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Emily Wenger | Larimer County Hazardous Waste
ewenger@larimer.org




Larimer County

Hazardous Waste
By the Numbers

Larimer County Population:
360,000

Hazardous Waste Managed
(2020): 1,086,000 Ibs.

Households Served (2020):
20,000

Full Time Staff: 5
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PROBLEMS

e Close call at recycling facility in 2018
o Weekly fires at landfill and recycling facility
e Fire risk to existing and new Infrastructure
e Fueled by new waste streams






APPROACHES

”’

Articles

Design
Contest

Sticker Posters




CONTEST

Larimer.org/SolidWaste/Batteries
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CONTEST OUTCOMES:

Flexibilty and
resourcefulness led to far
reaching engagement with
the community.




GEALERT.  DAMAGED, DEFECTIVE, AND
POSTCARD e s RECALLED BATTERIES

SAFE HANDLING TIPS

« DO NOT throw DDR batteries
away or place them in the
recycling.

. Seal each one in a plastic bag.
« Transport them carefully to a
hazardous waste facility for

safe and proper recycling.

They are likely to

start a fire or R

explode if they are =785 " 8§ Ei=#4E  More information:
thrown in the trash % =@ 3 -8 e larimer.org/

or recycling. Phafting. o ol solidwaste/
Photo Credit: JBaker 5280 Fire ; - batteries




POSTCARD OUTCOMES:

Addressing a specific
problem for a partner made
this approach successful.
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BEALERT,  yAPE BATTERY
fllll!IHEENRIJAITTERIES SAFETY

SAFE HANDLING TIPS

VAPE BATTERIES

b 0B HazkRDis
I

Store vape batteries at
room temperature.

Extreme temperatures
can damage batteries.

\ Vape devices are often 72°F
powered by lithium

batteries. They can be
hazardous if discarded

improperly.

.

. |

Bag extra batteries
individually or store
them in a case.
Batteries can spark if

( E (“ they rub against one
another.

Do not store loose
batteries with coins

or keys. These . N\ 4
materials — . . ‘l
condu‘c? N _._‘ -
electricity .'- g e
which may v o

cause the battery
to short circuit and
create heat.

Iéa_rimgr County Reaidents: gesidgnt':; of other

TAKE AI-I- VAPE Flg:?eh?ﬁgiigfdtofs Waste Eglggia;aetst;eries to the
BATTER I ES Tu A Lzz;ljd t:.frit::'the faacz”a"r:v ?#if;uuarséguntv.
BATTERY REEYELINE Larimer County Landfill:
SITE : Fort Collins, CO 80326
Scan the code to ‘_ﬁ, i OPEN Monday, Tuesday,
find out where. 1 Thursday, Friday and LARIMER

] % . Saturday COUNTY

(=] 2 8 am - 4:30 pm '
larimer.org/solidwaste/batteries CLOSED Wednesday and
Sunday



POSTER OUTCOMES:

Provided an opportunity to
engage with local businesses.



WEBSITE

www.larimer.org/solidwaste/batteries

Be Alert! Divert Hidden Batteries

f %

BE ALERT!

NEVER PUT BATTERIES IN THE

‘. TRASH OR RECYCLING.
RECYCLE THEM PROPERLY AT
BE AI-ERT- A DESIGNATED SITE.

DIVERT SCROLL DOWN TO FIND OUT WHERE TO RECYCLE.

HIDDEN BATTERIES

Do D .

Prevent Fires by Recycling Batteries Fi'r«::n|::r+sa-rlj,,rr

Batteries ignite about 3-5 f|re5 per month at the solid waste facility -:: hem are extinguished while they are still smmall, but all fires have
the potential to be disastrous. The fire pictured above ha F3F3" edin a—I ust 13 Awell-meani ng community y member tossed a battery in the
recycling bin, hoping to recycle it. At some point during transport or pr ocess ng, the battery caused a spark, setting the surrcunding paper
and cardboard ablaze. A quick-thinking recycling worker noticed smoke :mJ_,,“ﬂ::n:dl to the bu -:1-::-;-: to [3_I;|"| the inferno outside. First
responders arrived and helped to stifle the flames before they spread to the building. You can help prevent fires by keeping batteries out of
the trash and conventional recycling.

Help Spread the Word - Be Alert Toolkit

You I p spread the word that batteries don't belong in the trash or recycling by sharing the resources in the Be Alert Campaign Toolkit
More info about how to use it below




WEBSITE OUTCOMES:

Served as a central space
for the campaign.



DIGITAL

P social Media Posts

I UULKI I B Images for Newsletters

Files

https://bit.ly/30GQIC3

Seeel BE ALERT,
DIVERT

B IR

B  Newsletter Blurbs and...

Posters

Fact Sheets

Be Alert Press Release

My Drive > Be Alert Battery Safety Campaign Digital Toolkit ~ 2

Mame )

Images for the Web
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e BE ALERT,

DIVERT

HIDDEN BATTERIES

Battery Safety Worksh...




ALMOST IT CAN TAKE

EVERYDAY, N

in a landfill — and it releases
3 battery fire at 3 waste toxic chemicals as it does.
processing facility'makes the news

somewhere in-the US or Canada.
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BE ALERT, DIVERT
RIDBEN BATTERIES

Batteries are hidden in all sorts of everyday things but they should
never be put in the trash or recycling. Be alert when you are
throwing something away and divert batteries for proper recycling.
Scan the code below to find out where to recycle batteries properly.

Find out more about how
to recycle batteries at:

WWW.LARIMER.ORG/SOLIDWASTE/BATERIES

IT MAY NOT BE DEAD,
RECYCLE INSTEAD

Think that battery is dead? Think again. Even "dead" batteries contain a
residual charge and can spark back to life when they are thrown away.

Take batteries to a designated facility to ensure they are handled safely.
Scan the code below to find out where to take them.

BEALERT, ouwc v
DIVERT WWW.LARIMER.ORG/ .
HIDDEN BATTERIES  SOLIDWASTE/BATTERIES El..r. o

]L.

O\

GIVE YOUR
BATTERIES A
LIFE

BE A.I.EHT. FOR MORE INFORMATION,

SCAN THE CODE DR GO
nI‘JEHT WWW.LARIMER.ORG/

HIDDEN BATTERIES  squiowasTE/BATTERIES [ e it

Batteries can be recycled
into new things, but only
if they're diverted from
the trash and regular
recycling.

Take batteries to a
battery recycler or
hazardous waste
facility for proper
recycling. Scan the
code below to find out
where to take them.




DIGITAL TOOLKIT OUTCOMES:

Helped determine
cohesive messages and
visuals for campaign.




CAMPAIGN OUTCOMES:
ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES

e |Invited to speak In classrooms

e Led to partnership with faclilities to revamp
county employee battery recycling program

e Opportunities to educate local businesses
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Emily Wenger | Larimer County Hazardous Waste
ewenger@larimer.org



