National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board
777 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite 300, Washington, D.C. 20002-4290 (202) 962-3310 Fax: (202) 962-3202  TDD: (202) 962-3213

MEMORANDUM

TO:

MOITS Traffic Signals Subcommittee

FROM:
Jim Yin


Transportation Engineer IV
DATE:

February 20, 2009
SUBJECT:    
National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board 2009 Questionnaire on Traffic Signal Optimization Status
______________________________________________________________________________
Background

At the January 28, 2009 meeting, the Transportation Planning Board requested a status report on traffic signal optimization in the region. This request was in the context of the annual update of the regional Constrained Long Range Transportation Plan (CLRP), which is currently under discussion, so an update is required as soon as possible. We specifically have been requested to bring this update to the TPB March 18 meeting.

Previously, a full presentation was made to the TPB on signal optimization in the region in November 2005, at the end of the adopted Transportation Emissions Reduction Measure (TERM) addressing optimization. Staff also worked with the Traffic Signals Subcommittee to draft an update of this in the 2006/2007 time frame, but this was never taken forward to the TPB for a briefing, and is now out of date. The 2006/2007 effort was fairly substantial, with an electronic survey to be filled out, and requested for detailed information not only on optimization, but on other signals issues as well.

Given time constraints, this year’s survey will be a much simpler survey, only focusing on regional traffic signal optimization, and only for the last 3 calendar years (2006 – 2008). On the next page, we ask that you complete the answers to a few short questions according to the instructions. If you don’t have exact information available, please provide the best estimates you can. 

Deadline and Conference Call

Please send information to me at jyin@mwcog.org. The deadline for completion of this survey is close of business on March 2, 2009. This short deadline accommodates the short time frame of the TPB long-range plan discussions. Also, we will be holding a special Conference Call of the Traffic Signals Subcommittee on Wednesday, March 4, 2009, from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM, to discuss the survey and related issues. Please watch your email for more details and call-in information on this conference call.

If you have any questions, please contact me at jyin@mwcog.org or (202) 962-3361. Thank you again for your time and attention to this matter.










Continued…

2009 Metropolitan Washington Traffic Signal Optimization Survey

1.
Respondent contact name and information for this survey:

Name:


Title:

Agency:

Phone:

Email:

2.
Total number of traffic signals (signalized intersection) in your agency’s or jurisdiction’s system as of December 31, 2008. Note: This total should be the sum of your answers to number 3, 4, and 5 below. Do not include traffic signal that are not subject to timing or adjustments due to general traffic flows, such as exclusive firehouse signals or school crossing flashers.

Answer:

3.
Number of signals optimized during the period of calendar years 2006 to 2008 by using traffic signal timing software such as Synchro™. 

Answer: 

4.
Number of signals checked and (if necessary) adjusted during the period of calendar years 2006 to 2008 by means other than traffic signal optimization software. This will include signals that were checked whether or not they ended up needing a timing adjustment. Exclude any signals that were optimized by Synchro™ during the same period and counted under question 3 above.

Answer: 

5.
Number of signals not analyzed or checked during the period of calendar years 2006 to 2008. Exclude any signals counted in either question 3 or question 4 above.

Answer:

6.
Optional – Please use the following space to describe other traffic operation activities or accomplishments you would like to note or include in this survey, including but not limited to such as number of signal timing plans your agency uses, any current or upcoming major hardware/software upgrades, or other activities you wish to highlight:
