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December Improvements to data.census.gov

Recent improvements to data.census.gov
• Navigation
• Result page
• Filtering
• Mapping
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Navigation Improvements: New Filter Panel

New filter panel is 
accessible on all 
pages for you to 
view and edit 
your search 
criteria
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Demo

1. Navigation and Result List
Example: Total Population in Washington DC in 2010 

2. Filtering
Example: 2020 Census Population Counts by Race for

• Montgomery County, MD 
• Fairfax County, VA
• Washington DC Metro Area
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Single Search Bar
• Type keywords in 

the single search 
bar: total 
population 
Washington DC

• Press enter
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View All Results Page

• New feature 
breaks down 
the number of 
tables, maps, 
and pages

• New visual 
update shows 
image of map in 
Geography 
Profile link
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View Table Results Page

• Click Tables at 
the top

• New panel on 
the left for 
filters

• Table toolbar 
options shown 
in all table and 
map views
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Collapse Filters and Results Panels

• Click the Filters 
and Results 
buttons or 
chevrons to 
close the panels
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View Full Table

• You will see the 
full table across 
your screen 
when the Filters 
and Results 
panels are 
closed

• Click the Filters 
and Results 
buttons to open 
the panels again
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Select Filter

• Use the filter 
panel to add a 
filter:

Years → 2010

• Click the “X” at 
the top of the of 
the years filter 
panel to close it
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Browse List of Table Results

• Choose 
whether you 
want to view 
10, 25, or 50 
table results at 
a time in the list

• Page through 
table results 
using new 
options at the 
bottom
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View Filters Types

• Click the 
question mark 
at the top of the 
filter panel

• Learn about the 
different types 
of filters in the 
pop-up window
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Lock Icon vs “x”

• A lock icon 
means the filter 
is based on text 
from the single 
search bar

• An “x” means 
the filter is 
based on a 
check box you 
selected
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Removing a Filter

• Click the “x” to 
remove a filter 
you no longer 
need
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View All Products

• Click View All 3 
Products

• Click 2010: DEC 
Redistricting 
Data (PL 94-
171)
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View Table

• View results
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Filtering: Most Common Geographies

New “Most 
Common 
Geographies” at 
the top of the list.

All Other 
Geographies in an 
alphabetized list 
below.
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Filtering: Simplified View

The site will show 
you only one 
section of the 
filter panel at a 
time.

Breadcrumbs 
show the 
previous clicks 
you made.
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Filtering: Incompatible Options Hidden from View

You will no longer 
see filters that are 
incompatible with 
your current 
selections
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Demo

1. Navigation and Result List
Example: Total Population in Washington DC in 2010 

2. Filtering
Example: 2020 Census Population Counts by Race for

• Montgomery County, MD 
• Fairfax County, VA
• Washington DC Metro Area
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Open the Filter Panel
• Select Advanced

Search to open the 
filter panel
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Geography Filter Panel

• Click Geography
in the left filter 
panel

• Most common 
geographies are 
at the top of the 
list, with all 
other 
geographies in 
an alphabetized 
list below
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Select County

• Click County
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Select Montgomery County, MD

You will now see 
only one section of 
the panel at a time

A check box is a 
final selection, and 
a folder provides 
more detailed 
options

• Select
Maryland

• Select
Montgomery 
County, 
Maryland
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Navigate Backwards in the Geography Filter Panel

• View filter for 
Montgomery County in the 
upper left

• You may click the back 
arrow, breadcrumbs, or 
primary filter categories to 
navigate backwards within 
the filters

• Click the back arrow
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Select Fairfax County, VA

• Select Virginia

• Select Fairfax 
County, Virginia
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View Filters and Choose Metropolitan Statistical Area

• View filters

• Click Geography to 
choose a different type 
of geography

• Select Metropolitan 
Statistical Area
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Select Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV Metro Area

• Select Washington-
Arlington-Alexandria, 
DC-VA-MD-WV Metro 
Area

• This is a new simplified 
list that is applied to 
geographies that 
contain variants. With 
the update, labels only 
appear one time 
instead of repeating for 
each version of the 
geography
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Select Year: 2020

• Select Year
Years → 2020
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Select Dataset: Redistricting Data (PL 94-171)

• Select Dataset
Surveys → 
Decennial 
Census →  
Redistricting 
Data (PL 94-171)
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Select Topics

• Select Topics

• Only topics that 
are compatible 
with your 
search criteria 
will appear. All 
other topics 
and folders will 
not be shown.
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Select Topic: Race and Ethnicity

• Select Race and Ethnicity → Race and Ethnicity
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Run Search

• Verify filters 
and click Search
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View Table

• Click Tables at 
the top

• View results

34



Filtering: Simplified Lists for Geographic Variants

Geography lists 
are streamlined 
to only include 
one label that will 
provide data for 
all available 
variants
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Mapping: New Buttons

New buttons at 
the top of the 
map provide 
access to the pre-
existing options 
to customize your 
map all in one 
place
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Our Development Depends on YOUR Feedback

Check out data.census.gov and provide comments at 
census.data@census.gov or cedsci.feedback@census.gov

37



Email Updates

Get data.census.gov updates 
delivered to your inbox!

https://public.govdelivery.c
om/accounts/USCENSUS/si
gnup/15450
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Stay Connected

data.census.gov Resources page:
census.gov/data/what-is-data-
census-gov.html

Feedback: Email comments to 
census.data.@census.gov

Tyson Weister
Dissemination Outreach Branch
Center for Enterprise Dissemination
U.S. Census Bureau
tyson.weister@census.gov
301-763-9135
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