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Dear Colleagues,

COG‛s Department of Environmental Programs suffered a tragic loss on the morning 
of October 13, 2009.  Jim Shell, a beloved colleague here at COG, was killed in an 
automobile accident in West Virginia.  Many of us had the pleasure of working with him 
throughout the years and understand how deeply committed he was to his career and 
family.  He was married to his wife, Ellen, for thirty-two years and had three beautiful 
children.  

To say that Jim was dedicated is truly an understatment.  He lived in Winchester, 
Virgina and had a two hour commute to and from work .  Somehow he always managed to 
be the fi rst person in the offi ce (and often the last to leave).  He began his career at 
COG in April, 1989, and was a major player in assisting the region with water security, 
emergency water supply and drought response planning, pollution prevention, hydrilla 
harvesting, wastewater management, Potomac River and Anacostia restoration, along 
with many other accomplishments.  

We would like to use this report as a small way to honor his memory and contributions 
to COG and our region.  You won‛t see many changes in this Drought and Water Supply 
Outlook as we progress throughout the reporting season, just a different style. If you 
have any questions or comments, feel free to contact us.  

Sincerely,

COG Department of Environmental Programs
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Metropolitan Washington Water Supply and Drought Awareness Response Plan - Drought Stage
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Potomac River Basin Precipitation 
January 2009 - March 2010
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