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WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (WRTC) MEETING

September 13th, 2007

(10:00 am to 1:30 pm)

COG Board Room, 3rd Floor

Business Meeting (10 a.m. –12:00 noon) / Working Lunch (12:00 noon)
Parallel Work Sessions (12:00 - 1:30 p.m.)

AGENDA
WRTC Business Meeting

I. Call to Order / Introductions / Review Agenda (MM #1) – Uwe Kirste, Chair
(10:00 – 10:05 a.m.)

II. RMS/WRTC/CBPC - Integration &Enhancements (MM # 2-3, & HO #1) – Tanya Spano
(10:05 – 10: 15 a.m.)

Ms. Spano will briefly discuss staff efforts to enhance coordination and input between the various committees (e.g., providing input on proposed legislation/regulatory initiatives; links between proposed monitoring and water quality forums, etc.).  She will also review staff’s proposed Wastewater and Stormwater Work Groups and membership rosters.  The Work Group membership is intended to provide more specialized input to regional discussions of wastewater and stormwater-specific issues; while ensuring that the WRTC as-a-whole continues to address broader water quality issues in the region.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to:  a) Suggest any additional actions or activities that would further enhance the integration of the committees; and b) Identify any additional names to add to the Work Group rosters.
III. Regional Growth & Water Quality Implications - Updates
(10:15 - 11:00 a.m.)

A.
Chesapeake Bay Program - 2030 Analysis & Bay TMDLs (MM #4a & b, & HO #2) -
 Ted Graham & Tanya Spano

Mr. Graham and Ms. Spano will provide a broad overview of the Bay Program’s proposed timeline and process for conducting its 2030 analysis and the various Bay TMDLs for nutrients (TN & TP) as well as for sediment (TSS).  They will identify key milestones and opportunities for providing local government/agency input, as well as reviewing some of the critical technical and policy challenges that may result.
B. Virginia Cap Load Policy & COAST Model-Prince William Pilot (MM #5a & b) – 
Karl Berger

Mr. Berger will provide a brief update on the status of the proposed pilot program with Prince William County – which is envisioned to provide working examples of how Virginia’s proposed cap load policy might be implemented.  The Prince William County pilot was an action item that was discussed with Peter Claggett at the WRTC’s April 23rd, 2007 Workshop on Regional Growth and Water Quality.

C.
Status of HB1141 Implementation Guidelines - Ted Graham

Mr. Graham will provide a brief update on the status of the Maryland’s HB1141 Implementation Guidelines that were distributed for peer review in the beginning of the year.
Action:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any key policy issues/concerns that they wish to convey to the CBPC (at this time), as a result of any of these state and federal growth/water quality efforts.
V. Draft PCB TMDL (HO #3) – Carlton Haywood, ICPRB
(11:00 - 11:30 a.m.)

Mr. Haywood will present a status report on the draft PCB TMDL.  He will provide information on the major findings including waste load reduction requirement, potential permit requirements and the likely next steps for jurisdictions and stakeholders.
Action:
WRTC members will be asked to identify:  a) any technical recommendations, or b) comments/questions they may have regarding the draft PCB TMDL.
IV. Regional Water Quality - Updates
(11:30 – 11:45 a.m.)

A.
Future Water Quality Challenges Forum (HO #4) – Tanya Spano
Ms. Spano will review a preliminary outline of the forum, noting:  its focus, scope and objectives; when it is anticipated to be held; proposed topics/speakers; links to the earlier Water Quality Monitoring Forum, and expected deliverables.  A steering work group will be created to assist COG staff in developing the forum and identifying potential speakers.

Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to:  a) provide any comments and/or suggestions for the workshop itself; and b) identify any members that wish to participate on the work group.
B. Endocrine Disrupting Compounds (EDC) (MM #6) – Tanya Spano
Ms. Spano will provide a quick update on the EDC issue - including the status and schedule for the report; feedback provided by COG’s CAOs, coordination with COG’s members, and new information obtained from a recent WEF conference (e.g., proposed use of the term ‘microconstituents’).
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any comments or questions about this effort.
C. State of the Potomac River – Update (HO #5) – Steve Bieber
Mr. Bieber will provide a quick update on the current status of the Potomac River as outlined in the Drought Report.
Feedback:

WRTC members will be asked to identify any comments or questions.

VI. General Updates (MM # 7-9) –WRTC Members & COG Staff
(11:45 a.m. – 12:00 noon)
WRTC members will be asked to note any events or activities they feel may be of interest to the other members; while COG staff will answer questions regarding any of the additional background information that has been provided.
· Biofuels Article – Karl Berger 
· Recent WWTP Awards – Tanya Spano
· Climate Change Initiative – Tanya Spano
· CBPC September 21st Meeting – Karl Berger
· Note any WRTC Feedback/Recommendations to the CBPC
· Agenda Topics:
· Update on Greater Washington 2050 Initiative

· Perspectives on the Chesapeake Bay Program (CBPO Director Lape)
· What Will It Take to Restore the Bay? (MD State Senator Winegrad)
· Legislative Panel Discussion (CBC, CBF, Senator Winegrad)
VIII. Adjourn / Working Lunch

(12:00 noon)

______________________________________________________________________

FUTURE MEETINGS / KEY EVENTS

2007

WRTC Meeting – November 8, 2007

CBPC Meeting – November 30, 2007

COG Board Meeting [proposed EDC/CEC report presentation] – December 12, 2007 (or January 9, 2008)
2008
RMS/WRTC/CBPC Meetings – See 2008 Joint Meeting/Event Schedule (MM #2)
COG Water Quality Monitoring Forum – February 29th, 2008.

COG Water Quality – Future Challenges Forum - April 2008 [date(s) TBD]

Wastewater Work Session (COG Board Room or Meeting Room #1)
(12 noon – 1:00 p.m.)

I. Proposed Regional Messaging/Outreach Efforts (HO #6) – Tanya Spano
(12:00 – 12:45 p.m.)

Ms. Spano will review a draft proposal for regionally conducting outreach activities that build upon the previously discussed What Not to Flush and Can the Grease initiatives.  The proposal describes the proposed outreach/media products and priorities, scheduling, and funding options.  It is anticipated that this effort will be a multi-year effort, and that messaging will need to be integrated with addressing regional pharmaceutical concerns (e.g., proper drug disposal protocols).
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to comment on the draft proposal; noting any additional information needs and/or recommended edits.
II. COG’s Regional Wastewater Flow Forecast Model (RWFFM) & Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Information Database (MM #10) - Tomlyne Malcolm
(12:45 – 1:15 p.m.)

A. RWFFM Updates (i.e., GIS sewersheds and subsewersheds)
B. COG’s Cooperative Forecasts – Round 7.1 Formal Approval Schedule

C. WWTP Fact Sheets Updates (i.e., process and general information)
Ms. Malcolm will summarize COG staff efforts to update records for the RWFFM as well as our WWTP records; noting the information that will be gathered over the next few months; what kind of information we will need to collect from our members; and what next steps and products we envision once we have gathered this updated data.
Feedback:
WRTC Wastewater Work Group members will be asked to identify:  a) any specific process or general information that should be included in the WWTP fact sheets; and b) staff contacts for sending our information requests to.
III. COG’s Climate Change Initiative & Greenhouse Gas (GHS) Inventory for WWTPs (HO #7) –    
Tanya Spano
(1:15 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.)
Ms. Spano will provide a brief update on the overall initiative, objectives for the inventory process, and data assumptions being used to estimate contributions from drinking water and wastewater plants; and what information COG staff need from the region’s facilities.
Feedback:
WRTC Wastewater Work Group members will be asked to identify:  a) contacts and information sources for obtaining the data for the inventory; and b) noting any concerns they have regarding the GHG inventory process.
IV. Adjourn

(1:30 pm)

Stormwater Work Session (COG Board Room or Meeting Room #1)
(12 noon – 1:30 p.m.)

I. Montgomery County LID Initiative (HO #8) – Pam Rowe, Montgomery County
(12:00 – 12:30 p.m.)

Pam Rowe of Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is responsible for the county’s program to use local government funding for implementing low impact stormwater control projects on private property.  She will describe the genesis of this program, in particular the ‘Residential Rainscape Program’, the issues she has had to address and the progress to-date.  This should be of interest to any locality considering a similar approach to encouraging the use of low impact projects on private property.
Feedback:
WRTC members will identify any additional questions or information needs they have regarding this Montgomery County initiative or the ‘Residential Rainscape Program.’
II. Roundtable Discussion on Emerging Stormwater Policies – Focus on Virginia (MM # 11) - Discussion Leaders – Uwe Kirste, Prince William County  and Ted Graham, COG Staff
(12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.)
As the Bay Program Partners contemplate the preparation of the Bay Watershed TMDLs and as recent state legislation in Maryland and Virginia takes effect, the program requirements for urban stormwater are facing change.  Uwe Kirste & Ted Graham will lead a roundtable discussion on the anticipated changes to local stormwater permits and programs, drawing from recent permitting experience and commentary from state and federal regulatory staff (including the attached responses to a series of questions).  The overall objective is to develop a coordinated voice for the region to help shape federal and state policies and other requirements related to urban stormwater.  This meeting will emphasize Virginia; the November meeting will emphasize Maryland at which time the plans for implementing the Stormwater management Act of 2007 should be taking shape.
Action:
Provide guidance to COG staff to keep abreast of and help develop regional positions in response to emerging federal and state stormwater requirements.
V. Adjourn
(1:30 pm)
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