Promoting Trails for
Health, Recreation and
Economic Development

Marci Ross
Assistant Director for Product Development
Maryland Office of Tourism Development
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By definition, promotion is:

the act of furthering the growth or
development of something;

especially . the furtherance of the acceptance
and sale of merchandise through advertising,
publicity and/or discounting
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Tourism promotion is about...

Increasing the awareness of experiences that
are fun, exciting and meaningful.

Example: War of 1812 vs. Star Spangled Banner
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Tourism Promotion includes:

e Packaging

eExhibiting and trade/consumer shows

e Website Development
e Direct mail & e-marketing
e Fulfillment

e Welcome & Visitor Center Operations

WELCOME




Advertising
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select Maryland as their
travel destination.
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Publicity

Generated more than $25 million in positive

travel-related publicity for the State of
Maryland

$25 million

$18 million
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Great Allegheny Passage
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SCHEDULE OF LOCAL EVENTS

Flva ATtar Flva
Muslcs - 10 FM - Town Carrira
May 18 - Saprambar 28

Farmar's Markats - Town Cortra
Thursday & Saturday 0:30 - Z00
Jurs - Oictabar

Sabrday Lval ot Camal Flacs
Muslc7-DFM

Wy - August

Sundayat Town Cantra
Music 1 - 3 P
1urva - Saptambar

sunday Intha Park
Muslc?-DFM
Constkutlon Fark
Wayy - August

Harltaga Days
Junab-10
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Canal Place
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How3 -4, 10- 11
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Great Falls Park, Virginia

Blazes are 2"x6" painted rectangles Natlonal Park Service

on trees that mark trails. Double
blazes indicate trail intersactions
and significant bands in trail
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from start of canal in Georgetown,
Washington, DC
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“F BE PREPARED

Be prepared for the Billy Goat Trail, Section A.
It is a very Physically demanding trail. If you
have doubts about your physical ability to climb
over angled rocks and boulders, please consider
one of the Park's less strenuous trails.

A bicycle detour is provided via Berma Road to
avoid sections of towpath unsafe for cycling.
Access the detour at the Stopgate and Anglers
Inn of the towpath. All gyclists should use Berma
Road.

¥ HAZARDS!

* ALLOW ENOUGH TIME TO FINISH ENTIRE
HIKE BEFORE SUNSET.

* BE PREPARED FOR WEATHER CHANGES AND
EXTREMES.

* CARRY AND DRINK ADEQUATE FLUIDS.

* DO NOT DRINK WATER FROM STREAMS,
RIVER OR CANAL.

*WEAR STURDY HIKING SHOES.

* STAY ON TRAIL AND DO NOT TRAVEL ALONE.

* STAY OFF SLIPPERY ROCKS AND CLIFF FACES.

See reverse for more information.
FOR EMERGENCIES, CALL 911

or 1(866)677-6677
for National Park Ranger Assistance
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Beyond Promotion, Tourism includes:

e Visitor Experience and
Interpretive Product Development
e Research
e \Workforce Development
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Words of Wisdom:

e Know your audience
e Remember your audience
e Deliver on the promotional promise
e Talk to your visitors
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Questions?

For more information, contact Marci Ross
at mross@yvisitmaryland.org




