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COG’s Policy Principles for the Restoration and Protection 
of the Chesapeake Bay and its Tributaries 

 
Existing Principles (As adopted under COG Board Resolution R20-09) 
[Proposed revisions, July 2016] 
 
Holistic Requirements – Programs and policies to restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay 
and its tributaries, whether regulatory or not, shall reflect a holistic, multi-sector analysis of 
environmental benefits, technical feasibility and costs before being established. 
 

It is important to look beyond traditional measures, such as monetary costs and pounds of 
pollutants reduced.  In light of many competing environmental demands and funding 
constraints, there should be full recognition of environmental benefits and costs and multi-
media implications in developing all policies, regulations and programs. 

 
Equitable Responsibility – Programs and policies to restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay 
and its tributaries shall strive for equity and cost-effectiveness in allocating responsibilities 
among regions, counties and municipalities and among the different sources of pollution. 
 

Local governments and utilities recognize their responsibility to implement programs and 
projects to help improve and protect water quality.  It is critical that the sources of pollution 
from all sectors be adequately addressed so that water quality is improved and the investment 
produces tangible results with equitable sharing of the overall responsibility. 

 
Sound Science – Programs and policies to restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay and its 
tributaries shall rely on a sound scientific foundation and shall be revised as needed, 
reflecting advances in that foundation. 
 

Even when sound science does provide the basis for programs and policies to protect water 
quality, that basis will and should change as new information is determined.  Accordingly, water 
quality programs and policies should be open to adaptation to reflect new scientific findings. 

 
Communication and Voice – Programs and policies to restore and protect the Chesapeake 
Bay and its tributaries, whether regulatory or not, should be developed through a 
cooperative process among stakeholders including local governments and wastewater 
utilities. Given their implementation responsibilities, local governments and wastewater 
utilities shall be engaged at the earliest stages of these development processes. 
 

Local governments and wastewater utilities are the primary implementers of wastewater and 
urban stormwater management projects.  Not only do they have substantial financial 
obligations, they also have extensive expertise and experience to offer.  Their input early in the 
processes is critical to ensure that effective and realistic programs and policies are developed. 

 
NEW - Implementation Flexibility and Innovation – Programs and policies to restore and 
protect the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries, whether regulatory or not, should be 
structured so that local governments, wastewater utilities, and other organizations have the 
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flexibility to use a wide range of technologies, practices and innovative implementation 
approaches to meet environmental objectives.  
 

Local governments, wastewater utilities, and other organizations should be allowed the 
flexibility to utilize the widest possible range of options (such as public-private partnerships, 
staged implementation, integrated permitting, water quality trading, etc.) to implement projects 
and programs that: a) are attainable and practicable; b) achieve affordability and cost-
effectiveness; c) realize net environmental benefits and allow for synergies; and d) avoid 
unintended consequences or shifting of environmental consequences across media/sectors.  
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