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A well-established composting infrastructure is essential for a trash-free Potomac River watershed.   Composting can also reduce disposal costs, while creating green jobs and protecting the climate.  Biodegradable materials make up almost two-thirds of municipal trash.  Their share could grow as many plastic products such as take-out styrofoam containers could be substituted with compostable ware.  Yet the Mid-Atlantic region lags behind other parts of the country in expanding yard trimming composting programs to year-round and including food scraps and other compostables.  A wide range of local and state policies could be implemented in our region to expand composting.  

The policies presented below are based on the initial recommendations of a regional Organics Task Force, as well as by two national compost experts.  The Task Force formed following the May 2009 Organics Composting Forum: Building Markets and Infrastructure, which was sponsored through a partnership of the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, the Institute for Local Self-Reliance (ILSR), and the Alice Ferguson Foundation.
Policies:  Initial Recommendations by the Organics Task Force

Local Yard Waste:

· Ban collection of yard trimmings in plastic bags

· Require set-out in kraft bags or reusable container

· Require weekly yard debris separation and set-out

· Target a wide range of yard debris  (grass, leaves, brush, garden trimmings, Xmas trees)

· Offer curbside collection service year-round, with option to not collect in/require off-season

· Promote backyard composting and grasscycling

State Yard Waste:

· Ban yard trimmings from landfills and incinerators

Regional Cooperation:

· Region-wide ban on collection of yard trimmings in plastic bags

Additional Policies Offered for Consideration 
by Brenda Platt (ILSR) and Craig Coker (Coker & Assoc.) 

Local Yard Waste:

· Require landscapers to recover yard trimmings for composting

· Ban yard trimmings from waste transfer stations, landfills and incinerators

· Set up drop-off sites for materials not collected at curbside (such as pumpkins, Xmas trees, garden trimmings)

· Give preference in purchasing to locally-produced compost

· Require all public agencies to adopt yard waste reduction practices such as controlled irrigation, precise fertilization usage, grasscyling, selective pruning, on-site composting and mulching/backyard composting, proper organic materials applications, and environmentally beneficial landscape design.  Encourage residences, businesses, and institutions to adopt these practices.

Local Food Scrap:

· Start an edible food donation program

· Pilot a residential project to compost food residuals (such as curbside collection with yard trimmings, curbside collection without yard trimmings, or drop-off collection)

· Consider creating a hybrid yard trimming program that collects some household organics but not the full range covered by most food scrap programs.  (Cedar Rapids, Iowa, for instance, also includes fruit debris such as apple peelings and cantaloupe rinds, and soiled paper products such as tea bags, paper towels and paper plates.)

· Pilot a government cafeteria food residual collection and composting project

· Pilot composting food residuals and compostable food service ware at public events or publicly sponsored events

· Require submittal of a composting plan in order to obtain a street closure permit for a public event 

· Implement purchasing specifications for compostable food service ware (such as products must be certified as compostable)

· Integrate plans to incorporate food residual recovery into solid waste management plans

· Ban the use of non-essential pesticides on all public and private property

· Maintain a user-friendly comprehensive easy-to-navigate web site dedicated to all aspects of composting from how-to-backyard-compost with rodent-free bins to a list of compost facilities and how to donate edible food.

State Yard Waste:

· Ban use of conventional plastic bags for yard trimmings collection in specific metropolitan areas

· Incentivize use of compostable bags for collection of yard trimmings by allowing tax deductions on State income tax for bag purchases

· Incentivize use of backyard composting bins by allowing tax deductions on State income tax for backyard bin purchases

· Require all state agencies to adopt yard waste reduction practices such as controlled irrigation, precise fertilization usage, grasscyling, selective pruning, on-site composting and mulching/backyard composting, proper organic materials applications, and environmentally beneficial landscape design.  Encourage residences, businesses, and institutions to adopt these practices.

· Require cities and counties or service providers to create the opportunity to recycle, including the establishment of “an effective residential yard debris collection and composting program that includes the promotion of home composting of yard debris, and that also includes either: (A) Monthly or more frequent on-route collection of yard debris from residences for production of compost or other marketable products; or (B) A system of yard debris collection depots conveniently located and open to the public at least once a week…‘Yard debris’ includes grass clippings, leaves, hedge trimmings and similar vegetative waste generated from residential property or landscaping activities, but does not include stumps or similar bulky wood materials.”

Regional Cooperation:

· Implement a regional siting strategy for a large-scale yard trimmings/food residuals composting facility in the DC metro region

State Composting Infrastructure Development Policies:
· Develop example zoning ordinances that define composting, composting facilities and acceptable land uses by right, or by conditional approval

· Streamline regulations/permitting programs:

· Adopt performance based permitting regulations for composting facilities (time/temp; air/odors; storm water quality)

· Allow small on-farm food scraps composting with only registrations, not permits (for less than 250 tons/year)

· Increase flexibility for meeting financial assurance by allowing periodic payments into depository financial instruments

· Require all permitted composting facilities have at least one operator trained via a national or state compost operator training program

· Train all regulators in the basics of composting and organics diversion

State Compost Usage Encouragement Policies:
· Increase funding to cooperative extensions to develop compost usage and benefit education programs for homeowners and landscapers in counties and municipalities

· Increase funding to appropriate state agencies (in Virginia, for e.g., VDACS & VDEQ) to develop compost usage database for web-based downloads of technical information on crop yield increases and disease suppression, sediment loss reduction and erosion prevention, and acid mine drainage remediation due to compost use.

· Ensure state agency and contractor compliance with USEPA Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines for recycled content materials and USDA BioPreferred materials programs

· Require state departments of transportation and other agencies to procure soil amendments by specifying composts certified by the US Composting Council’s Seal of Testing Assurance program

· Give preference in purchasing to in-state-produced compost, or even better, require the state to purchase compost from facilities registered and compliant with the state.

Statewide Economic Incentives:
· Require “Pay-As-You-Throw” solid waste programs in all municipalities

· Promote Industrial Revenue Bond programs for composting facility construction capital

· Encourage Economic Development Authorities to include compost facility sites in their portfolios of industrial sites

· Monetize greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reductions from food scraps diversion from landfilling (~ 0.87 MT CO2eq per ton diverted) by acting as carbon credits aggregator and refunding carbon credits to host municipalities

· Monetize GHG emissions reductions from carbon sequestration due to compost use as a soil amendment (~ 0.35 mt CO2eq reduced/ton used) in same fashion as above

· Incentivize agricultural usage of compost by allowing income tax deductions for purchase price and income tax credits for reductions in nitrous oxide GHG emissions due to replacement of nitrogen fertilizer usage with compost

Other Statewide:

· Maintain a user-friendly comprehensive easy-to-navigate web site dedicated to all aspects of composting from how-to-backyard-compost with rodent-free bins to a list of compost facilities and state regulations.

· Target large generators such as by providing handbooks, resources, and technical assistance (e.g., supermarkets, hospitals, schools, state fairs) on how and where to compost

· Establish a voluntary Supermarket Recycling Program Certification that encourages supermarkets to develop sustainable programs for recycling and reusing organics and other materials.  

· Provide compost use training, and compost use specifications and guidance

· Set tiered materials recovery and waste reduction goals (such as 50% recovery and caps on annual increases in waste generation).

· Implement purchasing specifications for compostable food service ware (such as products must be certified as compostable)

· Prohibit the use of nebulous, false claims like "biodegradable" in plastic packaging by requiring that environmental claims can only be made if the terms used are verified by an existing ASTM standard specification.

· Disposal ban on food residuals (in addition to yard trimmings).

· Require each county develop and adopt a recycling plan that includes the recycling of yard trimmings and food residuals.

