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Car Free Day Background

• Started in Europe in 1995.
• Global in 2000.
• Celebrated in 1,500 cities in 40 countries. 
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International
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London
Jakarta 

Bogota
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• Coincides with European 
Mobility Week.

• An annual campaign on 
sustainable urban mobility, Sept 
16-22.

• Improve public health and 
quality of life through clean 
mobility and sustainable urban 
transport.
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• The week culminates on Car Free 
Day, September 22.

• Participating cities set aside one or 
more areas solely for pedestrians, 
cyclists and public transportation   
for the whole day.
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Media Coverage  Headlines

• Park It on Car Free Day Starting September 21
• Loudoun Encourages Commuters To Ditch Cars 

Next Week
• Fairfax County Encourages Residents to Try 

Transit, Sept. 16-20 and Go Car Free, Sept. 16 –
23

• Weekend brings car-free days
• How to Participate in Car Free Days: September 

21st – September 23rd
• Car Free Days Starts Tomorrow
• 2019 World Car Free Days Celebrated in Frederick
• Commuters Can Get Free Fares For 'Car Free Day’
• Car Free Days Are Coming Up
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Car Free Day Washington DC Region

• Began as D.C. only in 2007. 
• Regionally in 2008.
• Promotes alternative forms of transportation 

- transit, bicycling and walking.
• Car-lite methods such as carpools 

and vanpools.
• Telework.

Agenda Item #7
July 22, 2020



8

Car Free Day Background

• Not just commuters.
- Senior Citizens
- Students
- Homemakers

• People who ordinarily travel SOV 
to work, errands, and classes.

• Pledge Goal 11,000.
• 2020 Event – Sept 22nd 
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Regional Proclamation
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2019 TPB Proclamation Signing
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Local Jurisdiction Proclamations
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City of  Takoma Park’s 
Proclamation
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Car Free Day Web Site
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Car Free Day Web Site Leaderboard
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Promotional Materials
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Social Media
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Paid Social Media
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Native Articles
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Spotify and You Tube
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https://youtu.b
e/Jl48RHleIqA
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Sponsors
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Transit 
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Jurisdictional Events
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Partnerships
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incenTrip Promotion
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Capital Area Car Free College Campus 
Challenge 
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ALMOST 300 PLEDGES (6% OF ALL CAR FREE DAY PLEDGES) WERE MADE THROUGH
.EDU EMAIL DOMAINS. THE TOP THREE  INSTITUTIONS IN ORDER WERE: 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 
AMERICAN  UNIVERSITY
THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND. 
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Results
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• New creative will be designed with feedback 
from the Car Free Day Steering Committee
– Health and Safety
– Commuter Connections “Commute With 

Confidence” recommendations
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Coronavirus and Car Free Day 2020
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https://www.commuterconnections.org/covid19-commuting/


Nicholas Ramfos

Transportation Operations Programs 

Director
(202) 962-3313
nramfos@mwcog.org carfreemetrodc.org

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20002

mailto:nramfois@mwcog.org
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