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Presentation Items

• Performance Provisions Rulemaking Schedule
• The “Fixing America’s Surface Transportation” (FAST) Act retains the 

MAP-21 performance-based planning requirements with no changes

• Performance Provisions and Regional Coordination

• AASHTO TheWorks Products
• PlanWorks
• Travel Works
• EconWorks
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Performance Provisions Rulemaking Schedule
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Planning Rules
USDOT Significant Rulemaking Report,  as of January 19, 2016
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Final 
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 • Safety Performance Measure Rule
• Highway Safety Improvement Program 
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(Congestion, Air Quality, and Freight)

January 29, 2016 ?

Tr
an

si
t • Transit Asset Management
• National Public Transportation Safety Plan 
• Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan

September 2015 
(Transit Asset)
February 5, 2016 
(Transit Safety)
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Performance Provisions Regional Coordination

• TPB staff are continuing to refine data for the performance 
measures for the TPB metropolitan planning area in:

• Highway Safety: Number and Rate of Fatalities and of Serious Injuries
• Highway Condition: Percentage of Pavement and of Bridges in Good 

condition and in Poor condition

• Preliminary analysis shared with State DOTs and Technical 
Committee in December

• Next step is to discuss forecasting and target setting 
methodology. 

• Technical consistency desired across different methodologies.
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AASHTO TheWorks Products
https://planningtools.transportation.org/

Portfolio of three efforts from the SHRP2 (Strategic Highway 
Research Program): PlanWorks, Travel Works, EconWorks.  

• Capacity research to develop tools to systematically integrate 
environmental, economic, and community requirements into the 
analysis, planning, and design of new highway capacity.

• Collaborative Decision-Making Framework using web-based tools that 
can be used as a troubleshooting guide or a roadmap for changing a 
transportation agency’s process when planning and developing 
highway projects.

• Help navigate critical decision points for long-range transportation 
planning, corridor planning, programming, and environmental review 
and permitting.

• Make use of case studies to provide examples and quantitative 
support for decisions.
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PlanWorks

https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/planworks/

https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/planworks/
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• Web Resource 
• Supports Collaborative Decision Making
• Built Around Key Decision Points

– Long-range Planning
– Programming
– Corridor Planning
– Environmental Review

• Four Major Components
– Decision Guide
– Assessments
– Applications
– Library

What is PlanWorks?
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Decision Guide





Product Purpose
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• Case Studies A web tool that planners can 
use to quickly see the range of 
economic development 
impacts that occur as a result 
of different types of projects in 
different settings

• Tools for Assessing 
Wider Economic 
Benefits of 
Transportation 

A suite of new spreadsheet-
based analysis tools that 
estimate ‘wider benefit’ 
measures for proposed 
projects.

Tool expands range of economic benefit analysis for 
transportation (primarily highway) investments, using:



EconWorks Case Studies: Objectives

•Identify LONG-TERM Economic Impacts from 
New/Capacity-Enhancing Highway Investments

– Justification for Funding
•Illustrate the Interaction between Highway Infrastructure 

and Non-Highway Investments and Initiatives
– Development Insights, Outcomes of Complementary Factors 

•Develop Preliminary Assessment Guidance for Policy-
makers and Practitioners

– Foundation for Ex-Post Evaluation, Observations vs. Modeling
•Design Case-Based Web-Based Tool for Illustrating and 

Communicating Economic Impacts
•Create Flexible System for Adding New Cases
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Enable Wider Economic Benefits (W.E.B.) Analysis
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Transportation 
Network 

Characteristics

Traditional 
Tools

EconWorks 
W.E.B Tools

User Benefits
Travel Time, 
Travel Cost, 

Safety

Wider 
Economic 
Impacts

Efficiency & 
Productivity

Uses for EIA, 
BCA, or MCA

EconWorks W.E.B. Tools

Productivity Gain from Wider Economic Benefits
• Enhance reliability for business-related travel: congested 

bottlenecks, product inventory & delivery
• Enhance accessibility for business-related travel: labor market, 

material supplier market, customer market routes between 
clusters or communities in a region

• Enhance intermodal connectivity for business-related travel: 
ground access to, or service at, intermodal terminals



• Estimating the impact of congestion reduction on reducing
“non-recurring” incident delays that leads to wide variability in
travel times.

• Calculate the value of improving predictability and reducing
“buffer-time”.

Trips (in 000's)
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95th Percentile
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Example: Reliability of Travel Time
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TravelWorks

Advanced Travel Analysis Tools to address transportation 
planning and modeling challenges.
• Quickly compare the broad impacts of various land use, 

investment and policy scenarios on travel demand using a 
Rapid Policy Analysis Tool (RPAT)

• Improve the sensitivity of my travel demand model to 
congestion, travel time reliability and pricing

• Understand how operational improvement strategies affect 
highway capacity

• Build an activity-based model integrated with dynamic 
traffic/transit assignment (Integrated Dynamic Travel Model)
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