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Congressional Notification
September 10, 2008

U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey

Contact:  Kathleen Gohn, USGS Congressional Liaison, 703-648-4242 (kgohn@usgs.gov)


Contact:  Jim Gerhart, Director, MD-DE-DC Water Science Center, 443-498-5501 (jgerhart@usgs.gov)
 

Potential Funding Cuts May Lead to Loss of Critical Streamflow Information in Maryland

The following information describes possible fiscal year 2009 budget reductions that will eliminate funding for U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) streamgages, precipitation gages, and water-quality monitors in Maryland.  We are providing this background on the situation and points of contact for further information or clarification, as your constituents may express concern over the loss of these services.

In response to possible U.S. Army Corps of Engineers funding reductions, there is the likelihood they may be reducing their support for the USGS streamgaging program in the Potomac River basin, often referred to as the “Nation’s river.”  As a result, 3 streamgages or 7 percent of the Maryland network in the Potomac River basin may be discontinued on October 1, 2008.

The USGS continues to work with Federal, State, and local government agencies to seek alternative funding sources so that all data collection at these gages can continue. At the present time, no alternative funding has been found for the Maryland gages.    

The streamgages that may be discontinued on October 1, 2008, provide critical information to the Flood Forecasting and Warning System for the Potomac River basin and are used by the National Weather Service to calibrate models and make flood forecasts. 

Several of these gages are located on the Maryland – West Virginia boundary and are crucial for water resources management in both states. 

All of the streamgages that may be discontinued on October 1, 2008, currently provide information on a real-time basis on the Internet at: http://waterdata.usgs.gov/md/nwis/rt/.  These data are used by citizens and communities to make decisions about water supplies, flood hazards, and recreation.   

The USGS and over 850 other Federal, State, and local agencies cooperatively fund the national USGS streamgaging network.  This partnership has worked well over many years, combining Federal and non-Federal resources to address many of the Nation’s most pressing water resource issues, resulting in great cost savings to both the Federal Government and the States.  However, when budget fluctuations or changes in priorities occur in these other agencies, the network can be affected. 

Streamgages provide information on the quantity and timing of streamflow in the Nation's rivers to help ensure adequate water resources for a healthy environment and economy and to assist in planning for future floods and droughts.  Long records of streamflow (more than 30 years of record) are vital to the characterization of regional hydrologic conditions (for purposes of water supply planning and flood hazard assessments) as well as for documenting and understanding changes that occur in streamflow due to changes in land use, water use, ground-water development, and climate.  All the stream gages in Maryland that may be discontinued on October 1, 2008, have more than 60 years of record (see table 1). 

This information is used by State and local officials, citizens, communities, businesses, and emergency response officials to


Determine flood hazard zones and make building and development decisions, 


Decide to evacuate homes or businesses during a flood, 


Plan for water supply or wastewater treatment facilities, 


Manage water-quality or habitat conditions, 


Design infrastructure such as roads, bridges, and culverts,


Map floodplains for zoning or insurance purposes, 


Assess the sources of pollution in a watershed,  


Accurately estimate streamflow across the whole State for better designed water management systems, and


Decide about the safety of recreational activities such as boating and fishing. 

As part of the USGS National Streamflow Information Program, the USGS operates and maintains a national network of over 7,500 streamgages.


Of these streamgages about 85 percent are funded, in whole, or part by State, local, Tribal, and other Federal agencies.  


Less than 15 percent of the current network is solely supported from appropriations to the USGS National Streamflow Information Program.   

The USGS has the principal responsibility within the Federal Government to provide the hydrologic information and understanding needed by others to achieve the best use and management of the Nation's water resources.  To accomplish this mission, the USGS cooperates with State, local, and other Federal agencies.  These cooperative efforts are intended to be used to inform the public and public officials regarding hazards (such as floods and droughts), water availability, and water quality.  

The following link shows the gages affecting Maryland that face potential funding cuts.  Click on a symbol for more information about each gage: http://pa.water.usgs.gov/maps/discon/mdwv.html

Table 1. – Stream gages that may be discontinued.

	Station Number
	Station Name
	Period of Record
	NWS Forecast Site
	Congressional District

	1596500
	Savage River near Barton
	1948 – Present
	NO
	6

	1600000
	North Branch Potomac River at Pinto
	1939 – Present
	NO
	MD-6/WV-2

	1613000
	Potomac River at Hancock
	1933 – Present
	YES
	MD-6/WV-2


Table 2. – Precipitation gages that may be discontinued.

	Station Number
	Station Name
	Period of Record
	Congressional District

	393026 0790802
	Savage River Dam
	1988 - Present
	MD-6/WV-1

	393405 0785022
	North Branch Potomac at Pinto
	1995 - Present
	MD-6/WV-1


Table 3. – Water-quality monitors that may be discontinued.

	Station Number
	Station Name
	Period of Record
	Congressional District

	1595800
	North Branch Potomac River at Barnum (WV)
	1981 – Present
	MD-6/WV-1

	1595500
	North Branch Potomac River at Kitzmiller
	1981 – Present
	MD-6/WV-1

	1598500
	North Branch Potomac River at Luke
	1986 – Present
	6

	1600000
	North Branch Potomac River at Pinto
	1981 – Present
	6


