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By 2020, 

construct 5,000 

certified green 

buildings
(Target revised to show number 

of high-performance buildings.  

The data on square footage of 

LEED commercial construction 

is no longer available) 

By 2020, reduce 

regional 

greenhouse gas 

emissions by 20% 

below 2005 levels

Beginning in 

2014, the region’s

air quality will be 

improving and 

ambient 

concentrations will 

be reduced below 

federal standards 

(0.70)

The region will 

identify, conserve, 

and enhance a 

network of 

protected open 

spaces, parks and 

green infrastructure 

to provide 

ecological benefits, 

wildlife habitat, 

recreational 

opportunities, and 

scenic beauty

By 2050, 50% of 

all sentinel 

watersheds will be 

in good or 

excellent condition

By 2025, achieve 

100% of 

Chesapeake Bay 

Program’s Water 

Quality 

Implementation 

Goals

Beginning in 

2012, the region 

will maintain more 

than 497,500 

acres of its area 

for agricultural 

uses
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Data not updated 

since 2010 100% 480,281
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    Not Determined
✓

(Measures current 

attainment of TMDL 

wastewater nutrient 

limits)


(Original 450,000 acre 

goal adjusted to include 

Charles County)

S
O

U
R

C
E

/
 

L
A

T
E

S
T
 D

A
T
A COG Climate and Energy 

Progress Dashboard -

https://www.mwcog.org/

environment/data-and-

tools/climate-and-

energy-progress-

COG Climate and Energy 

Progress Dashboard -

https://www.mwcog.org/

environment/data-and-

tools/climate-and-

energy-progress-

COG Air Quality 

Dashboard -

https://www.mwcog.org/

environment/data-and-

tools/air-quality-

progress-dashboard/

Chesapeake Bay 

Program GIS data -

https://www.chesapeak

ebay.net/what/data, 

2015-2016

Chesapeake Watershed 

stream health data -

http://www.chesapeake

progress.com/abundant-

life/stream-health

Chesapeake Bay Total 

Maximum Daily Load 

(TMDL) Tracker,

https://tmdl.chesapeake

bay.net/

USDA Census of 

Agricultural -

https://www.agcensus.u

sda.gov/, 2012
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https://www.mwcog.org/environment/data-and-tools/climate-and-energy-progress-dashboard/
https://www.mwcog.org/environment/data-and-tools/climate-and-energy-progress-dashboard/
https://www.mwcog.org/environment/data-and-tools/air-quality-progress-dashboard/
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/data
http://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/stream-health
https://tmdl.chesapeakebay.net/
https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/


TA
R

G
E

T

By 2020, reduce 

regional 

greenhouse gas 

emissions by 20% 

below 2005 levels
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Progress Towards Metropolitan Washington 

Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Goals

Source: COG Climate & Energy Progress Dashboard

https://www.mwcog.org/environment/data-and-tools/climate-and-energy-progress-dashboard/
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By 2020, 

construct 5,000 

certified green 

buildings
(Target revised to show number 

of high-performance buildings.  

The data on square footage of 

LEED commercial construction 

is no longer available) 
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Progress Towards Increasing High Performance Buildings

Source: COG Climate & Energy Progress Dashboard

https://www.mwcog.org/environment/data-and-tools/climate-and-energy-progress-dashboard/
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Beginning in 

2014, the region’s

air quality will be 

improving and 

ambient 

concentrations will 

be reduced below 

federal standards 

(0.70)
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8-Hour Ozone Design Values

Source: COG Air Quality Progress Dashboard 

https://www.mwcog.org/environment/data-and-tools/air-quality-progress-dashboard/
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Annual Total Nitrogen Loads from Regional WWTPs and Population

Annual Total Phosphorus Loads from Regional WWTPs and Population

Potomac Estuary Submerged Aquatic Vegetation
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By 2025, achieve 

100% of 

Chesapeake Bay 

Program’s Water 

Quality 

Implementation 

Goals
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(Measures current 

attainment of TMDL 

wastewater nutrient 

limits)
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Beginning in 2012, 

the region will 

maintain more than 

497,500 acres of 

its area for 

agricultural uses
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(Original 450,000 acre 

goal adjusted to include 

Charles County)
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Source: COG analysis of USDA Census of Agriculture

Acres of Land in Farms

Goal

https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/


8

Region Forward: Measuring Progress

Sustainability Targets — October 2019

Equity

• 2017-2020 Climate & Energy Action Plan

• Incorporate social equity, cultural sensitivity, and community 

health considerations into local climate change planning, 

program, and policy decisions. 
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Equity

• Global Covenant of Mayors Common Reporting Framework

• European Experience – COG is focus of North American definition

• Energy poverty 

• Inability to realize essential capabilities due to insufficient access 

to affordable, reliable, and safe energy services

• Energy Access Plan

• Access of vulnerable populations to 

• Secure energy

• Sustainable energy

• Affordable energy

• Climate Risk Vulnerability Assessment

• Identify, map & assess climate hazards

• Assess vulnerability – assets & populations/vulnerable groups

• Assess adaptive capacity

• Risk = Probability x Consequence
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