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• Organizational structure of the CBP

• What groups COG tracks

• CAST overview/update

• Phase 7 timeline

• Notable decisions of 2023

• Other key 2024 dates

• Beyond 2025

Agenda
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How the Chesapeake Bay Program is Organized
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Workgroups COG Tracks
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• Water Quality Goal Implementation Team (GIT 3)

• Agriculture Workgroup

• Forestry Workgroup

• Land Use Workgroup

• Toxic Contaminants Workgroup

• Urban Stormwater Workgroup

• Watershed Technical Workgroup

• Scientific, Technical Assessment & Reporting (STAR) 

• Climate Resiliency Workgroup

• Modeling Workgroup

• Habitat Goal Implementation Team (GIT 2)

• Stream Health Workgroup

• Enhance Partnering, Leadership & Management (GIT 6)

• Local Leadership Workgroup
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CAST Overview
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Chesapeake Assessment Scenario Tool
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• Update to the manure application eligibility 

and timing

• Correction to the unregulated/regulated land 

use classification 

• Addition of the Eutrophication Units 

Calculator

• New BMP Unit-sort to the Add BMPs page

• Adds the Transportation BMP to the BMP 

Summary Report

• Corrects error in the Compare Scenarios cost 

estimates

• WIP 3 and WIP 3 Climate Change scenarios 

updated with the Pennsylvania transportation 

policy BMP

• The Conowingo WIP and Conowingo WIP 

Baseline are now available on CAST

CAST Upgrades CAST Versions Model Phases

There were 9 updates to CAST in 2023. Some notable improvements include:
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Slide from Lee McDonell (EPA)’s presentation to PSC December 8th, 2023
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Looking ahead to Phase 7 
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Timeline from Bay Program staff presentation to WQGIT July 24th, 2023
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• The recommendation for CAST-23 to be the last update to the Phase 6 suite of models 

was approved. 

• The last change for CAST-23 will be to change all crop nutrient applications to be both 

manure and fertilizer eligible.

• The PSC agreed to support the pursuit of an EC Directive to establish an Agricultural 

Advisory Committee. 

• Methods developed by the WTWG to address illogical model results and include 

additional safeguards to prevent data analysis variations was approved. 

• A method for defining unaccounted additional loads was approved. 

Notable Decisions from 2023
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Decisions from 2023 - Unaccounted additional loads
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Slide from January 9th VAMSA meeting
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Other Key 2024 Dates
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• The 2022 Census of Agriculture is to be released in February

• High Resolution Land Use is to be completed by June 

Slide from Steven Guinn, Chesapeake Conservancy’s presentation 

to Land Use Workgroup December 1st, 2023
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2024 Dates Continued: Two-Year Milestones

12Slides from Suzanne Trevena’s November 27, 2023’s presentation to GIT 3
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