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Listening Sessions and Stakeholder Input on Stormwater Rulemaking Related to the Chesapeake Bay
Summary

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is planning to open a public input period and hold listening sessions and a webcast on potential Chesapeake Bay watershed-related requirements in the national stormwater rule to strengthen the stormwater regulations and to establish a program to reduce the impact of stormwater discharges from new development and redevelopment. As part of the listening sessions, EPA will also address environmental justice considerations and potential impacts that may arise as a consequence of the Chesapeake Bay watershed provisions under consideration in the rulemaking.
Background on Stormwater

On December 28, 2009, EPA issued a Federal Register notice announcing a national rulemaking to establish a program to reduce the impact of stormwater discharges from new development and redevelopment and make other regulatory improvements to strengthen its stormwater program. One of the preliminary considerations included exploring specific stormwater provisions to protect sensitive areas. 

By issuing the Federal Register notice, EPA is informing the public of its preliminary considerations for modifying or supplementing EPA’s stormwater regulations to specifically address stormwater discharges in the Chesapeake Bay watershed and soliciting public input on these considerations.
The Chesapeake Bay is a national treasure constituting the largest estuary in the United States.  Despite efforts by federal, state, and local governments as well as other entities, the Chesapeake Bay continues to be impaired. Stormwater discharges from developed sites can negatively impact water quality through increases in stormwater volume and increased pollutant loads to the receiving waters.  
Generally, as sites are developed, there is an increase in impervious areas where water cannot infiltrate into the ground, leading to increases in stormwater runoff. This additional stormwater can then pick up pollutants on the landscape and transport them into nearby waterways. 
EPA is requesting input on ways to strengthen its stormwater program, including the promotion of practices that retain stormwater on-site through infiltration, evapotranspiration, or stormwater reuse to reduce these impacts. EPA is considering how to strengthen the municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) regulations in the Chesapeake Bay to address pollutants that may have an impact on water quality.
Proposed Regulatory Considerations
1. Designate additional discharges to be regulated. 
2. Require additional Chesapeake Bay-only MS4 provisions to target pollutants including, but not limited to, nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment.
3. Require MS4s in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to address stormwater discharges in areas of existing development through retrofitting the sewer system or drainage area with improved stormwater control measures. 

4. Establish Chesapeake Bay-specific performance standards to control stormwater discharges from new development and redevelopment. 

Environmental Justice Considerations

EPA is also soliciting comment for these preliminary Chesapeake Bay watershed-specific provisions to assess whether they will have disproportionately high, adverse human health or environmental effects on minority or low-income populations. The Agency will discuss ways that local communities can identify areas of concern and incorporate “low impact development” (LID) or “green infrastructure” practices into their stormwater management regimes.  These practices, such as rain gardens, bioswales, green roofs, and pervious pavements, use infiltration, evapotranspiration, and stormwater capture and use to maintain or restore natural hydrologies. These practices help lessen the environmental impacts of stormwater, improving access to clean waters and community livability.  EPA is committed to working with all stakeholders to strengthen its stormwater program and support communities in their efforts to restore and maintain urban waterbodies. 
The Locations and Dates for the Five Listening Sessions are:

· October 26, 2010, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. for the listening session and 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for the environmental justice discussion at Radisson Plaza Lord Baltimore 20 West Baltimore Street Baltimore, MD 21201.
· October 28, 2010, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the listening session and 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the environmental justice discussion at Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay 100 Heron Blvd. Cambridge, MD 21613.
· November 4, 2010, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. for the environmental justice discussion and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. for the listening session at EPA HQ Office, EPA East Building, 1201 Constitution Ave NW, Washington, DC, 20004.
· November 9, 2010, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. for the listening session and 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for the environmental justice discussion at Omni Richmond Hotel 100 South 12th Street Richmond, VA 23219.
· November 17, 2010, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. for the listening session and 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for the environmental justice discussion at Forum Building, 5th & Walnut Harrisburg, PA.
· Webcast: November 16, 2010, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. EST, Visit http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/rulemaking to register to participate in the Webcast.  

For further information about this Notice, please write to:
Ms. Rachel Herbert
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water (4203M)

1200 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20460

e-mail: herbert.rachel@epa.gov
You can view or download the complete text of the Federal Register notice on the Internet at: http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/rulemaking.  
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