
Online Bike Route Mapping



Why We Need It

• A safe and consistent route is a large stumbling 
block to would-be bike commuters 

• To offer a system that allows users to plot Point A to 
Point B bike routes similar to online car mapping 
software (Mapquest, AAA, etc.)

• To allow for the collection of Bike to Work Day 
Convoys and other popular routes, as well as 
allowing for the informal collection of bike crash 
locations and other data



What We Have
Raw data in GIS is available through 
the region’s municipalities along with field data collected in 
the making of the ADC Washington Area Bike Map

A network of “Commuter 
Mentors” throughout the region 
who can offer more detailed
route consultation



Regional maps in multiple formats



What we want

• An online resource of maps, commuter routes and 
mentors that covers the Metro Washington Area 

• Easy ability to update due to changing road conditions, 
new construction

• Ability to track crashes for improved reporting of trouble 
spots to regional bike coordinators

• A system that is first and foremost user-friendly, but is 
also innovative, setting a standard for other regions 
throughout the country



What Other Cities are Using

• LA County
Bikemetro.com offers ability to plug in start and finish addresses and will plot route 
and cue sheet for ride

• San Francisco
Bicycling.511.org BikeMapper offers all possible bike routes within a specified 
area and provides tools for user to interact with map and print.

• Portland,OR; Milwaukee, WI; Pittsburgh, PA
ByCycle.org/TripPlaner offers online route mapping and cue sheet generator 
within the interactive Google Maps platform
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Other potential uses of Google Map platform
Listings of popular commuter routes



crash reporting, stolen bikes, bike racks, etc.

Maphub.com



WABA’s Recommendation

• ByCycle.org Trip Planner
Cost effective- $500-$2000 initial set-up; $500-$1000 monthly 
maintenance

Uses popular interface- Google Maps is already widely used for car trip 
mapping, pedometer, Google Earth and allows for plotting of information beyond 
routes

Other cities are already using it- with Portland, Milwaukee and 
Pittsburgh already using Trip Planner, with other cities soon to be added, the 
system is easily recognizable and navigated by new residents to the region along 
with our many visitors


