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Chesapeake Bay Watershed Municipal and Industrial Wastewater 
Treatment Facilities Discharged Nitrogen Loads: 1985-2015



http://gis.chesapeakebay.net/air

35 million lbs. reduction to Bay: 1985-2015



Potomac Underwater Bay Grass Continuing to Come Back

11X 1978 
Acreage!
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Upcoming State Cabinet Secretary/Federal 
Counterparts’ Policy Decisions

December 2016 May 2017 December 2017

Phase III WIP Planning 
Methodology

Draft Phase III WIP 
Planning Targets

Final Phase III WIP 
Planning Targets

Conowingo Dam extra 
loads allocation

Final Phase 6 modeling 
tools

Presentation of Local
Engagement Strategies

Climate change 
assessment procedures

Use of 2025 conditions in 
Phase III WIPs

Presentation of final 
Midpoint Assessment 
Profiles

Range of options for 
addressing climate 
change in Phase III WIPs

Quantification of 
Conowingo Dam extra 
loads to be offset

Recommendations on 
Local Area Targets

If, when and how to 
address climate change 
in Phase III WIPs
Presentation of final 
Phase III WIP 
expectations



Phase III WIP 
Expectations



Phase III WIP Expectations and Schedule
Draft Expectations
• Optimize pollutant load reducing practices between 2018-2025
• Develop comprehensive local and federal engagement strategies 
• Ensure new loads are offset
• Adjustments to Planning Targets 
• Jurisdiction-specific expectations 
• Placeholders for Conowingo, climate change, and local area 

targets



Local Area 
Targets



CBP Local Area Targets Task Force

11

Task Force Recommendations Schedule

Preliminary Recommendations October – December 2016

Partnership Webinar February 2017
Final Recommendations March – May 2017

• Why local area targets?
 Raise awareness of local partners’ contributions, responsibilities

• Task Force charged to develop recommendations on: 
 Local area targets should be established; and if so
 Options for how those targets could best be expressed

• Preliminary options discussed by Task Force include:
 Percentage and quantification of BMP implementation goals
 Programmatic Goals (e.g., post-construction performance standards)
 Numeric nutrients and sediment reduction goals 

• Bottom Line: Flexibility is key!!



Rural SettingsUrban/Suburban Settings

Chesapeake Bay Watershed Land Cover Data

Phase 5 Phase 6



MWCOG 
Members 

Opportunities to 
Engage in 
Midpoint 

Assessment



Phase 6 Land Use Production Schedule 

• September 30: Complete initial production of 
Phase 6 land use datasets for all counties in the 
watershed and disseminate for local review

• October 31: All local reviews of the Phase 6 land 
use datasets are complete

• November 4: All responses to reviewer 
comments are complete

• December 2: Phase 6 land use (1985 – 2014), 
delivered to the Partnership’s Watershed 
Modeling Team



Web Accessible Tools for Local Partners
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