 MWCOG GIS Committee Meeting Notes
Tuesday June 24, 2008 1:00pm

1.  GIS Committee Plan Presented to the CIOs
Barney Krucoff – GIS Committee Executive Committee
Mr. Krucoff began with a recap from Vivek Kundra’s discussion from last month’s meeting, where he challenged the committee to build a regional GIS quickly.  The following week, Mr. Krucoff, Matt Felton, Tom Conry, Apollo Teng, and Martha Kile attended the Metro CIOs meeting and presented on connecting systems via web services based on Towson’s UASI grant proposal.

*see linked .ppt for this presentation
The group also updated the CIOs on the committee’s history of applying for grants, including the Public Safety Interoperable Communications PSIC grant that may be funded through the DEH.  We should find out about this in approximately 60 days.

Ultimately, it is really not up to the CIOs as to how the committee is funded.  The Senior Policy Group (SPG), and the Chief Executive City Administrator-type exist above the CIOs, and these are the groups that ultimately determine funding.
Comments:

Parker Spence – Is there a limited timeframe for the approval status?
Barney Krucoff –  PSIC is around 60 days.  I thought we would have heard about UASI by now.
George Danilovics – The SPG and CIOs are meeting on July 2nd to go over UASI ’08 and will then meet again in August to make final announcements on UASI.  I also just heard from Adriana Umberger at Prince George’s County, who still waiting to hear back on Maryland PSIC funds, but she has been told they are coming shortly.  Also, the SPG and CIOs met last week to come up with a short list of projects to fund, but I am not sure which projects made it onto this.
Barney Krucoff –  On a related note, an amendment has been proposed to FOIA which exempts critical infrastructure data and defines when its okay to share this data.  It will go before city council on July 14th.  DC is going to send a memo to COG, and we would ideally like an endorsement from COG that explains that we have had problems sharing data.  

2.  Pictometry Online (POL) & Fee Schedule
Frank Daly – Pictometry Regional VP (for Northern Region)

Mr. Daly spoke about Pictometry’s new product, Pictometry Online (v1.3.1).  Pictometry provides oblique imagery with coordinates where users can extract data.  This is the web version, which does not have the full capacity of the desktop version, but is updated on Pictometry’s end and simply accessed by a web browser.  In order to deploy this product, you will just need an administrator to create users and passwords.
On the view screen, there are windows for a Map View (can be used for navigation), Imagery, and Road Map, which gives you Microsoft Road Maps application.  You can also collaborate online with other users with annotation and measuring tools, and show north, south, east, and west oriented images.
*pricing for Pictometry Online can be found here

Comments:

Barney Krucoff – How will this work with Legacy applications?  Can we still get delivery in that format?
Frank Daly – You’re never going to lose PFS, you’ll just also have access to this environment.
Charlie Richman – Can we tap the web services to get this data without using your interface?  If not, this would not be very useful to us.
 Matt Deal –You can customize the interface, but you cannot currently call the underlying data from another application.  It could be incorporated into a future release, and we can take this as a request back to the office.
Apollo Teng –How many counties in Maryland will receive 2008 images?
Frank Daly – All of the ones that were shot in the spring will be delivered about 60 days after capture.  Some have started to be delivered.

Charlie Richman – Is there a way for customers to buy specific images that are in our libraries?

Frank Daly – They can call our commercial division at (585) 486-0093 and can use the shot number from the library.

3.  NCR Structures and Centerline Projects
Matt Felton – Towson CGIS
Both of these projects have been funded and awarded.  USGS CAP Grant category 5 was focused on landmarks for one of the awards and centerlines for the other.  The landmarks project kickoff was this morning, and its purpose is to establish an automated, sustainable means to collect, document, assemble, and distribute landmark structures data for the National Map for Maryland and the NCR.  The jurisdictions that are involved in the pilot project are Baltimore, Frederick County, Montgomery County, Fairfax County, and DC.  The data themes are landmark buildings that appear on USGS quads (schools, post offices, fire stations, etc.).The project runs through spring ’09.  
*see linked .pdf for this presentation

Comments:

Barney Krucoff – Why is USGS still interested in these landmark structures (at 24,000 scale)?  Why not every building?
Roger Barlow – One of the key components of the structures grant is standards development.  There are very little standards for this theme currently.  This will be a good starting point.

Apollo Teng – Why COG will also be working with Towson on the centerlines project.  Is there any information on this?

Roger Barlow – The approval for that project was just two weeks ago, and the paperwork is still being worked on for the funding.

Barney Krucoff – We should use this grant as a bridge to the transportation committees.  Once we get up to speed with the project, we should set up a joint committee with one of them to collaborate with.

4.  GIS Committee Executive Chairman Election
Apollo Teng – Montgomery County 

The Executive Committee is elected each year.  It is a four member board whose chair rotates by jurisdiction.  The committee will serve for the year, but the chair will also stay on and serve for the following year.  Apollo Teng’s term as chair is ending now, and the Virginia representative will be next, followed by DC.  The next Executive Committee was determined and includes Tom Conry from Fairfax, VA, Barney Krucoff from DC and Mark Weinshenker from Rockville, MD.  Their term will begin with the new fiscal year on July 1st.
5. Next Steps/ Other business:

· Montgomery County has received the 2007 state orthophotos (6”, 4 band resolution).  They also have LIDAR data covering the entire county that should be delivered in early October.

· MNCPPC has posted its web-mapping service at www.mcatlas.org 

· Loudoun County’s 2008 orthophoto is under production, and they also have a contract with George Mason University in order to do co-location of public facilities.  
· ESRI has released version 9.3
· DC also has orthos in production, and is working on a strategic business plan with Roger Barlow at USGS

· USGS is taking delivery of the last of the 2007 leaf-off imagery for Maryland, and will be available from the National Map shortly.  They would also be an interested partner in purchasing LIDAR data for Frederick and Prince George’s County.

· COG, along with Towson, will migrate EMMA and the HIRA project to new servers in mid-July.  These servers should be available for more committee business in the future.
· Arlington is enhancing web mapping with printing and editing features.
· Next meeting Tuesday, June 24th
