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• Provides the status of the air quality for the whole country 
every year.

• Provides weighted scores and grades for each county.

• Reports top 25 most polluted cities for ozone and PM2.5 
(24-hour & annual).
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I want to start by going over the priorities for the upcoming fiscal year.Developing a 2015 Ozone NAAQS attainment SIP and tracking associated data will be one of the main priorities in the FY 2022 work program.The Washington metropolitan region is currently designated as a marginal nonattainment area for the 2015 ozone NAAQS. Data shows that as of the end of the 2020 ozone season, the area remains out of compliance with the standard and cannot come into attainment by the statutory deadline of August 3, 2021. As a result, the three state Air Directors have collectively agreed to submit a voluntary bump-up request to EPA from marginal to moderate in the May 2021 timeframe. A bump-up in the nonattainment classification, from marginal to moderate, means that the region will need to develop a state implementation plan, to be submitted to the EPA in early 2023. This work requires the development of the necessary inventories and also control strategies needed for the SIP submittal.As part of the staff’s work tracking the air quality data for the 2021, a review of the data will be undertaken in the September/October timeframe to determine if the area would be able to show attainment of the 2015 ozone standard and report to MWAQC. Based on the findings of this review, the states and MWAQC will either continue with the planned work to develop an attainment SIP, if data shows the region has not met the standard, or will transition to developing a redesignation request along with a  maintenance plan, if the data supports this action. During the same planning timeframe, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), has requested support of the District, Maryland, and MWAQC staff, to develop a redesignation request and maintenance plan for the 1-hour ozone standard which is needed to move forward with Virginia’s new source review certification requirements for the 2015 ozone standard. The specifics (including content and schedule) of the 1-hour ozone NAAQS maintenance plan are currently being discussed by Virginia DEQ staff and the EPA. Additional description of this work activity and associated fiscal budget information will be appended to the work program once finalized. In addition to the SIP work, this is also a conformity year. Staff will support this effort and coordinate with TPB staff to review and comment on the analysis, present the results of the conformity analysis to MWAQC, and facilitate development of a comment letter. Outreach to members, stakeholders, the public, and media to inform them about air quality issues and such as the region’s air quality improvements, challenges of meeting the air quality standards, and to promote MWAQC and member initiatives. 
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ALA Methodology

Used number of code orange and above days and factors 
assigned by ALA to those days instead of the Design Value 
to calculate Scores/Grades/Ranks for Ozone & 24-Hour 
PM2.5 for cities.

Used Design Value to assign grades/ranks for Annual 
PM2.5 for cities.

EPA Methodology

EPA uses Design Value for evaluating attainment status for 
ozone and PM2.5 standards for an area.
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ALA published list of top 25 most polluted cities in the 2021 
report

• City here refers to the Combined Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (CMSA). 

• Rankings were provided for the Combined Washington-
Baltimore-Arlington region. (Baltimore is not part of the 
Washington, DC ozone nonattainment area. It was also never part 
of the Washington, DC PM2.5 nonattainment area.)

ALA Rankings for Washington CMSA - Top 25 Most Polluted Cities

Ozone 24-Hour PM2.5 Annual PM2.5

22 Not listed Not listed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to start by going over the priorities for the upcoming fiscal year.Developing a 2015 Ozone NAAQS attainment SIP and tracking associated data will be one of the main priorities in the FY 2022 work program.The Washington metropolitan region is currently designated as a marginal nonattainment area for the 2015 ozone NAAQS. Data shows that as of the end of the 2020 ozone season, the area remains out of compliance with the standard and cannot come into attainment by the statutory deadline of August 3, 2021. As a result, the three state Air Directors have collectively agreed to submit a voluntary bump-up request to EPA from marginal to moderate in the May 2021 timeframe. A bump-up in the nonattainment classification, from marginal to moderate, means that the region will need to develop a state implementation plan, to be submitted to the EPA in early 2023. This work requires the development of the necessary inventories and also control strategies needed for the SIP submittal.As part of the staff’s work tracking the air quality data for the 2021, a review of the data will be undertaken in the September/October timeframe to determine if the area would be able to show attainment of the 2015 ozone standard and report to MWAQC. Based on the findings of this review, the states and MWAQC will either continue with the planned work to develop an attainment SIP, if data shows the region has not met the standard, or will transition to developing a redesignation request along with a  maintenance plan, if the data supports this action. During the same planning timeframe, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), has requested support of the District, Maryland, and MWAQC staff, to develop a redesignation request and maintenance plan for the 1-hour ozone standard which is needed to move forward with Virginia’s new source review certification requirements for the 2015 ozone standard. The specifics (including content and schedule) of the 1-hour ozone NAAQS maintenance plan are currently being discussed by Virginia DEQ staff and the EPA. Additional description of this work activity and associated fiscal budget information will be appended to the work program once finalized. In addition to the SIP work, this is also a conformity year. Staff will support this effort and coordinate with TPB staff to review and comment on the analysis, present the results of the conformity analysis to MWAQC, and facilitate development of a comment letter. Outreach to members, stakeholders, the public, and media to inform them about air quality issues and such as the region’s air quality improvements, challenges of meeting the air quality standards, and to promote MWAQC and member initiatives. 



Ozone Rankings

5April 13, 2021

Grades based on the number of code orange days and above and NOT on the 
Design Value. 

Jurisdiction Grade ( Wt. Avg Score)

District of Columbia F (4.8)

Calvert B (0.7)

Charles B (0.3)

Fredrick C (1.0)

Montgomery C (1.0)

Prince George's F (6.8)

Arlington D (2.3)

Fairfax C (1.3)

Loudoun B (0.3)

Prince William A (0.0)

* No ozone monitoring in Alexandria city.
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24-Hour PM2.5 – Grades based on the number of code orange days and above 
and NOT on Design Value.

Annual PM2.5 - Grades are based on the Design value.

Jurisdiction 24-Hour PM2.5
Grade ( Wt. Avg Score)

Annual PM2.5 
Grade

District of Columbia B  (0.5 ) P

Montgomery A  (0.0) P

Prince George's A  (0.0) P

Arlington A  (0.0) P

Fairfax A  (0.0) P

Loudoun A  (0.0) P

* No PM2.5 monitoring in Charles, Calvert, Fredrick, and Prince 
William Counties and the City of Alexandria.
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