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Economic Impact of TrailsEconomic Impact of Trails

Demand for Trails is GrowingDemand for Trails is Growing
Conservation Fund StudyConservation Fund Study

•• Build a Golf Course impacts 1% of the populationBuild a Golf Course impacts 1% of the population
•• Build a swimming pool impacts 7% of the populationBuild a swimming pool impacts 7% of the population
•• Build a trail impacts 50% of the citizens will use the Build a trail impacts 50% of the citizens will use the 

trail.trail.

Anne Arundel County TrailsAnne Arundel County Trails
•• On weekends 30% are from outside our jurisdictionOn weekends 30% are from outside our jurisdiction
•• During the week  86% of our neighbors use the B & A During the week  86% of our neighbors use the B & A 

Trail at least once a week, most several times.Trail at least once a week, most several times.
•• Local economic impact is 8+ million annuallyLocal economic impact is 8+ million annually



IMPACTIMPACT

National Trails route throughNational Trails route through
our Communityour Community



What is the ECG?What is the ECG?

““Urban Appalachian Urban Appalachian 
TrailTrail””

2600 miles2600 miles

26 major cities26 major cities

OpportunityOpportunity
HealthHealth

EnvironmentEnvironment

TransportationTransportation

Quality of LifeQuality of Life



Calais, Maine

Providence River 
Walk – Rhode 

Island

Coastal Georgia Greenway Key West, Florida



Maryland Trails



What is the American What is the American 
Discovery Trail?Discovery Trail?

A Cross County Hiking A Cross County Hiking 
Trail Trail 

Connects Point Reyes Connects Point Reyes 
California to Cape California to Cape 
HenlopenHenlopen DelawareDelaware



BUILDING the COMMUNITY BUILDING the COMMUNITY 
into the TRAILinto the TRAIL

FRIENDS of ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY FRIENDS of ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 
TRAILSTRAILS

Enhancement ProjectsEnhancement Projects
•• Planet WalkPlanet Walk



Vision For The Planet Walk

Solar System 3.7 Billion Miles

Scaled on Trail 4.6

Sun

Mercury

Venus Mars

Earth

Jupiter UranusSaturn Neptune Pluto

4.6 Mile

Marley Station 
Mall

Harundale 
Mall

Ranger Station



Friends Vision For The Planet WalkFriends Vision For The Planet Walk
Create a high quality educational/cultural Create a high quality educational/cultural 

resource for the countyresource for the county

Scale was selected to accommodate ½ day field trips

Location was selected to provide visitor support facilities

Exhibit complexity is bimodal K-8 and K-12
Public Schools

Private Schools

Community Colleges

Universities

Continuing Education



Friends Vision For The Planet WalkFriends Vision For The Planet Walk
Create a high quality educational/cultural Create a high quality educational/cultural 

resource for the county*resource for the county*

Website

Scaled Model

Pamphlets and Brochures

Teachers and Docents



Friends Vision For The Planet WalkFriends Vision For The Planet Walk
Create a high quality educational/cultural Create a high quality educational/cultural 

resource for the countyresource for the county

Interdisciplinary
Our educational mission is to create an 
interdisciplinary experience that supports many 
subjects. 

•Science

•Art 

•Math

•History

•Physical Education



BUILDING the COMMUNITY BUILDING the COMMUNITY 
into the TRAILinto the TRAIL

FRIENDS of ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY FRIENDS of ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 
TRAILSTRAILS

Enhancement ProjectsEnhancement Projects
•• Planet WalkPlanet Walk



Sun Station DesignSun Station Design

“Spectrum”

by 

Judy Sutton-Moore



Sun Station SculptureSun Station Sculpture



Planet WalkPlanet Walk
Pluto Concept ModelPluto Concept Model



Planet WalkPlanet Walk
Earth Concept ModelEarth Concept Model



Planet WalkPlanet Walk
Mercury and Venus Concept Mercury and Venus Concept 

ModelModel



Planet WalkPlanet Walk
Jupiter Concept ModelJupiter Concept Model



Planet WalkPlanet Walk
Uranus Concept ModelUranus Concept Model
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