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The Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC).

Draft Minutes for AQPAC meeting of Monday, November 21, 2005


Members Present:

Ann Brown, Washing Academy of Sciences

Bill Butler, Mirant

Jim Clarke, Washington Regional Network of Livable Communities

Julie Crenshaw, Stewardship of Creation, Chairperson

Jill Engel-Cox, Joint Center for Earth Systems Technology

Charlie Grimes, Virginia Rural

Brian Holmes, Maryland Highway Contractors Association

Rodney Livingston, District Interracial Com. Environmental Equity (DICEE)

COG Staff 

Joan Rohlfs, Air Quality COG staff

1.  Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda 

Chairperson Julie Crenshaw called the meeting to order.  The Agenda was adopted.  There was one item for new business.   

2. Approval of Minutes 

After amendment to add text for item 5 (the closure of the Mirant Potomac River generating station), the September 19 minutes were approved.

After amendment to add text to item 5 (Jeff King’s notes about the MWAQC control measures workshop) and to clarify the attendance list (to add an institutional affiliation for Jill Engel-Cox), the October 24 minutes were approved.

3. Report on MWAQC and TAC Activities
MWAQC held workshop on control measures in October.  A copy of the power point presentation is in the meeting packet.  Because the Metro Washington area will not be in compliance (with the 8-hour ozone standard) by 2010, new control measures are needed.  Four breakout sessions: (1) power plants, (2) energy efficiency/renewable energy, (3) transportation, and (4) environmental best practices were held for participants to choose to attend two.  

Those attending the power plant group looked at large sources.  There will probably be no multi-state pollution reduction.  More information was requested from the breakout group for the MWAQC.

Those attending the energy efficiency/renewable energy group talked about regulations for NOx retirement and energy efficiency for schools and other buildings.

Those attending the transportation group talked about work on cleaner fleets, using VOCs instead of NOx as the target, New Jersey diesel legislation (including dedication of a percentage of the state corporation tax to pay for diesel retrofits), and Ozone Transport Commission strategies.

Those attending the environmental best practices group looked at mobile sources, green power, green building incentives for developers, smart growth, green islands, anti-idling measures, and episodic air quality action days.

Other MWAQC issues included: (1) creating an emissions inventory, (2) developing criteria for determining RACT (reasonably available control technology), (3) a 3% reduction per year reasonable progress requirement, (4) doing a Reasonable Further Progress analysis for 2008, (5) clarifying the necessity of using reasonably available control measures because of the area’s current nonattainment status. 
Issues awaiting clarification are:  the information to be provided by EPA to DC and MD on the 8-hour ozone standard and compliance and deadlines for PM 2.5. 

MD Governor Robert Ehrlich has announced a “Maryland Clean Power Rule,” which will be published in the Maryland Register in January 2006.  According to a press release, the rule will cut MD power plant emissions by as much as 85% and will cut the current 30% of air pollution entering the Chesapeake Bay.

After a brief discussion, a motion for AQPAC to send a letter to Governor Ehrlich commending this initiative and encouraging him to do more “…”[exact motion wording must appear in minutes] was made by Brian Holmes, and seconded by [seconder name must appear in minutes].  The motion was defeated by a vote of 2-3 with three abstentions.  A second motion to add this item to the January agenda [exact motion must appear in minutes] was made by Jill Engle Cox and seconded by [name of seconder.  The motion passed by a vote of 8-0.


At the TAC meeting, PM2.5 conformity was discussed.  The group looked at PM and NOx precursors.  PM 2.5 transportation conformity analysis requires looking at 2002 and projecting it for 2010, 2020, and 2030.  So far, the only comparable data that can be used for assessment purposes in from MANE-VU, and only seasonal rates are available.  There will be no budget for PM and NOx precursors until there is a SIP.  A PM2.5 inventory is due by 2009.  The AQPAC chair called attention to the article in the November 17 Washington Post article (“Areas Air Quality is Getting Better”) which grossly misrepresented the actual circumstances.  Ms. Rohlfs said that Ron Kirby had phoned her apologizing that the Post reporter had not read the material he had provided and just wrote something.  The chair will contact Ron Kirby about the article and whether he had contacted the reporter.  AQPAC generally believed the article to misrepresent the state of air quality in the region.

4.  Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee (Larry Zaragoza and Lee Schoenecker, Brian Holmes had resigned) reported its recommended nominations for the posts of Chair and Vice Chair via email to AQPAC members – Jill Engle-Cox for Chair and Brian Holmes for Vice Chair.  No nominations were offered from the floor, although it was agreed that nominations from the floor would be entertained at the December meeting, at which the election is to be held.  There will be separate votes for each office.

In the event that the new AQPAC chair cannot attend any MWAQC meeting, the order of priority for getting someone from AQPAC to attend is Larry Zaragoza and if he cannot, Julie Crenshaw.

5. New Business

The chair distributed draft guidelines for Nominating Committee.  The purpose of the guidelines is to prevent inappropriate disclosure of matters that should be held in confidence.  These will be distributed to all members and any comments can be provided before the December meeting so that a final draft can be approved by AQPAC.

Copies of Cool Houston were distributed as an example of one area in the US and as source of ideas. Staff should be sure that those not present today receive a copy, i.e., Larry Zaragoza and Lee Schoeneker.

6.  Adjournment and next meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 6:50pm.  The next AQPAC meeting will be Monday, December 19 from 5 to 7.
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