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Presentation Notes
Regional Climate Change Report calls for COG and it members to develop a regional climate adaptation plan and workshops
Received a technical assistance grant from EPA Smart Growth Implementation Assistance Program to work on Climate Adaptation Planning 



CLIMATE RISKS

 Coastal risks related to sea level rise and storm 
surge

 Increased temperature, more frequent heat 
waves

 Increased extreme weather events and 
precipitation
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Temp = Impacts on air quality, public health, energy use, urban heat island, etc
Extreme weather = Impacts on storm water management, water quality and ecosystems (beyond coastal areas), etc





ADDRESSING CLIMATE RISKS

 Mitigation = implement cost effective strategies to 
reduce emissions
 Ex. Implementing building efficiency strategies/programs

 Adaptation = prepare for unavoidable impacts of 
climate change
 Ex. Reduce vulnerability to extreme heat events by opening cooling centers 

during heat waves

 “Win-Win” Strategies  = adaptation steps that also 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and save energy.
 Ex. Increasing urban forest canopy can provide shade to decrease the urban 

heat island effect (adaptation) and reduce energy demand to cool buildings 
(mitigation). 

Sources: Chicago Area Climate Change Quick Guide
Martin Chavez, Executive Director, ICLEI  
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Vegetated roofs, for instance, cool the city as temperatures rise and retain water during storms (adaptation), while they also help increase the
energy efficiency of buildings (mitigation). Rain gardens and permeable pavement capture storm water on site (adaptation), reducing the amount of storm water that must be pumped and the energy required to pump it (mitigation).
End Product = Regional Climate Adaptation Guidebook may highlight win-win and smart growth strategies


http://www.chicagoclimateaction.org/filebin/pdf/Chicago_Quick_Guide_to_Climate_Change_Preparation_June_2008.pdf�
http://www.cambridgema.gov/citynewsandpublications/news/2010/11/cityofcambridgetoprioritizepreparationsforclimatechange.aspx�


SECTOR AND COMMITTEE INVOLVEMENT

 Building sector - Intergovernmental Green Building 
Group

 Transportation - one of TPB technical committees

 Health - Health Officials Committee 

 Emergency management - Emergency Managers 
Committee

 Water – Water Resources Technical Committee

 Land use – Planning Directors Committee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
tool developed by NOAA for coastal risk management but transferable to other climate risks




NOAA TRAINING MARCH 3, 2011

 Using NOAA tools learn how to assess your community’s 
vulnerability to climate hazards, based on the example of 
coastal risks

 Identify key issues and impacts associated with current and 
future coastal hazard risks

 Identify strategic "win-win" approaches for reducing risks and 
vulnerabilities while also addressing other community 
issues.

 Presentation of projects underway in the Washington region
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QUESTIONS?

Contact:
Maia A. Davis

mdavis@mwcog.org
202-962-3227

mailto:mdavis@mwcog.org�

	Smart Growth and Adaptation to Climate Change in the Washington Region
	Climate Risks
	Addressing Climate risks
	SECTOR and committee involvement
	NOAA Training March 3, 2011
	Questions?

