
 
ITEM 9 – Information 

May 15, 2013 
  
Update on the Development of the TPB Regional Transportation 

Priorities Plan (RTPP) 
  
    
Staff Recommendation: Receive briefing on the attached 

Power Point presentation on RTPP 
activities conducted since the second 
interim report of July 18, 2012, 
including the development of 
descriptions of near-term, on-going 
and long-term strategies for inclusion 
in a web-based tool to survey a 
representative sample of the general 
public.  

 
Issues: None 
      
Background: The RTPP is being developed to 

identify regional strategies that offer 
the greatest potential contributions 
toward addressing regional 
challenges. The survey will determine 
public attitudes about which 
strategies are considered to be most 
beneficial to address the challenges 
and how they might be funded.  
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Background 
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Survey 
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Survey 
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Goals & Challenges 

For each challenge we ask: 
 
In order to reach the goal, how significant is each challenge? 
Rate from 1 star (not significant)                          to 5 stars (very significant) 
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Goals & Challenges 

Additional Challenges 

can be suggested.  

Comments 

can be made 

on each 

Challenge  

For each Challenge, we ask:  
In order to reach the goal above, how significant are the challenges below? (Rate 1- 5 stars)  

Each  

Goal is 

explained 

Each  

Challenge 

is 

explained 
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Maximize operational 
effectiveness and safety of the transportation system

•

•

Goals & Challenges 
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Enhance environmental quality, 
and protect natural and cultural resources 

•

•

Goals & Challenges 
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Support inter-regional and 
international travel and commerce  
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Goals & Challenges 
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Strategies 

For each strategy we ask: 
 
Do you support this strategy?  

Oppose Support 

How would you pay for it?  
• Additional dedicated Funding 
• Compete for existing funds 
• Don’t support/fund 

& 
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Strategies 

Comments 

can be made 

on each 

strategy   

Each strategy 

includes 

“what we get” 

and “what it 

costs”  

Each  strategy 

has illustrations 

and a 

description  

For each Strategy, we ask:  
1. Do you support this strategy?  &  2. How would you pay for it?  

Additional 

strategies can 

be suggested 

Strategies are organized by near 

term, on-going , and long term tabs 
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Make it easier and safer to get to Metro 
stations and bus stops. 
 

• Install protective shelters, curb ramps, and 
better lighting 

• Build sidewalks and pedestrian crosswalks 
and/or overpasses 

• Provide ample bicycle parking and connect 
bicycle paths to transit 

 
 

 
 

Make roadway improvements in key 
locations that will help alleviate bottlenecks 
and reduce congestion, such as:  
 

• Adding extra turn lanes 
• Lengthening highway on- and off-ramps 
• Widening roads or highways 
• Upgrading traffic signals where needed 
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Strategies 
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Make alternative fuel vehicles more convenient 
and encourage more consumers to purchase 
such vehicles. 
 

• Invest in a system of refueling and recharging 
stations for vehicles that run on electricity, 
natural gas, or bio-fuels instead of 
petroleum-based fuels 

 
 

 

 

Increase the use of travel modes that allow 
people to commute more efficiently at peak 
hours. 
 

• Provide more incentives for commuters to 
use transit, carpool, vanpool, telework, 
bicycle, or walk to work 

• Market alternative commute modes 
through public information campaigns 

• Help employers establish commute 
alternatives programs 
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Strategies 
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Make walking a safer and easier transportation 
choice. 
 

• Add new sidewalks and improve existing ones 
• Make crosswalks more visible to all road 

users 
• Install crossing signals at more crosswalks 
 
  

 

 

 

Make bicycling a safer and more viable 
option for more people. 
 

• Invest in more bike lanes and bike paths 
• Expand bike-sharing systems like Capital 

Bikeshare 
• Provide more bicycle parking 
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Strategies 
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Keep the Metrorail and Metrobus system safe 
and in working order. 
 

• Address the backlog of deferred maintenance 
• Meet future maintenance needs as they arise 
• Ensure that an ongoing and dependable 

source of revenue is available to pay for 
Metro maintenance and rehabilitation 

 
 

  

Ensure that roadway and bridge conditions 
provide safe, reliable, and comfortable travel. 
 

• Ensure that needed road and bridge 
maintenance projects are completed as a 
first priority for use of highway funding 
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Strategies 

 



26 

Make bus service more convenient, reliable, 
and efficient. 
 

• Create bus-only lanes and queue jumps that 
allow buses to proceed with little or no traffic 
delay 

• Install pre-boarding payment systems to 
allow passengers to board buses faster, 
helping buses keep to their schedules 

 
 

 

 

Smooth traffic flow and minimize delays on 
existing road network. 
 

• Coordinate traffic signals and construction 
schedules 

• Provide travelers with more real-time 
information 

• Expand “open-road” electronic toll 
payment systems 
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Strategies 
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Improve access to the existing transit system 
and other transportation services for people 
with disabilities. 
 

• Make existing rail stations and bus stops 
more accessible for persons with disabilities 

• Improve MetroAccess and other paratransit 
services 

• Provide more wheelchair-accessible taxis 
region-wide 

 
  

 

 

 

Make the transportation system safer, and 
reduce the number of traffic-related injuries 
and fatalities. 
 

• Update existing traffic laws to 
accommodate all road-users (including 
bicyclists and pedestrians) 

• Improve enforcement of traffic laws 
• Increase public information and outreach 

regarding traffic laws 
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Strategies 
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• Express toll lanes on most major highways 
• Rapid bus transit on express toll lanes 
 

Express toll lanes will give drivers throughout the 
region the option to avoid highway congestion. New 
rapid bus service on the toll lanes will provide high-
capacity, congestion-free travel and bring transit 
service to new areas. Tolls collected on the express toll 
lanes will cover much of the cost of the new lanes and 
bus service.  
  

 

A 

Strategies 
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• More development in housing and job centers 
• Increased capacity on rail and bus lines 
• Expanded pedestrian and bicycle amenities 
 

More housing and jobs located near transit means 
more people can use the transit system, and will have 
more opportunities to walk or bicycle to nearby 
destinations. Increased transit capacity, including 8-car 
trains and station enhancements on Metrorail will 
accommodate increased ridership demand.  
  

 

B 

Strategies 
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• Express toll lanes on most major highways 
• Rapid bus transit on express toll lanes 
• More development in housing and job centers 
• Increased capacity on rail and bus lines 
• Expanded pedestrian and bicycle amenities 
 

Combining the elements above will give more people 
in the region greater access to a wider variety of travel 
options. This would provide greater overall benefit, but 
at a significantly higher cost.  
  

 

A+B 

Strategies 
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Next Steps 

4 

• Presented to the TPB June 19, 2013 

• Presented to the TPB July 17, 2013 
• TPB work session prior to July 17th meeting 
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Next Steps 
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