM food 
resiliency planning activities

● Supported active legislative session with a number of food system related 
bills



Legislative Tracking



Legislative Session Highlights

● SB121 (HB147) - Maryland Farms and 
Families Fund, Maryland Food and 
Agriculture Resiliency Mechanism Grant 
Program, and Maryland Farm-to-School 
Meal Grant Pilot Program

● SB630 (HB706) - Maryland Department of 
Emergency Management - Office of 
Resilience 

● HB456 (SB957) Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program - State Supplement

● SB124 (HB150) - Public School Grant 
Program to Reduce and Compost School 
Waste

● SB437/HB540 - UM Extension - Urban 
Farmer Assistance

Total bills tracked 26 unique bills; 42 total
Total tracked bills sent to 
governor 14 unique bills
Total support bills sent to 
governor 7 unique bills

Testimony offered 12 total bills

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0121
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0630
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0456
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0124
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0437
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0540?ys=2022RS


Budget Highlights

SB290 - FY23 Budget

Agriculture
● Seafood Processors Pandemic Response and Safety Block Grant $222,673 in federal funding
● Specialty Crop Grant Program - $642,545 in federal funding
● Joint Chairmen’s Report requirement to study the feasibility of returning State Meat 

Processing Inspection (Report due 12/1/22) 

Commerce
● $100,000 for the Office of Policy and Research to support statewide economic development 

and resiliency planning projects such as broadband planning, economic cluster analysis, 
and supply chain mapping

Education
● Child Nutrition Technology Innovation Grant - $1M (Federal Funding; Supplemental Budget 

#4)
● Food Services Program - $220M (Federal Funding, Supplemental Budget #4)

Emergency Management
● FSRC Funding - $100,000 in consulting services 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0290
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/Pubs/BudgetFiscal/2022rs-budget-docs-jcr.pdf


Budget Highlights (cont)

Human Services
● Increase Monthly Temporary Cash Assistance and Temporary Disability Assistance Grants by $45 Per 

Individual (Including in Supplemental Budget #5). 

MARBIDCO
● Livestock Processing Equipment Grant Program – $500,000 in new funding for meat processing 

capacity enhancement at the smaller USDA-inspected facilities in Maryland.
● Maryland Watermen’s Microloan Program – new funding for small loans to help generational 

watermen (and eventually beginner watermen) to purchase needed equipment.
● $500,000 in new funding for the Maryland Wood Products Industry Equity Investment Program as 

part of an effort to jumpstart the Maryland Forestry Economic Adjustment Strategy.

University of Maryland
● $500,000 for the Harry Hughes Agro-Ecology Center’s two-year climate vulnerability assessment 

project to facilitate the identification and resolution of climate change impacts on agriculture in 
Maryland.



Next Steps

● Second report due November 2022 will:
○ Continue to focus on recommendations related to the 

legislatively-defined goals for the FSRC
○ Make recommendations related to the future of the FSRC 

including structure, organization, and possible sunset 
terms

● Monthly Meetings (1st Thursday of every month)
● Subcommittee meetings (bi-monthly and monthly)
● Check the Maryland Food System Resiliency Council for 

updates!

https://mdem.maryland.gov/Pages/md-fsrc.aspx


The mission of the Maryland Department of Emergency Management is to proactively 
reduce disaster risks and reliably manage consequences through collaborative work with 

Maryland’s communities and partners.
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