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Launched in 2006, Twitter is a website that enables people (friends, businesses, organizations, etc.) to communicate and stay connected through the exchange of quick, frequent answers to one simple question: What are you doing?” Technically, Twitter functions as a microblogging platform (similar to a blog, minus the lengthy posts, videos, photos and ads). Each post (called a “tweet”) has a maximum of 140 characters and is time-stamped, then listed in reverse chronological order on the profile page (known as a Twitter “stream”). Tweets can be posted directly from the Web, a cell phone and/or other third-party applications (www.twitter.com/downloads). People then subscribe to or “follow” a Twitter stream to see what a particular person/business/organization is up to. 
Twitter updates in real time. Tweets are displayed on the user’s profile page and delivered to other users who have signed up to receive them. Users can receive updates via the Twitter website, instant messaging, SMS, RSS, email or through an application such as Twitterrific or Facebook. Users are very much in control of whose updates they receive, when they receive them, and on what device. A user can follow someone by simply viewing their twitter web page (in this case – twitter.com/COGStreetSmart). If a user would like to receive automatic updates, they can register for a Twitter account (free service) and adjust their settings for receiving updates. 

The motivation behind developing a Twitter page for Street Smart is primarily for the dissemination of information (relevant news stories across the region, best practices, engineering projects, etc). The Twitter page will be monitored and updated on a regular basis throughout the year and more intensely during campaign periods serving as a prime information clearinghouse for the Street Smart program.

Follow us on twitter:

twitter.com/COGStreetSmart
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