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American Council for an Energy-

Efficient Economy (ACEEE)  

 • 33 year old, nonprofit 501(c)(3) dedicated to 
advancing energy efficiency through research, 
policy, and technical assistance. 

• Focus on end-use efficiency in Industry, Buildings 
and Equipment, Utilities & Transportation; Economic 
Analysis; Behavior; Finance. 

• Policy Program working at National, State, and Local 
levels 

• Local Policy work focused on: 
• Technical assistance to local governments and community 

groups 

• Local Policy Toolkit, policy calculator, best practice research 

• Project on energy efficiency programs for multifamily housing 

• City Energy Efficiency Scorecard (today’s topic) & related 
Self-Scoring Tool (coming soon) 

• www.aceee.org/portal/local-policy 

http://aceee.org/portal/local-policy
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Why Energy Efficiency?  
It’s the Cheapest and Lowest Risk Energy Resource 

Average Cost of New Electric Resources 

Source: Ceres (2013), Practicing Risk-Aware Electricity Regulation, www.ceres.org 

(And saves money, creates jobs, increases resilience, improves health and the environment…)  



Why Cities? 

• Where most energy is used – 80% of 

U.S. consumption in cities, 66% globally  

• Efficiency makes cities better – all 

aspects of city life can be improved, but 

currently underutilized for economic and 

community development 

• Actions by cities are important - have 

considerable influence over energy use  



Goals 

 

1. Compare large cities exclusively on 

efficiency – identifying leaders and 

where improvement is needed 

2. Focus on policies – highlight important 

actions that can be taken 

3. Roadmap for other cities – examples 

and best practices 

 



Policy Areas and Points 



Buildings Metrics 



Utility Metrics 



Transportation Metrics 



Results 



Overall and Policy Area Scores 



Energy Consumption Trends 



Findings 

• The top scoring cities have 

comprehensive efficiency strategies, 

and broad-ranging policies or programs, 

often history of implementing efficiency. 

• All cities, even the highest scorers, have 

room for improvement. Only 11 cities 

scored more than half of the possible 

points.  



Washington, DC - #7 



Strategies to Improve Efficiency 

• Lead by example in government operations. 

• Adopt energy savings goals.  

• Actively manage energy use, track and communicate 

progress. 

• Enable access to data on energy usage.  

• Adopt policies to improve efficiency in new and 

existing buildings.  

• Partner with utilities to promote efficiency programs.  

• Encourage location-efficient development and greater 

travel mode choices. 



Local Energy Efficiency  

Self-Scoring Tool 

• User-oriented, spreadsheet tool to score any local gov’t on City Scorecard metrics 

• Beta version planned for release in October, testers needed 



Thank You 

Eric Mackres 

Senior Researcher &  

Local Policy Lead 

ACEEE 

202-507-4038 

emackres@aceee.org  

 

Report and infographic available at  

aceee.org/local-policy/city-scorecard 
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