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URBAN RESILIENCE

Is the capacity of individuals, 

communities, institutions, 

businesses, and systems within 

a city to survive, adapt, and 

grow no matter what kinds 

of chronic stresses and acute 

shocks they experience.

Source: 100 Resilient Cities
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Design. Iterate. Create Shared Intent. Invent New Modalities.

Both Strategic and Tactical











- Smart Microgrids: Development of “microgrids” for key infrastructure, ensuring that communities and key 

community assets remain operational even when disaster strikes. 

- Resilience Corridors in Wards 7 and 8: Aligning infrastructure improvements in targeted neighborhoods 

with leveraged projects and programs from across District agencies, is an early approach to resilience 

favored by Resilience Cabinet members and community stakeholders.

- Resilience Hubs: A national model has emerged in creating community centers – or redesigning parts of 

existing centers - to support interconnectedness, preparedness activities and even job training.  

- Resilient Communities: Infrastructure projects aimed at lessening the burden of construction and 

development on low-income communities with vulnerable populations (air quality monitoring, noise 

sensors, increased green space). 

- Anacostia Waterfront Enhancements: Projects aimed at increasing community interconnectedness using 

the Anacostia waterfront as a platform for recreation and activity – bringing direct value to nearby 

neighborhoods.

The Resilience Innovation Fund – A Commitment to Leverage
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Opportunities for Intentionality with 100 RC

Access

• Enhancing Movement and 
Connections
– Architecture and design to link low-

income neighborhoods to city assets.

– Plans and designs for no-cost recreation/ 
green space.

– Methods for measuring and evaluating 
access and use.

Enjoying the River

• Maritime activities
– School enrichment programs.

– Neighborhood cohesion planning.

– Public health strategies around green-
space and waterways.

– Water and urban design.



Opportunities for Intentionality

Engagement

– Strategies around engagement through 
technology.

– Technology solutions supporting 
volunteerism and cohesion.

– Engagement strategy and platform for 
community decision-making and priority 
setting. 

Preparedness

– Resilience asset mapping and modeling.

– Architectural solutions for

• flood mitigation.

• Flood-resistant facility design.

• Vacant property revitalization planning.



Emerging Frame for Resilience

- Planers and program operators must adapt and 
learn together.

- Shock and stress personnel must be better 
integrated and expand their thinking.

- We must improve at integrating lessons learned.

- We must provide the laboratory for the 
innovations we need.

- We must rethink how leadership approaches 
resilience.


