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Unauthorized TrendsUnauthorized Trends
• Reversal of Long-Term Growth

-- ’90-’07—Net Growth 500K per year
-- ’07-’09—Loss of 1 million
-- Losses in S. Atlantic & Mountain Div.

• Components of Change
-- HUGE Drop in New Unauthorized
-- Legal Immigration Levels High
-- Out-Flows to Mexico Fixed; Others ↑

• Key Characteristics of Unauthorized
-- Families with Children
-- DC Metro has Distinctive Origins
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Foreign-Born Growth Stagnated 4-07 to 
5-10 but Growth May Have Restarted
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Unauthorized Trend Reversed in ’07
from +500K per year to -500K per year
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Downward Trend Established in ‘09Downward Trend Established in ‘09
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Inflow of Unauthorized Drops
Steadily & Dramatically After ‘05
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Mexico is Largest Source
of Unauthorized, by Far
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Mexico is Largest Country
for Legal Immigrants, Too
Mexico is Largest Country
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27.7 Million in March 2009
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Mexico is NOT Largest 
in DC Metro Area
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~380,000 in March 2009
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Change in Unauthorized 2008 to 2009Change in Unauthorized 2008 to 2009
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DC Metro vs. NationDC Metro vs. Nation
• Trends in Numbers are Similar

-- Steady Growth through 2007
-- Decrease since (esp. VA)

• Make-up of Population
-- % Foreign-Born – 22% vs 13%
-- % Unauthorized – 7-8% vs 5.5% 
-- % Undoc of F-B – 33% vs 28% 

• Origins of Unauthorized
-- El Salvador, NOT Mexico is Largest
-- Asian share higher – 20+% vs 11%
-- Almost none from Caribbean



Characteristics
of Migrants

Characteristics
of Migrants



• Young, Working Families
• Generally Low Education

-- Relative to U.S. (but not to home)
• Jobs Reflect Skills

-- Lack of Health Insurance
-- Low Welfare Use 

• Low Incomes
-- Large Households
-- Low Per Capita Income

Unauthorized & Other 
Immigrants

Unauthorized & Other 
Immigrants
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Unauthorized Families
Have Mixed Composition
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• Flows Have Slowed Overall
• Drop Due to Unauthorized
• Responsive to Origin &Destination

-- Economic Factors in U.S.
-- Conditions in Mexico & Elsewhere

• Role of Enforcement Uncertain
• Families Not Just Individuals
• Scale Remains Large (10–11 million)
• Dispersed Throughout Country

Key Demographic FactorsKey Demographic Factors
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