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WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (WRTC) MEETING

April 8th, 2008

(10:00 am to 1:00 pm)

COG Training Center, 1st Floor

AGENDA

I. Call to Order –  Uwe Kirsti  
(10:00 – 10:05 a.m.)

II. Potomac Monitoring Forum – Heidi Bonnaffon
(10:05 – 10:30 a.m.)
Ms. Bonnaffon will provide highlights of the very successful Potomac Monitoring Forum (see draft summary), held on March 10th and 11th, in Cacapon State Park in West Virginia.  She will also review the six Priority Needs and some of the potential Action Items that were identified by the participants, as well as the proposed next steps.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to provide their thoughts on the monitoring needs and potential action items that were identified, and to identify any additional issues or priority areas that should also be addressed.
Meeting Material: Draft Summary of Forum Proceedings

Reference: http://www.mwcog.org/potomacforum
III. Climate Change – Ted Graham/Tanya Spano
(10:30 – 11:00 a.m.)
Dr. Graham will provide an overview of the work of COG’s Climate Change Steering Committee (CCSC), focusing on how the region’s response to climate change may impact water, wastewater and stormwater programs in the region, ranging from reducing energy consumption to adapting to altered precipitation patterns (see 3/25/08 presentation made to CCSC).  Over the course of at least the next year, in addition to other activities, COG will conduct a series of climate change relate workshops, perhaps in partnership with other organizations.  This is an opportunity for WRTC members to weigh in on possible topics to be covered in depth.
Ms. Spano will provide an overview of two specific workshops that are being planned to address wastewater and stormwater related issues that are being planned for FY 2009.  The workshops will be integrated with COG’s other Climate Change activities, and are expected to address both mitigation and adaptation issues.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any climate change related activities that they are undertaking, and to provide feedback on the focus of the proposed wastewater and stormwater workshops.
Meeting Material:  Power Point presentation given by Dr. Graham to COG’s Climate Change Steering Committee

Growth and Water Quality Impacts - Tanya Spano/Ted Graham
(11:00 – 11:45 a.m.)
Ms. Spano will provide an update on various growth and future planning activities in the region - as they relate to water quality, including updates on the Chesapeake Bay Program’s proposed Bay TMDL, nutrient/sediment reallocations, and 2030 projections.  She will also discuss how local data is being utilized in these efforts, and local government input is occurring.
Dr. Graham will provide a brief overview of the environmental aspects of COG’s Greater Washington 2050 initiative, and discuss possible regional environmental indicators to help strengthen the environmental focus of this initiative.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identity any questions they have about                 the growth and planning activities, and to comment on the list of proposed environmental indicators.
V. Virginia Stormwater Permitting – Elizabeth Dietzmann, VAMSA/Aqua Law
(11:45 a.m. -12:15 p.m.)
Ms. Dietzmann will discuss recent regulatory developments in Virginia concerning stormwater permitting.
Feedback:      WRTC members will be asked to consider what questions concerning these issues they wish to raise directly with the state regulatory officials who will be presenting at COG’s April 28 Stormwater Workshop.
VI. General Updates - WRTC Members & COG Staff
(12:15 – 1:00 p.m.)

A. Around the Room

WRTC members will be asked to note any events or activities they feel may be of interest to the other members, while COG staff will answer questions regarding any of the additional background information that has been provided.
Congratulations to the Alexandria Sanitation Authority, Virginia
The Alexandria Sanitation Authority is a 2007Excellence in Management Program Award recipient. This program was launched in 2003 to acknowledge the significant achievements of NACWA member agencies in the utility management arena. This program honors member agencies that have implemented and sustained, for a continuous three-year period, successful programs that address the range of management challenges faced by public clean water utilities in today’s competitive environment. 
For more information about the Alexandria Sanitation Authority, see www.alexsan.com
B. FY 2009 Work Program and Budget - Ted Graham
Dr. Graham will review the proposed schedule and anticipated major themes related to the development and approval of the Fiscal Year 2009 Regional Water Work Program and Budget.
C. Local Governments’ Role in Bay Reorganization - Ted Graham
Dr. Graham will give a brief review of the recent organizational changes to the Chesapeake Bay Program as they apply to local government.
D. Alice Ferguson Foundations’ Littering Behavioral Survey – Heidi Bonnaffon
Ms. Bonnaffon will provide a brief update on this study and next steps.
E. Chesapeake Bay Policy Committee’s (CBPC) March 14th  Meeting – Karl Berger 
Mr. Berger will provide an overview of the CBPC’s endorsement of various positions on upcoming federal legislation (see legislative summary).
Meeting Material: Federal Legislative Recommendations

Reference: Chesapeake Bay Commission Legislative Special Report
VII. Adjourn 

(1:00 pm)

______________________________________________________________________

FUTURE MEETINGS / KEY EVENTS 2008

COG Stormwater Workshop - April 28, 2008

WRTC Meeting – May 8, 2008
EDCs and Wastewater Treatment Plants Workshop- May 12 & 13, 2008

MWCOG, the Water Environment Research Foundation, and the Chesapeake Bay Program's Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee are jointly sponsoring a workshop on EDCs and WWTP's on May 12 & 13 at COG.  For more information on the workshop, and for instructions on registration, visit http://www.chesapeake.org/stac/edcworkshop.html.
CBPC Meeting – May 16, 2008
Climate Change - Wastewater Workshop – Fall 2008

COG Water Quality – Future Challenges Forum – Fall 2008
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