Food and Agriculture in the Region

 COG has been working on
agriculture since 2006

 Broadened to Regional Food
Systems Program in 2016

* Vision: Stand up Regional Food
and Agriculture Economy
Commission to provide an on-
going forum for coordination on
food security, resiliency, and other
key issues
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WHAT OUR REGION GROWS
To Eat and Drink

Agriculturc’s Past, Preceent, and Future in and around the
Matrapolitan Washingtan Regian

January 2019

Metropolitz
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Above: COG’s Regional Ag Work Group
worked with staff to release What Our Region
Grows in 2012 and 2019 (pictured)
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https://www.mwcog.org/documents/2019/01/18/what-our-region-grows-farmers-market-farming-urban-agriculture/

Regional Food Systems Program in
COVID-19

* Weekly regional calls
with local leaders to
Share fOOd Security FOOD RESOURCES DURING COVID-19:
and food assistance HELP YOUR NEIGHBORS
Issues, needs

* Monitoring food

Have you volunteered your time or made a financial
donation to a food bank or other

Su pply chain with non-profit serving your community in the past?

partners Both are needed now more than ever if you're able to help.
* Sharing resources

and contacts with (o) o bbb’

member jurisdictions

* Developing
communications on
food
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https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2020/04/09/finding-food-in-the-region-in-the-face-of-covid-19-farmers-market-farming/

How Can Local Leaders Help?

Use an equity lens

* Support food banks, food pantries, and other food providers with
financial contributions, volunteer services.
* Remember providers serving especially vulnerable populations (i.e.
Latinx immigrants)
* Make other connections to the regional food economy when possible
(i.e. farmers, food hubs, restaurants)

e Support advocates for stronger safety net programs (i.e.
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program - SNAP) and local food
policy changes

 Examples: DC, MD, and VA Hunger Solutions, local food policy councils

* |nvest in coordination of food assistance, technical assistance and
other services to farmers, food entrepreneurs, etc.
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More Information

Lindsay Smith
(202) 962-3307
Ismith@mwcog.org

Brian LeCouteur
(202) 962-3393
blecouteur@mwcog.org

Steve Bieber
(202) 962-3219
sbieber@mwcog.org

mwcog.org

777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20002
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