
DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT

Food Scraps Composting

Prince George’s County offers a Curbside Organics Composting Program that 
includes food scraps collected along with yard trim
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RESOURCE RECOVERYDIVISION

Food Scraps Composting is one of several components of the County’s 
waste management arsenal employed to protect and preserve the 
environment within the County.

Benefits
Diverting food scraps from landfilling reduces the County’s carbon footprint, 
conserves space in the landfill, and assists in the production of an all-organic 
soil amendment, “Leafgro GOLD ®” made solely in Prince George’s County, 
which may be used to remediate soil erosion and  grow healthier plants.

WASTE DIVERSION & FOOD SCRAPS
COMPOSTING
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During the 2012 legislative session considering    
increasing waste diversion goals (45% by    
2015) 

County Council passed one of the most 
environmentally aggressive bills within the 

last 20 years 

CB-87-2012 mandated the establishment of a 
food scrap composting pilot project by 

2014 

HISTORY
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May 2013 tested food scrap composting    
utilizing mobile Gore Cover Technology

2 expansions GORE system since 2013 from 3 heaps 
to 4 and from 4 heaps to 8 heaps

With incremental food scrap increases of 1,509,
4,400 to 9,785 tons in FY 18

In 2018 a 12-bunker walled system was completed 

Allowing for the acceptance and processing of over
32,000 tons of food scraps per year

2013 FOOD SCRAP PILOT
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Pilot
1 year EPA grant funded pilot implemented between December 2017 & January 2019        

Approximately 200 households; Peppermill/ Carmody Hills , Wilburn Communities 
after 6 months; communities in Laurel, and Tantallon in Ft. Washington were added

(northern, southern and central areas were represented) 

An average of 5.5 pounds per household per week were collected

Phase I - 2021 Expansion
Opt-in opportunity was offered to 10,000 households  

Suitland, District Heights/Forestville, Upper Marlboro, Beltsville and Laurel
Approximately 1,500 opt-ins

PROGRESS
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PROGRESS CONTINUED
Phase II  - 2022 Expansion recently completed

Offered all residential curbside collection participants (172,000) the opportunity
Mailed out engagement letter from DoE Director 

Followed by a large full-color postcard; with detailed opt-in information; 
The opt-in deadline was Feb 20, 2022

Engagement Materials 



RESOURCE RECOVERYDIVISION

PROGRESS CONTINUED
Phase II - 2022 Expansion cont.

Approximately 22,000 households chose to participate
@ 11% of the current curbside collection residents
Requests to participate are still coming in 

Distribution of program materials – began March 28, 2022; 
Residents received a 32-gallon wheeled cart, a 2- gallon mini bin, and a welcome 
package, including a collection start date flyer (May 16,) a refrigerator magnet, 
an FAQ’s, a How To Guide, and a list of Acceptable Compostable liners
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Residential Welcome Packet 

Service launch begins 
May 16, 2022 How to properly prepare & 

store materials for 
collection 

General information 
about the Food Scraps 
Composting Program
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Acceptable Items
• Fruits & Vegetables
• Seafood & Shellfish 
• Tea Bags & Loose Tea 
• Paper Ice Cream Container
• Paper Towels and Napkins
• Coffee Grounds & Filters
• Egg Shells 
• Dairy Products

• Meat & Bones
• Leftovers 
• Bread, Pasta, and Grains
• Food Soiled Paper
• Yard Trim 
• Paper Towels & Napkins
• Uncoated Paper Bags
• Uncoated Paper Plates
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Residents may want to line their organics cart with a compostable liner, a    
paper yard trim bag or another absorbent material, i.e., paper towels, paper 

napkins, pizza boxes, or leaves to help soak up the moister created when food begins 
to break down.

Yard trim may also be placed in the organics cart. 
Combining food scraps with yard trim in the cart will help to remediate 

some of the moisture created by the food.

FOOD SCRAPS MUST BE PLACED IN THE COMPOST CART FOR COLLECTION.

Yard trim may be placed in either the organics cart, in paper yard trim bags,
or in a can with a tight-fitting lid that is clearly labeled and dedicated solely to

yard trim collection.

How to Prepare for Collection
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Collecting Compostables
• This is the COMPOST 32-gallon 

wheeled cart/toter

• We DO NOT accept plastic bags. Contaminated 
compost will not be collected. A sticker will be 
placed on the cart and the cart will be left at 
the curb.
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Collecting Compostables
• Yard trim and food scraps are collected on 

MONDAYS only.
• Place the organics wheeled cart/toter at the curb 

by 6 am.
• Report missed collections to PGC311 by calling 

3-1-1 (inside County) or 301-883-4748 (outside 
County) from 7 am to 7 pm or online 24/7 
through the app or website at 
https://ocr.mypgc.us/pgc311.

• Residents can report same-day food scrap 
concerns after 12pm on Monday.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
.

https://ocr.mypgc.us/pgc311


RESOURCE RECOVERYDIVISION

Collecting Compostables
• Yard trim and food scraps are collected year-round on MONDAYS only EXCEPT on certain holidays. All 

food-related items MUST be placed in the County-issued 32-gallon wheeled “organics” cart.

Holiday Services Resume
Veteran’s Day – Friday, Nov. 11 Monday following the 

holiday

Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, Nov. 24 Monday following the 
holiday

Christmas Day - Sunday, Dec. 25 Monday following   the 
holiday

• Yard trim includes grass clippings, leaves, small branches, brush, and Christmas trees which are collected 
December through January.
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Acceptable Compostable Bags

For more information on examples of acceptable bags and liners, visit mypgc.us/compost. 

http://mypgc.us/compost
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Acceptable Compostable Bags
Bags must be compostable: They will say either “home compostable” or 

“commercially/industrially compostable”- all are acceptable.
Bags that are biodegradable, but not compostable are not preferred. 

Look for bags/liners with the following labels: 

In no case are traditional plastic bags of any kind accepted. 
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Non-Acceptable Items
• Plastic bags, wrappers or film
• Styrofoam containers
• Plastic jugs
• Plastic bottles
• Aluminum or steel cans, utensils, pans
• Aluminum foil, disposable aluminum pans
• Plastic utensils
• Grease or fats
• Liquids of any kind

• Facial or toilet tissue
• Diapers
• Pet waste, including cat litter
• Household trash/litter
• Kitchen pots or pans
• Foil backed or plastic backed 

paper
• Ceramic or plastic dishes
• Glass of any kind



Prince George’s County is currently 
considering names and slogans for the 
curbside composting program, and we’d 
love to hear your opinion!

Take the quick 2-minute survey to vote for 
the program name and slogan of your 
choice.  Polling closed this Friday, May 13, 
2022.

SURVEY LINK: 
HTTPS://WWW.SURVEYMONKEY.COM/R/
PGCOFOODYARDSCRAPSURVEY

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PGCoFoodYardScrapSurvey
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CONTACT USenvironment.mypgc.us

Prince George’s County Department of the Environment
1801 McCormick Drive, Suite 500

Largo, Maryland 
(301) 883-5810

RESOURCE RECOVERY DIVISION (RRD)
Denice Curry, Program Developer/Manager

Randolph Wilson, Project Manager
9200 Basil Court, Suite 300, Largo, Maryland 20774

(301) 883-3635
mypgc.us/compost
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