Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee

Suite 300, 777 North Capitol Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002-4239

 (202) 962-3358 Fax (202) 962-3203

MINUTES OF February 23, 2005 MEETING 
Attendance:

Members and Alternates 







Tad Aburn, Maryland Department of the Environment
Sharon Anderson, District of Columbia

Larry Bohn, Frederick County

Nat Bottigheimer, Maryland Department of Transportation

Hon. Sharon Bulova, Fairfax County

Rick Canizales, Prince William County
Howard Chang, Tri-County Council of Southern Maryland

Julie Crenshaw, Chair, AQPAC
Hon. Redella S. Del Pepper, Alexandria


Hon. Thomas Dernoga, Prince George’s County
Victoria Greenfield, Charles County

Fariba Kassiri, Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection
Hon. Dana Kauffman, Fairfax County; MWAQC Chair

Maurice Keyes, District of Columbia Department of Transportation

Hon. Leta Mach, City of Greenbelt

Hon. Phil Mendelson, District of Columbia Council
Hon. Eric Olson, College Park Council
Michelle Pourciau, District of Columbia Department of Transportation

Hon. Linda Smyth, Fairfax County
Hon. David Snyder, Falls Church
Joanne Sorenson, Virginia Department of Transportation
Jim Sydnor, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Beverly Warfield, Prince George’s County

Others Present: 

Kambiz Agazi, Fairfax County

Charles Baummer, Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority

Randy Carroll, Maryland Department of the Environment

Matthew Jalali, District of Columbia Department of Transportation
Keith Levchenko, Montgomery County
Stan Tracey, District of Columbia Department of Health
Staff:

Joan Rohlfs, COG/DEP 


Mike Clifford, COG/TPB

Jeff King, COG/DEP 



Lee Ruck, COG General Counsel
Jennifer Desimone, COG/DEP 

Eulalie Lucas, COG/TPB
Rich Denbow, for COG/DEP 


Sunil Kumar, COG/DEP
Stuart Freudberg, COG/DEP

1.
Call to Order, Public Comment Period

Chairman Kauffman called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.  
Mr. Rodney Livingston, CEC, spoke during the public comment period.  He registered a complaint against the Air Quality Public Advisory Committee process and recommended that the audio for the meetings be posted.  He requested that the AQPAC chair allow participation in meetings via telephone.  He believes there should be more representation from Washington, DC on AQPAC.

2.
Approval of Minutes, Announcements, Chairman’s Report

Mr. Kauffman called for a motion to approve the draft minutes of the December 15, 2004 meeting.  A motion was made and seconded.  The minutes were approved as written.  

Mr. Kauffman delivered the following Chair report: Two new people have been appointed to MWAQC – Council member Steven Randolph from the City of Manassas and Doreen Thompson from the Mayor’s Office in the District of Columbia.  He announced that Tad Aburn has been appointed to chair the TAC in 2005.  
Mr. Kauffman called Mr. Dernoga forward and presented him with a plaque in appreciation of his leadership of MWAQC during 2004.  Mr. Dernoga led MWAQC through a period of change with grace and even-handedness.  
3.
Committee Reports

A.
Report of the Technical Advisory Committee

Mr. Aburn reported on the activities of the TAC in January and February, 2005.  He reported from two handouts developed by staff.  Each reflects the policy-relevant technical work addressed by TAC. TAC was briefed by Mirant on pollution controls at Mirant plants.  TAC also discussed new research on ozone transport that is pushed into the area via night time low level jets in the atmosphere.  TAC also discussed control measures for the new 8-hour SIP and addressed airport emissions.  

B.
Report of the Air Quality Public Advisory Committee

Ms. Crenshaw, Chair of the Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC), reported.  AQPAC received a briefing by representatives of Mirant as well as a citizens’ group in Alexandria.  AQPAC revised their bylaws and that information was included with today’s meeting information.  There are no significant changes, and there is a new section.  The MWAQC Executive Committee reviewed the changes and felt they were fine. AQPAC sent a letter to TAC about the list of control measures, and would like to submit the same letter to MWAQC for consideration as they choose control measures.  AQPAC is examining the Clean Car bill that is being addressed by the Maryland legislature.  AQPAC has also addressed the out-counties that are not part of the nonattainment area, such as the Shenandoah Valley area.  The discussion has been about tourism and the suggestion that tourists should be provided information about air quality at the time of their visit.
C.
Report of the Clean Air Partners 

Ms. Rohlfs introduced Harriet West, the new Managing Director for Clean Air Partners. Ms. West reported.  She has met with staff of COG, BMC, and MDE.  They have been updating the 2005 work program, working with the new marketing firm, planning activities for the coming year, and looking at additional funding possibilities.  
4.
EPA Actions Update (SIP Actions and Designation) 

Ms. Rohlfs provided an update of recent EPA actions regarding SIPs for the 8-hour ozone standard and designations for PM2.5.  Regarding the 8-hour ozone standard, EPA has reopened the 8-hour ozone guidance to request comment on two issues.  The first is related to Section 185 fees and whether they apply once the 1-hour ozone standard is revoked.  The second concerns timing for determining which 1-hour control requirements will continue to apply after revocation of the 1-hour standard to avoid backsliding in air quality.  EPA is also requesting comment on a proposal that contingency measures for failure to attain would no longer be required after revocation of the 1-hour standard, and proposes to change to June 15, 2004 the date for determining which 1-hour requirements remain applicable.  Comments to EPA are due by March 25, 2005.  
Regarding designations for PM2.5, the Washington region has been designated nonattainment.  The designations are effective on April 5, 2005 and SIPs are due in April 2008.  
EPA also proposed action on the 1-hour Severe Areas SIP that was submitted in 2004.  EPA has proposed to approve the contingency measures, rate of progress plans, transportation control measures, and voluntary measures.  The comment period closes on March 11.  

Ms. Rohlfs stated that we are still waiting for the second phase of EPA’s ozone guidance, which will tell us how to plan for the attainment deadline and other SIP requirements.  We are also expecting implementation guidance for the PM2.5 standard.  Both are expected this spring.   

Ms. Crenshaw asked why EPA is waiting three years for SIPs to be due.  Mr. Aburn replied that the Clean Air Act sets the timelines.  There is a lot of work required for the SIP and three years is a fairly short time frame to get that work done.  Rulemakings and modeling must be completed during that time.
5.
Proposed MWAQC 2005-2006 Work Program and Budget 
Ms. Rohlfs reported on the 2005-2006 work program and budget for COG.  The main objective for the work program is to conduct interstate air quality planning for the Washington, DC area on behalf of Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Columbia, and to coordinate planning with the Interstate Air Quality Council (IAQC).  Ms. Rohlfs discussed the eight tasks in the core work program as well as support to local government initiatives.  Regarding funding, the FY 2005 funding already exists, but the task amounts have been reallocated.  For the FY 2006 core program, funding will follow the 1/3, 1/3, 1/3 allocation formula between state air agencies, state DOTs, and COG local members.  Local funding exists for the local government initiatives.  More detail will be provided in the next two months.  Ms. Rohlfs said MWAQC should expect transmittals from the IAQC soon, including an MOU between the states and DC, certification letters from the states and DC, and a proposed base budget, work tasks, list of products, and schedule.
Regarding the schedule for budget approval, Ms. Rohlfs stated that TAC will review a proposal in March.  The IAQC will transit their letters in March and April, and MWAQC will vote to approve a budget at the April 27th meeting.  

Mr. Kauffman thanked Ms. Rohlfs for her concise presentation of the information in light of the bumpy process that all the parties followed to get to this point.  Mr. Aburn also thanked COG staff on behalf of the IAQC for their work on this.  
6.
Meeting Schedule for 2005-2006
Ms. Rohlfs presented a proposed meeting schedule for MWAQC during 2005-2006.  Seven MWAQC meetings are proposed during this period, as well as five MWAQC strategic planning sessions.   Each session will focus on a component of the 8-hour SIP and related components.  Action will only be taken at MWAQC meetings and not at the planning sessions.  
7.
8-Hour SIP Planning: Status Report
Mr. King provided an update on the effort to develop control measures for the 8-hour ozone SIP.  A workgroup has been formed and has met five times.  The initial focus is to identify priority emission control measures, develop a priority list, and evaluate potential for expanding existing controls to upwind counties.  The workgroup is using screening criteria to identify priority control measures for recommendation.  The workgroup will refine emission reduction and cost effectiveness information in March 2005 and prepare a draft control measures report in April/May 2005.  Ongoing work will continue to identify new measures.  MWAQC will be asked to approve the report in May.  
Ms. Pourciau asked why no pricing measures are included on the list.  Mr. King said the workgroup has not nominated any measures for the list.  Ms. Pourciau requested that the workgroup look at these measures.  

8. 
State Air Agency Reports
There was no report for the District of Columbia.

Mr. Sydnor reported that the power plant bill did not move in the Virginia General Assembly, nor did the resolution to examine car standards.  A resolution to examine the use of planting trees to obtain SIP credit also did not pass.  Mr. Sydnor said Virginia will proceed with a request to EPA to redesignate the Fredericksburg ozone area as attainment based on recent monitoring data. 
Mr. Aburn reported on air quality legislation in the Maryland legislature regarding vehicle standards and power plant controls. Both are early in the process. Mr. Aburn discussed the multipollutant initiatives to control power plant emissions and said EPA is likely to come out with a rulemaking in March.  The OTC is putting together an implementation plan that would have states adopt rules and use the Section 126 process to control upwind emissions in other states.  Mr. Aburn also discussed efforts to monitor ozone transport during the upcoming summer.  
9.
Date for Next Meeting and Adjourn

The next meeting of MWAQC is scheduled for April 27th.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 
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