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• Started in Europe in 1995.
• Global in 2000.
• Celebrated in 1,500 cities in 40 countries. 

Car Free Day Background



• Coincides with European Mobility Week.
• Annual campaign on sustainable urban  

mobility, Sept 16-22.
• 2017 theme – ‘Sharing Gets You Further’
• The benefits of shared mobility: 

• reduce expenses 
• lowers carbon footprint 
• makes journey more sociable





• The week culminates in Car Free Day, 
September 22.

• Participating cities set aside one or 
more areas solely for pedestrians, 
cyclists and public transportation for 
the whole day.



International



• Began as D.C. centric in 2007. 
• Regionally in 2008.

Car Free Day Washington DC Region



Downtown DC 2008, 7th & F St. 



Objectives

Main objectives are to: 
• Use Car Free Day as an opportunity to promote 

alternative modes of both commute and non-
commute transportation.

• Encourage commuters and public to take             
online pledge to use car free or car-lite                 
travel methods (and telework).

• Tabulate pledge numbers and measure                   
and emissions impacts.

• Open Streets event



• Not just commuters.
– Seniors
– Students
– Homemakers

• People who ordinarily travel SOV 
to work, classes, and errands.

• Pledge goal 10,000.

Car Free Day Washington DC Region



Marketing and Outreach
• The event web site
• Proclamation
• CFD posters
• Radio
• Donated transit and online space
• Social media (free and paid)
• Text messaging
• Direct mail
• Email
• Press releases
• Public outreach



Car Free Day Web Site

www.carfreemetrodc.org



Pledge Form Questions

• The travel method taken for the 
greatest distance.

• Whether normally Car Free?
• Total miles traveled using              

non-SOV methods.
• Text number
• Name/address



How to be Car Free or Car-Lite

https://youtu.be/YnQ5d51DNEc


Regional Proclamation

2016 TPB Proclamation Signing



Local Jurisdiction Proclamations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



2017 Campaign 



Jurisdiction Events



Social Media



Paid Social Media



Sponsors



Radio Support



Transit 



WMATA



Capital Area Car Free College Campus Challenge 

• American University
• Catholic University of America
• Gallaudet University
• George Washington University
• George Mason University
• Georgetown University
• Howard University
• Marymount University
• Montgomery College
• National Defense University
• National Intelligence University
• Northern Virginia Community College
• Prince George's Community College
• Trinity Washington University
• Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences
• University of the District of Columbia
• University of Maryland College Park



Media Coverage Headlines
• Car Free Day Registration Opens
• Alternative Transportation in the Spotlight
• World Car Free Day is Thursday
• Ditching Your Car on World Car Free Day
• Try Transit Week and Car Free Day 

Encourage Driving Alternatives 
• Car Free Day is Sept. 22
• Car Free Day Campus Challenge
• Go Car Free in Alexandria on World Car 

Free Day!
• Eyes on the Prizes: Car Free Day 2016



Q & A
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