MEMORANDUM

February 17, 2004
To:

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee
From:

Beth Lowe, MWCOG/DEP

Subject: 
Changes to Draft SIP

The following memo outlines changes made to the draft SIP in response to comments received during the recent public comment period.
1. Section 10.6: Section 185 Fee Description

Virginia DEQ requested that staff insert language clarifying how the baseline emissions for the Section 185 fee would be calculated. This information now appears in the first paragraph of Section 10.6.
DC-DOH indicated that their Section 185 fee regulation (20 DCMR 305.4) will be adopted this month. As a result, the District’s regulation is now referred to as “adopted” rather than “proposed”.

2. Section 10.7: Commitment to Meet Rate of Progress Requirements
The quantity of emission reductions achieved by the 2002 and 2005 ROP demonstrations had not been updated from the August 2003 submittal. This error was corrected.

Virginia DEQ will adopt all remaining control measures required for the rate of progress on February 23, 2004. Maryland and the District will adopt their remaining control measures in February. As a result, Tables 10-11 through 10-13, listing commitments to adopt additional measures, have been deleted. The OTC measures formerly listed in these tables have been moved to Tables 10-1, 10-2, and 10-4, “Schedules of Adopted Control Measures” All references to pending regulations have been deleted.
3. Section 7.6: Regional Wind Power Purchase Description
Environmental Resources Trust submitted additional information regarding the quantification of emission reductions resulting from the regional wind power purchases. This information has been included in Section 7.6
4. Appendix I: Quantification of 1999 Contingency Measure
While addressing a comment regarding the 1999 contingency measure, staff discovered an error in the modeling used to quantify its benefit. The documentation included in the draft Appendix I shows a benefit of 23.2 tpd VOC and 8.7 tpd NOx from Phase II RFG, whereas the actual benefit is 19.1 tpd VOC and 8.5 tpd NOx. The documentation in Appendix I has been revised to reflect the new modeling. This revision does not affect the ability to use Phase II RFG as a contingency measure for 1999.

5. Section 7.2.9 NOx RACT and Regional Transport Requirements
At the request of VDEQ, staff added language noting that Virginia has identified sources affected by the new NOx RACT requirements; however, the resulting reductions are not yet certain. As a result, they are not included in the current SIP revision. Future SIP revisions will include the resulting reductions.
6. Section 7.6: Zero-Credit measures in Voluntary Bundle

The following language, included in the draft, was removed: 
“CFR 40 Part 93; Subpart 1, Section 93.101 clearly states that vehicle technology improvements are not considered to be Transportation Control Measures:

A transportation control measure (TCM) is any measure that is specifically identified and committed to in the applicable implementation plan that is either one of the types listed in section 108 of the CAA, or any other measure for the purpose of reducing emissions or concentrations of air pollutants from transportation sources by reducing vehicle use or changing traffic flow or congestion conditions. Notwithstanding the first sentence of this definition, vehicle technology-based, fuel-based, and maintenance-based measures which control the emissions from vehicles under fixed traffic conditions are not TCMs for the purposes of this subpart.

However, because this measure relates to mobile emissions, the states are still concerned that including this measure in the voluntary bundle has the potential to delay a conformity determination if implementation of the measure were to be delayed or fail.

As a result, the states are soliciting comments regarding the appropriateness of including this measure in the voluntary bundle without attributing emission reductions to the measure. Alternatively, a description of this measure could be included as part of Section 11.5, Additional Weight of Evidence.”

7. Chapter 11

Material was added to Chapter 11 to provide a more complete attainment demonstration. Previously, the chapter had referenced information contained in the region’s February 3, 2000 Attainment SIP submittal. The entire attainment demonstration from the February 3 SIP is now contained in Chapter 11.
8. Appendix D

In order to provide complete documentation for the attainment demonstration contained in Chapter 11, Appendix D, which was reserved for future use, now contains complete documentation of the region’s photochemical modeling. This documentation is the same as that found in Appendices C and M of the February 3, 2000 plan. 
9. Table A Headings

A commenter remarked that the column headings in Table A were deceptive because they implied that reductions for the 2002 Rate of Progress would take place by 2002. As a result, the column headings have been altered and a footnote has been included to indicate the date by which all reductions are expected to occur. This affects the copies of Table A appearing in chapters 1 and 7.

10. Appendix A
Included MWAQC and MWAQC TAC rosters as of January 2004.
11. Formatting Corrections
· Inserted page breaks between sections as necessary.
· Corrected Table of Contents, replacing Section 7.6.1 with Section 7.6
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