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Background: 
Purpose of SB 1383 Legislation

 To substantially reduce methane emissions resulting from the 
decomposition of organic waste in landfills, a significant source of 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions contributing to global climate 
change. 

 Statewide goals:
▫ Reduce the disposal of organic waste by 75% by 2025. 

▫ Recover at least 20% of currently disposed surplus food by 2025. 

Procurement requirements are meant to drive market development 
for recovered organic waste products.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make the point that lots of folks in your jurisdiction are working with this – for us, its Community Development Agency, Environmental Health
The purpose of the procurement requirements is to drive end markets for the materials diverted from landfill.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
CalRecycle thinks jurisdictions should help building end use markets by increasing demand for  post-consumer recycled content paper and recovered organic waste materials. 

Paper is a covered material because paper is made from trees, and is required under this law to be recycled by all generators: that is homes and businesses.

Food waste, green waste and other organic materials diverted from landfill can be converted to four different end products shown here. Jurisdictions are required to purchaser a target amount of these products each year in some combination. We have found that Alameda County does not have renewable gas or biomass available to us, so we are focusing on mulch and compost. As purchasers, you may be helping your city park staff or public works staff with ensuring their purchases of these materials meet the regulatory requirements. We aren’t focusing on these requirements today, but if you want to discuss this topic further, please feel free to reach out to me at a later time. 


Procure—doesn’t mean purchase, but the jurisdiction must either use the product or give it away—can’t re-sell it.

A city can have another entity – direct service provider – procure organics products on its behalf.  We’ll talk more about this too.



Paper Purchasing* Requirements
1. Purchase paper products with a minimum of 30% post-consumer recycled 

content
2. Ensure that the paper purchased is recyclable in local recycling programs
3. Maintain records certifying compliance

*Definition from SB 1383 regulations: “Paper Purchase” means all purchases by a jurisdiction of items in the following 
categories: (A) Paper products. (B) Printing and writing papers. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are just examples of products. The law reads: all paper products and printing and writing paper. It is unclear where that line is drawn – Our strategy is to focus on major buckets of procurement. I’ll be sharing how we are implementing across these for categories a little later in the presentation.



Compliance Pathways May Differ

Centralized Paper 
Commodity Contracts
 Single or small 

number of vendors
 Can include contract 

provisions
 Vendor reporting 

may be available

Centralized Print 
Services Contracts

 Single or small 
number of vendors

 Can include contract 
provisions

 Vendor reporting more 
difficult due to variety 
of products sold

Decentralized Paper 
Purchases

 Unknown list of 
vendors

 Many departmental 
buyers

 Vendor reporting not 
available 

Contract regulations strategy Department training-focused strategy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AS we go through this presentation, I encourage you to think about how you might implement a compliance strategy based on the way you buy different paper products. 
Here is how I think about it for our agency: 




Recycled Content

 Reinforces existing public contract code1

 PCC allows for exceptions for fitness, quality, or higher cost
▫ Can still be in compliance if you document reasons in your implementation record

1

Purchase papers with a minimum of 30% 
post-consumer recycled content (PCR)

1Public Contract Code Section 22150-22154

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Exceptions: What this means is you can still be in compliance if your buying paper with less than 30% PCR if you have a good reason and you document that in your IR.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PCC&division=2.&title=&part=3.&chapter=3.5.&article=


Recyclability

 Means recycling facilities are available to 60% of consumers where product 
is sold

 Require vendors to certify recyclability in writing
 Will not be enforced for products that cannot be recycled, like janitorial 

papers

2

Purchase papers that are eligible to be labeled with an 
“unqualified recyclable label1”

116 Code of Federal Regulations Section 260.12

Presenter
Presentation Notes
as defined in the Federal Trade Commission “Guides for the Use of Environmental Marketing Claims.”
Purpose is to avoid purchasing products that end up being landfilled anyway, such as lined or multi-material products


https://www.ftc.gov/sites/default/files/documents/federal_register_notices/guides-use-environmental-marketing-claims-green-guides/greenguidesfrn.pdf#page=9


Recordkeeping

 Proof of purchase describing volume and type for all paper products
▫ Invoices; must list paper type and quantity
▫ Usage reports

 Vendor certification:
▫ Post-consumer recycled content (this can be waived if available on website, catalog, etc.
▫ Recyclability

 All other documentation supporting compliance
▫ Such as the reason for purchase of products with less than 30% PCR

3

Maintain all documents supporting compliance



Pros and Cons of Regulation

 More “teeth” in advancing 
recycled content purchasing

 May inspire centralized 
contracts, allowing for more 
control

 Increase visibility into agency 
purchasing practices due to 
need for documentation

 Significant extra 
documentation burden

 Pulls staff time away from 
other impactful work



https://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/
purchasing/sb1383.htm

https://www.acgov.org/sustain/what/purchasing/sb1383.htm


Paper Procurement 
Documentation Examples



Proof of Purchase: Option 1

• Require vendor to provide paper 
type and quantity on invoice

• Maintain invoice location in 
implementation record for auditing 
purposes

• Information on recycled content 
and recyclability must also be 
maintained

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Require vendors to include required information on invoices
Paper type and quantity
Usage report works well and easy to get for on-contract commodity purchases: copy paper, office supplies and janitorial papers
Options for non-commodity purchases (e.g., print services, off-contract paper purchases)
Create process for identifying paper purchases in accounting system
Collect information at time of requisition
Collect information at time of invoice




Proof of Purchase: Option 2
For commodity contracts (e.g., copy 
paper, janitorial paper)
 Maintain usage reports in 

implementation record

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Require vendors to include required information on invoices
Paper type and quantity
Usage report works well and easy to get for on-contract commodity purchases: copy paper, office supplies and janitorial papers
Options for non-commodity purchases (e.g., print services, off-contract paper purchases)
Create process for identifying paper purchases in accounting system
Collect information at time of requisition
Collect information at time of invoice




Certification Form
On-Contract Purchases

 Obtain from vendors at 
time of contract and 
whenever product list is 
updated.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For off contract purchases, you may want to set up a certification form for department buys to use to submit the required information for their purchasing. Training will be needed to ensure they use it.



CalRecycle Recordkeeping Tool

https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/recordkeeping/implementationrecord

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CalRecycles reporting tool provides a structure for you to maintain records. 

https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/recordkeeping/implementationrecord


Recovered Organic Waste 
Products Procurement



Recovered Organic Waste 
Requirements

 Procure* a minimum target amount of 
recovered organic waste products every 
year
 Maintain compliance record including:

▫ Purchasing invoices and other records
▫ Contracts & MOU of agreements

 Report annually to CalRecycle

* Procure = obtain for use or to give away, either 
directly or via a contract with a direct service provider

Compost

Mulch



Annual Purchasing Target
 Alameda County is required to procure a target amount of 

compost or mulch products annually
▫ Phase-in schedule for target:

Year Phase-in 
of Target

Compost* 
(cubic yard)

Approximate 
acreage covered**

Approximate 
cost

2023 30% 5,100 150
2024 65% 11,100 325
2025 100% 17,000 500 $600K to $1.7M

*Mulch can be substituted for compost to meet annual target
**Assumes ¼ inch thick application 



Procurement Strategies Overview

County Dept. 
Use (GSA & 

PWA)

Castro Valley 
Sanitary 
District

Alameda 
County 

Resource 
Conservation 

District

Estimated proportion of annual purchasing 
to meet full target, by procurement strategy

 Direct procurement and use 
on County landscapes and 
public rights-of-way

 MOU with Castro Valley 
Sanitary District to count 
compost give-away program

 MOU with Alameda County 
Resource Conservation 
District to operate compost 
subsidy program for farmers, 
ranchers, and community 
gardens



Thank You!
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