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What is Asphalt Art?

Asphalt Art 3

Plaza / Pedestrian Space Other InfrastructureVehicle or Parking Lanes

Intersections Crosswalks
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What is Asphalt Art?
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Activating Public SpaceImproving Pedestrian 
Safety

Promoting Community 
Engagement

Images courtesy of Bloomberg



5

Images courtesy of Bloomberg

Volunteer Painting Days

Lancaster, PA

Pittsburgh, PA Richmond, VA

Cincinnati, OH
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Bloomberg Asphalt Art Resources
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Safety Study: Part I
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Context

• Lack of comprehensive 

analysis of asphalt art 

installations 

• Lack of clarity in guidelines and 

standards like the MUTCD

Image courtesy of Bloomberg



Safety Study: Part I
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2009 MUTCD: silent on asphalt art, “Application of Colored Pavement” memo of 

interpretation from 2013 caused some consternation



Safety Study: Part I
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Goal

• Assess the effectiveness of 

asphalt art as a safety 

improvement

• Historical crash analysis

• Observational behavioral 

assessment

Image courtesy of Bloomberg
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Safety Study: Part I
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17 sites

for 

before/after 

crash 

analysis



Safety Study: Part I
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Safety Study: Part I
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5 sites

for 

behavioral 

analysis



Safety Study: Part I
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5 sites

for 

behavioral 

analysis

Crossings involving a conflict

from 4.7% 
to 3.5%



Safety Study: Part I
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Image courtesy of Bloomberg

5 sites

for 

behavioral 

analysis

Crossing against signal or outside of marked crosswalk

from 
27.1% to 

16.8%

from 
15.7% to 

11.5%



Safety Study: Part I
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Image courtesy of Bloomberg

5 sites

for 

behavioral 

analysis

Driver yielding rates

from 50% 
to 63.4%



Safety Study: Part I
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2023 MUTCD: Chapter 3H. Colored Pavement



Safety Study: Part I

Asphalt Art 18

2023 MUTCD: Chapter 3H. Colored Pavement



Safety Study: Part II
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14 Sites

focused on 

curb 

extensions 

with asphalt 

art

72 hours 

before/after

Behavioral 

analysis 

using 

computer 

vision

Near misses

over- speeding, 

lane 

encroachment, 

crossing 

outside  marked 

crosswalk



Safety Study: Part II
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Images courtesy of City of Minneapolis
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Quick Build Implementation:

Strategy for Success 
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Pop-Up Bike Lane: BerlinTemporary Cycleway: Auckland

Slow Streets: Oakland, CA Shared Road: Cebu

Pop-Up Bike Lane: Santo Domingo

Global Quick Build Adoption

Pop-Up Bike Lane: Newport, KY



What Goals Can Quick Builds Achieve?
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All Ages and Abilities Networks – Expansions, Closing Gaps, and Upgrades

Vision Zero – Systemic and Corridor Safety Enhancements

Place Activations – Plazas, Parklets, and Art



Why Choose Quick Builds?
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Rapid 

Installation

Lower 

Cost

Demonstration

Opportunity

Unique 

Benefits



Quick Build Toolkit
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Pavement

Markings

Vertical

Delineation

Physical

Protection



Quick Build - Material Success Strategy
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Reduce implementation complexity

Pick materials that meet design needs

Anticipate maintenance
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Pick materials that meet design needs

• Provide continuous non-mountable 
vertical separation

Streets with high speeds

• Block or discourage vehicle entry

Streets with high incursion risk

• Indicate where parking is allowed

• Avoid door zone conflicts

• Provide accessible pedestrian access 

Streets with parking demand

Source: City of Chicago
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Reduce implementation complexity

Leverage in-house capacity for 
operations

Use on-call contracts and maximize the 
available resurfacing contracts

Bundle multiple locations in single 
procurement 

Source: City of Chicago

Source: NACTO
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Anticipate maintenance

Source: City of Chicago

Maintenance 
Frequency

Maintenance 
Intensity

Low

High

Periodic

Moderate to 
high

High

Low to 
moderate

Graphics Source: NACTO



Can I Use Quick Builds?
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Enabled in the 11th Edition of the MUTCD

Eligible for SS4A, SRTS/TAP, Public Health Funding 

Incorporate FHWA Proven Safety Countermeasures

Implementable through Pavement Marking/Resurfacing Projects

Utilize Standard Materials



Quick Builds in Practice: Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL

Quick Builds 31

Slip 

Lane 

Closure

Paint 

and 

Post 

Bump-

Outs
Bike 

Boxes
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BEFORE AFTER

43% fewer people 
driving over 30 mph

52% fewer people 
biking in door zone

42% fewer people 
failing to stop for 
pedestrians in 
uncontrolled crosswalks
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2017 2018

2021

Pop-up to permanent:

Milwaukee/North/Damen
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2017 20182019 2019

2022

Pop-up to permanent:

State/Kinzie



Quick Builds in Practice: Augusta Blvd, Chicago, IL
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BEFORE

AFTER

35% decrease in people 
driving over 30 mph

29% increase in people 

driver slower than 20 
mph



Why Choose Quick Builds and Asphalt Art?

Quick Builds 37

Rapid 

Installation
Low Cost Demonstration

Opportunity

Unique 

Benefits

SS4A

Eligible



THANK 

YOU!

Eric Hanss, Associate

eric.hanss@samschwartz.com

Sid Shah, Senior Planner

siddharth.shah@samschwartz.com

Asphalt Art - for more info, visit: 

www.asphaltart.bloomberg.org

or contact Nick Mosquera at 

nmosquera@bloomberg.org

mailto:eric.hanss@samschwartz.com
mailto:siddarth.shah@samschwartz.com
http://www.asphaltart.bloomberg.org/
mailto:nmosquera@bloomberg.org
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