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Where’s the “Center” in Centreville?





Burke CenterKingstowne







Fairfax - Route 1



Greenbelt



Metro Offers Unused   

Reverse-Commute Capacity

“Reverse Commute” Metro Train to 
Prince George’s Metro Stations



Virginia

This model of wealthy suburban 

living is starting to fray

Digger

What dying office parks are doing to 

Montgomery County

https://www.washingtonpost.com/va
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/digger


Vienna

Fairfax County Begins Adopting
Transit-Oriented Development

Vienna Metro - 1988



MetroWest Plan at Vienna Metro







Tysons Corner today





What Tyson’s could be:
A Mixed-Use, Walkable Community







Corridor 
Revitalization and 

Vacant and 
Underutilized Land

Sarah Cairney August 2005

Survey of 7 Nodes of 
Commercial Land and 
Parking Lots on Route 
1 in Fairfax County

624 Acres

(2 more nodes to the south)



Burke CenterKingstowne

Route 1 -- Beacon Hill



King’s Crossing

Route 1 - Fairfax



New Transit Options



… and commercial 

strips like this…

Images Created by Urban AdvantageReinventing the Commercial Strip



King Farm



Twinbrook



Great Places Begin

with Great Streets



Streets Ample sidewalks for cafes



Public Spaces
Village green at the Ballston Metro station

• Good public 
space offers 
benches for 
sitting

• Combines 
hardscape and 
green

• Closely connects 
to retail, offices, 
transit









For Their Future



Reston

And Our Own!





Hands on Design



Designing in public



Columbia Pike Community

Urban Design Charette



Example of One Table’s Plan



* Florida Department of Community Affairs Study, by James Duncan AICP & Associates

Infrastructure Costs per Unit

$ 28,042 $ 15,956 
Linear/SuburbanDowntown/Urban



LAND USE, MUNICIPAL REVENUES, AND LAND 

CONSUMPTION: 

PROPERTY TAX REVENUE 

PER ACRE IN FAIRFAX 

COUNTY, VIRGINIA

Alanna McKeeman

Capstone Presentation

APA Conference, Los Angeles

April 15, 2012
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High rise apts condo (9+ stories)

Medium rise apts condo (5-8 stories)

Garden apts condo (1-4 stories)

Townhouse in condo development

High rise apts rental (9+ stories)

Medium rise apts rental (5-8 stories)

Garden apartments rental (1-4 stories)

Single-family detached residential

Townhouse in rental development

Mobile homes

Property Tax Revenue per Acre for a 

Selection of Residential Land Uses

$28,150

$188,900







Community Design & the Built Environment

Standardized Share of Mode for Trips to School:

National Personal Transportation Survey
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McDonald NC. Am J Prev Med 2007;32:509



CDC
Community Design & the Built Environment

• Environmental factors beyond the control of 

individuals contribute to increased obesity rates by 

reducing the likelihood of healthy eating and active 

living behaviors. 

• Environmental factors that influence physical activity 

behavior (26, 27):

– Lack of infrastructure supporting active modes of 

transportation, i.e. sidewalks & bike facilities

– Access to safe places to play and be active

– Access to public transit

– Mixed use & Transit Oriented Developments 
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