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Federal Planning Emphasis Areas 
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• The FHWA and FTA Planning Offices issued a Planning Emphasis Areas (PEAs) 
letter on December 30, 2021

• Key topics federal agencies want to see addressed in statewide, metropolitan, 
and other agency planning

• Areas included: climate change, equity, complete streets, public involvement, 
data

#5 - Strategic Highway Network (STRAHNET)/U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) Coordination 
• “FHWA Division and FTA regional offices should encourage MPOs and State 

DOTs to coordinate with representatives from DOD in the transportation 
planning and project programming process on infrastructure and connectivity 
needs for STRAHNET routes and other public roads that connect to DOD 
facilities.” 
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Why have a STRAHNET?
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• Dwight D. Eisenhower National System of Interstate and Defense 
Highways (1956)

• At the time, the nation’s highways were deemed inadequate to meet 
the needs of national and civil defense. 

• Note: 1919 Motor Transport Corps convoy (Wikipedia)

• The DOD’s facilities include military bases, ports, and depots. The road 
network that provides access and connections to these facilities is 
essential to national security. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1919_Motor_Transport_Corps_convoy


Agenda Item 8: STRAHNET Overview
May 3, 2024

What is STRAHNET?
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• The 64,200-mile STRAHNET system consists of public highways that provide access, 
continuity, and emergency transportation of personnel and equipment in times of 
peace and war. 

• It includes the entire 48,800 miles of the Interstate and Defense Highway 
system and 14,000 miles of other non-Interstate public highways on the National 
Highway System. 

• STRAHNET also contains approximately 1,800 miles of connector routes linking 
more than 200 military installations and ports to the primary highway system. 

• DOD’s facilities are also often major employers in a region, generating 
substantial volumes of commuter and freight traffic on the transportation 
network and around entry points to the military facilities. 
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STRAHNET – Update in Progress

6

• The STRAHNET is tracked by the Transportation Engineering Agency (TEA) of the US 
Army’s Surface Deployment and Distribution Command (SDDC).

• Maps available for each state and major bases in each:
https://www.sddc.army.mil/sites/TEA/functions/specialassistant/strahnet/forms
/allitems.aspx

• Most of the current network’s maps date to the early/mid-2010s. 

• SDDCTEA has begun an update of the STRAHNET, with the first state to be 
reviewed, Florida, completed in February 2024.

• In addition, a number of bases and facilities have been recently renamed, 
which will be updated as well.  

https://www.sddc.army.mil/sites/TEA/functions/specialassistant/strahnet/forms/allitems.aspx
https://www.sddc.army.mil/sites/TEA/functions/specialassistant/strahnet/forms/allitems.aspx
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STRAHNET – USA Map
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Military Transportation System
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Unified Combatant Commands (COCOMs)
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• Functional COCOMs operate world-wide across geographic boundaries and provide 
unique capabilities to geographic combatant commands and the Services 

• USSOCOM: U.S. Special Operations Command, MacDill Air Force Base, FL. 
• USSTRATCOM: U.S. Strategic Command, Offutt Air Force Base, NE. 
• USSPACECOM: U.S. Space Command, Peterson Space Force Base, CO.
• USTRANSCOM: U.S. Transportation Command, Scott Air Force Base, IL. 
• USCYBERCOMMAND: U.S. Cyber Command, Fort George G. Meade, MD.

• Geographic COCOMs operate in clearly delineated areas of operation and have a 
distinctive regional military focus. 

• USAFRICOM: U.S. Africa Command, Kelley Barracks, Stuttgart, Germany. 
• USCENTCOM: U.S. Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, FL. 
• USEUCOM: U.S. European Command, Patch Barracks, Stuttgart, Germany. 
• USNORTHCOM: U.S. Northern Command, Peterson Air Force Base, CO. 
• USINDOPACOM: U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, Camp H.M. Smith, HI. 
• USSOUTHCOM: U.S. Southern Command, Miami, FL.
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Map of Geographic COCOMs
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TRANSCOM and SDDC
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• USTRANSCOM
• Responsible for military transportation missions
• Air (Air Force), Sea (Navy) and Land (Army) component commands handle 

transportation needs for respective areas
• Air Mobility Command (AMC)

• Provide rapid, global mobility and sustainment via airlift and aerial 
refueling for America's armed forces as well as humanitarian support

• Military Sealift Command (MSC)
• Operates approximately 110 non-combatant, civilian-crewed ships that 

replenish U.S. Navy ships, conduct specialized missions, strategically 
preposition combat cargo at sea around the world and move military cargo

• Surface Deployment and Distribution Command (SDDC)
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Note: January 2023 copy
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Takeaways
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• Know about STRAHNET
• Include consideration in federally required planning documents for 

projects on the Interstate or other STRAHNET roads
• Map programmed projects to STRAHNET

• Outreach to DOD partners to see if any inputs or needs
• Be aware of military transportation requirements



Eric Randall
TPB Transportation Engineer
(202) 962-3254
erandall@mwcog.org                   mwcog.org/tpb

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20002
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