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What makes the Farm Bill exciting?

• Congress takes it up every 5 or so years 

• “Must-pass” legislation

• Omnibus legislation → covers a broad array of 
topics

• $$ to fund necessary programs and incentivize 
change
• $867 billion of baseline spending in the 2018 Farm 

Bill (over 10 years)
• $428 billion over 5 years
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Farm Bill Titles

I. Commodities

II. Conservation

III. Trade

IV. Nutrition

V. Credit

VI. Rural Development

VII. Research & Extension

VIII. Forestry

IX. Energy

X. Horticulture

XI. Crop Insurance

XII. Miscellaneous
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✓ Mandatory Funding v. Discretionary Funding
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Nutrition Title

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP)

• Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentives 
Program (GusNIP)

• Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations

• The Emergency Food Assistance Program

• Commodity Supplemental Food Program

• Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program

• Community Food Projects
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Nutrition Title

Source: Cong. Rsch. Serv., IF11087, 2018 Farm Bill Primer: SNAP and Nutrition Title Programs (2019).
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Commodity Programs

Price Loss Coverage (PLC): producer paid 
when  market prices for covered crop dip 
below a statutory reference price

Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC):
producer paid when crop revenues fall 
below historic levels 

Covered Crops
Wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley, oats, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice, soybeans, other 
oilseeds, peanuts, dry peas, lentils, small 
chickpeas, and large chickpeas.
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Crop Insurance

• Revenue Protection (69% of policies)

• Yield Protection (23%)

• Whole-Farm Revenue Protection (<1%)
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Conservation Programs
Mandatory Programs

“Sod-buster” Highly erodible land 

conservation

“Swamp-buster” Wetlands conservation

“Sod-saver” Native sod conservation

Voluntary Programs

Conservation Reserve Program 

(CRP)

Contracts for land “retirement”

Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program (EQIP)

Support for resource conserving 

practices on productive land

Conservation Stewardship 

Program (CSP)

Support for conservation 

systems
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