WRTC Meeting – September 10, 2009

Reference Material: Primer on Air Quality State Implementation Plans (SIPs)

	Term
	Description
	Responsibility

	NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standard)
	Sets maximum allowable concentration in air.  Standards are revised periodically.
	EPA

	Designation
	Process to designate an area as attainment or nonattainment with the NAAQS
	EPA, State

	Attainment Status
	Severe, Serious, Moderate -- impacts attainment deadline and other regulatory mandates.  Also is used as a sanction (mandatory bump up)
	EPA

	Reasonable Further Progress (RFP)
	Must meet a periodic emission reduction requirement every 3 years.
	States

	Control Measures
	Regulations and voluntary programs implemented to provide emission reductions.
	Federal, State, and Local

	Attainment Demonstration
	Modeling and weight of evidence showing that by adopting control measures and making reasonable further progress, the area will attain by the deadline.
	State/COG

	Transportation Conformity
	SIP establishes maximum emissions from motor vehicles, transportation planning must ensure that sectoor emissions stay below the cap.
	States/COG

	Point Source Permits, New Source Review, Prevention of Significant Deterioration
	Actions the state must take against existing or new regulated point sources of emissions to ensure compliance.
	States

	Reasonably Available Control Technology (RACT), Best Available Control Technology (BACT)
	Depending on the area's attainment status, the state must set different emission control requirements for regulated sources.
	States

	Sanctions
	Loss of highway funds, mandatory bump up, Federal Implementation Plan (FIP).  Occurs when there is a finding of failure to submit, failure to implement, or failure to attain.
	Federal

	Types of Plans
	Attainment Demonstration, Reasonable Further Progress (RFP), and Maintenance
	State, COG


Types of Control Programs included in SIPs

	Measure
	Who Establishes
	Who Must Comply

	Motor Vehicle Emission Standards
	EPA establishes fleet average emission requirement, expressed in gram/mile on average across the entire fleet for each manufacturer
	Auto Manufacturers

	Low-VOC Paints
	States or Federal set limits of VOC content of paints.
	Paint manufacturers and distributors

	Caps on Emissions from Power Plants
	States provide allowances to power plants to emit up to an established emission limit.
	Power Plant Operators

	Vehicle Inspection Maintenance
	States must require that car owners get their vehicle tested to ensure emissions are under allowable levels.
	States must implement I/M program, auto owners must get vehicle tested and repair if necessary to pass.
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