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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Transportation Planning Board 
 
FROM: Ronald F. Kirby, Director 
  Department of Transportation Planning 
 
DATE: January 18, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Launch of “TPB Weekly Report” and Other Changes to TPB Social and 

Electronic Media Outreach Strategy and Products 
 
 
On Tuesday, January 17, the TPB launched “TPB Weekly Report,” a new online publication that 
will highlight the findings of recent TPB research, analysis, outreach, and planning efforts. This 
follows and responds to a recommendation in the May 2011 US DOT certification report on the 
region’s transportation planning process that the TPB “explore other methods and media to 
provide information to the public.” 
 
“TPB Weekly Report” is designed to provide brief, timely summaries of recent work, along with 
links to key documents and presentations, and is expected to be of interest to anyone following 
regional transportation and planning issues in metropolitan Washington. 
 
The first issue of “TPB Weekly Report” was sent out to nearly 600 digital subscribers via email 
on January 17. It highlights the impact that tight funding for transportation has had on the 
projects and programs in the 2010 Constrained Long-Range Plan. A printed copy of the first 
issue is attached to this memo. 
  
In conjunction with the launch of “TPB Weekly Report,” staff have made or will make other 
changes to the TPB’s social and electronic media outreach strategy and products, to include: 
 

• Launch of a TPB Twitter feed, through which staff will announce upcoming board and 
committee meetings; release of key studies, presentations, reports, and publications; 
public comment periods; and, other relevant information. Follow us: @NatCapRegTPB. 
 

• Review of TPB Facebook page and coordination with Twitter outreach, to ensure a more 
consistent feed of timely, relevant information. 
 

• Formatting changes to “TPB News”, to establish consistency with “TPB Weekly Report” 
and other outreach products. 



   

 

"TPB Weekly Report" is a new
online publication designed to
provide brief, timely summaries of
recent TPB research, analysis,
outreach, and planning in the
metropolitan Washington region.

The first few issues of the report
will be sent to individuals who are
already subscribed to one or more
existing TPB email distribution lists.
To ensure that you receive future
issues, please visit
www.mwcog.org/subscribe to add
"TPB News & TPB Weekly
Report" to your subscriptions.

Questions and comments about
"TPB Weekly Report" should
be directed to Ben Hampton at
bhampton@mwcog.org.

 

   
  

 

Related Links

The Financially Constrained
Long-Range Transportation
Plan for the National Capital
Region (adopted 11/17/10)

Presentation to TPB (11/17/10)

CLRP Documents from Previous
Years:
2009, 2008, 2007, 2006

CLRP Website

 

 
  

 

More From TPB

Social Media
- Facebook
- Twitter (@NatCapRegTPB)

Periodic Publications
- TPB News
- The Region

 

   

January 17, 2012

Tight Funding Crimps Region's Long-Range
Plans for Transportation

 

In the most recent major update to the region's long-range plan for
transportation, a number of significant projects to improve the region's
transportation system were delayed and others removed altogether in light of
updated estimates of how much money will be available for transportation
through 2040.
 
Federal regulations require that the plan—referred to as the Constrained
Long-Range Plan, or CLRP—only include those projects and programs for which
funding is "reasonably expected to be available" over the next 30 years.
 
Maintained by the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB),
the plan paints a picture of what the region's network of roads, transit, and
bicycle and pedestrian facilities will look like 30 years from now, and how well
that network will meet the needs of those who will live, work, and do business
here.
 
A handful of "big-ticket" highway and transit projects accompany hundreds of
smaller projects and programs ranging from highway landscaping and new bike
lanes to ridematching services for commuters interested in carpooling and
emergency response programs to cope with disruptions from natural disasters
and other major incidents.
 
In total, the CLRP includes nearly $223 billion in planned transportation
improvements to be built or completed by 2040.
 
But these improvements will fall short of meeting the growing needs of a region
expected to add nearly 1.5 million new residents and 1.2 million new jobs
during the same time—increases of 28% and 37%, respectively, compared to
2010.
 
The number of lane-miles of congestion on the region's roadways during the
morning rush-hour, for example, is expected to increase by 38% by 2040. In
outer suburban jurisdictions, the number is projected to more than double.
 
And tight funding will put limits on the region's public transit system, too.
 
Existing commitments from the federal, state, and local governments for
WMATA to purchase new railcars and expand service on Metrorail will only keep
up with anticipated ridership growth through 2020. Without additional funding,
the region can expect more crowded railcars and stations, added delays, and
more travelers being forced to use already crowded roadways.
 
Such predictions, which are the result of a comprehensive analysis of how well
the region's planned transportation system will perform in 2040, are also
included in the CLRP.
 
Using forecasts of population changes, job growth, and where new
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development will occur in the future, the TPB can estimate where, when, and
how far people will travel around the region 30 years from now, and whether
they will travel by car, transit, bicycle, or on foot.
 
These travel forecasts are then used to predict things like future congestion
levels on the region's highways and transit systems, whether residents will have
better access to jobs, and how travel patterns will impact local air quality and
the global climate.
 
The results of the performance analysis show the lasting impact that funding
decisions now will have on the ability of the region's transportation system to
move people and goods efficiently and to improve economic opportunity and
enhance quality of life in the Washington region.
 
Because the CLRP is financially-constrained, and because it is the only regional
plan for transportation agreed to by each of the states, counties, and
municipalities in metropolitan Washington, it provides the most realistic
prediction of how the region's transportation system will evolve, assuming the
existing trajectory of funding and planning continues.
 
As such, the CLRP serves as the best starting point from which the region's
leaders, policy-makers, and residents can work together to address critical
funding constraints and to map a better way forward for transportation in
metropolitan Washington.

 

The National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB) is the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for
the Washington region. The TPB is responsible for directing the continuing transportation planning process carried out
cooperatively by the states and the local communities in the region. The TPB is staffed by the Department of
Transportation Planning of the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments.
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