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DATE:

June 13, 2012

TO:

Members, COG Board of Directors

FROM:

Eric Olson 

Vice Chair, Prince George’s County Council

Chairman, Region Forward Coalition

Region Forward is the National Capital Region’s adopted vision plan for ensuring that metropolitan Washington continues to be an attractive place to live, work, and play while addressing four main interconnected regional challenges of economic growth, equity, aging infrastructure, and a healthy environment.  Region Forward contains targets and metrics for the purpose of regularly measuring progress towards our shared regional goals which are designed to address these challenges and enhance our quality of life.   

This Baseline Progress Report measures our current steps towards achieving these targets, establishes a baseline for measuring success in the future, and  increases awareness and accountability among local governments, regional agencies, and stakeholder organizations.  The report notes that, of the 28 goals, targets and indicators adopted in Region Forward, 7 are identified as “Major Challenges” that will require significant technical, policy or investment decisions well beyond our current efforts.   An additional 12 were categorized as “Moderate Challenges” that warrant attention to ensure that our progress is sufficient to achieve those goals.

The report is a tool for residents and leaders to understand where we stand, where we are making progress, and where we are struggling to achieve our shared goals  in areas such as transportation, land use, the environment, climate and energy, affordable housing, economic development, health, and public safety.   The broad issues highlighted below are significant factors underpinning our major regional challenges in the Progress Report.  

· Built Environment – Much of the region’s built environment contributes to high energy costs, CO2 emissions, asthma, obesity, diabetes, and poor access to key jobs, goods, and services; 
· Prosperity – Despite the region’s general affluence and success, inequities exist as some communities face high concentrations of poverty and unemployment; low-wage jobs; low-performing schools and low educational attainment; lack of affordable housing choices; and poor health outcomes; 
· Transportation Funding – New revenue and dedicated funding is needed to support our existing transportation system and expansion efforts; and
· Water Quality – Developed land uses, including impervious surfaces such as roads are stressors on waterways such as streams and the health of the Chesapeake Bay.
The report’s findings demonstrate new and intractable regional challenges that will require forward thinking, innovation and collaboration. In areas where the region is struggling to achieve our goals, we may need to reexamine our institutions, leadership structures, and policies to remain competitive on the global stage.   
Now is the time to focus on the region’s long-term future; the communities we leave to our children and future residents will depend on our ability to seize the moment, make hard decisions, and see them through.



